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this awful. ſilence of repoſimg nature, but 

What was tranſmitted. from. theſe. ſparkling» | 
ſtreams of the fellar heaven; , Theſe, were the't | 
bright atte/ers of the truth. They in one ſpan - 
| gled circle ſhot radiant divinity to the dec 
ing ſenſe and ſhewed me, in glorious character 
how much it. concerned: mankind to ſeek hat 
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and apoſtles, in their courſes, faithful as the pla- 
nets, to pour their more affecting radiance on 
the ſoul, to comfort it and guide it to its far 
phi eee home. Abet, > mi 
5. Cee — — ſpirits 
that bear a nobler light to the underſtanding, 
that ſhoot their more penetrating emanations of 
redeeming glory bye, d ſhew it, what 
otherwiſe with all its ken it had, in the nature 


eee K. 0 el in Gt 


man, his own enemy, perverſe and weak. But 
now I am viſited with a miniſtration of worldly 
glery more copiaus than what.the,/{ellar ſtreams 
emitted. The fleecy clouds gently roll to give 
way to the mild irradiations, and communicate 
improving luſtgs wund them.: Ad length the 
lunar orb with her lucid ſtream breaks on my 
eye, and aſſerts her original commiſſion to rule 
over: the night. For- ſet How The" [prends B 
beaches, eee foophng” undet the palin 
cloud; ſametimes rm op He rüteän Hitter, 
ſheaming oel Me cia mountaih 241d the. . 
dad willen; ats, leaning Mt umd radisher 
taggen e Wooly de: 2 riditiice; pale at 
the bfignteſt, 1p tom pired WHY Hhe Tucid Au 
fm hence it flob%s. Fot Inferdor in apptiftt- 
mont the erfiſts t u. er füftre; TIRE wme 
younger brother of a fir/i-born, who 'ha S 
birth- 
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- birthright, under whom he. held his inheritanea, on 
and to vhm alli his idefre was turned to receive = 
the bleffing at his hands, the moon is'but's UP © 
 Qver en, Gen. i. an inferior. ſubjett ſtream, al. 
Hracted from another, and having its'brightnefs 
by derivation.” It is'by this expreſſive name the 
Sd ell it, not a Mr, bora fobjedt Vreatn only 
that has its tenute ungern ſuperior lum Thy, 4 
the hennger ſons had under the fitKbarn, an 
what he did; as we have under C, "the 
arſt born. Bhould not win cavillers'bluſh' then 
to have #Mrinied that SS mi/repeyts thethings of | 
nature, "When 88 gives us fach an de of the 
moon as has been confirmed by long obſervation ? 
'They ſhould; 'if "they: *have not forgot bow to 
dluſh for any inipiety. 

But by this palhd light, this a of a - 
ture day, the objects around me are rendered 
more-vifible. Order lutehy laid in confu ſion and 
all diſtinction was loft in one involving glam: 
now the trees in the hedge to Pierced by the 
mild glances appear more clearly 3 1 ſee thein 
form in the groſs, though not the verdant co- 
louring of the day, nor tho tinctured bues of the 
Fhgrant "meadow. The cattle too graziog in h 
their-paſture: meet my eye vit. dag: images, im- A 
prefied/upon the Tenſe. But behold in this l- 
_ lumined ſeaſon a part of my way paper than 
the reſt, wearing a form. It is. the ſhadow: of 
a ſtately oni W ne N wn 
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| the parts of the field, from which the light is de- 

_ © tained, appear duskier and aſſume the form of 

the interpoſing body. And it is remarkable 

that nothing, is now viſible, in the moon's 
light, without its /hadowing reſemblance at- 
tending it. Wonderful diſpenſation. of divine 
munificence provident for the well-being of 
man, whoſe reft and;agimal ſecretions had been 


diſturbed and carried. off by extreme heat, 
whoſe ſuſtenance had never come to perſection, 


and who had never enjoyed the eaſy and health- 
ful communication nor the purified water, made 
by returning tides, without this. ſucceſſion of 
the milder Junar influence upon them (5). So 
evidently neceſſary i is this /badewing diſpenſation 
in befriended nature to the introduction of the 
fullneſs of the day. Shall we view it and not 
be kindled into praiſe, and adoration of its ie 
vine Preparer, not preſent him our tribute ſoul, 
creſcent in love, as the meon in its luſtre, till 
we are filled with the fulne/5 of bim that filleth 
all in all? T amidſt the conſideration of 
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. (B) Ante afford ws ſufficient proof of tid ben 
raiſed exhaled by. heat, for in NN 
denſer air will ruſn into the rarer 
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Ser opening of its . at DES 
in the night under the | 9144 bient air, 
- obſerve, that applying to the LOG to the 
deſcent of the waters in their channels, will rem 
fine idea of the means by which their f 
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wa beneficial purpoſes of the lunar dominion 
let us not forget the one great defy of * 
nightly appointment, or that this is one of the 
inſtructive ſeaſons, on account of | which. Gop 
is ſaid (e) not to have left himſelf without wit 
"neſs... "This miniſtring moon has held in every 
age and clime ber lamp to the contemplative 
mind, to ſnew him divinty ſhe pours ſorth her 
ſilyer coloured beams in t th bright confluence, 
to the eye, to ſhed ber glorious attzfation of | 
Chriſtianity on the ſoul. Attend to her remon- 
ſtrance, ye ſons, of men, and receive her witneſs, ' 
Ask you of what ? Of the ſpiritual dealings of. 
Gop with his creatures, of his divine cecono- 
my for our ſpiritual ſalvation, againſt the pe 
tulant exceptions of unykilſul men. Have not 
theſe pretended. to abide. by the natural ideas of. 
things ? have they not rejected the /criptural. 
accounts as repugnant to them, and adjudged 
the Moſaic inftitution a buman yoke impoſed. 
by the device of ſubtle men 7? But behold their 
' confutation written in heaven; yonder lucid. 
ſtream ſhines out abundant i/lu/fration of the: 
truth of its MASTERS WorD. For demon. 
ſtrates ſhe not to every man of common * 
« That a diſpenſation of a borrowed light is 
what God hath;appointed in this material - | 
ſtem, previous to the-manifeſtation of the Jun.” 
Gs it is a matter of fact, not to be evaded by 

- | - | _ the 


** . xiv, 7. 
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the ſepbiſtry of ſchools. Then ſhall we take 
dur idea from nature — this glaſs reflecting 
Gov, 8, | 


« . 15 FE i fo reflected is the ſun,” | 
64. Foo glorious to be gaz 'd on in his ſphere ? 


Dr. Young” ad 


or ſhall we frame our tas of Gop 5 

ſpiritual ceconomy from this experienced pro- | 
cedure of his in this world? The deifts allow 
it: then here, my ſoul, ſee infidelity proſtrate at 
the foot of Chri/t, and the moon ſtill lend her 
aid to ſubdue the enmity. For let an unbeliever 
ſay, what this lunar diſpenſation, in its various 
ſhade and drapery, gives us an idea of, what it 
Images to the ſenſe? He muſt own it gives us 
an idea of ſomewhat /ike it; for otherwiſe, it 
would not be an idea. And what is Ii it but a 
like diſpenſation of a like illumined body, ſhin - 
ing forth a ſpiritual light, borrowed from the 
father of lights ; a diſpenſation ſhadowing forth 
to the mental eye, ſpiritual objects which ſhall 
be more fully revealed, and fore-running the ap- 
pearance of a ſpiritual and immortal Su x. This 
is what ſhe riſes to repreſent to the mind, /ight- 
ing us deep into the counſel of the Deity. This 
ſhe would fay, ye advocates for nature's /;ght, 
is nature's idea or repreſentation of the divine 


re n his creature, and mo other is, 
or 
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dr ein bös for I give no other. Methinks I heat 
the deift cry out in penitence of heart, How 
long hay nature been unread by me ! how oſt 
that method of providence, which the SS acquaints 
us with, been blamed and cenſured as unhecoming 
our ideas of GoD, as contrary to the natural no- 
tion of things, when had I been content to have 
taken my ideas, from ſenſe, and ſtudied in 
| natur?'s ſchool, 1 had ſoon learned it to be a ca: 
pital truth there, that God ſhadows things to the 
ſenſe before their manifeſtation in a fuller glory. 
Here I had found myſelf caught in the golden 
net of illuſtrated divinity, and the diſciplimę night 
proſelyting my heart. Miftaken man that 1 
have been to wrong the Chriſtian, by ſaying his 
faith was one continued ſacrifice of reaſon! when, 
on my own principles, the pureff, reaſon muſt 
flow from nature's evidence, and nature repte- 
ſents the objects of his faith, and ſhews that ſy- 
ſtem can only be agreeable to the natural one, 
wherein a ſhadowing diſpenſation is admitted to 
precede the fuller viſion of celeſtial things. The 
moon, full of love to men, ſhines out this truth, 
and as ſhe revolves, ſparkles conviction about the 
ſons of men. Will not this moon then witneſs 
againſt the unreaſonableneſs of my paſt unbe- 
lief? or rather does not the creature ſtand forth 
to reclaim me to the natural and Chriſtian ſenſe 
of things? Yes, it ſtill holds out its bright de- 
monſtration of God's, ſpiritual proceedings to 
Te" — 
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my ſenſe, . May the idea be impreſſed by the 
divine Spixir, indelibly on my mind, with 


all the teſtimony it bears to the propriety of 


the ſeriptural accounts; and though it found 


me an infidel, may it ever keep me, as it has 
made me, a grateful ſubject to the faith of 


CunrisT, a veſſel of his truth and grace to - 
tber. Thoughts how worthy the contemplatiue © 


ſoul ! becauſe, whither are we ditected by this 
ſhadowing moon? but to. that illuſtrious body, 


| Meſeri, (d) whoſe face was adorned miraculouſly 
with this world's light, as well to ſhęw the peo- 


ple the ſuperiority of his Lord above the creature, 
as to -fignify the divine ſigbt, which he; like 
Chrift, was inveſted with, and by which he 
would give them ſhadows of the good things to 
come in all their glory. For ſhould we conſult 
biftory or trace antiquity, through all the mot di- 


fant periods; in every nation, ſay, where can 


we find but in the Maſaic diſpenſation what 
correſponds with this flate in nature, ſucceeded, 
like this, by a complete manifeſtation, when the 


64) Exed. xxxiv. 29. I would beg my reader to remark 
that the word Moſes, WH the extracted one, (which is appli- 
ed to this type of Chrif, who was eminently ſo, and in and 


under whom alone he can be extracted from the bondage of 


corruption) is in a material ſenſe applied to the Iigbt ex- 
tratied from the ſolar fire, as he was from the waters, and 
which extracted light is tranſmitted to us from the moon. See 
wor the word for the extracted light. For it will further 
juſtify to Chriſtians the alluſion this ſcene in nature has to the 
Moſaic inſtitution, when they ſee the word uſed for the exe 
applied alſo to denote the other, 
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day ſhould break and the ſhadows flee away te) 
Then it is clear that what the SS report of the 
divine adminiſtration nature repteſents to the 
eye, and by this means proves that the divine 
framer of the creature is the author of the ſcrip- 
tu res, carrying on by both the ſame gracious dev» 
ſign and promoting man, by the intermediate 
objects of ſenſe, to an acquaintance with the in · 
biſible things of Go p. Nor is it leſs evident that 
as this viſible ſyſtem has its native marks, ſo Chri- 
ſtianity, from its opening to Adam to its final 
completion in glory, ſtands diſtinguiſbed from all 
other pretended ſyſtems, that have been or ſhall 
be formed by a perverſion of divine revelation; 
And this not by ſome particular marks of prieff- 
craſt, as deiſts affirm, or by ſome reſtrictive im- 
poſitions of cunning men, but by its ſole har- 
monious correſpondence with thoſe ideas, which 
nature gives us of Go o's method of acting, for 
our preſervation or redemption from darkneſs; by 
its having this ſole characteriftic of truth, a pecu- 
liar congruity with the natural ideas or repre- 
ſentations of things. For ſince it is granted that 
I am to take my ideas from this fair ſcene of 
nature, it can never be a natural account of the 
divine diſpenſations, to affirm that GoDp has cal- 
led us to ſee the things of heaven and grace * 


.) Cant. ii, 1 Where this #etural i e is moſt 
1 to at the ſpiritual confocta mics via 
delieving church. 


Haderucd to the 
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out a previous appointment of ſhadows, to bring 
me to the fuller ſight of them. Becauſe I have 
ocular proof that it is not his method in nature; 
to give us viſion of earthy things in the reſplen- 
dence of the day, till they are ſhadowed to us 
more or leſs by the borrowed light of the moor. 
Bo that no religion can be a true one or agreeable 
to the 4nown courſe of nature, which does not re- 
preſent mankind as admitted to a ſight of /piri- 
ial things by a previous diſpenſation of hadotvs, ' 
But no religion but the Chri/tian repreſents 
things in this natural manner ; therefore the 
Chriſtian is the only true religion, entirely a- 
greeable to the divine deſignation in nature's 
ſcenes. How wonderfully has the glorious IE- 
HOVAH made his works, eſpecially this farry - 
heaven point out his ſacred truths! How beau- 
tifully compoſed are theſe well-adapted types, 
his characteriſing creatures! not only to impreſs 
on the ſuſceptive ſoul an idea of his wiſdom 
in general, but to imprint its particular acts 
and manifeſtations in his otherwiſe inviſible go- 
vernment, in order to our ſpiritual welfare, as 
the ſcenes of nature ſhew us the particular works 
of Gop, by his agents, to ſupport our animal life. 
In theſe lucid characters Gop exhibits to all a 
| ſyſtem of divinity, his uncorrupt, uninterpolated 
manuſcript, not ſubje&t to the bold invaſive 
pens of men; the fair counterpart of the SS, 


formed to ſhew the e propriety of the 
pro- 
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prophetic repreſentations to the ſenſes of the in · 
fidel, and at the ſame time to guard them againſt 
his unapt inconſiſtent changes or comments. 
This ample manuſcript is not to be ſeen or read 
only in the repoſitory of the curious, but is o- 
pened wide for the peruſal of all nature's ſtu- 
dents, in Europe or in Afric, in the eaftern or the 
weſtern world. (/) O ye reſſters of the will or 
counſel of GoD towards your own ſouls, who are 
inattentive to the contents of holy writ, or boldly, 

. traduce it for impoſture, ſee how miſtaken you, 
have been, to think it ſufficient for the purpoſes 
of infidelity, if you could find room from your 
miſapprehenſions of ſome particulars to rejeR, © 
the $$, For it is not enough for you to try to 
ſet aſide the bible, in order to get rid of the ſcrip- 
tural ideas of things: here is a tas# for you to q 
undertake, which, though it is full as eaſy to ac- | | 

. 
| 


compliſh, as to deſtroy the SS, may perhaps ſeem 
to you more glaringly inſuperabls; you muſt 
annhilate nature, and put an end to the preſent | 
viſible method of Gop's providence in this ſy- | 
ſtem. Becauſe here nature ſuggeſts to you the | 
fame ideas of Gop. And though we may find | 

in SS, as we may in nature, ſome things have a | 
place, which we cannot ſee the reaſon of or ac- | 
count for, yet in general, the method of God's 


ſpi- 


7 'F) Luke vii. 30. Ele, to or toxwards or in or concerning, ſee 
Paſor : and this w:// is declared to be our effeFual 
tion, Heb, X, 10. 1 Theſſ, iv, Je * | 
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ſpiritual dealings with men, as repreſentedin SS, 
is what nature gives us as repeated ideas of, as ſhe” 
does of her own general con/titution, For behold, 
if you ate not loſt to manly thought, how this 
calumniated ſcripture, written in nature's page, 
inveſts your ſenſe, to make your heart ſurrender 
to the awful ſummons of Gop, and receive the 
illuſtrating, tho' hadowing, diſpenſation, which 
is previous to the riſing of the, ſun of righteouſ- 
xeſs, with all hig grace and truth (g). For is it 
poſſible that you ſhould attend to this diſcipling 
moon, and not, with laudable confuſion of face 
for every aſſertion to the contrary, acknowledge 
the natural fitneſs of the ſeriptural accounts; not 
bow under the force of this impreſſion, and, pro- 
ſtrate before the father of glory, richly imbibe 
his prophetic light, under the ſhadowing ſtate of 
the law, to direct your ſteps into the fullneſs of 
the glory to be revealed ? For as oft as this white 
radiance of the moon viſits my eye, accompanied 
with the /hadows of things, it affords my foul a 
moſt beautiful and natural idea of that image-giv- 
ing ſtate of the church, in the Moſaic form, when, 
with a face fairer than the moon, Cant. vi. 10, 
| ſhe poured forth her miniſtration of borrowed 
and derived light to enlighten the minds of her 


dependents and * them ( ſhadows of the 
nf 


St. Job 
182 15 * "Rad what $5 and nature repreſent the. 


flaw — to be in this world, all the heather . 


3 n 

ghd things to come. Becauſe, am I not to eon · 
fider her as ſhining forth an errand of love to 
man, in his double capacity, as having a b 
and a ſoul, informable only through the ſenſes 
of this body? Then, in this light, whilſt the 
gently impreſſes on my outward ſenſe an image 
of her borrowed luſtre, preceding the duy · ſpring. 
the furniſhes'me, by it, with an idea of ſome 
Fivila} ſpiritual diſpenſation in favour of 
the creature, before the fuller manifeſtation of 
the Lord of glory. How merciful art thou, O 
Lord]! What a debt of love Iowe thee! Iam not 


ra, ſenfble f F 2 
ll court of the Gentiles : — 
Plate. . p. 208. Succeed 
r ideas of 
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all labyrinthed.in its intricacy: nor any I: bid + 


witheat external light to inveſtigate. objects he- 
von the. ken of ſenſe, or to believe what ac- 
counts oſ them men, impotent as myſelf, would 
| impoſe on us from their uninformed minds. No, 
in this ſilent ſeaſon, farmed for thought, and 
calm intercourſe with heaven, Gon ſends the 
unbelieving heart, if humble, though unlearned, 
to nature for its cure, and bids dead matter com- 
ment on our creed. Read nature, man, - natur. 


redeemed! to ſpeak of Chriſt, and like a kind pa- 
rent to educate them in the faith: — nature is 
Chriſtian, the herald of the ſcriptures, pro- 
Claiming and introducing into the heart the ſa- 
ving truth and quickning grace that are placed 
behind its lively images; repreſenting the mar- 
vellous acts, that nature's Lord hath done, by this 
moon and fars, his golden alpbabet emblaxed to 
ſeize. the fight. For do not the SS refer us to 
this /cene in nature to take our ideas ? Are we 
not there directed to climb up by theſe feps of 


viſible objects to the knowledge of- Gov” bi- 


ritual economy ? Yes: as the ſtate of man un- 
der the law is called a night, ſo the law which 
was given them in this night is called a (05) 
light borrowed, like that in a lamp, to ſhew ob- 
that ſhould have à fuller manifeſtation. 


is a, friend to ' truth—natyre is, like ber ſons, 


Prov, vi. 23. And the eſpouſed church in hea- 


ven, chathed with the fan of righteouſneſs, is re- 
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preſented in Rev. xii. 1. with the moon. under | 
her feet, to denote her being tranſlated from this 
ſhadowing diſpenſation, theſe ſublunary ſcents, 
this partial manifeſtation of Chriff to us and in 
us, into the fulkefs of the divine Grory : 
the lunar rays are in their oppoſition, i Im 
be allowed the ex preſſion, antipodes to us, i. 1. 
ander our feet, when we are exalted in the mid- 
day ſplendor and cloathed with its 
Whilſt then my ſoul this luminary gives; the $8 
apply the fair idea: they make nature ſhew thee 
the /adowing diſpenſation that preceded, as in 
reaſon it muſt have done, the riſing of the-/an 
of righteouſneſs, of CHRIST IJ Ess: they'prefs 
her to gn that ſtate of partial viſian and en- 
goyment of his directive beams which we now 
have, previouſly to his appearing again in glory, 
and to our being glorified together with him. 

Indeed as the objects, now ſeen in part by this 
pale light of the moon; were lately maniſeſt on 
the ſun · Tiſe, ſo what things the legal miniſtra- 
tion ſhadowed out in its typical perſons, actions 
and ſervices were manifeſted on CRRIST's ap- 
pearance. In him were the realities that were 
veiled in the Shadows of the law, and in this 
view we ſerve not to the Padows, which exift no 
longer, but to the realities in all their glory, 
and are the children of the light and in the day, 
in oppoſition to the pardows of the law. But 
as to the viſion or knowledge we have of the 

H h 2 re- 
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realities in CHRIST, it is nota full one; as to 
our participation of the ſpirit and life of Cu g18T, 
it is but an earneſt, We know only in part, asin 
a glaſs ; we know only by the ideas of the things: 
the words of the New Teſfament deſcribing them 
refer: us only to vi/ible repreſentations of them 
for our ideas, nor can we, incarcerated in the 
circumſcribing ſcenes of ſenſe, have any other. 
For in the abſence of the | fun, the light we 

have deſcends by the moon to the body: then 
reaſoning from nature's repreſentation, when 
we enjoy not the'fullneſs of the glory to he re- 
vealed, when we are not cloathed with the Sow, 
the light, by which we ſee the things of God, 
and what we ſhould defire to live unto him, muſt 
deſcend by means of ſome ſublunary repreſen» 
tation to the ſoul (i). Take this medium away, 

(i) We have from hence a fine idea of one of the impor- 
DE 


Cnx13sT JESUS, and theſe adowws need not be exhibited by 
us to Gop, before whom Hx, that is the RzairTyY and 


TxvTH, our great bigb prieft, bet and hing, temple ſa- 
crifice and We, 1 wed this 
account freed from an obſervance of the /egal rites and from 
ſerving to the figurative inſtitution, and are only to offer up 
our ſpiritual ſervice which was denoted by the temple ſervice, 
and to believe in, contemplate and be thankful for the realities 
in Chriſt, yet it beboveth us to have preciſe and right ideas 
of what is completed for us in him, and is to be completed in 
us by the faith of him, through the power of the operation 
Gb. And as we have not an immediate viſion of them 
there is n one object of our faith and defire, xo part of our 
ſervice which was not typified in the law and the prophets 
in order to raiſe ſacred ideai of them, For which reaſon this 
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and darkneſs would enſue, in the reaſon of the 


thing, both to the inward and outward man. For 
it is thus in ſhadetus veiled, in holy myſtery, that 
the divinity, by his miniſtry, is manifeſt to the eye 
of faith with all his effectual power; mighty to 


gire 
Ae this i//aftration * Cane 
| . , in order to us ideas of 


——.—— were reale 


that of the 
t, and their 
Rand 


ſpiritual ſyſtem, the 2290 diſpenſa 
hich belong 


. Cue 
ſented courſe of God's ſpirir .IN 
my : admire their harmonious correſ with our netz- 
our ſtate under the realities, 
day, with reſpeR to man's 
tonnes Bonk — 


ae ES 
ſcenes applied by the 
Ny Whichis — — 
are directed to ſearch the Teſtament, the $5, und that 
22 bear not Moſes and the prophets, neither will 
though one roſe from the dead, I would 
obſerved how 1 is here de- 
to ho Coo [not Ju would recom - 
it to men to ſeriouſly whether they do there /ce 
ample teſtimony borne of Chrif, and of what he was 
to da and be for us, as amounts to as plain a demonſttatiom 
of Chrifranity, as if one ſhould riſe from the dead and 
preach to them of heaven and bell, Few I am afraid can 
from their ows knowledge of the Old Teſtament believe it. 
For in men think not they have an evidence equa/ to 
this in the law and the prophets. Nay, Mr. —— un- 

the name of a believer and miniſter, has tore 
d . — 

1 ; 


and folly bearer by wr in Ci. For as in the ava ie in the | 
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givcithe (I) eſpouſed ſoul on earth u redemption 


from evil and the powers of darkneſs, a redemp- 
tion which ſhall be conſummated on the re- ap- 
pearance of the ſun of righteouſneſs. It is hence 
the apoftle ſtill ſpeaks of CRRI1S T's ſecond ap- 

3 pear- 


Future Nate in his writings, which Chrig ſays, is as 

declared in them for any ei as if one 2882 
the dead to do it, even an Abrabam, whom Dives ſollicited to 
he ſent for this purpoſe. May he and his followers confider 


this, : tremble and be converted to à humble apprehenfion' of 


the 88, that Gop may heal them, For fince Cbriff always 
aſſerts this concerning the SS ; what can it be owing to that 
men 'ſee it not here but hardneſs of beart, which the ſpiritual 
contents of the S8 have not penetrared into: what but b/ind- 
neſt of underſtanding and an inattention to the natural ideas 
things, not to perceive through the adi thoſe divine 
myſteries, thoſe everlaſting concerns which are adumbrated 
to tho fenſe? May their prayer be to him who is entered with- 
In the weil, to enable them alſo by hit ſpirit to break throu 
this ve/ling world, to draw their ſouls up after him, in ho 
- contemplation and defire of his love ani life and to bleſs them 
with a heavenly participation of both. n ſhall this end of 
recording the ſhadowing SS de fulſiſled in them alſo by Cn «187 
RA and they be renewved'more and more in experimental 
_#nowledge of his manifeſt grace, till they are complete ini his 
glory at his coming: then ſhall they find themſelves convert 
and turned more and more towards him, as the earth is un 
the 'refleted light of the moon, till they are brought in full 
exertion of ſoul, like the earth, from this partia/vifion into the 
. Fullneſs of Chrifi*s celeſtial glory. For ſuch a bleſſed transfor- 
mation, how weak in faith, how attached to ſenſe; how indif- 
fertmr muſt he be, who — — — — NES 
fa come quickly, this andy-work upon 
. ore Card. bes. wh ſenſeleſs muſt aQ than he who 
would not chearfully exchange the lunar glimpſes for the ſun's 
effalgence. | 3 


% Perhaps it was inallufion to man's being cheared with 
' the 'adumbration of ſpiritual things, that Cynthia or the moon 


way fabled to chear her \Zndymion with mild fbadows, At 


leaſt we may gather from hence a — proof that the 
. Foot of 'beatheniſm was man's not feſpectinz the — 22 
chings- fg»ifed, but reſting in the vif6le xn, in che I 'f 


* 
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pearance as. of the day the Lord, which is at 
hand, (I] and of our being in reſpect of this in a 
nigbt that is far ſpent; (n) but in a night in which 
the miniſters, into whoſe heazts Gop bath bin- 
ed the knowledge of the glory of the Lerd, are 
as lights, in the world. And is it poſſible any 
account ſhould be more natural ?. let the unbe- 
liever ſay, whether this doQring, is not writ in 
golden characters in nature's ſcenes, that they, 
who ſee not, as we conſeſſedly do not ſee, the ſun 
of the ſpiritual world in al] his glory, muſt abide 
under a ing diſpenſation, where, haavenly- 
commiſſioned bodies, by ſablunary repreſenta» 
tions, like this moon and ars, give us a partial 
enjoy ment of what ſhall be fully revealed at the 
coming again of this /ight of life. Let him fay, . 
whether it is not nature s repreſentation, that for 
ſuch there is a crown of glory reſerved, even an 
inderitance among / the ſaints in ligbt. Is it 
not a high, hope which this remonſtrant mean 
directs the ex pectant heart to, a hope:.ground- 
ed on nature's. evidence and on all diſpaſſionate - 

West ö 7 £ 855 Te- 
nature. By which I mean not the non- entity, by whoſe help, 
as ſome raiſe a material ſyſtem out of mathematical points 
which have no'material properties, induſtrious genius 's have 
ns eaſes bo. Ho wheat in earns) Crave 
Fight. t I mean the material fbadowing light — 
Hen f , F ngen of being Sede by it to the far Lr. 
ter revealed light, which the creator of this viſible ſyſtem gives 
us ſpiritual but partial knowledge of his celeſtial grace by. 


(1) 1 Theſſ. v. 2.—2 T. i, 10. i. 2.—4 Pet. Uh, 10, 12. 
? Rom, Xili, 12, f 


| [ #461 
feaſbning from it? Are we not reading in t, 
edition of the bible, the FAsH1on oy THE 
WORLD PASSETH AWAY. A LITTLE 
WHILE, AND HE THAT 8HALL COME 
W1LL COMB. Or let the wndeliever ſeal up his 
ſenſes or own theſe notices of God are charac- 
 errizedto his mind z not depending on laboured 
deduQions, but ſoftly thrown 2 the way of 
him, that own's nature for a ſchool! to teach 
him divinity in. And ſhall we renounce a pro- 
ſpect fo rational and natural? far be it from us 
thus boldly to oppoſe this triple teſtimony of af- 
ng SS, illuſtrating nature and approving rea- 
fon. "Exit then, ye ſons of men, over all the pow - 
ers of infidelity. There is a diſpenſation to ſuc- 
reed this ſtate of partial viſion ; the m joins 
her atteſtation to the truth and teaches a happy 
FuTVRITY in reverſion for the conſenting crea- 
ture. And to deny this to be a true idea of the 
divine proceedings, is to deny this is Gon'scdurſt = 
in this ſyſtem, (whence we are to-tdke-pur 
| notions of his ſpiritual purpoſes) which yer * 
How ſtriking is this evidence | how is my ſodl 
improved by this correſpondence with the 
and to what an inconceivable diſplay of diy 
love is my proſpeQ extended. I am led by this | 


contemplation to wiſh this ſablunary veil of thingy 
removed, that I may ſee and now” as I am e 


and known, and may live far removed from all 


darkneſs of mind, from all ſpotting fin, in the 
1 | con- 


Lage 
conſummating glory of JeHovan,' my Jx- 
sus (a). O be this my exaltation in the'know- 
ledge and life of Chrift to the glory of Gon, 
the object of my faith, the end of my hope, the 
matter of my prayer. Whenever therefore the 
moon riſes on the horizon to bleſs my ſight, may 
I continue to receive her as a faithful witneſs 
of that Padowrng diſpenſation that was previous 
to the manifeſtation of the day of Cbriſt, and 
of that ſtate of partial knowledge we are in be- 
"83 fore 


(=) This may ſeem a too forward confeſſion to perſons 
that have been accuſtomed to think of our Sawiour, from mi- 
alen texts, as having a — divinity, as being what dr. 
S. Clarke would ſuppoſe him to be, a kind of ſubordinate Gop, 
and not every way God in the ſame ſenſe as the perſon called 
the father is Gop, not ſelf-exiflently, not unoriginately ſo, 
And it may be deemed equally bold by perſons who, out of a 
commendable defire to avoid forging out of their du&#ile fancy 
a chain of deities, have yet run into as heinous a crime, and 
have degraded our ever honourable redeemey into a mere human 

phet and exemplary ſaint, in high oppoſition to this ſo—- 


emn and exclufive declaration of the Lord, Iſaiob xliii. 11. | 


I (am) Jzxovan, the ſelf-ſubſiſting being, and befides me 
(there is) =o J=8vs (or Saviour.) But in order to juftify this 
conieffion in myſelf, and to work this moſt int g and 
moſt neceſſary acknowledgment in others, may Gov ſanctiſy 
men with a + ern diligence to obſerve, that in the ori- 
ginal Hebrew SS, the Ius Us, or Saviour, or SALVAaTt« 
on of men is repeatedly ſaid to be Jxxovan, not only in 
the above text, but in many ot ber places; and this alſo in the 
Targums, and Greek, and Latin verſions, and in our gh 
bible. Pſalm xxvii. 1. Jxnovan is p, my J£2vs or 
SAVIOUR — XXXVili; 22,-— - Kli. 2. eviii, 14.— 


xii. Bo —- lit, 10.— Fer. iii. 23. — L li. 9. Let theſs 
be compared with Luke iii. 6. where the phraſe of ſeeing the 
SALYATION of Gov is directiy applied to ſeeing Ius. 
2 Som, xxii. 3. JxRovan' is my [esvs,'7z, e. Saviour 
Ho. xiii. 4.— Tſaiab xlv. 1 5, So'that where the verb pw 
is uſed, it might as well be rendered, Jtnovan 9 


F 
: 
/ . 
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fore out having the fullneſt of his glory. O my 
ſoul, may this hadewing diſpenſation, applied in 


the /aw and prophets and fulfilled.in the goſpel, 


the day of Chriſt, with all the ligbt it thraws on 
the things of grace, have as free courſe to thee, 


as the lunar rays have to my body: till imbibing 


the divinity they ſhow, thou findeſt the miniftra- 
tion of the goſpel ſtreams, from theſe enlightened 


bodies of men, chear thee in or after ſuſtaining 


all the heat of temptation, as the moon does the 
Crea- 


bath been, or is @ Itsus, as be tranſlated, will ſave, or 
bath ſaved, &c. For it is the ſame original root, the tranſla- 
tors render ſave, ſalvation and Sauieur in the old teflament, 


that they expreſs by J=svs in the new, Whence we may 


powerfully argue againſt the favourers of Arius and Socinus, 
who are, like Nebucbadnezzar, for impoſing on mankind, a 
golden image, a falfe Mcſſiab, a dependent and ſubordinate Go p, 
or a merely bumen Saviour, which, though abſurdly called /o 
on the principles of Secinus, they have ſer up in their min 
and would have us unſcripturally adore. Becauſe a free en- 
uirer will ever be convinced by thoſe paſſages, that though 
heir were many typical Saviours, who were only men towhom 
the Won d of Gov came, in order to give men an idea of 
him that was to come; yet our real Saviour or IS Us is 
JznovaAn, the man of war. Exod. xv. 3. May we ever 
confeſs his titles that we may receive his royal favour, which 


is as @ cloud of the latter rain, refreſhing and fruFifying our 
bearts, Prov. xvi. Far be it from us then, to make ita mat- 


ter of indifference whether we confeſs this or not, ſuppo- 
fing abſurdly enough that a civi/ diſcharge of our duty to our 
neighbour will attone for our deficiency, and us from 
being cut off as ſpiritual rebeli by our affronted ſovereign, 
Rather let us remember the ungrateful ſubjects of this S% _ 
perſon's 'kingdom are ſaid Luke xix. 27. to be, not they 
who would not live and perform ſome moral duties under any 
king, but they be would not that I, ſaith our Lord, ſhould 
reign over them. Deterred by the exemplary puniſhment let 
our fin morality or manners be allegiance to this Jznovan 
eur Jesu, as he ſtands proclaimed by his prophetic , 
9 c | e 


3 1 

creatures: till thou perceiveſt the fulf/ing of 
what is ſhadowed flow on thy heart, and thou, 
replete with outward and inward evidence, file. 
faronger in the faith and higher: in the enjoy? 
ment of the divine prefigured grace, and of that 
promiſed /:fe it brings. eilt 1 N 

For I obſerved a want of the mitigated lunar 
rays would expoſe the plant to be burnt up- 
impede their growth and kill them, And as 
there is this wiſe end in the appointment of the 
dominion of the reflex light, ſo we are raiſed up 
by it to a view of the conſequences that will ever 

| 1i 2 —_—— 
leſt any find themſelves eut off from a participation of his life 
of grace and glory; leſt they find them their own ee 


tioners without their ſpiritual bead, and be, as in reaſon they. 
muſt in ſuch — be, dead to Go D and the divine li 


in them, We may alſo learn from the above obfervat 
that had this method of rendering the word by the — 
bring a Jtz0s or Saviour been followed in our ernte, 


the old SS would have much more clearly appeared to have 
been what they are called, the tefimony of Jxzus. We 
ſhould have perceived Jacob making to the as Chriftian, 


a confeſſion of his hope, as St. Paul, and the one as earneſt · 
ly waiting for _—_y 08, i, e. the falvation of Jzxnovan,. 
en, Xlix. 18. as the other looked for the coming of our Lord 

22 Cx n15T for the ſalvation, that is, nearer than when wwe. 

| believed. 1 Cor. i. 7. Rom. xili. 11. If this is, and ĩt is, to a demon- 
ration, the ſtate of the caſe, which, I may a to every 
one learned in the Hebrew, nay to Jes for the truth of, how 
ſtrangely have our modern writers miſconceived the fubje#? of 
the Old Teſtament, how muſt they bluſh to have aſſerted 
there are no good tidings o f vs in it; and be as cautious of 
ſecuring this precious miniſtration of the word of redeeming , 
grace to themſelves and to their children, as they have been 

_ +hitherto indifferent about it. May every reader reap the ever- 
laſting ben of ſuch an obſervant care, and find in this 
day of Chriſtianity ſalvation come to bis Bouſe alſo, to the ta- 
bernacle of his body, ren an habitation of his Gov and 
Savieur by the 2 ſpirit. 
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follow mans not receiving the accommodated im- 
preſſions of divine truths, which are crouded upon 
us from the repreſentations of 88 and of nature. 
For are we not ſituated like plants in a world, 
that burns with violence againſt the ſoul, in a 
Jleſhly ſoil that is inflamed with divers luſts, by 
means of the unaſſimilated mortal matter that 
was induced into it upon the fall, and is there- 
fore ſubject to the excitations of the tempting 
world? beats not it, like the ſun on Jonah's head, 
in various forms of temptation, tribulation and 
oppoſing doubts upon us? The ſoul never knew 
ztſelf that knew not this. Then whence. is to 
come. its relief? From itſelF? no, this nature 
' teſtifies it muſt come from without ; and from 
what? ask this nature, and ſhe brightly anſwers 
us it muſt flow from a /ike diſpenſation of divine 
but partiallenlightening knowledge to the ſoul ; 
_ It muſt ariſe from like ſweet manife/tations of the 
things of gracetoit, kindly impreſſing their faith- 
raiſing influence on the heart, and exciting a will, 
forming affections for them, and animating our 
purſuits in the ſteps of Cbriſt after them. May I 
not then affirm with great truth, when men are 
in temptation, diſtreſs or doubt, and receive not 
the illuſtrated ſcheme of the grace, tendered to 


the ſoul under the oath of Gop, as it is de- 


ed out to them in the SS, that they will faint 
and be caſt down like the ſcorched plants, and 
fall —__ from their connection with the ſaving 
re · 
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renewing irength of Gop ? May I not ſay it 
is owing to man's thus rejecting the word of the 
Lord, that the field of our nature is ſo much 
waſted, that the trees and ſhoots from this na- 
ture are withered, that the corn, i. e. fpiri- 
tual fruits are waſted, and that this harveſ in 
man is periſhed? Yes, it is on this account, 
that what human nature was at Chri/?'s com- 
ing, it is too much degenerated to, that 
they who have corrupted themſelves as brute 
beaſts, in mere carnal life, groan and are per- 
plexed, becauſe, for their too wilful want of 
the repreſenting word, they have no paſture of 
grace, and that the flocks of the beep, that are 
gone aſtray, are made deſolate (o). For when 
men are beſet with inflaming luſts and ſtill re- 
je the mild emanations of the divine light, nor 
ſee by them God's redeeming love in the ſhadow» 
ing 88, they perceive not the accompliſhed ma- 
nifeftation of it under the goſpel, and ſo remain 
deſtitute of that refreſhing evidence to their faith' 
which ariſes from this manifeſt accompliſhment, 
and of that grace which, in the nature of thi 

is only conſequent upon the faith of it (p). 

Some there are who would receive the goſpel, 

but not the CRANE ſpirit of prophecy, in 


oſes 


lence of diſtreſs, my reader will fee moſt happily employed 
Joel i. v. 10, to 20. 


Ge) See this proved, page 124, 2 


00 Theſe imoges of men fainting under the bear or vio- 
by 
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Voſes and the propbets, with their — But 
can this be any thing but mere pretence of ſub- 
miſſion to the goſpel ? | Becauſe. theſe paſſages, 
& ſearch the SS,—they teſtify of MI, — Moſes” 
wrote of M, I continue witnefliog,—nene 
aber things than thoſe which the prophets and 
Moſes did ſay ſhould come, are ſo conſpicuous 
2 part of the go/þel, that a man cannot receive it, 
and therefore cannot partake of the ſux of righ- 
teouſneſs by it, without ſubmitting to receive 
the witneſſing SS, Moſes and the prophets, For 
as the moon oft appears in the ſun's light, ſo is 
tbe badowing reflective body of the law often 
ſet before us by Cbriſt, the true light, So that 
methinks I am taught in nature's ſchool, that 
to make the above profeſſion i is as abfurd as for a 
man to ſay he would receive the ſun, and by i its 
beams contemplate and purfue the things it ex- 
hibits to his eye, but will not bear even the af- 
pect of the moon, though it ſhews him the ſame 


objects by a fainter light. Now that a man muſt 


kill himſelſ i in executing this latter reſolution is 
clear. For ſo cloſely is my receiving the light of 
the ſun connected with my receiving this lunar 
fiream which ſurrounds me, that to take my- 
ſelf away from eitber is to deprive myſelf of 
both. O then ye partial proſeſſors of the divine 
truth, ye,, who would with moſt complicated 
guilt ſeparate the two diſpenſations that Gon 
hath joined in one harmonious bond of concord, 
| | Je 
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ye that would receive the gaſpel but not the illuf- 
tration of the ſhadowing and prophetic law 1 r 
would reſt in this, with the Zers, without ſub- 
mitting to that, which, like Jabn, it declares would 
follow it, attend, whilſt yet within the reach of 
ſpiritual information by the channels of your 
ſenſes, and read both the ab/urdity and dreadful 
conſequences of your profeſſion marked out in na- 

ture. See how nature repreſents to you, that for 
mankind to have the miniſtration of ſpiritue/gla- 
ry without receiving alſo the fre- running ſhi- 
dowing diſpenſation of prophetic light, or to.have 
this without receiving the goſpel ſun of grace are 
caſcs as abſolutely impoſſible, in in the nature of 
things, andas contrary to it, as it is for theearth to 
have the ſun's light without receiving that of the 
moon, or to have that of the moon, without receiv- | 
ing the brighter luminary of this world, which 
it precedes. . See nature delineate that to put 
| you rlelves, without the reach of either, is to de- 

prive yourſelves of beth, How richly wrought 
with wiſdom is this vefture of the night! Teutks 
numberleſs as the light in fair ſucceſſion, flow 
from it to the mind, and through them all we 
can look up to the divinely-glorious ſource from 
whence they ſpring. O my ſoul, whilſt others 
/tzep in eaſe too figurative of the fate their ſouls 
are in, be thou arwake to all theſe leſſons of the 
s#1es : till, replete with the manifeſtations of 
Gon $ en love, thou experienceſt their 


refreſk- 


my =- 
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* 
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refreſhing efficacy on thy heaft. Often tonſider, 
that by the lunar ftream the waters are raiſed, 
and compliantly gathered under its fair ſplendor : 
remember that thou, in thy own nature, art 
as (q) un/table as the water of the ſeas, And 

| whilſt thou admireſt the propriety of its being 
ſaid of Chrift, the true light, (r) the abundance 
of the ſea (denoting the unſtable nations) ſhall 
be converted (and turned) unto thee, ſee that, un- 
der this far more promotive grace, repreſented by 
the ſcriptural light to thy ſenſe, thou findeſt 
thy un/table heart affected: ſee it turned with 
ſweet compliance to the ſacred emanations of the 
divinity, and ruled by this, as the tides by the 
moon, ſee it riſe higher in the riches of this glo- 
ry among ft the nations, and lifted up more and 
more into a divine fellowſhip with the energetic 
PowERs of the world to come. Nor leſs chear- 
fully let us ſubmit our ſweetly-influenced ſpirit, 
like the ſeas, to the humbling diſpenſations of a 
redeeming providence, remembering we are un- 
der the beneficent guidance of HIM whole do- 
minion, like the light's, is (s) repreſented to be 
8 | from 


(9) Gen, xlix. 4.— 2 Pet. iii. 16. r Tſaiab Ix. 5, 
% We may from hence alſo ſee the natural propriety of 
the ſcriptural accounts. For as theſe all along re to us 
that there is a divine /ight, Chrift, in the ſpiritual ſyſtem, 
which is as neceſſary to the well-being of our ſe«/s, as material 
light is to the preſervation of our bodies, ſo becauſe this 
world's light is diffuſed throughout the globe over 
and land, the ſame SS, in the ſtricteſt agreement with 
ſenſe of things, atteſt that the dominion of the 9 

; $ 
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from ſea te ſea, and humbles the receivers of 
his grace, but to exalt them like the nn. 
waters in due time (t). 

I perceive that though nothing is viſible un- 
der the lunar diſpenſation of reflex light with- 
out its attendant Had, yet by tracing the 

ſhadow we may come to 2 ſubſtance. Be- 
cauſe the ſhadow owes its being to its correſpon- 
dent body z however, it is in other reſpects di- 
ſtinct, and though the form be ſuſtained by ans- 
ther portion of matter, it has a certain, and at 
preſent, an inſeparable conneion with the body, 
- Whoſe form it bean. , * . projec- 
K ted 


light is diffuſed like it | bit far more excellently, Abb idle: 
nt ver * pm ence of peo- 
another ving * 

Ea of great conſolation is "this Ar- poor 8 when ses in 
the depths. of aflition, that they are not beyond the reach of 
his redeeming power. Hence too we may obſerve, how 
neceſſry it men to conſider he dns at it 
ſtands connected with the reſt ; they may, for want 
of this, go without evidence of its wet, and by this means, 
give the devil an — . pt them to impeach its 
N — doing, and which the 
— — rr as we 

| ſpheming ſpirits of this corrupt age. 
Cl Jena r. 10. alm xxv. 1. — Ixxxix. 10. where 
pplied to the /:tirig up gens is ſed 
. + to 
Jznovan, and of our ſouls in and rbrou bim: And the 
word 020, —— at her together the ſeas, ——— 


75 is wg np be to denote the divine agents gather 
et ber = __— Lars Regt (after he was cjeifed — 
re oy congregation of us believers in 
L cave, | 9 71g xi; 12,-— From hence as 
| Iſaiah ir. 5. eviderice enough to prove the 
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ted Badero of the unſeen bab; theform is fuſ- 
_ tained by a portion of the feld, but it is connected 
with the umbrageous tree, and tho' I perceived 
it not at firſt, yet, hen I mark its continuation, 
I find it terminate in bringing me to the/origi- 
nal, which the moſt diſtant part of it borrows 
its likeneſs from. And how does divine wiſdom, 
literally ſpeaking, meet me in the way / Whilſt 
Gop's inward diſpenſations to the corrected 
- foul diſcover the wiſdom of the hand that orders 
"them, I find his external lectures of divinity 
read to me by this vil effect of nature. Na- 
ture, commenting on the ſcriptualuppointment 
of the lil diſpenſation of ſhadows in man's ſtate 
of partial viſion, tells us, that though we know 
nothing, but in part, of cel;tial things, nothing 
of them but in their Padows, yet we may, in the 
| eourſe of things, come at the or:ginals, by tracing 
then in and zbro' the ſhade. Nature confirmative 
of SS, (u) fays, that theſe ſignificant: ui, in 
the ſacred ſyſtem of grace, owe their being to the 
" Fealities ſhadowed out, and that however di- 
Klinct they are in other reſpects, however the 
"forms be ſuſtained, as in the (x) baptiſin or ſa- 
erament, by other N N we may 
: ns- 


fu) ) Rom. i. 19, 20. Heb. iv 
Py If the author of the plain count of the ſacrament, or 
vakeys, or the modern ents of our regeneration by 
—— in baptiſm would er this idea nature gives us of 
.. the fellowſhip the hd have nd the original ſubſtances, 
they would perceive that their c—— entirely as unn · 
tural, as 2 vaſcriptural, 
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nevertheleſs. by the, hadorws attain the fruition 
of, the ſubſtantial originals of grace, and happily, 
come at the ſpiritual tree, amidft whoſe, brans, 
che (y) © every fow of, every wing,” every, 
ſoul, or bond, or free, or Few, or Greet, may, 
be ſheltered from the ſtorm of judgment. For, 
does not the remonſtrant creature report, that as 
according to nature's ſcheme, we muſt have, 
ſhadow: of ſpiritual» things, ſo we may alſo by, 
their directipe form, be brought to Is us, and, 
the things of J Es vs, from whom even the moſh; 
diſtant deins in every age ſtand connected, 
ang derive their being and their likeneſs? And, 
do not we ſee how, literally true it is in this 
ſenſe, what the SS ſay, that all things were made, 
FOR HIM, Col, i, 16, Not elated by the irra- 
tional raptures of wanton ſectaries, not_hyrrie: 
by the ſallies of an unmanaged zeal for ſame ill: 
ſhaped offspring of a conceited mind, but raiſed 
by the /ober ſteps of ſplid rgaſoning from nature's 
repreſentations of Gop's caconomy,. and exci= 
ted by her powerfully- conſtraining demon/tra- 
tions, muſt we not chearfully take the pioug 
Eſalmiſt's confeſſion into our mouth? and fay, 
for ever, IEHO VAR, thy WorD is ſettled in 
the HBaveys. The Hzavans fall point out, 
or be INDEXES, (z) of thy wonders, JEROVAH, 
and of thy faithfulneſs in the congregations of the 
KK 2 ſaints. 


. 5. vm be ſo many bande, for it is 
P01 A , fpr it is 


1 262) 
ſaints, O may I under the influence of this 
conviction ſeek the knowledge of my divine in · 
terpoſing ALLIEs, and of their ſfiritual pro- 
viſion for my ſoul, by and through theſe dirgc- 
tive ſhadows, the things that are ſeen, and ap- 
pointed my ſchool-maſter to bring me to them. 
May my faith be abundantly increaſed by every 
of my contemplations of thoſe evidences, and 
my ſoul under their inſtruction hold 's more. 
frequent correſpondence with the divinity : ful · 
ly perſuaded, that by this faith in the ſcriptural 
repreſentations of him in nature's colourings, I 
ſhall receive him unto my woiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
fan#ification and redemption. For is not this 
an rye of the higheſt conſequence ? exceed · 
ingy more intereſting than an admittance into 
the preſence and favour of the greate/? princes ; 
nay,” of all the ſovereigns of the earth. And ſee, 
how in oppoſition to the precluding opinions of 
fſhort-/ighted men, nature in this ſhadowing ſcene, 
jointly with the SS, atteſts, we may have this 
| acceſs, by and thro' the ſcriptural and natural 
ſhadows and repreſentations, to'the divinely glo- 
rious majeſty of the heaven of heaven's KinG, 
and to the beatific gifts of his redeeming grace. 
O for a ſollicitous defire in men to receive thefe 
ANF . (a). 0 for” a mind 
CSI It * that N 
(4) P « XiX, 7, "1" The projet or Ia, which was the 


Prat of the good things to come, is ſaid to convert or turn 
the ſoul: 7. e. from the things or ſeen, to the fignzfed 
prace 3 from this world to char wh is to come, 


— 


. 
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that cafts its apprebenſive eye through this ſub- 

lunary ſhadowy world, into the vaſt expanſe of 

hidden grace; that launches beyond this veil," 

and freely ſurveys the diſpenſing love beyond it, 

ſignified to the ſenſe, But in this ſtate of the 

ſoul's incarnation, how are men impriſoned- 

within the wall of matter, by the narrow view 
that tempts the eye to receive its ſetters on the 
ſight! as if this moon and fars were made to light 
men to their revels and not to God, not to chaſe 
away double darkneſs, from the body and the mind. 
Blind to the g/aring.mercy, how do they refuſe 
to look through all to their patron Saviour / to 
Gop, who would ſhed his informing, anima- 
ting light on man; on man dlacker with guilt, 
than his body without the material light ; on a 
particle of duſt, whoſe be/? of virtues are but 
half converts to the right, Such are the ſons of 
infidelity. However they boaſt an acquaintance 
with the characters of a Theophraftus, or the 
abfurder characteriſtics of a Shaftsbury, with the 
ſchemes of Euclid or a Newton, they never un- 
derſtood a character ( in nature's volume, ne- 


(5) Heb. i. 3. hath been greatly 1 
ima bis ax UT ani; avry 
— — 2. 2 abe ef the Drvumrey of , 
and have been un urged as a proof of it. f 
Ny unbappily, becauſe, from the miſapplication of 2b, and 
St. Jobn x. 1,— xiv. 23. which is clearly ſpoken by the 
buman nature of our Saviour, and denotes his uni with the 
divine, who is peculiarly his facher, Arian men have con- 


L 284. 10 
ver received the /cheme ſhe: gives, nor looked in, 
der Hades for a delineation of the. myſterious 
ſnuiritusi procedure of the Almighty, towards our 
ſouls, ; And not apprehending this, eflicagious: 
procedure they have neyer borne in their, hearts 
and. movements, a character, an impreſs at image 
af the diuine perſons; which can no more be had, 
without, their recerved operation, in Chri/t, the 
laſt Adam, than the microco/m-of our body can 
be formed or ſuſtained without a due reception of 
tde agents in the earth, this uorlaly (An AR 
or) mould. Nature, this letter of the deity. to 
men, conveyed, ſwift as the light, and direc- 
yes with fair ini for all the world, 

is, 


Dee Son: And not with- 
out reaſon, vppoſition, that the divize perſon ſays, I 
andthe fat bes are ent, for then it muſt be allowed, though, _ 
not without contradiction, that the ſame ſays alſo, xiv. 28. 
uy fe fatber is greater than me; x. 29. than all. But as it is true 
f the texts in St. Jabs are only Cbriſt's aſſertion of the uni- 
* his beman nature with the divinity, and a confeffion of 
ſuperiority of the divine in this unlon, ſo it is true that the 


word yapaxthp is not applied to the divinity, Fora thing- 


7 


cannot bs ſaid to be a84xX/THp, or graving or impreſh 
or or Fong 1 ee t Hr plainly refers us fo ſomew 
that receives the ec ed character, from another 


ce ; this we may ſee from the uſage of it in Arifor, 

lit, 1 cap. 6. ſpeaking of coin—in Plutarch adverſus Shot. 

king * in 1 or or Sure in _ form aol De- 
:; — 80 ine 


of another 

— end gy in Hom. — 59 wha an 3 

6. If then it is from the uſage of the word, if 

otes the impre of another thing, then the di uiniiy cane 

Het: be ſaid without blame to be the impreſs. of the 2 
nor can this word be applied to him, any more than the ef- 

ain glory, Innova, can be faid to be its own arau- 


achat, i. e. its own refetion, And 6 
| find, 


(C255 1] 

is never opened by them nor look they thed 
the ſeal to the charaRerized divine contents, 
Say you this charge is only mine, it is nature 
too, all nature is one continued indictment of the 

lei for the horrid erimes of ' forging Gon 
will by an inventive fancy, and by v Hh, 
probate,' a ſappoſed demonſtration, :defraading 
his children; nature aceuſes) him of ing this 
[ſpiritual ſenſe under a maſs of picturing ' mat- 
ter, when aſſer tig its freedom it ſhould riſe at 
the voice of Gop by nature's ſteps above the 
boundaries of nature, and by theſe ſ aut 
| ſhadows ſeek fellowſhip-with Gop and his- 
- prehended grace. Nor is it--poſfible the ua 
67-4 | | dee, 


s + 
1 


find, that GoD informing us, he hath ſpoken to us, 
the ſon, ſays, it is by him who is the expreſs or expreſſed i- 
mage of his pToFaTew5, ſubſtence or perſon,” that he hath 
- ſpoken ; by him that is be image of Gop, on (rhoamethe'd/- 
-vinity has ſtamped his 7ikeneſs ; directly referring us to the hu- 
man nature of Cbri. Though at the ſame time the ls 
aſſerts his divinity-by reporting bim to be reflefive of the 
Gon, rue Joe ns. expreſsly called IR uo VAR in the 
Old and New Teſtament. St. Famer ii. 1. For it is impodii- 
ble light, or brightneſs, or glory ſhould be H α, from a 
fubſtance it is not joined with. By ſettling the application of 
- this ſcripture, the. reaſonings Arians from it fall of 
couiſe. And may my reader, through a conviction, this 
aK Tup, this expreſs image was ſtamped on the human 
AN of Chrift, tobe — to us, by the faith of him, 
ever ſolicit that it may be wrought on 5: ſoul alſo in this 
world, though in the weakneſs of the fleſh,” that it may. be 
| gerfeftell in his foul and body in eternity, through the virtue 
and merits of the ſame Saviour, who by his mighty working. 
| _= change our vile body, that it may be /ike unto his glorfous 
* 5. \ | 


{a6} 
eber or the ſervile worldling ſhould not he 

found guilty, whilſt they in the face of this lef- 
ſoning nature refuſe ſublunary ſhadows of the 
good things to come, and ſeek not to enjoy the 
divine original by the way of the ſacred repre- 
- Jentations. O that they would plead the royel 
, pardon for paſt offences, and receive the quick- 
ning fþir:t to looſe their eye and heart from the 
chains of ſenſe, that they may be full with the 
viſion of the adored divinity, and ever ſatiate 
with his enlightening love. May they never 
- be too proud to be tutored by this ſcene of na- 
ture; nor averſe to learn from this connected 
Hadot of the oak, how repreſenting nature 
leads to Gop that formed it, and delineates to 
us how we are to receive the provided grace. For 
this moon and fars would draw up the ſeul, like 
the body, erect to heaven: they would light 
thought on its way into the profound of God's 
ſpiritual ſyſtem, and ſhew it what a /imilar diſ- 
penſation of divine light he hath appointed to 
give us ſight of heavenly things. Then, be na- 
ture, man, thy guide, nature is no fanatic, na- 
ture cannot be ſuſpected of prizi-craft ; and yet 
behold nature preaches in this univerſal temple, 
where the golden candleſtict is fixed; in this 
conſecrated place, where the true high prieſt of- 
| fered his ſacrifice under the veil of nature, that 


(e) rent alſo to open a way to the divine preſence 
ho. 


ce) Mat, xxvii, 53, 


LE 
* 
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beyond it (4). She preaches: that it is by fha®: 
dows we muſt have knowledge of or commu - 


LI. nion 


This had A tubular branches, ( N1, hollow 18 a. 
* 1 Kings > d. X ** OO ich were ſuppli 
with a fluid, beaten oil, Exed. xxvy. 32.— i. 17 


avanwpyoceror © unextinguiſhed light, which the fire 
on the beathen altars imitated, It is obſervable alſo, that 
the words, deſcribing the place where this candleftick or in- 
ſtrument of the light was, Cc. are applied to the beawen 
and to its fluid matter, in its different modes of being or 
action, and are thence transferred to ſpiritual ſubjectt — — 
us ideas of them. Any one that traces the words may 
abundant proof of this. It will be ſufficient at preſent to 
remark that the de for tabernacle, Vt light, ' wht 
fire, Ty cloud, Va tot are ſuch, For this is a plain 
evidence that it is propote in 88, 'as- a natural form or 
tation of the things of this world, as well as of ſpi- 


hing, 
k ngs 
ritual things, and alſo that a golden candleftick, and the glo- 
ry, and the cloud, &c. was with propriety put in the figu- 
rative tabernacle, not only as it was deſcriptive of the mani- 
feſtation of glory in the crue tabernacle Chrif, but as it is ſo 
of the material glory in the tabernacle of the heavens; As 
Moſes therefore calls the material diſpenſatory of light by this 
word, and refers us to the one for evidence of its being a 

apt deſcription of the - ocber, let us ſee. how they 

cn then does the Moſaic appointment lead us to? 
It repreſents to us a'frame of matter, lucid as the gold; with 
Fx branching ſtreami that convey the fluid, made ref; 

by the ſeparation of ita parts, like beaten oil W 


Pay ee ects which ire Hes it ung ug 
ftream, 


| plain 
— above his — when it only ſets before him natu- 


o N 
* 
* * 
A 
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ion with the ſpiritual ſyſiem, and that it is 2 


truth plainly en that ij men 
who 


from e central lamp, whence the light 
i diſfeminatad through the ſpheres. It direQts us to fix mf. 
lar ' golden flarxes from one glittering ſource, enlighteping: 


cho bl? of hos who are made of calls io e 5 ire 
„, not including the earth, becauſe it is the 


body receiving them, And let the moſt = pw ot es of 
ronomers as wh rth do not ewe our fight 
, * 


from the Saen, _ Saturn, 

Man, the moon, Venus — 1 
central fountain of material light, whether we are — in- 
debted to theſe larger lamps in this more ſtately-Houſe, 

ed for Chrift to fer his ſacrifice in, and under Gp 


ted without intermiffion, by the "continued mini 
the ſubſtance of the light which procures this ſupply, if ® 


may fo an offering to the ſolar fire, in order to give 
us 2 2 of —— 
ment of a mediatorial agent to ſupply us with true light, and 
with this worldly glory, its : y a firmi/ay oblation or ſa- 
crifice to the fery wrath of , Exod, zii, 8. — 
cal obſervation proves this to be the true Nato of nature, | 
that my Chref1an reader may perceive that the N Bhai 6 
count of the tion of the world is given — 


2 exactneſs, however men have ignorant] by _ 
it into a kind of romance. The alſo may ſoe, that 


of its entertaining him — 


ral ideas — —— of Go —— 5 mY —— 
digeſted by any one, w s not age u 

ped up by a quinſey of metaphyſical crudities,. peculiar to 2 
deiftical conſtitution ; and his een perverted, which, 


I hope he will allow me to affirm, may 
nature, and yet the matter refuſed. be in 
ble. For fince we are plainly indebted to à /ike frame 
ture for ligbe to our — man, the Moſaic . 
— . as it might eaſily be ſhewn the through 
, and the „irt ii ſpheres, and the blown 


Jour ing ow. e wee ere Jen of any” * 
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who view not the object in the light of the ſum 
will not ſeo it by and wth its attendant fhodews 
] 2 |S % they 


of | light formed upon each orb, of the orbicular matter 
iefelf, "and of hight that ſprings and flowers ob: wg 


what in its reflexion, ſeed ſrom rei tobe 
— IIS But if the da a jt to 
— juſt repreſentation, and I call upon him, even 


ner of Lerd Bolingbroke's /etters, be the name _—_ A 
conſcience what it may, to point me — 


likeneſs, — rnnpeny” hag mage I nced- 
to prove the 88 accounts to be what in the borrowed -languaga 


dyes 


of nature they are propoſed to be, very rational and natural 
ones, and ſuch as can on his ews principles, . 6. % want 
no confirmatien,”* For deiſm ſtands upon one ſuppofi- 


tion, that the ſeriprure/ accounts agree —— nature 
— —— Rifling of the ſpi- 
ritual ſends of 88, men have been involved in ſuch a groſs igo 
— eerhnge oo rey —ů— oem rang 


the 

por that 88 all — nature 
. thi Pape wo — and conſequently gives anew 1/70 wad 
th deiſm's ſworg,: this one principle of 
— ——— nature we are enabled 
— — For if Lam, as in the 


body z 
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ve to obſerve. tomy reader; 
comprehentive of and form whe «hole material 


xvi. 11... Nor let 
him-think ie-bencath his notice de mark, how in alluſion to 


yer W deemed tude perhaps, are apt to ſpeaks of ore 
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they will not ſee it at all. Receive we then 
theſe ſublunary repreſentations of the divine ſy- 
| ſtem 


en ſenſes, meaning all. For he may as well laugh at hie 
| ing the word ipuave, deſcriptive of a certain figure, to 
denote a like even adjuſtment or diſpoſition of things. "$0 
that, in this view, nature delineates to us as full a mani- 
feſtation of the divine glory to Chrifl, and to us in him, as his 
body or the earthy nature had, and our bodies in it have of the 
material light in its ſcuen, that is, in the fw/lneſs of its illumi- 
nation. And as it is a glaring untruth in the face of 
nature, to deny Go p has provided any thing of this kind for 
man, ſo is it certain that the beat ben apoſtates had no eye to 
the fgnified diſplay of the divine light, but changed the truth 
into a lie, Rom. i. a . and looked upon the figurative things, the 
glory of this world, to be the originals.” This was the caſe of 
the od beathen world, as it is'now the caſe of too many more 
culpable worſhippers of nonentitiet, And then it was impo- 
flible, in man's preſent circumſtances, to reclaim them from 
error to have a true ſenſe of the things that areſeen, and which 
was neceſſary to their having right. ideas of divine thin 
from them, it was impoſſible to draw them to receive cheſs 
created things in their — deſtination, as gutes of ſplri - 
tual things, any otherwiſe than by giving them a plain de- 
TLenffration of the divine power over the natural agents, by 
making efp repreſentations of them in the rabernacle or tem- 
ple,” and by employing them to bins without ebe vf, Levir. 
xXiv; 3. (as the material ones do in our previees ftate on this 
fd&ofthe holy manſions) tolight him that miniſtered, in order 
to his eiſtering into the preſence of Jawovan: Thus, but 
only thus, could they be guarded againſt having erroneous no- 
tions of nature and nature's courſe, and againſt being led by 
ſuch wrong notions to adopt more heretical ſentiments of the 
divinity and of the courſe of his providence, ſentiments ever 
ſpringing from fa/ſe philoſopby.. Col. ii. 8. Thus only could they 
de brought to confeſs theſe, and the agents which they reh. 
ſented, to be in Go v*vſervice for the uſe of the earthy or Sw 
nan nature in Cb#3P, not merely to be looked at; But 0 
tight the outwrard man and alfo the in ward man, by ſetting 
before him a fignificative ſbudew of the manifeſtation of glory 
to be made to Cb, the rut tabernacie, and to us built up in 
him. So that the re-exbibivion of theſe matters under the 
law was as plainly neceſſary for-thoſe O attended not to 
\exhibition of the things of Go d-by rbe thingt that are ſeen; | 
. * 


the\ 
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dem to fill us with ſpiritual ſcience. - To every 
of our fellow - creatures ſhe we the things of 
this azure-arched temple ;- but let us remember 
what our Saviour ſaid of this temple in minia- 
ture, let us follow his counſel and riſe from theſe 
ens to what is /ignified by them, let not our ee 
nor hearts take up their reſt here in the world, 
but let us go hence to the divine originals, ſol - 
lowing our Saviour's ſteps; knowing that theſe 
will avail us, when this. go/den-roofed temple of 
the heavens, like the ſecond temple, its figure, q 
ſhall be deſtroyed. For was this temple of the 
univerſe made for money-changers, for ſellers of | 
doves, for a den of thieves? No, this, like the * 
ſcriptural temple, was built after the patterns of 
870 in the heavens, (f) that we might by this 

| f means 


Row, 1. 19. as theſe lune; wars firſt b eee 
To us ideas of the former, Thus what the reaſon of 
would lead us to think of, and what nature repre- 
Fakes, to be, the courſe of GOD rovidence, the 88 aſſure us 
has a#ually been ed; that a like merciful exhib. 
tion of light was made man under the law to ſee 
things gs by. (See the following notes). And if a man is not 
Fines bythe above ana that evidently ſubſiſts between 
things ©; ble and inviſible, that the appointment of the mo- 
2 oe e good things to come under the law was a 
ral procedure, let him ſhew me ins thing Gon produces 
in f natiiral world that did not fi exiſt in its miniature 
al model, arid then he will have reoſos to deny that we have 
n 155 — A * deſcription Hass ui vine o õοõ,i ; . 
-B- only a 
e phor, w/o — 4 8 ie 
rtant ca — ce 
— in general of what I "tare ben ladourin 


2 — 
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means have ſacred ideas of them, and in it a. 
dore the architedt of ſo much love to man, with 

| at 


particularly in the courſe of this work, in oppoſition to det 
and — fo? ron the Socinians, that the ſcriptural on 
ſentations of things are fri1y juſt, becauſe they are the aa. 
rare! ones. Before I proceed to the proof, I muſt defire 
reader to conſider the fate of the heathen world who ſery 
the hoſt of heaven, as it is reported in the $$ and in the Ri- 
ſtories of the latter heathens, the Greeks and Romans ; I muſt 
beg of him to recollect the many ſolemn cautions Gov is ſail 
to * his people againſt running into this error Heut. 
Iv. 19. Cc. the great end of the miracles which as they a 
reported, were evidently fitted by a particular propriety, (ſe 
the Biſhop of London's ſermons) to diſplay the diuine ſim 
over the natural _=_ each nation worſhipped —- 
and the frequent claims Gov made of the ſeveral powers 
en nature to himſelf, their former, in conſequence of- this 
evidence exhibited before them, Pſaim cxv. 15, — i 
$.—ſſaiab xlviii. 13, -— And he muſt add tb this, tha 
| was not, as their certainly is not any power in nature 
that the p&ple did not, in the ſeveral inſtituted rites of ſacri- 
Fees, offerings, waſtings, &c. employ and ſo acknowledge to- 
gether with themſelves in the ſervice of the moſt high Jz x 0- 
Nan. For then he will be the better prepared for . 


(4? 
. 


Have to ſay in proof of the taberdacle or temple having 
them figures of theſe vifible heavens, as well as patterns 
the 2 ſpiritual things. Becauſe he will ſee that ſuch a 
ard repreſentation was neceſſary to give them a ſtandin 
and obvious idea of the things in this ſyſtem, which th 
might otherwiſe err about, and aſcribe, as all that have Is 
revelation ever. have done, independent Der He 
will perceive alſo, that fixing the idr of theſe vi in 
was in fact fixing the right and natural ſenſe of the in 
things which: are, #gnifed. by them, and of courſe, that it 
Was only carrying on the ſame merciful and grand deſign # 
manifeſting; himſelf in idea here, in order to fit us for the 
prefect manifeſtation of himſelf in a happy heregſtor, and 
of leading men by theſefeps.up to Hin, who had kindly en- 
Saged to alter our nature, to make our darkneſs light, and 
ro conquer our enemies, to waſh away our Egyptian abami- 
- . mations, and. to cleanſe. our lepdr, to N 
i] 


«sonſecrate us in a pecuſiar manner to himſelf for ever. 


- 
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an heart and liſe attuned to his ſervice, For 
this was the creature given, not to divert us 
from, 


L may obſerve by the way, though infdeliry may object a+ 
gainſt, the neceſſity of this alteration of our nature, yet as is 
muſt and has in many of its patrons treated us as plants, ſet 


here by the deity, ſo till it can prove that a. ſeed, or plene 


| Pſalm xxii. 23. ci. 28.— XXXVIL 26,—— Amos ix, 1. 


no alteration of condition, that it is Gos dg- 

fgn it ſhould continue without change what it is 2 it 

r r account 

things e under 

2 like influence of the divine agents, and to be ruflifed to 

n r 

on ſenſe of things. mes Lays 1 rea 

der, I may proceed to prove that there n the 

temple or ta a figure of the viſible wor I remark- 

ed in the laſt note, that the words deſcribing. the pray =o 

A were uſed for the 11 6 that are 
the 


thence transferred to denote the 20 1 
reſt, the word for the whole : ernacle, t Az. 
Exod, xxvi. 7. is applied, 22 Aix. 5. to the tabernael 
of the, heavens p the material ſu» or /ight ; the 
word for the /ight of the 2 MR Aus, Exodus xxV. 


% 


37+ is uſed for the /ight of this world, Gen. i, 3. the fluid © 


matter or i beater! to fupply it, is calied w, Suenen, 
from the word ZW, Suem, uſed for the matter of the hea- 
2 that is alſo ſeparated in the ſolar fire, Exod. xxv, 6, 
Lb ll Job. 24 the miraculous lous glery that ed 
the one is called 125, Keep, by the name of ler 
of this, world, Exod. xvi. 10, — xXxiv, 17. the cloud or air 
is called after the c/oud or returning air of this ſyſtem ia 
#4 Excd. iii. 27, — xl. 34+ 1 Kings viii. 10. 
heſe words I ſay, not to enumerate the others, 12 —1a 
WE V — 9 Exod. Xxvi. 1.—Pſalm civ. 
2. Curtains are ly applied to the things of biz 
world. And in * 2 languages, the offspring 
of, a proſtitute fancy debauching truth, it is uſual to a 2 
words to things by way of met or figure, when the 
— correſpond with tbat from whi the term is borrow. 


ed, as I might eaſily inſtance if the ſpeQator No. 595 will not 


e it ; yet it is. not ſo with the 


| 
| 
| 


* 
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from, but to lead us to Gop. And how tefs 

ible, yet not more terrible than juſt will be 
a | the 


that is, like the divine ſubject of it, the only one begotthn of 
Gop, This is to a demonſtration ideal, and never gives us 
a figure of a thing that will not hold throughout, with the 
Uſual allowances for finite and infinite, &c. unlefs the text 
itſelf confines us to ſome particular only wherein they agree, 
as 1 Pet. v. 8. So that when we read of a curtained ſtrue- 
ture with an infirument of light, &c. and find the canopy of 
the heavens deſcribed as ſuch, is it poſſible froni ths nature 
of language, but that we ſhould have /ike ideas of both; 
and conclude the one to have been ſimilar to the other? When 
the writers uſe the ſame expreſſions in hoth deſcriptions, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe they meant not to convey the ſame ideas, that 
is, meant not what they ſpoke, it is undoubtedly true, that the 
things deſcribed talked with each other. And if the infidel 
will aſſert that they did not uſe the wordi to convey the ſame 
ideas, becauſe they are ſpoken of different things, I may witN 
equal reaſon affirm, that no word, in any writer, even in any 
compoſition after bis taſte, has the ſame ſenſe, or conveys the 
fame idea in any two places it is uſed in, becauſe it is applied 
to different things: ſo that an aſſertion of this kind will make 
all baman writings and diſcourſe alſo, even his own, a heap of 
wnintelligible phraſes. It being then rationally to be inferred 
from the uſage of a word for two things, that they both gave 
the ſame idea, in a certain meaſure, it may alſo be as ratio 
nally concluded from the Moſaic deſcription, that the appoint» 
ment in the tabernacle was figurative of the appointment in 
the heavens; by which Christ humanity was, and we are ſu« 
Nained in natural life, as well as deſcriptive of 8 
one, by which his ſoul was and now with his body is, as 
we ſhall be, ſupported with him in ſpiritual life in glo 4 
Whilſt it ſets before us the curtained ta cle in whic 180 
Feurative prieſt miniſtered to enter into the holy of bolys and 
1 figurative preſence, it exhibits to us, on theſe principles, 
a view of the ledger canopy of theſe heavens which he was t6 
refide and to minifter in, in order to paſs through this vei of 
nature into the real preſence of Go v. Here indeed I am ſo un- 
happy as to have not only -derfs but even men under the Ch 
fian name to contend againſt, whoſe names have abundantly 
more weight than their arguments, though I might oppoſe to 


them names full as reſpectable in my favour, For ſome — 
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the condemnation of them who dare to proſti - 
tute this building of Go to the vileſt of world - 
ly purpoſes, when they ſhall, as they in the 
nature of how . — rere u. out 
rod "raven fg» "1 | 
M m But 


will of = f 
want of reading. the 3 2 a fanlty . 


but in its origi 8 
gacy of $01, —— a wiſdom none 


can ſucceſsfull | and it, with a 
. uy roles oe , treating 


the on of at 
3 
mſeives judges tht un- 


IT 


EE ws, 


ſi 


have y erred, for want of attending to the 
the $9 aro written, which, 1 * 25 cc uroly conclude 
—_ repreſentations of things 2 75 clude 


— 


pr EE Dk and 5 1 
i myſteries in their lips an S. 1 
iv. 7 8 
quiring into N. or ce, becauſe ſome have miſcarried; 
or to refuſe , becauſe harctical or m 
thodifical heated 1 ve debauched it ;. or to reje the 
| of the vine, becauſe they have met with adu/terated juice. 
If my reader is one of thoſe r let him be pleaſed 
ſeriouſly to aſk himſelf. this one queſti ion, “ where the diffe- 
ny ies between the Jews and Cbyiſtian in 1, of 
Teſtament, op way ihe over the heart is. 2 Cor. 
lie 15? For fince the later is as viſible to them as it is to us, I 
conceive he will be convinced it can only lay in their looking 
tothe letter of the 88, to the gar, the Yezpoudlya & TyTEN, 
Jeb XX, 25, or prints, Wap thing: they are the 
| — 


manifeſtation of things unſeen, but by things that are ſeen 
that he is 


en all hands bye | 
figures of the 


more than the deiſs can have, to our ſaying with antient and 
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- But why ſhines: the moon with this fullneſs 
of its luſtre at this ſeaſon rather than at an- 
ther ? It is becauſe it is nearly oppoſed to the 
ſun 3 for in this ſituation, like ſome faithful 
ſteward, it diſpenſes the light which it receives 
4 e from 
thus ere 47 pl ”_ oder tat 2 80 
convinced, that the ven 


may be juſtly ſaid to be over the 
Hearts of many others beſides thoſe of the in reading the 
SS, yet T hope it will lead him to 


eas there can be 


repriſenting them, the 88 is ſuch a manifeſtation, and 

| Found to receive it as ſuch, and to de informed ow 
it, He muſt lament what cauſe of ridicule has beam given 

ty the 88 

d inſtead of 


the common en by men not agreeing, what 


ngs, 

which when drawn and educed from the ſheath? 

Fa (a) is fitted * to penetrate 
es, With ＋ to the matter in queſtion, it is allowed 
iftians, that the tabernacle and Fomple were 
pet ' becauſe they are very den- 
tially for us called fo, and treated as'ſuch in the Ne Teſta- 
ment. oba ii. 20. Heb. ix, 11. And they have no objeQtion; any 


modern wiſemen that the body is a microcoſm, the World in 
miniature, Therefore does it not fairly that what 
was a type of the world in miniature or microcoſm, was a type 
alſo of the world itſelf ? Doubtleſs it does. But then it will 
be aſked, what could be the reaſon of its being this doub/e 
type ? And to this I anſwer, on the authority of 88 und 
on the principles of common ſenſe, that it was made uli. 
a type of Chri, becauſe it was medrately a figure of this 
ſtem. For as the SS repreſent what nature delineates, a , 
favourable diſpoſition of the divine agents dwelling wich their 
— under certain limitations in Chrift, confining their ſaving 
uence within him; Rom, viii. x. Eph. i, ſo the taberna- 
cle and temple, having in them a pure of this vifible ſyſtem 
and of the influence of the natural agents-within certain . 
1 | mit NN 
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bon the en to the children of men. Fhe 
more it is in this eppoſite direction, the more it 
imbibes of the ſolær ray, and the more it tranſ - 
mits to us. In proportion alſo as it declines in 
M m 2 its 


mers, was with natural alſo e figure of 

the microcoſm — — the divine a- 

gents, with the fullneſsof their 1 , were to bo 

maniſeſt. It m granted that this ſyſtem is 

limited; but ty the 89, e authority 1am e. 
i 

ingfor, tie, Fo 


. XI. aa. but it follows on 
eh for, tne 
I may wait long enough for, 


unleſs he can prove, which 

—³ «— — 
— go, — its/'a nity, or can prove, if 
any of , how there can, even upon 
cal principles, be #wo i ſubfiſting : when it 
is evident to: common nts; chad the effence of the one muſh 
exclude the cen ibu of the other, and therefore the 
exiſtence of both-would bounded.” But to ro- 
turn, ——— — u— 
nacle, to its thus macroceſm of the world, and thence 
e to us the of Chrif, 'wherein the divine agents 
manifeſR, — — Leg — 
— — i, $8; Firft, to up a conſtant 
— — pdf the mares i or frame of na- 
ture, hen the Ifraaliros ſhould paſs to another 


y 5 
xl. 36. W os. E 


ELSY 


oj 2 —— — 2. | 
+ Yea; gloriows 


I chaos e wr anda, 


Bromrz, 


bee th natrs agents they viral 


; wth a nterito give 
jr — nee from his oy 
the 


joys aon 


vo them an idea alſo of the ta- 
e of the removing of the di- 
whien Gov ſhould for ſale 
it 3 in che Fſalm of Gov's taking 
away the'light of 51. — rl Xxvii. 46. *p 
Ge, ny Ge, why lg iber 
SS ſpeak ofthe pation oy bt the 
expreſſions that have had 


'or of his tabernacle under 
difficulties, but in this view 
om 


me, — 


8 


its courſe from this point of view, its ſupplies of 


ſeveral deſcriptions of way have an 
| ralpropri 1e 
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light decreaſe, its ſplendor is abridged, colt 264 
laſt being placed in conjunction with the ſun, 
bf ne to us, and we receive no 

a be · 6 


convey. images ; for they report its being in a 
— 22 — —_— conſlellati ant thereaf, n 


not give their light, Bag 4954 light 2 7 in 
ts going forth, and the moon not cauſe its light to in,, 
Iſaiah 22 10. and the heavens EE t the day 


ſhould be 
of the wrath of the Lord of ations ver; 13 to denote ſpiri- 
tualſy the favourable * of the ſpiritual agents be- 
ing withdrawn from him, and ren vindict ius towards 
the tabernacle of his bod Ws in the day of wrath, as the natural 
agents were towards earth at the flood. 1 Pet. iii. 204 
And. of this the altered face of nature at his crucifixion was: - 
friAly deſcriptive, when; the a in this ſyſtem were. 
made to wit bold their brightneſs, Cc. Matt xavib. —— 68 
Ha. ii; 6, 21. and Foel ii, 10. in this 2 
iptions. Hence alſo the 88 * . 
afpe# to him and 


the tabernacle or microcoſm of his 
gents ſhould be refored with every 
in him, under the images of new —— and a nc 
earth, a new dif] n in favour of his ze craature, 
like to that which followed the deſtruction by the nod. 
Tſejab li. 16, — Ixv. 17, —— Ixvi. a.. 2 F. ii. ao. 
And it is, in this view as a y tahernacle; Habe, ix. oY 
which God hath pitched for the ſun of righteouſneſs 
2 4. that all things are ſaid to be gathered toge-. 
er in Our, in Caxz1sT, even as material 8 
in this 570 tabernacle Ar de Epb. i 


120.— Pb. i. 20. Again, in the 8222 he is 
ſpoken of as built, or machinated (J en) like the S017 
Rum1 eridias elevations., Upon the whole: then it is 
clear there is ſo far from being any 75 an arifing from the 
tabernacle s being appointed a hy erer 6 — ad nature, 
which the body of Chriſt was to miniſter in, that 


Wo - is ultimately atype of this latter, aun ac s becauſe. it was'a, 


figure of the , the world ; and —— — 
—— — oy asf 4 


ſented, 05 thoreſurs RY et x96 moſt vat 
„in the New Teſtament, thn 


uad, aste havsbs been be de ne *. 


: _—_—  — — — — A OA ANT as ere ee 


[ 269 ] 
benefit by it, till it has repaired or repleniſbed 
its face with the ſun - beams. Thus nature gives 
us an idea of the cauſe of our having or not ha- 
ving this lunar light, But for what great end 


are 

t and is ,expreſs)y made a figure of the beawens 

Rae which Chrif paſſed; Heb. ix. and God's reſidence 
in heaven is ſ 


of as in a temple... Rev. xi. 19. Now! 
my to „ Whether the words bea ve 
and heavenly things do not refer us to the vifble, objefts we 
know under theſe names for our ideas of the inwvifibles, He 
muſt own they do: then it fairly follows there muſt be ſome- 
what in theſe fimi/ar to the other, ſomewhat. in this v 

or tabernacle that correſponds with the orber : it 
were to make it an improper reference. For the words, ©* pat- 
terns of heavenly things lead us firſt to the vile heavens, 
and thruugh thoſe to the ſpiritual heavens denoted 
them. S of 
one is ſaying that it was a pattern of the other ; as much as 
my ſaying a picture is the draught. of a building which I call 
by the well-known name of ſome ſtructure or model in mini- 
ature is in other words 2 Aructure to bear the /ike- 
nel of that building, and the idea of the one to be given us by - 

other, is be a fair deduction, as I have reaſon to ap- 

prehend it to be, I think it is a ful/ proof of what 1 have 
vanced. Becauſe, ſaying there is a temple in the 
xv. 5. is ſaying there is a Smlar golden · rooſed in 
theſe vibe heavens, be it never ſo far inferior. in beauty or 

, a ſimilar fabric, vaulted with impel/ing radiance (or 2 

2, ſee pag. 116 note (4) Pſalm Ixviii. 35) as the | 

1x) the :mpelling, 


was covered with boiry ſkins of (S 
puſoing goats, the emblems of it. £xod. Xxvi. 7.—XXxXxvi. 14. 
And the SS affirming the Lord Gop and the lamb (whom 
they elſewhere repreſent by the porvers of this world, as a c- 
ſuminę, but ſatisfied fire, a divine ligbe — Uma) 
to be this temple, Rev. xxi. 22. is alſo as ful an evidence that. 

uſed, as I have obſerved, the tabernacle or temple as por: 
term of this ſyſtem with the natural agents in it, and thence. 
transfer it todenote the infinitely more glorious the lamb, 
withthe divine agents, the Lord Gop in him. St. Paul's appli> 
cation of theſe patterns in the tabernacle makes the matter 
ſtill clearer, He reports them Hed. viii. 5.—x. 1. to have been 


, ſbadows of heavenly things and the good things to came, | 


[ 250 } © 
are thoſe changer in her courſe, thoſe variations 
in her aſpect? In nature they have their mi- 
nent uſes, as we haye obſerved. Beeauſe' 
they contribute to manage the vaſt ſphere of 
95 . Wa- 


conſequently of Chris offering himſelf, and then ints' 
the true holy of a ch Now thall I aſk che? Chriſt offered 
Hitmfelf > was it not in this world, under this ve// of nature) 
it was: then the place without the weil in the tabernadle; where 
the prieꝶ ſacrificed muſt have been a figure of this cori, or elſe 
it would have been mo pattern of things to come. Or whence 
did Cbrif go? was it not from this ſyſtem into the holy heavens, 
2277 fays Jobn xvi. — *. — — world : yy ht Loo 
lieſt place repreſented : ace the prie fro 
in order to oy ond the veil have had in them a figure 
of this wor ence Chrift went, as well as the Bolle ce 
remarkably had in them figures of the agents in this fy 8 
and of the een agents (fee the noteon cee Theſe 
are dbwious inferences, nor is there a —— 8 to be made 
from 88 more evident, and I may ſafely ſay, they camot be 
overthrown, Becauſe, if we were impioufly to treat the 
SS as buman writings, we ſhould not impoſe what ſenfe we 
pleaſed, and then argue from it as an abſurdity : but we 
ſhould take the author's meaning, as it may be collected 
from his own words, and when this is found to be agreeable 
to every natural repreſentation of things, as it is beyond the 
row 


$8 — 
power of infidelity upon its owwn principles to o. ow it, 
ſo is it as ſtrong an evidence of Ie being given by 2 7 
Lord, who makes his creature atreſ his miſflon. 


But further the tabernacle is exprefsly cal the 1eftimo- 


ented by figns other things, as witneſſes do by fignificative 
Lot: a ny bid to have 
recourſe to, when the teſtimony ſhould be M Jon, I. vill. 


Jboutd-up :' and when the projed of the things to come, the faw' 
— — be DNN ſeated and in 4 (not 
among ft in thoſe that are taught of the true Iſalab, 
rp. e. (hear it Soci ian and. Arian ents) of the fete. 
Ming Jx 8 vs or Saviews, To which the phraſes, 7 c 

lebt in their bearts, Heb. viii. 10. x. 16. Cc. belong : becauſe 
the ideas which the law gives of Chyift and of ourſelves in him 
Are thro* the ſpirit engraved in our hearts. And _—_— 

BY wor 
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waters, and are adapted to anſwer the ſeveral 

demands of the creatures whether animal, as the 

ſhelly tribe, &c. or vegetable in their ſeveral 

ſtages of life, But what ides does this courſe 
of 


word Ip Oo, the heavens are alſo ſaid Dent. xxxi. 28. to be 
matte a teſtimony TIT N. againſt pore goo fgnifying, 


eo = — 25. , think 8 
More, t oD 
Lac - 2 — Which ſhews the 


| — was ſuch, my reader mu 1 I think. admit my conclu- 

Cons that the oye was in ſome degree a pattern of the. other. 
he has any doubt about the meaning of the word, under 

which the beavenzare ſaid to be a tefimosy, a8 the ——j 

was 

5 7 


— of all 88, or the preſent — s of oy origins 2 
brew to ſhew me if they can, For I am of opinion, that 
whilſt theſe two words fignify and repreſent ſtand in our lan- 
guage, and are adopted by every writer as * are, when 
they would bear witneſs either for or aga! y thing, it 
2 — to contend againſt thing's being 
repreſented by any verbal teſtimony given concerning it, And 
could they 2 nge theſe, the words deſcribe or giving ideas 
of a thing will ſtill be in their way and prove what I am 
contending for, that ſaying the beawens are witneſſes is 
ſaying they contain a repreſentation and give ideas of the di- 
vine economy, as the tabernacle did. So that the opponents 
of the original 88 ſhould take care what words they make uſe 
of againſt them: for there has not one of them appeared who 
does not in bis own words afford us a proof of what he is ar- 
Suing againſt, Deiſm eſpecially by the uſe of theſe words and 
others gives us an antidote againſt it, and evinces that as men 
can raiſe no ideas an . S 2 ſo — cannot obtain 

any themſelves, enſible „gut, ret reſentations or de- 
heriuion of them, 'Whence we = a demonſtration of the 


ne. 


1 — — 
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it be wondered the 88 4 ed ons 
ifitual 


ledge. For as the prophets, till going on upon che ſame plan, 
after the 
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of things give the ſoul, that by the channels of 
ſenſe muſt derive all its ideas of ſpirituals £ Muſt 
it not point out ſome ſimilar effects produced 


by ſome ſimilar means? Yes, it muſt picture 


_— ſome- 
neceſſity mankind were and are under of having a Jprifcant 
revelation of i ble perſons and things. Perhaps it will be 


faid the words in themſelves bear no likeneſs of the things, 
and it is true they do not: but they do with reſpeR to the ideas 
affixed to them. And as words have ideas affixed to them, ſo 
have the things a form annexed to them, that we may from 
thence have an idea of otherwiſe inviſible objects. This is and 
ever muſt be our ſenſe of the heavens being witneſſes, whilft 
we abide by the true fpnification of the word. Nor need 


to be 
like the tabernatie, fignificant witneſſes of ſp things, 
which all reaſoriing from our preſent method of obtaining 
our ideas ſhews we want in order to ſpiritual" know- 


report with St. Pau/ that the tabernacle was 
aan TenniT or pattern of heavenly things,” ſo they alſo 
expreſsly affirm, that Gop made this vb, world after the 
pattern or M TexnvT. This word is rendered under. 
faniding, but as DOIN Hexen denotes what we call aße or 
diſcernment, ſo does this fignify the formed or framed defign, 
previous to the outward execution of it: being derived of 1 
to build. And it is applied ſpiritually to ſome deſign &f the 
mind by which a thing is to be built, and as a noun c uſed 
for ſpiritual edrfication, according to St, Jude for our being 
built up in the faith, ver. 20. Iſaiab xliv. 13. will us 
to the idea, and he will make it after the YAN image or 
frame of a man. And hence it is uſed in Dan. viii. a3. for 
one who underſtandeth riddles or repreſentations, who unra« 
velleth fgns, who has an idea of what is defigned, and is in- 
formed or edified by them: in ſhort, one, whoſe mind is form. 
ed to have a proper conſtruction of a thing, as a ſon has a con- 
ftrufion or is bl by and after the image of his parents. And 
hence too Solcmon uſes it for that ſcience we have of and by 
rables or ſmilitudes which he requires us to ſeek. So that by 
Fitting the /dea of this word we find the SS affirm, Prov. iii. 
29, —Pſalm exxxvi. 5. that Go p hatlr framed Y the beau 
er the pattern, the built or the defign he had determined to 
te, according to and with the plan he IA 
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ſomewhat of this kind or be »s picture and'give 
no idea to 'the inward ſenſe. Be it then out 
index : and when we accept it as ſuch, what a 


ſolemn and ſerious ſcene of important truths are 
. we 


that he formed them for a 4 ation by which we ſhould 
be edified and built up in ſpiritual, Knowledge z making them 
a viſible model, as the image was in ow xliv. 13 Indeed as 
the word ſtands tranſiated, ſince ai the $5 report the Chrifian 
ſcheme 1 Cor. i. 24. — ii, 3. to be God's wiſdom, nay, aH 

the treaſures of his wi ſo ſaying, '** the heavens were 
made by or according to wiſdom," is ſaying, ** they are made 
by or according to this infinitely wiſe, this wonderfully confiruc- 
fed ſcbeme. But more is it to be proved from the native 
ſenſe of the word, that the beavent art a pattern or 
——— exhibition of the divine defith. And fince the 
tabernacle and temple are ſaid' to be built too after the pattern 
by the fame word, theſe muſt neceſſary have been figures of 
the beawvens, Which makes the deſtruction of the world be ſpo- 
ken —— with the deſtruction of the temple, and ſhall as 
certainly be completed before the generation, the genus buma- 
num, the race of 1 _ away, Now to omit other 
proofs, let a candid: put all thefe arguments together 
and determine for himſelf, whether they are not a plain evi- 
dence, that the rabernacle and temple had in them a price 


tation of this vifible world, and by this means of the ſpiritual 
— * the ſupport of the manhood of Chriff and of us 
thro in eternal life, All that Cbriſian profeſſors have to 
do iy to ſhew the repreſentation to be a juſt one, And who a+ 
mongſt the deifts has arrived to that pit of infidelity and con» 
tradition to his fenſes, unleſs born hh, as to deny that Go v 
has in nature provided us a go/den roofed temple, a tabernacle 
vaulted with radiance, diffuſrve as the hairs of a goat, ſee pag. 
269, and in which he has placed a golden candleftick for man to 
de and miniſter in, before his emigration to the celeſtial 
manſions beyond this veil of ther, particoloured like that in 
the remple. None can deny this; nor conſequently deny that 
whilſt nature ſhews the 'reaſonableneſs and fitneſs, ſhe alſo 
gives us an idea of a ſimilar appointment in the ſpiritual ſy- 
ſtem, to keep up a ſenſe of the ſtate we are to paſs through 
after — our forerunner, Nature leads us to what the $$ 


confronts thoſe who, under a pretence of having 


* £7 @ * 
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we directed to? For tbat it is natural to beliere 
the exiſtence of 2 badowing diſpenſation, pre- 
viouſly to the manifeſtation of the fun of righte- 
5 all natur- has. before atteſted, . 


er feit notions. 


cauſe I ſhew him r. dei — upon — 
—_ „ the natural intrinfic c fitneſs and 
ſeriptural L Or when we 
we are u rer by nature* EET 
ence, whenwerecolle the 
470 natura, aliud ſapientia - mx «© nature never 4 
pande oe + * and: - we attend to the 
expreſs ertions . — $$; is it cauſe for. o 
wthorities that this viſible wor 
worldly temple on whoſe curtains the 
things of Go pare curiouſly wrought, as 
beynacle and on the wall: of the temple, in order to give 
2271 of the 9 — things we are called to partake of in 


were inthe 


Norer ſome among the « 2 , who have never ſuſpocted un- 
the tranſcri to the ſenſe, may be averſe to 
— Male comets of and adopt the truth ſhe arrefs. 
But ſome bearing the Chrifian name will henee how 
wnnaturally and unſcripturally they have conceded to 
% an informing light of nature in oppoſition to revelation, 
and they will alſo perceive how unaptly the controverſy has 
hon carried on with the authors of — old a. the 
ereation, &c. on their part, when they have — 0nxp Chriflia- 
nity wit — —— 

en weight, An And 
„ ea O ir writings ving tie — 

| der ſuch diſagreeable convictions of the i — thei 
ve put revelation upon, I ſhall not at their 
defirous to ſhut out the light, under the names of == 
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pag. 228, & ſeq.) And now ſhe kindly lights us 
into the circumſtances wherein the reflex light 
from the preſignificative body of prophets, prieffs 
and Iingi, in their ſeveral ſhadowing movements, 
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10 ideas, this u- 

verſal temple or the 2 repreſe . it afford us 

a inge of the i νιν bie heaven. | | 
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can v1ily ſhine into the hearts of men and uſher 
CHRIST, with all his converting power, into 
the foul. O SPIRIT of glory, who almecan 
animate the ſouls of men, make theſe circum» 

ſtances 


199. The tabernacle of Molch, i. e. the leader or ruling a- 
gent, the /ight of nature, which was worſhipped by the An- 
monitts, &c. and which the 1ſraclites apoſtatized to, was re- 

markably a humanly-deviſed figure of this lucid agent in the 
ſeven ſpheres, according to K Simon in Ialkut, and Paul 
Fagius on the Chald. Parapbras. of Levit. who report it to 
have had ſeven hollows, in each of which they offered a ſacrifice, 

Whence Gov claims this power, by telling the people they 
ſhould rejoiceiti Hine their ſpiritual king, or Melec , Pſa. 

exlix. 2. So we read they had à temple built in Ceylon or 
Sumatra like the ſun, according to Benj. Trudelins, in h oe 

nal tranſlated by Ari, Montanus, ' This too was the reaſon of 
their keeping up a perpetual fire on the altar, lighted by the 
| Jon, (fee Vg. An. 2. 2933 513. 5. 742. in «ſum Delpb. and 

e notes) in imitation of it, Hence @wvid ſays, the palace of 
the ſun was adorned with repreſentations of this fyſtem, with 
ceeli fulgentis imago, the image of the reſulgent heaven, and 
that it was not to be ſeen even by Phaeton in its full ſplenddr, 

Metamorpb. lib. 2, 17, 22. a « Aftra tenent carlefte ſo- 

' bum formægue deorum, * the ſtars and the forme or frames 

of the deities occupy the heavens.** Nay, the heavens were 
thought by all the heathens to be and were called the palatis 

or rabernacles of the deities, as Voſſius ſays, Vol, 1 

200, by the Perfians, Heſyeb, by Arie. de purt. an, I. 2. 
c. 17. Hence Plutarch in Alex, has © vggvioxo0;” a little 
heaven of tent as the Syriac, Cicero calls them ** cerula templa, 
cerulean or ſky coluured temples — Virgil © flellantis regia 
cali, the palates of the ſtarfy heaven. Horace ** reftum 
cali," the roofed bouſe of heaven, Ovid ©* magni palatia reli, 
the 2 of the great heaven —Lucrerius * Tucida cli 
templa, the lucid temples of heaven. Varro, „ remplum"" 
the temple. So that we may ſee the beat ben had a notion, 
though a corrupt one, that the things ſeen were ſome how or 
other forms of divine things, and as it were another more 

" Nately tabernacle or temple, as they call them, wherein the dei- 
ty they worſhipped manifeſted himſelfto them. And I need 
not ſcruple to affirm that the peripaterics, from ſome tradition 

Ot their being patterns, to give us intelligence about inviſible, 
formed their c ſaleſr notion of there being ** intelligencivs — 
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Rtances theirs, And may they from this handy 
work of thine learn by what means thy -prophe- 
tic diſpenſation is the teſtimony of JESUS. For 
does not this moon, whilſt ſhe runs-in pious a- 
gree- 


the heavens, by r of which as an exemplar or co 
they might be rendered the more like unto, them. And I 
think it is clear that this gave riſe to what Arifforle ſays, in the 
golden werſes, of a Oucs vonTos, and a Gig a nr, 
the intelligible god, and the ſenſible or viſible god, Becauſe the 

inciple he adopts is, that nothing can come into the intel - 
I's, unleſs it enters firft by the intervening ſenſe, though he 
was not led by the things vi#5/e to his ſenſes to the invi- 
Able things of Gop, which are under a formation of the 
ſame word, ſaid by St. Paul, Rom. i. 20. to be vosulua, 
wnderflood and mentally conceived by them, but run into groſely 
_—_ notions of the world's being the body of Gov, it= 

f a divinity and eternal, Epipb, contra Hæret. lib. 1. How 
the heaven came to be called cælum may deſerve our enquiry, 
for it is as regularly derived from c&/o, to grave“ as c- 
lum, 2 graving inſtrument' is, or as regnun is from re- 
no, &c;z herein imitating the Radbbins, who call the rabula- 
tum tignt aut dis caclum, the carved or painted ceiling (from 
the Fr. ciel) by the name of the heavens, NW Snen t, Schindler. 
Should the word be taken from the Greet xo1Ao5, this will 
only ſhew the thing clearer, becauſe engraving is 


by hellowing, And if this is its origin, we may ſee that 


that they, who firſt called them ſo, however they worſhipped 
them in contradiction to themſelves, as our free-thinkers do 
the unnatural fancies of their brain, plainly looked upon the 
bea vent to be engraved bollowed of their deities as Ovid 
ſays above, wherein they were chara#erized, as the form of a 
man or Cc. is engraved to our ſenſe, or by which divine ſcience, 
as waters in a canal, x A, is conveyed, that is, carried toge- 
tber with the outward impreſſions to man. Nor is it teſs to 
be remarked that we now call the heavens, Aer: per 

from 5x1&, Sx1A, umbra, as being ſhades or badows, I 
obſerved that the temples of the heathens had in them flatues or 
repreſentations of the reſpective powers they worſhipped, and 


were held to be the refdence of their deities,” according to Ta- 


citus, And I may add, they had alſo gilt roofs according to 
Ovid, and as Ariſftophanes ſays, golden gates, and were 12 
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greement with the 88, demonſtrate that the fore- 
running predictive body of rites or perſons, or 
the viſible fgurative things of nature will only 
yield their quota of /ight, to ſhew us what ſhall 

; be 


dorned with pictures, according to Livy, and with Bont, -the 
*known emblems of the /ighr, And it may be remarked too, 
that many amongſt the Romans &c. were round, to denote 
the form of the heavens ; others had four fides and gates to 
denote the ſcaſons or quarters of the heavens, according to 
Montfaucen on their temples, and in each fide three windows, 
to anſwer the months in each uarter. Some were built of 
braſs, ſome of tranſparent ſtone to let in the light, but all 
with pillars before them, in imitation of Solomon :- two pillars, 
to fignify the columns of light and air that ſupported thecur- 
tained heavens, and were made to ſerve God's people and 
attend the rabernacle, as well to ſhew their dependance an 
JrnovAA 28 to re t the divine light and ſpirit, who 
would accompany Cbrift and Chriftians, As to that of Fupi- 
ter _—_— the Eleans to the air — (as we 
may Fove, being a phraſe for being 

2 air) it is notorious from Pasſanias's deſcripti N 
that it was full of repreſentations of their God and of a great 
part of the Pagan mythology. Platarch ſays, it is reported 
that Numa built a temple of an orbicular form, to keep the 
Hacred- fire in, intending thereby not to gur the ea 


ther fx, bearing plainly the form of the ſyſtem. with its, fx 
orbs and central ſun: Hence we meet with another, in 
.allufion. to this, quite triangular. So that notwithſtand- 
ing we find the greatly. deviating from the (a- 
.cred built of the tabernacle or temple, and running into 


an unnatural and unmeaning architeFure, a reſuſe bf ſcience, 

To generally efteemed and copied. by moderns, yet we may 

perceive, that in their .defgns they endeavoured. at a cor- 

rupt repreſentation of the univerſe, and of the zatural po- 

rel and ſo far copied the Ante- Moſale ta 

or ark of God's people, Exod, xxXiii. 7. _ 
w 
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be revealed in fuller glory, when received and 


reſpected by man in fair oppoſition to the ſun of 


righteouſneſs, when the types and impreſſions of 


the divinity are conſidered with their faces 


N — 


things 

s ive or ſculptures of the things not een,” may 
Lay grad with many deviating — and perwerfions in 
the heathen. world. For I conceive I have proved this to be 
the «/timate deſign of the world, as it is of every of GOD 
diſpenſation to bring us to the knowledge pe of buf, in the in the 
true tabernacle, Chriſt, And I hope too, that I 
in general from 88, that the architecture yr nee an 
tabernacle, which the beathens imitated, was 
repreſent this fabric of the univerſe, and to p 
ing idea of this ſyſtem, that men might form rom it a right 
conception of the —ä— r A 6 the true taberna- 
cle; whom the f of light, the » and the divine 
ſpirit were to be, as they are now in, for the ſupport 
of us in bim unto cwternal life, If 1 rave not, let me beg of any 
ol my readers to ſhew me how and where I err, and to prove to 
me on the contrary, Firſt, that we can have any ideas, but 
from our ſenſes, and any notion of invifibles, but from viſio 
ble fimilitudrs 3 2dly, that the SS gives us any other than na- 
ture's — — Parner 1 0 1 — 
ſcript ur on of the tabe is wi ſr z 
that when — tion was unheeded, it was 
needleſs for infinite m meycifully to make a freſb, tho“ 
ſimilar, repreſentation — tt truths, 
2» I contend the tabernacle was, Becauſe, I ſhould be glad, 
if I am in an error, to be correffed, and ſhall as chearſully re- 
trac it, as I ſhall humbly repent of it, before Hu who 
ſearcheth bearts, But if what I have ſaid is truth, then let 
the derft or at bers give proof alſo of their boaſted diſpoſition to 
receive the truth — embracing it themſelves, by ſhew- 
ing it toothers, that they alſo may be edified ; inſtead of pro- 
pagating thoſe incongruous ſchemes of an — religion of 
nature, and of an unmannerly unqualifying morality, which, 
_—_ to a demonſiration repugnant to the ſenſe of nature, 
that tells us, we can no mors ſes ſpiritual Wr 
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wards the originalr in heaven. For when they 
are placed in this point of view, they afford us, 
like the moon, a fair though partial and ſhadnw- 
ing light, which we may ſee the ſpiritual and 

Eo | other- 


an external ſpiritual light, than we can have our life or man / 
ners formed and ſaſlained without an animating ſpirit, are 
almoſt every day recommended from the preſs pulpit, 2 
agreeable to nature, either in oppoſition to the Chriſtiaa re- 
velation, or to the abridgment of its benefits, Let the one 
no longer diſpute the neceſſity or fieneſs of the ſcriptural 
revelation, ad let not the others betray the Chriftian cauſe 
to its — ar by ignorantly and indiſcretely po- 
fing it zvithout theſe peculiar 1 of its h, its 
conformity to our natural ſenſe of things, For fince the 
repreſentations in nature are its witneſſes, ſhall we live in 
this univerſal remple, and idly gaze at the repreſenting ob- 
jects of ſenſe on theſe curtains of the world that cover us 
without looking through them to the divine things Are fed 
by them, without ſetting our affection on the things beyond 
this veil ? Stay man, and ſee how nature's fair repreſenta . 
tions of the ſpiritual ſyſtem croud on the eye and prefs thee 
to be a ( 22 : behold the objects of our faith delineated 
on the walls of the creation as they were on the remple walls: 
turn thy contemplative mind whither thou wilt, there is Chri- 
fianity emblazoned to thy fight. For look but through theſe 
201515 figns, in this ſtately tabernacle of the heavens, thro* 
theſe repreſentative means of life to their correſpondent ob- 
jects, andtofmilar means of life in the ſpiritual world, and 
thou art a Chriſtian, a believer of the ſcriptural ſubjects and 
of what was denoted in the Moſaic economy, | Let the /ight 
ſent from ſuffering the fire, to brighten and ſupport thy bo- 
dy, lead thee but through it to the true light, ſent from ſuffer. 
ing the wrath of an agent in a ite vindictive character, to 
ut a luſtre on and 22 thy ſoul—let the ſpirit or air thou 
iff reatheſt in this ligt lead thee to a like animating ſpirit, ob- 
| tained by being cloatbed with the divine light—let the food 


l thou receiveſt by the death of a ba-mlcſe creature lead thee 
to a ſpiritual food, obtained by a death of a fmilar innocent: 
in ſhort; let theſe fars and this moon, the candleſtick of na- 
ture, lead thee to a lde illuſtrious diſpenſation of igt from 

| beawenly- commiſſioned bodies, and theſe ſhadows to their ſacred 

repreſentatiom, and thou art a convert to the truth, a aroſe 
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otherwiſe invi/ible economy of Gop by. This 
any reader may certainly experience by conſi- 
dering the paſſover, the Jifting up of the brazen 
ſerpent to heal the people, &c. as they are placed 
in the ſcriptural ſyſtem, as directive to the rea» 
lity in CyR1sT, receiving their impreſſion from 
him, and then conveying it to the intervening 
comparing mind, and ſhewing us Chrift as the 

Oo moon 


of the true, gate Chriſt, (ſee the note on Cherubim.) Is it a diffi- 
cult thing I aſk ? thou boaſteſt a ſubmiſſion to natural ideas 
or repreſentations of things, I require no more offer theſe 
for to ademonſtration, Receive them then, be thy name 
what it may. But if the univerſe is a . built for Chris, 
and us in him, and to be paſſed through by «s alſo to our 
holy of holies, let us with him offer our ſacrifice therein, that 
we may have liſe. Whilſt our body lives by the death of a 
harmleſs creature for us, let us alſo, in obedience to neture's 


dictates (ſee this proved in the ſequel) ſeek ſpiritual food by 


the death of a like Ix x oe EN one, Cbriſ, that we may live. 
In him let us offer our o/d man, our corrupt luſts and 
worldly affections, crucified togetber with him ; let us ſacri- 
fice every temporal intereſt and conſideration, that we may 
enter beyond this azure veil into the beatifying preſence of 
our incomprehenſible Gop. And may he, who has rent this 
veil and left the world, draw us after him, and extend the 
view of our panting hearts beyond this veil of matter, that we 


may lay hold on the hope ſet before us, keep our forerunner * 


tly in view, and uſe the world according to its origi- 
nal deſtination, to lift us up, though on the croſs, to Gop. 80 


ſhall we have a rational evidence that our ſouls are riſes with 


Chrift above the world, an evidence not conſiſting in unwar -- 
ranted fancies, but in our being led by the word and works of 
God, to an enamouring fellowſhip with the manifeſted Tz 1- 
NITY, to a ſublime contemplation of their On = Godbead : 
whilſt others are buried in worldly views, nor have their hearts 
once lifted up to him in pious inquiry after the knowledge of 
his grace and truth, in humble ſollicitation for his ſou/-ſuſ. 
taining influence, 64 1s, 


} 


% 


n 
moon does the folar light, by reflection (g). For 
be will as clearly find a light thrown on the 
things belonging to the /oul, as I find hight caſt 
from this reflecting moon, near her point of op- 
poſition, on the things pertaining to my body. 
He will have from the ſhadowing lights, ideas 
or repreſentations of ſpiritual things, as I bave 
„ein 


720 For further proof of the fitneſs of having a lighe to ſee 
ee things by, which is 0020 us by 25 


tative objects ing it. I muſt defire men of every deno · 
mination to — that this, namely, reflectios is the 
ſm for to ſee abſent 


means Gor has eſtabliſhed in our mirroce 


idea us. And as this is confeſledly conſtituted a means 
of ſcience in our little world, we are led hy nature to look 
for and to receive a like method of obtaining the knowledge of 
Spiritual inviſible things, whilſt we are ſituated in thiz world, 
upon this conviction of its agreement to the preſent natural 
courſe of things, For let a deiſt own refle#ron or the light 
thrown on abſent things by the ideas in his mind to be a 
meant of knowing them, and he cannot refuſe, but muſt ad- 
mit bis to be the way to the unſeen things of Go, which he 
_ evidently takes to come at the unſeen things of this world, 
and conſequently, the ſcriptural appointment of this re- 
ect ing medium of figurative objefts, to ſee ſpiritual I by, 
to be à moſt fit and natural one, He mult admit this, I ſay, 
unleſs he would condemn brmſc/f, who purſues a /ike. courſe 
daily, But this Ipreſume he will not do: for take away, this 
light by refe#ion on ideas received, and what would his n- 
tive or Capacities avail him? what would he know 
of abſent things? nothing. Then reaſoning from nature, 
wetake away the thrown by reflection from pre- 

ſent repreſentations of divine inviſible things, we ſhould know 
nothing of them, See reader, how concluſive common ſenſe as 
well as 88 is againſt the modern pretences. of ſeeing things 
by a f#itious native light, without theſe external acting re- 
entations : ſee, and be convinced, and ceaſe to hog it to 


Preſer a 
the revealed illuſtrations, be the name you have 
done it under what it may. 
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of natural objects by this lunar ſtream. And 
the light will be ſtronger, and his perception by 
it more and more clear, in proportion as the 
prophetic body or perſon or figurative concur- 
rence is in all its parts ſeen, more or leſt in this 
oppoſition to the true LIGHT, which it ſhews 
by reflection, For nature ſhews the body of the 
moon will reflect more or leſs light accordingly 

as its face is turned to the ſun. Then as it is 
contrary to nature to deny that Gop has or- 
dained a ſhadowing diſpenſation to precede the 
manifeſtation of the ſpiritual ſun, CunIsT I- 
80s, fo is it equally unnatural to affirm, that 
we are not to confider the body of prophetic per- 
ſons or rites as refleAing his light, and ſtanding 
as a type to the original, to take of its ?mpreſſions 
and ſhew them to men, Becauſe nature con- 
vinces us, when the moon is not in the point of 
oppoſition to the ſun, having man between them, 
and fo giving him light, its ſplendor decreaſes: 
till being placed between the earth and the ſun, 
that is, in conjunction man receives not any 
light from it. So that according to nature, 
my ſoul, if by ſome unhappily contracted cir 
cumſtances thou haſt the /cyipt#ral body of per- 
ſons things or actions intervene between thee 
and the ſpiritual originali, and conſidereſt the 
former as having no reſpedt, no face turned to 
the latter; in ſhort, if thou never penetrateſt 
between them, and ſetteſt not the one in a plea- 
00 2 ſant 
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fant and pertinent oppoſition to the other, thou 
canſt never have any light from this body of ſub- 
lunary perſons and things. There are alſo per- 
ſons who can prove this, who have never con- 
ſidered the miniſtering body of SS (%) or of re- 


(> This affertion will not appear without its evidence, if 
it be conſidered how little men know even of the two re- 
preſentations referred to above, namely, the paſſover, 
Exod. c. 12, and the lifting up of the brazen ſerpent, Numb, 
XXi. 9.** though they are expreſsly applied by thoſe SS as, 
figns of Chrift in his ſuffering character. 1 Cor. v. 7. —x. 
3.— Jobs iii. 14. Whence many others, for want of having 
the propriety of them as repreſentations enforced, have treated 
them as impoſture and mere fancy of the painter. I need only 
remark for a proof of it, that a man confeſſedly of great na- 
tural capacity, Mr. Taylor of Norwich has not attended to 
the ideas they give us, having denied that vicariouſneſi and ef- 
Torq of the /ifting up of the ſon of man which theſe were re- 
corded to repreſent to believers. In the paſſover, the lamb was 
Ptly ſlain to ſave them, as much as the flock in the courſe of 
nature now ſuffer, to preſerve us alive in body, who without 
ſuch death in our favour ſhould die, and as a ig, it pictures 
him, who as fitly as he merci fully died that we might ſpiritually 
live. Its blood was not only /coked at, but applied to and 
fprinkled upon their houſes, that it might be ſeen applied «pon 
them; and being a fgn it denoted the blood of Cbrift, the im- 
maculate /amb, of the —— world, not ſet forth merely as 
an example to look at what we ſhould be content to ſuffer, but 
as ſomewhat to be — to and ſprinkled upon our fleſhly ta- 
bernacles, that it might in the day of vengeance be ſeen upon us, 
and we, in conſideration of this applied blood, be paſſed over, 
That this alſo was a natural means of ſupporting /ife may be 
proved at another time, Its body or feſb was not eyed at a di- 
ance but inwardly received, for meat, and to afford ſuſtenance 
to them, and ſo being a fgn it preſigured him to the mind, who 
has ſaid “ my fleſh is meat indeed, Jobs vi, 55. as one 
whom we ſhould not only look at but receive into our hearts, 
by the medium of the connefing figure, as we live in our 
hody by receiving temporal food, and from whom we ob- 
tain like effectual ſupport to ſuſtain us in ſpiritual life, Theſe 
muſt be the things ſignified of Cbri, becauſe Similar things 
were exhibited in the gn of him, And to deny this is of a 
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preſenting nature in this view: perſons, who find- 
ing the above material types and others in con- 
junction with and covering the divine originals 
placed behind them, and ſo between them and 
| their 


piece with a man's denying that a picture, wherein any de- 
ſign is coloured, is intended to repreſent ſomewhat /ike un- 
to what the painter has drawn the figures of. So that he, 
who has not the above ideas of Chrift from this fignifica- 
rive ſcripture, never took his ideas from it. Again the 
people murmured againſt Moſes, ** the deliverer** and a- 
gainſt the true deliverer Chi, in his perſon, and loathed 
the manna, and in it the true manna or bread, that like it, by 
God's and not by man's — on came down from heaven, 
On which account they were bit by inflaming ſerpents to 
give them and us, what we could not otherwiſe have, ocular 
demonſtration of thoſe inflaming luſt- exciting ſpirits that in- 
feſt the delighters in the g/ory of this world, the recuſants 
of Chrifi, that is, of that which is very naturally appointed 
union, 1 Jobs ii. 20. to cure them, and without which 
they would find the effects of the old ſerpents bite, But on 
the interceſſion of Moſes, under the name, and as repreſent- 
ing the perſon of Chrift, JzHnovan ordered him to make a 
brazen ſerpent, (ſee pag. 76, 129.) an inoffenfive ſign or 
2 of the ſerpentine light - imbibing nature, 1 
ſeſſed, as Boebart juſtly obſerves, of the form though not of the 
venom of the nature ; and he commanded him to ſubſtitute, 
or put this is its ſtead (as light under this word Sw is 
ſaid Iſaiah v. 20. to be ſubſtituted or put for darkneſs and 
darkneſs for light,) that they might look on it, and by it to 
what it repreſented and live, Now all this being ſsly 
made a ſign of the lifting up of the ſon of man, Jobs iii. 14. 
let my reader aſk himſelf w it muſt not denote ſome- 
what ſimilar in the occafion, nature and efficacy of his cruci- 
— nay wy — 7 A. doubt not in afferting, on this 
principle, that as the fn people, namely, loathing 
the manna** denoted the loathing of the true manna, him 
that came down from beaven, and as the puniſhment attend- 
ing the one denoted the puniſhment ever conſequent on this 
other, ſo the interceſſion of Moſes, in this ſhadow of the good 
things to come, muſt hens a ſimilar interceſſion of a perſon 
in the ſimilar character ofa deliverer or Moſes, W, even the 
divine perſon in I Hο VAN, of whom the true David, 2 
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their mental eye, have never received any ſacred 
light from them, but have continued as much 
in the dark, as men are that have the moon be- 
tween them and the ſun in its point of comjunc- 
| tion. 


beloved one or Cbr i, ſays, © he will (be Moſer to me or) draw 
mee out of the great waters. Pſa/m xviii. 17. He will grant 
that the decree for the typical Moſes to make unto himſelf 
or ſor his uſe, a ſerpent of braſs, pi a like decree for our 
ſpiritual intercefſor to make himſelf a nature in the form and 
repreſentative of a like offenſive nature, though as free from 
its guile as the harmleſs brazen form was from the venom of 
the ſerpent, And he will equally allow, that the ſubſtitution 
of the one repreſentative paints out a fmilar ſubſtitution of a- 
nother repreſentative, and that the refforative efficacy of 
looking on the one ſignifies a Smilar renovation conſequent 
on our looking on this other, For if we are to gather an en- 
groever's deſign from his piece, then theſe year va of 
Goy's pris (fee pag. 130, 265.) plainly give us thoſe 
ideas of fimilar relief by a fmilar repreſentative i a Smilar 
manner. And there is no more room to doubt the repreſen - 
tative ſubſtitute character of the one, than there is to doubt 
that of the other : for the mind is led as directly to Chrift in 
this character from this ſcriptural delineation, as it is to a 
man in 4 certain attitude from ſeeing his pifure, If this 
be ſo, it is as certain that Mr, Taylor never took his ideas 
of Chrif#s lifting up from this figurative record ; becauſe he 
Has, with the greateſt contradi#:on to it, and to the whole 
ſenſe of SS, very artfully denied that Chriſt was ſubſtituted for 
man, or was the — of his ſive nature: and 
alſo, that there is any framer of reſtoring righteouſneſs and 
' imputed or impoſed grace from and by him to us: concluding, 
how rationally, let my reader judge, that ſuch imputed, im- 
poſed bealth would indanger and be an bindrance to our ſpi- 
ritual /ifr, (See his pag. $9, book on atonement, And 
you ſee, reader, he might as well affirm the „g of it, the 
brazen body was not, though ineffenſfive, a repreſentation of 
the ſerpentine nature and ſuſtained not its Yo or that 
there was no reſtoring virtue derived to the people, by imputa- 
tion or impoſition from this mediating appointment, So that 
hence alſo we have a fair proof of the ill con that 
ariſe from man's not conſidering the figurative SS, as havi 
a face to and ſo caſting a ligt on the things of heaven: _ 
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tien. O how manifold are the works of Gopy! 
how declarative of wiſdom. unto man is this 
ſhadowing diſpenſation! how rationally does it aC- 
count for ſome perſons receiving a partial ſight 
f f of 


that by this means he neceſſarily goes without the ſcriptural 
and natural :/luſffrations of God's inviſible economy. It 
may aſked why I call this laſt a natural one; and Lanſwer, 
it is ene + that ſome, perhaps a/ noxious ſerpents, when 
dead, yield an oi to cure their bite, For how many 5 
pierced and ſtaked in order to obtain by the deſtruction 
the poiſonous body a remedy for the bite. When the SS then 
report in agreement to nature, that there is a ſerpent, and 
his ſeed In the ſpiritual ſyſtem, as there is in this world; is it 
any thing but a natur intment to provide a miar lift- 
ing up of the farm of x + ſerpentine offenſive nature, and a 
ſimilar remedy to reſult from that which is not alive to of- 
fend] Let the deift ſhew me that it is net the courſe of God's 
diſpenſations thus to cure the ſerpent's bite by an oil from hat 
is dead to fence, and then, but not before, he can rationally 
refuſe his aſſent to Gop's having provided a /ike method of 
cure for the ſoul, But this he cannot ſhew me every viper 
catcher knows this is the courſe of Go»'s diſpenſations in 
this world; many have experienced the good t of it. 
Therefore nature here proclaims the firneſs of the Chri- 
Hian reſtorative appointment by the death of one 828 
the form of our ſerpentine nature. It rehearſes to the ſe 
the divine fact of Chrift by the meant of death 2.2 bim 
that bad the, pomer of death. And it bears witn to 
the fitneſs of this predictive 2222 of it. For as the 
people attended not to this other repreſentations of it in 
nature, ſo anetber freſh one became neceſſary, and as an 
objectur will do well to tell us how any repreſentation of di- 
vine truth, if Gap was now di to give it could be 
made, but by ſome igt ar fimilitudes, ſo it is clear, that 
the healing of our ſpirits by means of a virtue arifing from 
one repreſentative of our offenſive nature, Pſalm exlvii. 3. 
from one not alive, but harmleſs and free from every fout 
ſpirit and ty of men, could not be fignified but by a 
armleſs inanimated form of the ſerpents being liſted up, that 
though it N. them, had not their ſpirit nor liſe, and 
alſo by a ſenſible ſalutary efficacy or ſaving health reſulting from 
i? to the bodies of the beholders, So that whilſt Gop 2 
their 
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of heavenly things by the light of the prophetic 
law, and for others being without it. It is not 
a ſuperſtitious theologue, it is nature that here 


ſpeaks to men, and powerfully demonſtrates the 
| true 


their bodies, he gave them every way an apt exbibition of 


that ſpirituol relief he had promiſed their ſouls, of that cruci- 
F*xion of the body of the fins of the fleſh which it ſhould ſuf- 
fer in its repreſentative, in order to make way for the recon- 
ciliation of our nature to Go p, and of out reftoration to di- 
vine /ife, Stop reader, and wonder with aſtoniſhment due 
to God's works, not only at the evidence there is in favour 
of the SS in general, but how nature comments whilſt the $$ 
ſpeak, how ample a teſtimony ſhe bears to the truth and ape - 
meſs of every of the repreſentations the bible gives us of GoDy's 
economy in his ſpiritual ſyſtem, However, think not the 
bealing of the Iſraelites leſs miraculous, becauſe there was a 
natural fitneſs in the miracle. A mitacle doubtleſs is an ar- 
reſt of the operations of one by the 8 power of another, 
when this makes that produce an effect that would not ot ber- 
wiſe have followed. Such was the fationing of the light whilſt 
Foſpua, the ty a vs IN his enemies, like the ſta- 
tioned pillar of fire that miniſt to Iſrael : ſuch the diviſion 


of the ſea that let the people, men, women and children throꝰ 


baptized, but drowned the Egyptian enmity, But miracles 
are not ſo contrary to our notions of things, nor ſo incredible as 
Mr. Hume in his eſſays unnaturally contends for ? Nature it- 
ſelf has its miracles: Go p has made her exhibit :brs of the heal- 
ing of the people in miniature. The wiper*s bite would /, in the 
courſe of things: and yet there are things in nature that will 
arreſt its virulence and diſarmit. Oil extracted from the in- 
nimate form will when applied prevent its effects, and by its 
power uce thoſe ſalutary conſequences which would not 
ot her wol ſe follow ; that is, it will according to the above defi- 
nition perform a little miracle. But it is not the leſs ſo, be- 
cauſe there is a natural fitneſs in it to work this recovery. 
Then when Gop hath ordained nature in one of her opera- 
tions, thus to counteract another, have we not hence an evi- 
dent idea of Gos providing alſo one appointment in his ſpiri- 
tual kingdom miraculouſly to over-rule another and from the 
wonderful operations in nature, which are not Ie wonderful 
becauſe of their aptneſs, are we not ſupplied with a fair re- 
preſentation of the more miraculous operations of Gov, 1 

21. 
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true cauſes of their receiving or not rectiving the 
illu/trations of the divine cxconomy. O that 
men would conſider this, men who under the 
name of Deiſts and Socinians deviſe a ſyſtem of 
religion to themſelves, which they will not al- 
low, though in contradiction to nature's ſcheme, 
any prefigurative ſhadowing diſpenſation a place 
in; and thoſe, of the few that do acknowledge the 
forerunning diſpenſation of Moſes before the day- 
ſpring viſited the world, who will not allow 
that this prophetic body of perſons or things. 
ſhould ever be conſidered as oppoſed and turn- 
ing their Face to the ſun of righteouſneſs; as 

| 7156 ſhin- 


& leſs miracles, A — their natural fitneſs > 


the defign; in favour of the creatures. So that mira- 
cles were not arbitrary marks of power, however they have 
been miſrepreſented and argued againſt as ſuch; nor merely 
proofs of any perſons divine miſſion : they were ever cal - 
culated to reclaim men from ſerving that power in nature 
which each nation worſhipped ; and whilſt they diſplayed 
God's ſuprematy and were the credentials of the propher 
they were alſo r to man concerning the moſt 
intereſting ſpiritual truths, though none will receive the 
inſtructions that looks not on them as having a fate to and 
ſo illyftrating the things of Do thou, reader, conſider 
them in this their natura / r and ſtation, as reflefive 
of the goſpel light, ſeek thy underſtanding to be illuminated 
by them, and whilſt they give thee natzrel ideas of what 
thou art ahd wanteſt, and of What Chi, thy repreſentative 
is and will be to thy peritioning ſoul, look at him and ſuppli- 
cate him for his ſav:ng health to thy ſpirit : be not lifted up in 
n with this ſon of man, 

t ugh c together with him through the weakneſs 
_ thou mayeſt ve by the power of God ward 
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ſhining the light of the goſpel glory (i) 3s the 
moon does that of the fun, in order to diſcover 


to us the ſame ſpiritual proſpect in CHRIS 
_ Je8vs. Becauſe refuſe they not this in equal 
contradiction to our natural notions of things? 


For ſhould I aſſirm that it was never the deſign 
of Gop that the mon ſhould be viewed in p- 
poſition to the ſun, that by her being thus view - 
ed I might have light, how glaringly would this 
#Hlumined heaven ſhine out my confutation! 
Then full as evidently does it ſhew us how con- 
trary to the natural ideas of GoÞ's cecanomy 
It is, for men boldly to aſſert, that there is no 
pre · deſcriptive body of ſpiritual ligbts to give us 
evidences of what is reſerved for our fuller en- 
joyment, or that it is not Gop's deſign we 
ſhould view this prophetic body of divinity, as 
reflective of the light of the goſpel ſun of grace, 
that in this advantageous ſituation the comparing 
ſoul may receive a degree of light, to give it i- 
deas of celeſtial chriſtian objects. For the crea- 
ture atteſts, that to conceive of the ſpiritual ſy- 
ſtem, is to believe that there is in it a forerun- 
ning body of light, like unto this lunar ſteam, 


and that it is the divine deſign my ſoul ſhould 


have it in an oppoſite point of view, that I may 
. , Te- 


(i) John xii. 41.— 1 Pe. i, 11. will convip 
as the prophetic accounts, that they ſpoke of 


* 


Was to follow, and which Moſes ſaw, Exod, XXXIIi. 18. 
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receive the illuſtrations it throws on its inheri- 
tance in Chrift, as my body does thoſe of the 
oppoſed moon, to ec the things of this world by 
them. Shall I not then be 2ature's convert, 
when nature, like the inſpired veſſels of the di- 
vine light, exhibits that Chriſlianity to the eye 
which they preach to the ear ? Yes, for deiſm 
only boafts its having nature's ſenſe of things: 
diifm, like its firſt inventor, the devil, is a 
tar, transforming itſelf into an angel of light, 
as he did at the fall, 2 Cor. iv. 14. for it pretends 
to plead a light from nature in oppoſition to re- 
velation, when nature plainly repreſents the ſa- 
cred ſyſtem of 88 under the two diſpenſations to 
the ſenſe, and viſits the body with an evident re- 
bearſal r nee in- 
ward man. 
For to try deiſm further. by chi fandard of 
truth; ſhould. theſe golden ſconces ceaſe to ſbine 
on my eye, nor yield their lucid ſtreams from 
_ without, what would enſue but total darkneſs, 
a total deprivation of won If the unbeliever 
doubts, let him make the experiment in a gloom, 
and he will readily agree with me, that the moſt 
lively penetrating eye will not avail, without 
theſe external helps. Then can it be natural 
or agreeable to the natural courſe of things, to 
affirm, that all external light revealed and ſhin- 
ing from heavenly- appointed bodies is an unne- 
ceſſary impoſition, of no ſervice in order to the 
A Ws in- 


wy 


than by the illuſtrations of ,prophetic repreſent+ 
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inward man's diſcerning ſpiritual things; that 


men have a native light within, and not kind- 


led from without, by which they can ſee the 
things of Gop ; that their mental eye unaſſiſt- 
ed with a ſpiritual light ſhed on ſpiritual things, 
can pierce through to Gop and ſee his coun- 
ſels? Or can it be natural with guietiſin or me- 
thodiſm to expect a ſpiritual viſian, otherwiſe 


ing ſcripture; a ſpiritual information, when they 
apply not the external means? Are not ſuch 
deceived, by motives far different I confeſs, to 
chuſe the circumſtances Gop threatens with 
great propriety to reduce his Egyptian-like rebel 
creatures to? Do not ſuch chuſe to have the 
ſpiritual heavens comered, and the fars thereof 
made dark, the ſpiritual ſun covered with a 


cloud, and the refleAtive body of prophets, priefis 


and kings, like the moon, not to give its light, 
the bright lights of the ſpiritual heaven to be 
made dark over them, and darkneſs to be ſet in 


their land or earthy nature (4)? Indeed they 


do this, wonder, my ſoul, at their incon/ſ{Gency, 
and pray Gop to reſtore them their ſenſes, 
IN 1 with 


(k) Exel. xxxii. 7, 8. where we have a moſt natural de- 
ſcription of the extinction of the Egyptian, i. e. adverſary na- 
ture, by imputation in the perſon of our ſurety : when there 
was no knowledge of the AL RIM, of Gon, i. e, of the divine 
allies in the land, and when the moon, i. e. the nature before 
refleiveof God's light, becauſe viSred with it, being by im · 
putation in chriſ was turned into blood, See p. 267, Alls i. 20, 
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with a pretence of ſeeing more or better than 
thoſe poor people who follow God, inducing 
them by his word and works, and who-humbly 


think they are as much obliged to receive the 


external illuftrations of manifeſted light from 
the . ſpiritual luminaries. to give the ſoul viſion 
of ſpirituals, as my body is obliged to theſe ſplen- 
did orbs to give me by their light this partial 
vifion of ſublunary objects. But to reaſon a- 
bout natural things as they do about ſpiritualt, 
was I to declaim againſt the uſeleſineſs of the light 
of this world, was I to propoſe at this ſeaſon toput 
out the fars and this mildly-radiant moon, that 
give me bodily ſight, and urge as a reaſon for my 
doing it, that it was to ſee better, having a ſuſſi- 
cient native light with me; is is notglaring, what 
an abſurdity, what a /elf- deceit this would be: 
or is it poſſible ſuch a ſcheme ſhould find its d iſei- 


of religion, would baniſh every heavenly- appoint» 
ed body, would extrude thoſe brighter lights in 
Gov's ſpiritual adminiſtration, and wiſely pro- 


poſe to put out their external illuſtrations by 
which the inward man, the eye of the under- 


ſtanding has a partial viſion of divine things, 
and urge that all this is with a view of ſeeing 
better or plainer, can this be any thing in the 


judgment of an unprejudiced mind, but an e- 


qually unnatural abſurdity, a bortid ſelf-decep- 
tion, nay, the height of madneſs? The propoſal 
a a | I 


- 


ples? Therefore when men, from a natural ſyſtem 


. 
I may affirm is the ſame, mutatis mutandis; 
changing only the terms and putting /þiritual 
for material light, the inward eye for the out- 
evard ſight : nor is there a propoſition in Euclid 
more demonſtrable than this, that if the former 
courſe is very unnatural for the eutward man 
to take, the ſimilar procedure of aſſerters of 
their ability by a natural light to ſee heavenly 
ſpiritual things, without eternal illuſtrations, is 
An equally annatural impracticable device. For 
common ſenſe ſhews that ſuch will, as the 88 
ſay they ſhall, and as I think I, have proved 
they do by this means induce on their ſoul a 


melancholy and total eclipſe of ſpiritual light, 


central and inyolving all the darkened under» 
ſtanding. Which if continued will as natural. 
dy be followed, as we ſee it is in ſuch, by the 40% 
of ſpiritual holy liſe, as a total eclipſe of the ſun, 
if it continued, -would deprive the creatufes.of 
animal /ife, So that deiſm will not bear an ex- 
amination by nature's ſenſe of things; as it pro · 
poſes ſpiritual diſcernment and conſot mity of 
life to be attained-2without the natural means of 
producing and ſuſtaining both. And yet, my 
ſoul, there are who would reject the /eriptural 
ſyſtem on account of ſome abſurd mifconceptions 
which they have of it, and under pretence of 
ſetting up a more natural: and rational ered, 


make this notorious Ken of «ores ſcience 
„en 
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without an outward maniſeſting ligt its fundas 
mental article. This is the anapt key-ſtone of 
deiſm on which the. whole ſtructure is turned; 
Amazing proof of a fubjection to the ſpirit, of 
error in the face of comman ſenſe and nature! 
For as nature ſhews the fall to the ſenſe, pag. 
64, &c. ſo ſhe ſhews (to uſe Pliny's expreſſion 
Nat. Hiſt. 1.2. 19.) the remedy Go has pro- 
vided for thisdarkneſs, the earth and her deſcen- 
dents fall into, to be a diſpenſation” of refer 
light forerunning the riſiog ſun. By which ſhe 
would repreſent to all nations a lite remedy, a 
ſimilar diſpenſation of manifeſting light from 
the. prophetic and apoſtolic veſſels of it, to aſſiſt 
a like fallen (Adame, i. e.) earthy parent 
and his involved poſterity : light preceding 
our redemption. by the ſun of righteouſneſs. 
For. nature exhibiting. to the eye what. is conſe- 
quent to the body's deſcent or fall into darkneſs, 
for its relief in this ſyſtem, beautiful, figures the 
diſpenſation which is reported, in Gop's i- 
ritual cxconomy, to have followed the fall of 
man : giving us additional demonſtration that 
the voice of prophetic SS is the voice of nature, 
glorioufly declaring the divine ſcheme of /þiri- 
tual ſalvation to all the world. It is blindneſs 
then not to ſee this mode of relief, it is enmity to 
nature not to embrace it. And were it not that 
ſuch, as have choſen not to live under theſe brigb- 
ter lights, and conſequently to eject themſelves 
out 
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out of God's ſpiritual ſyſtem of grace, have 
By a natural neceflity darineſs ſet in their minds 
and are deluded to believe a lie, 2-Theff. ii; 11. 
muſt they alſo not ſee from hence that the mo- 
dern ſſtemt of deiſm, fanaticiſm, &c. are not 
natural ſyſtems, but are conſtructed in direct 
oppoſition to-all our natural notions of things ? 
They muſt ſee upon the compariſon, however 
they have hitherto paſſed with them under the 
ſanction of great names, that they are the very 
reverſe of nature, all repugnancy to nature's 
repreſentations (1), May Hz who has promi- 
ſed (m) IEHOVARH ſhall be known to the Egyp- 

| tian 


I) See pag. 56, note (pg). And as a further f that 
PL D chars the re of the wicked with . 
| Fonz, or the reverſe of the true ideas of thitigs, Prov. xvi; 
30. it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the word JD Eren 
is.uſed alſo for the overthrowing or overturning of cities, their 
forms &c.—-for the perverting or what St. Peter, 2 Ep, iii. 
of the ſea into dry land, Pſalm Ixvi. 6, for a contrary prac- 
tice. Exel. xvi. 34. For from this uſage of the word, the 
divine charge upon infidelity is clearly this, namely, that 
they have inverted the true propofitions in religion, the true 
ſenſe of Gop and their duty. And indeed it is on this ac» 
count that the rabbins uſe the word for an antiphrafis or con- 
tradition, or confutation, Iam not afraid, in Go ps name, to 

t the charge, for as it lays upon all deiſs or theifts, as 
Bolingbroke calls them, and upon all enemies of the ETzznar 
Tax1Nn1TyY to conſider ſeriouſly whether they are not guilty, 
ſo I am ſupplied with more evidence than I have room forpat 
preſent, to prove them ſo, from Gop's ſignificant and atrefling 
works, 

(m) Could I hope to prevail on the unha es amidſt. 
the enmity they canſel Sly bear us, I — 1 . to 
them a careful peruſal of this paſſage in Iſaiab xix. a 

q * 
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tian l. e. adverſary nature of man as he was in 
Chris to us, make ſuch men cry unto him in 
their darkneſs. May he ſend to their ſouls his 
Jzsvs, or nen, the GREAT Ox E, and 
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what demonſtrates that there was to be a perſon ſent, by 
J=#ovan, who is called his Ir Us, or the Ixus of him, 
of JxHovan, that in conſequence of his manifefation Ix - 
nov An, ſhould be known not ouny 6s them but to — 
tian, I. e. as the words import, to the adverſary nature, what - 
ever nation it was found in : that this im Egyptian nature 
ſhould. be ſmitten and be repaired and rebuilt, as the altars 
were, and ſhould return to Jzwovan : in ſhort, that this 
adverſary nature, thus mitten, thus healed, ſhould become his 
bl:fſed people, | Becauſe what boaſt we mote than the fulfll- 
ling of this, conſolatory promiſe, what but that the Lord's Ix- 
sus hath been manifeſt to and in our nature when in enmity 
againſt him; what but that in conſequence of this manife- 
ſtation in and to this Egypt or enmity given for a ranſont, 
Ta. xliti, 3. it was ſmitten, and raiſed again or repaired, a ſa- 
crifice being firſt made, a vow performed; Pſa/m xl. 7. and 
laſtly, that in conſequence of this we, who are by nature Zgyp- 
tians or enemies, ſubſiſt under what worldly denomination we 
may, are called to inherit a bleffng ? That JzHovan has a 
1 for his people the Jews allow, alſo that he was to 
manifeſt to them in an incarnate ſtate: (and indeed they 
would do well to tell us how he otherwiſe could be manifef 
to men and all %% ſee him, Iſaiah xl. 5.) Then if 
they would but receive the direct conſequence of their preſent 
conceſſions, and which. indeed is no other than what is ex- 
preſſed in this propbecy, they muſt be Chr;fians, For what 
man can be clean from imputed fin that is born of a woman, of 

a fallen Adam? their law aſks the "queſtion Fob xxv. 
imputed fin would deſcend to him in the courſe of things ; 
fin which is worſe than Egyptian enmity. See pag. 76, note (c) 
And again the law ſays, Pim Ixxxix. 48. what man i: he that 
li uet h and ſhall not ſee death ? ** Thou ſhalt dyin die, is 
the ſentence againſt Adam and his deſcendent David, and the 
ſon of David, therefore the Meſtab being man, became ſub. 
ject to death: he was to take our nature, to be manifeſt to it, 
and by taking our nature, he was to take the impoſed in, and 
become liable to the penalty, to be ſmirren Iſa. liii. 4 ; but then, 
avit is here promiſed, this tabernacle of David was to be — 
paired, 
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deliver them from their errors, that thro' Chrif 


there alſo, may be in their hearts alter, 
raiſed to him, and that they may be of the num- 
ber of thoſe whom Jenovan .of hofts, the 


aired, and the enemy nature to have a part with Go»'s Iſrael. 
he argument is grounded on their own law. Death v 
the ſentence on the whole Adam and every deſcendent then. 
his loins. J=z8vs was to be his deſcendent, therefore he 
to die. And I confeſs nothing is more aſtoniſhing,” than te 
men who receive him promiſed as a ſeed of the woman, as 
the ſeed of Abraham, of Jacob, of Fudab, and of David, 
ſhould not alſo receive him as one, that like all ſeed was to 
have a death and a reſurrefion. Becauſe as the meek 
faithful Moſes calls him by the name of the ſced of mottal 
man and of vegetable ſeed, ſo nature ſays, the'prophecies of 
him as ſuch could not be true without this death and reſurrec- 
tion. O that I could be made an inſtrument of tranſmitting 
ſuch illaſtrating evidence unto them as might bring them to 
the intereſting ſight of this once dying but now guickened 
SzzD of Abraham, this ſeed of JazHovan, this once tender 
twig, once lot and ury, but nowgoodly, exalted and pre-eminent 
like the cedar, that they might follow the courſe of the 
converts of their nation, and be of that happy number of ſouls 
who though of every wing fly to him for ſhelter, Exe. xvii. 
| 27 Indeed it is certain they enjoyed advantages above the ref 
of mankind ff, as they were ſeparated to be a peculiar 

people in the fleſh, to give them and us an idea of the * o 
character 1 God's ſons ſhould bear by a /ike wal 
derous protection: ſecondly, as the promiſes were made to the 
Abrahamic family in order to be veſſels of them to us, and 
thirdly, as they received in their captivities and deliverances 
"ſacred repreſentati n ol the rejection of the nature for fin, and 
of Goo't-mercitul 4 of it, in order to give them 
and us thoſe ideas which it was impoſſible for us to have had, 
but from the wifible deliverances of a pecyliar people. 
may the long ſuffering Goo of all the earth 1/atab liv. 5, 
convince them of the ſp:rituality of theſe diſpenſations, that 
the promiſes were made to their nature as being in the 
one true Iſrael, 3 4 Faiab xlix. ar 5. the true Jacob or 
ſupplanter, who alſo wreftled with Gov, and who by ſuffer- 
ing, like Jacob, prevailed to be the father of the family of the 


< 
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felf-Jubfifler of the armies of heaven ſhall bleſs 
with Chrift, to voti a vow to him and to perform 
it. And may we to whom the Lord ſhineth 
his light upon from his repreſenting word and 
works, be humbled under theſe demonfira- 
tions of his truth to an obedience to the faith of 
his grace : may we grow under theſe aids in 

| 0 TT 8 


firft-horn,. and that though the reftoraticn of an Lrael is ſpo- 
ken of under earthly repreſentations, becauſe of our being un- 
able — to a end it, yet it relates to the reſtoration 
of this one Iſrael, Chrift, from ſubjection to death for fin, 
and to the reftoration of his ſons by a /ike renewing birth to- 
with him; and not to the r:foration of Iſrael after the 
eſh to any earibly pomp. And in the mean time may I 
aſk whether it is | credible that God ſhould appoint us a 
A Abraham, reſignative of his ſon to beget us 
om our deſolate ſtate, to be his ſpir ua Iſrael, than that 
he ſhould conſtitute Abraham, on the e gnation of bis ſon, fa. 
ther of Ia after the fleſh, who had as little right as we to 
be claimants of his grace. Or is it leſs honourable to us to 
avow our ſalvation by Chrift in the character of a once abuſed 
and ſuffering, but now exalted and remiſſive Joſeph, i. e. 
multiplier, in the character of a once rejected but now guar- 
dian Fepchab, i. e. door of deliverance who gave his only. 
begotten, after ſuffering on the moyntains, to be conſecrated to 
God, knowing no man thenceſorth after che fleſh, 2 Cor. v. 
15. Iſay, is it leſs bonaqurable for us to ayow our ſalvation 
by a heavenly-commiſſioned perſon in thoſe characters, than 
it is for them to acknowledge themſelves to have been indebt- 
ed to ſuch for deliverance ? They cannot ſay it is derogatory. 
to Gop's wiſdom to ſend ſuch a one: becauſe they on he 
has ſent ſuch. They will more ſenfibly conclude, as every of 
his diſpenſations was preparatory to and fgyrative of the re- 
demption, that their ue, fabvation was to be wrought 
out in a manner miar to that of their bodily deliverance, and. 
that what was the courſe of his providence in i: world would 
be the courſe of his redeeming diſpenſations in the ſpiritual 
ſyſtem. Nay, id is clearly pro in their law, that [z 
HOVAH Would be a Jz&PTHAnK to them, . 6. a door of deli. 
vyerance, Deut. nll 12. Iſatah l. 5. Tſaiah xxii. aa. 
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ſpiritual lie, and manifeſt that renewing han- 
dy- work, that nature-changing power of Gop in 
ys, which on the evidence of his atte/ting ſcrip- 
tures. and creature we recommend to others, _ || 
Whilſt I view in general this fel/ar firma- 
ment, and admire the wiſely-diſpenſed goodneſs 
< of God in providing in nature's courſe this r- 
1 lieving diſplay of light to ſucceed the earth's deſ- 
cent into the g/oom ; whilſt, I, under nature's 
teſtimony of its fitneſs, am led by this ſcene to 
| the. ſimilar appointment of promiſſive light, con- 
Ir ſequent in Gop's ſpiritual œconomy on man's 
fall, I cannot but reflect alſo on the apt ſituation 
of every of thoſe ſtarry bodies in particular. Each 
doubtleſs is pertinently diſpoſed in the ſyſtem: 
each is not only for ornament, but has its pro- 
per miniſtery. Being parts of this univerſal tem: 
ple they muſt ſeparately contribute in their dif- 
ferent ſtations and courſes to ſupport that har- 
mony ſo conſpicuous in the arrangement of the 
whole. For are they not the appointments, of 
divine wiſdom, and therefore neceſſary in this 
ſyſtem, whether they are AHationary or planeta- 
75, to maintain the order we ſee in it? Ves, 
then they have their preſent aſſignations rather 
than different ones, becauſe a different one would 
not have been conſiſtent with the preſent courſe 
of nature. For ſhould one of them be removed 
or its light extingiiſbed, is it nat evident that 


an alteration would follow in nature's opera- 
tions ? 
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tions? I remember Sir aac Newton has very 
judiciouſly obſerved, tho” not conſiſtently with his 
notion of the indiviſibility of matter, that every 
atom has its determinate form aſſigned it; as be- 
ing neceſſary to prevent any revolution in the 
ſcenes of exiſtence. How much greater reaſon 
then is there for a collection of atoms in theſe 
ſtarry bodies to retain their being ? If an atom 
could not be ſpared, much Jeſs can any of theſe pla- 
netary or /tellar forms, or their lucid ſtreams. 
Wonderful complication of adapted matter | How 
much it concerns our preſervation in animal 
life, that the frame of nature with theſe indivi- 
duals that compoſe it, may the expreſſion give 
no offence to the divi/ors ad infinitum, ſhould be 
continued, as there needs no proof, Nor will it 
be doubted, that in order to our ſupport in this 
life, we muſt receive the ſeveral operations in 
nature's ſyſtem as they ſtand connected with each 
other, though we may not perceive every pro- 
ceſs, eyery of the mediate cauſes on which they 
depend. Much leſs will it be affirmed that we 
ſhould be indifferent whether or not this or that 
part of nature was deſtroyed, becauſe we do 
not, though we generally by proper obſervation 
may diſcern theſe connections. The dei on 
his own ſuppoſition, that the ſcheme of nature 
is the reſult of the moſt conſummate wiſdom 
muſt be obliged to join with us in this conceſſi- 
on, that no part of it can be unneceſſary, and 
there- 
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therefore no part ejected without detriment to 

| the whole: no member of this_heavenly choir 
removed, without breaking in upon that harmo- 

m with which they powerfully rehearſe, in ex- 
preſſive notes, the ſcheme of redeeming grace and 
cirtulate it round the world. And are theſe ſuch 

if ſelf-evident truths? Then taking nature's repre- 
if ſemations of Gop's ſpiritualceconomy for the ſup- 
port of man in eternal life ; what do they picture 
to the ſenſe? a truth as generally unattended to ag 

it is intereſting: as if man was ſtudious to reverſe 
the order of things, and inſtead of being zealous, 

- ſhould be indifferent about things in proportion 
to their importance. For whilſt this informing 
creature leads us to a lil refleQive diſplay of the 
glorious ſuturity to be revealed, to a like mani- 
feſtation of the divine ceconomy by ſublunary 
viſible illuſtrations, ſhe alſo remonſtrates to the 
contemplative ſoul, that every particular of the 
ſpiritual ſyſtem ordained for to generate ſþiri- 

| - tual ſons, is as apth given to mankind, and as 
= Bar moniouſſy calculated for their ſupport in ſpi- 
ritual life. Ves, ye partial reverencers of the 
revealed diſpenſations, who would ſet the two 
teſtaments at variance, who are indifferent whe- 
ther you admit this or that ſcriptural illaſtrating 
hiſtory and debauch the faith, ſee how nature 
teſtifies, that ub part of God's Piritual appoint- 
ments any more than thoſe in nature can be 


ſhared, That there muſt be a diſcovery or 6 
pre- 
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l. 
preſentation of divine things by a partial light 
we have been already taught in nature's ſchog. 
pag. 224, &c. And here we learn that as no repre- 
ſentation of GopD to his creatures can be un- 
neceſſary, none can with ſafety be rejected. In- 
deed this leſſon of nature is contrary. to the an- 
tificial doctrines of many modern theologues. It 
has not only drifts, but men of the Cbriſtian 
name to plead the cauſe of truth againſt. For 
how frequently do we find them ſpea ting of this 
or that paſſage in the old teſtament, as if it 
was of no moment to our ſalvation whether v 
recelye it or not as of divine authority: how o 
ten nicely determining, what parts of the ſy- 
ſtem are or are not neceſſary or ediſying, and 
expunging and corrupting the text () they re- 
commend for ſacred. And what occaſion dees 
this give to every ſeriaus man to queſtion the in- 
tegrity of ſuch perſons, as well as the genuineneſs 
ol the whole bible! F or when a miniſter, obliged 
by his profeſhidn to receive and to declare all S 
to be given by the inſpiration of GoD 2 Tim. iii. 
16. ſhall boldly arrogate to himſelf a lowering 
power, under the name of candor, to unreaſon- 
able men, a power to abridge or to alter theſe ap- 
en, he nen en room for men to 


(n) Here I would be underſtood to mean only the 
incorrupt Hebrew ; which language, as well as the 4 de- 
fcribed in it, was immediately from Gop : the Jes not 
daring to inſert into the text any of the various ings they 
have deviſed, | 5 


T6]... 
nb the probity of his heart, and to fu ett the 
authenticity of the ſcripture. Becauſe it can ne- 
ver be thought he can acknowledge its authority 
who thus acts and ſpeaks in contradiction to it. 
But ſuch are not only acting in the face of 88, 
but of nature too: for nature tells us what the 
apoſtle enforces, Rom. xv. 4. that . whatſoever 
was engraved aforetime was engraved for our 
inſtruction, that we through patience, - and 
comfort of the SS might have hope” that 
every text of the divine ſyſtem, like every tex- 
ture of nature's web (o) having infinite wi/dom 
for its compoſer, muſt tend to our preſervation 
in the hope of endleſs /ife, and can no more be 
rejected with ſafety, than we can ſpare yonder 
far. For which reaſon every particular of the 
divine economy, in agreement with nature's 
repreſentation of it, is declared to be of the 


bigheft uſe. 2 Tim. iii. 16, Nor can 1 help think- 


ing on theſe authorities, that they who would 

limit the extent of our belief to this or that part 
of the revealeddiſpenſations, where only nature's 
ideas are applied, may juſt as naturally :confine 
me to this or that ſcene of the creation to take 
my ideas from, when Gop has given me the 
whole. And it is evident they cannot do this 
with more ſafety. For would not nature re- 


hearſe 


(e) The uſe of the words 7193 and ab Nerz and Le- 
neon for the expanding and inveſting heavens, which are 
fpread as a curtain, will I hope juſtify the phraſe, | + 
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Jeasſe to us; that in the ſpiritual ſyſtem as in 
hers, there is a moſt delightful harmony eſta- 


ring to ſupport it, and to exhibit to us in his 
ſorerunning predictive character the complica- 
ted ſcheme of pardoning juſtice and atoning 
brightening mercy. Yes, nature in its own 
coinciding parts repreſents this, whilſt the SS 
are offered to us in this conſent character, as a 
word flabliſhed in, and therefore every way as 
harmonious as the heavens. Pl. 119. 8g. Then 
this bright flarry choir would ſay, to induce 'a 
change in what is really a divine ſyſtem of things 
is like changing nature's ſyſtem, And whilft 
nature ſhews us that to annihilate any of her 
conſtituent parts, any of her connections, would 
preſently introduce confuſion, and the fragment 
world effect a revolution in the circumſtances of 
the outward man, ſo ſhe, who ſpeaks in things 
ill louder than in words, would proclaim that 
to take away any of the prophetic choir, any of 
the glorious repreſentative characters in the ſha- 
dowing diſpenſation of the Old Teſtament, 
where each part harmoniouſly contributes its 
evidence to the ſupport of the whole, and truths 
are enlightened and ſuſtained by truths, is, and 


half-ſentences will perplex, when the whole con- 
veys the ſenſe, And as * ſcriptures are propoſed 
r to 
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bliſhed: every perſon in his movements concur- 
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always will be attended with a like melancholy 
change in the inward man. Detached parts like 
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to be the divine ſyſtem, to which nature lead 
us, as it appears upon enquiry they are, to e- 
raſe a page of theſe is of as fatal conſequence as 
it would be to eraſe a leaf of nature's volume, 
or to. expunge a day from the annual courſe, 
Nature pictures that in the fpiratual diſpenſa- 
tion of Gop, there are feveral important 
ſcenes, as there are in this world; all formed for 
one great end, namely, to work in the creature 
differently- manifeſted hfe by diverſities of gifts, 
(4) to inveſt him with grace and glory in On x 

| 7 „ 42d eK 


117 18. 31 ) i 

(9g) If my reader will recollect, that the author of life in 
the ſoul, is called in the SS by the name of the agent, that 
under God gives ſenſitive life, namely, ſpirit, he will ad- 
mire how beautifully his divine agency in the ſpiritual ceco- 
nomy is repreſented by St. Paul in agreement to our natural 
ideas of it. 1 Cor. xii. There are, ſays he, diverſities of 
gifts, but the ſame Sy1z1T, to one is given * the ſpirit the 
word of wiſdom, to another the word of knowledge, to ano- 
ther faith, to another the gifts of healing, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another diſ- 
cerning of ſpirits, to another kinds of tongues; to 
the interpretation of tongues, but all theſe worketh, that 
one and the ſelf-ſame ſpirit, dividing to every man ſeverally 
as. he will.“ Now in order to apprehend the natural ie- 
ty of this deſcription, we need but attend to the miniſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit or air of this world, and to obſerve how 
manifold its operations are, what different effects the ſame 
ſpirit worketh in the material world, giving a power of ſee- 
ing to one thing, of ſpeaking to another, of healing to ano- 
ther, of firength to another, a ſearching power to another, 


c. For whilſt nature gives us an idea of a /ike ſpirit to give 


us divine life, it repreſents to us alſo a ſmilar diverſity in 
his operations and gifts, it exhibits. the apoſtolic deſcription 
to the ſenſe, and breaths the ſolemn truth in the face of re- 
Futed unbelievers, as the natural idea of divine things, 1 
muſt recommend it to ſome ſectaries, not unnaturally to de- 
mand, and to the humble diſciples of J=sys, not always to 

\ mY ex- 
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Chrift, the aſt AD Au, as we have animal /ife 
in one earth (Hebrew ADamE). Requires 
not then dur ſoul as many different repreſenta- 
tions of theſe: ſcenes of love, that we may ſee 
the divine agents in the 'godbead, in their vari- 
ous quickening. manifeſtations, and by faith re- 
ceiving them may enjoy this new and ſpiritual 


life, as much their gift (7), as little our work, 
$2091 125)6 #41 W OA + IT a8 
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expect the ſame degree of life, the ſame manifeſtation of di- 
12215 themfelves that ads ſee in others, though 
they ſhould preſs on to perfection. For as it may lead them 
to mfiruft their participation of divine life, when they ſee not 
this ſame, manifeſtation: of it in their hearts, ſo is it a falſe 
rule to judge of their intereſt in Chriſ by, there being no 
more reaſon for a man's concluding himſelf not to be alive in 
the kingdom of Chrift, becauſe he has not the ſame gifts of 

ce which another bas, than there is for a man's thiaki 

imſelf not alive in this world, becauſe he has not preciſely 
the ſame bodily endowments that are conſpicuous in other 
men. May Gop mercifully give me and every of my readers 
to partake of his animating 7 unto newneſs of life, and 
as to the manner or extent of his operations in us, may we 
be content with what he ſhall be pleaſed ſeverally to impart 


to us, | 
(r) How ftrongly does nature here impreſs the ſcriptural 
> ſenſe? That the life of the body is a 8 1 
of 


ideas of God on | 
not attained by any previews work of ours, but the effe 

Gopy's free generation of us by the means of a natural pa- 
rent is' a demonſtrable truth : and may-I add, having the 
importance of the fact for an apology for the obſervation, 
that our natural birth is as demonſtrably ** through water and 
Blood. For this being Go vs ſettled diſpenſation in order to 
our exiſtence in this material ſyſtem ; we muſt conceive a f- 
milar diſpenſation, in order to our exiſtence in his ſprrieual 
ſyſtem; if we would haye nature's idea or 1 of 
it, Then diſcipled by informing nature, what. ſhe report 
but evangeli; doctrine to our obſervant ſenſe? namely, that 
, eternal or ſpiritual life is the git of Go D, Ros. 6. 23. that 


God is the fountain of this life, Pſa/p xxxvi. 19. that in 


him was life, Jobal. 4. that © he giveth to all lifeand . 
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as the life of our body is? Then as God hath 
been pleaſed to bleſs us with what the whole 
creation teſtifies' to be natural as well as neceſ- 
ſary repreſentations of theſe variouſly compli- 
cated ſcenes, ſo it is our preſent duty as it is our 
everlaſting intereft to retain them all, as much 
as it is expedient that nature ſhould be what it is. 
For diveſted of one of theſe, we may be diveſted of 
the only idea of one part of his diſpenſations, and 
be forced wnnaturally to diſcourſe without bis 
ideas of it, and to give the looſe to our Bite. 
ceptions about it. Whence it is no wonder hereſies 
ſhould infeſt the world, or the unnatural tenets 


T 91 ' * 
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| 1 err g 
Aci: xvii. 25. the grace of life, 1 Pet. iii. 7. all things per- 
taining to life, 2 Pet. i. 3. that we ſhall live with him by the 
power of Go p, 2 Cor. xiii, 4. not by works of righteouſneſs 
which we have done, for we are his workmanſhip formed in 
CxrrsT Izsus' (as our body is in earth) ““ unto good 
works, being born not of blood (of men) but of Goo, 
— i. 13. by the waſhing of regeneration, by water and 

» 6, — Exel. XVI. 6, — Heb, ix. 12.— Kev. v. 
9.— pb. i. 7. c.“ Thus nature, as Bolingbroke, to the 
confutation of himſelf allows it to be in his letter to Mr. 
Pope, is as it were another text, where theſe ſplemn truths 
may be read by every eye that looks through - ing na · 
ture up to Gov. And let the opponent of the fcrrpture doc- 
trine ſee, that the Go p of nature has made nature tranſcribe 
it in her ſcenes, and diſplay by his vibe diſpenſation, the ſpiri. 
tual ceconomy that the SS reveal. Whence it is evident, that 
a man muſt alter nature, or ever be ſurrounded with nature's 
demonſtration, that the Chr iftian ſyſtem, like this vifble one, 
is not merely, as many contend, contrary to ndture's ideas, 3 
ſet of enlightening inflitutions, a moral direfory, a rule of 
life, or explanatery of ſome imagined law, but that it is 3 
heavenly revealed and abſolutely neceſſary means to generate us 
to the /fe, which without this birth to it, we could not in 
reaſon have ſcen or known, and which Gop as mercifully — 
parts, as he expreſzly reguires us to manifeſt it, to 57 
not to our glory. 33 , 2 a | +0 »% 2 
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e 
of deiſn and the inconſiſtencies of ' Bolingbroke 
ſpring from the uninformed mind. Indeed in 
this viſible world it is ĩmpoſſible to arnibilate an 
atom, proof ſufficient of its being an impracli- 
cable thing to make void one jota of the divine 
ſeriptural cxconomy. But as I find in na- 
ture, men may ſuffer by their not freely re- 
ceiving every of its health-giving' operations. So 
may perſons in this other ſpiritual ſyſtem, thro” 
ſome diſordered ſituation of mind, not freely 
admit every of the divine illuſtrating maniſeſta- 
tions, and then a deftdtiveè viſion will enſue, 
like that ariſing from a diminution of light; the 
judgment will become darkened and diftempered, 
and the inward man, like the outward, will totter 
on the uneven ground, till he falls into unbelief, 
through an opinion of ſome apparent inconſi- 
ſtency, occaſioned by his not attending to the 
connecting particulars of the divine ſcheme. Un- 
celeſtial diſcord will appear in his ſentiments, 
not ſtrung by heavens harmonious touch,” and 
his jarring mind will ceaſe to be an infrument 
of praiſe to Gop. For the prophetic world at- 
teſts it is impoſſible for men to refuſe or reſiſt 
any of Gopꝰs ſupporting operations in nature, 
and be /rong and live; hereby enſorcing the 
cautionary 88. ( If any man ſhall take 
* away from the words of the book of this pro- 

« phecy, Gop ſhall: take away his part out 
«of the book of life, and out of the holy city.” 
Becauſe, as I muſt live amidſt a/l the freely re- 

(1) Rev. nn, 19. © ceived 
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ceived influences of this ſyſtem, or have no place 
in it, ſo. the aſſenting ſeul, free to Gop and 
truth, muſt be recipient of the entire ſyſtem of 
divinity, of the full orb of truth, as its ſeveral 
parts are made known to him, or in the end 
have xo portion in it. Nature pours her repre+ 

ſentation on the mind, that it is by ſubmitting | 
to the perfect harmonizing ſyſtem that the ſoul 
muſt. live: whilſt ſhe, in the variouſly infirm, 
that ſeverally ob/fru& her operations, pictures to 
the ſenſe, why there are ſo many feeble languiſb- 
ing ſouls, ſo many die to Gon, and ſhews it is 
becauſe they give not free entrance to the divine- 
ly harmonious werd, in all its manifeſtations of 
the redeeming JEHovan. Numb. xx. 24;— 
Iſaiah v. 24. For that this is true a too gene- 
ral, if not an univerſal experience proves to me: 
men are deſirous to retain their falſe unnatural 
conceptions of things which they have derived 
from education or wantonly complexed for them- 
ſelves, and theſe as naturally prevent them from 
receiving or enquiring for other ideas of things, 
from repreſenting nature and 88, as they lead 
them in juſtification of themſelves to decry any 
attempt to correct them, and to refuſe the typi- 
cal and natural illuſtrations of the 88, leſt they 
ſhould be found to. repreſent doctrines they never 
thought of with any, degree of approbation, be- 
cauſe they never ſuſpected them to have ſuch a 
* dee to ſu ene them. For me- 


8 


* 


* 
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thinks when the ſoul has its eye open to the 
bright import of repreſenting ſcripture and na» 
ture, the things of the goſpel ſtand diſcovered in 
as ample a manner, as the things round me do 
in the joint radiance of this moon and ſtars. Na- 
ture's luminaries ſhine with a brighter light and 
ſurround me with a blaze of truth, as full-beam- 
| ed as the luſtre that inveſted the apofile of the 
gentiles, and make me fall before it in full con- 
viction of the exiſtence of the things of grace, 
But alas, too much light will lind the eye un- 
uſed to this demonſtration — And may I not be 
apprehenſive, that many, who ſhall meet with 
theſe eſſays, to lead their ſouls from the ſerip» 
tural application of nature up to nature's Gop, 
will bear me a melancholy witneſs that they 
have the ſcales of prejudice on the eyes of their 
underſtanding, by their inability to apprehend 
theſe illuſtrations of divinity ? O may they ſeek 
the Lord of glory, to take away theſe ſcales 
from them, as he did from St. Paul, that they 
may receive their ſight and walk in the ways of 
the Lord. Whilſt they read in nature's volume, 
the true cauſe of their /piritual infirmities, to 
be their not freely receiving this or that part of 
Gop's diſpenſation by the 88, may they be led 
by nature, not in contradiction to it to-urge an 
| innate means of health, but to ſeek and apply 
the external correftive remedies, the great re- 
pairer of ſouls has provided by SS and by na- 


ture, 


_— - 9 
ture. To this great end may they take the 3 
poſtles advice, reſolve to become fools; that is, 
may, they be diſpoſed to review their thoughts 
thoſe (t) works of the mind, to obtain a new 
Con- 


(t) I have often found 2 Cor. 1 15, Rev. 20. 12. which 
import, that we ſhall be judged according to our works, urged 
by Socinians and other Latitudinarians, againſt our being 

under any concern, whether we believe r:/ght or no about 

Jz=novan AI EIN, (See page 62.) about this glorious name, 

this memorial of his juſtice, wiſdom, and. love, and power 

to all generations. Erod. 3. 15. For they ſay, if we are to 
be judged according to our works, then no queſtions will 
be aſked us, whether we have been Chriftians, es, Turks 
or Heathens; but how we have lived, how we have be- 
we ſhall be judged according to our works : I believe al- 
fo, that the Chrifian means, like thoſe in nature, were 
inſtituted, that men might have that god- lite fincere, i. e. 
unmixt life, which, in the courſe of things, they cannot have 
without them, and which no falſely-conceived fncerity,no ex- 
cuſes of natural inability to live godly in the face of thoſe 
means, if duly tendered to a man, can apologize for the want 
of, any more than a man's pleading in excuſe for his murder- 
ing bimſelf in the face of a certain remedy, that he Sincerely 
wiſhed to live toit bout applying it. But then I muſt obſerve, 
what will, Ihope, induce theſe perſons to rejudge their te- 
nets, that the word wort: takes in inward as well as 
outward ations, and what is done within as well as without 
the man: for if it did not, how would the conſenting beart 
of the poor, his compaſſionate will, that per as re- 
lieved bon ſandi, though he could not bring this relief into 
outward action be rewarded : or how the wicked defigns, be 
puniſhed, which want only an opportunity to be committed ? 

And amongſt theſe, all refuſals of the mind, all its inward 

behaviour towards God will as certainly come in, as all 

prudent or imprudent, noxious or falutary ſteps of the 
ont euard man will; theſe latter being but the conſequences 
or accompliſhments of the part the ſoul acts. (ſee page 

28. (e) that if a man will not «naturally ſuppoſe that 
de muſt account for the fruit he yields, not alſo for 

the bad ſeed he has ſown, from whence it has been 

formed ;z in ſhort, if he would not make his ſoul, _ 
w 


” *& "=F}fF & Cp EEO "BD 


1 
7 
1 —rð ꝗ́:ꝛ —— — L—— . are 


( 313 ] 
conſtitution of ſoul, to admit no idea, but ſuch 
as nature gives and SS applies ; may they be 
convinced, whilſt nature points out the lite ma- 


nifeſted ſcriptural ſyſtem, to generate their (i) 
Ws Ss unin- 


. L 

ward man wnaccountable to Gop, he muſt perceive that the 
final judgment will notice the aii, or work/ngs, or conduct 
of the ſoul, as well as thoſe of the body, conſequently, .its ſen- | 
timents, its belief or unbelief. And therefore it appears from | 
this text, what in reaſon muſt be the caſe, that man is con- 
cerned, as he would be acquitted in that ſolemn time, to ſee 
that the movements of his mind are regulated under the divine 
direction by SS and nature: theſe being ever the determiners 
of the ſteps of the outward man, Viewed in this light how 
ficly accommodated to our fate are the ſolemn declarations 
in SS! «© Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the 
doQrine of Cbri (which I hope appears now to be the 
doctrine of nature) hath not God : he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Chris, he hath both the FA TUR and the Sox,” 
« In thy light we ſhall ſee light''—<* Take heed, leſt there 
ſhould he any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God. For the ſeſi men know of Cop, the 
more they depart from him, as the /eſs men have of the /ighr, 
the more they ſet from it, ; 

(t) The more we examine language, the more we find it 
apply words for material actions to deſcribe ſpiritual ones by, 
To form or inform the mind, is a term plainly taken from the 
forming of the body, or c. Now that there are many «ni/nfor- 
med, an enemy of the 88 will allow me: therefore I would 
aſk, who ſhall form their hearts and minds ? And what an- | 
ſwer would you expect, reader ? Surely, that God muſt form | 
the heart, and frame the ſoul by his external manifeſting light 
according to his will: but inſtead of this, can our wonder 
equal the abſurdity ? the deiſt, that owns that the Lo n Þ of na- 
ture formed his body, inſiſts that ſuch men can inform or form 
their own ſouls by a certain innate, and therefore unnatural 
light, and thus he robs Go p of the glory of forming the better 
part of man after his divine 7 For that it is not by 
nature ſo, may be proved from theſe men's conceſſions that it 
is by birth a mere b/ank, which I would perſuade myſelf 
— will not make an image of their god. Ss that man's - 
ſoul wants a formation or information aſter the divine image, 
wants a freme of mind which bears the 9 
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uninformed ſouls by into God's kingdom, a 
kingdom of grace and truth, that it is and muſt 
be a perfect ſyſtem, compoſed of many ſeveral 
parts; none of which can be thought unneceſſa- 
ry to be received by man, as they become known 
to him, without the higheſt and moſt aggrava- 
ted contempt of the infinitely good appointer : 
none miſplaced or altered without the moſt pre- 
ſumptuous impeachment of the divine diſpaſers of 
all things: in ſhort, without betraying a moſt dia- 
bolical arrogance. For if the ſaying of Alphonſo 
king of Caſtile, namely, „that if he had heen 
of Gop's counſel, when he made the world, he 


would have furniſhed him with a better plan to 


have 


likeneſſes or 1 rr of the Divinity and his ceconomy, 
as they ſtand impreſi d upon it by the outward applications 
of SS and nature; that he may make the ſupport of this 
divine. image, this ſo ſacred repreſentation, to the praiſe of 
God, who in Cbriſ thus recreates him, the end of his life, 
and manifeſt it in the deſigns of his will, in the dec/a- 
rations of his mind, and in the conducting of his actions. 
And as it is as abſurd to ſay, with deiſm, that the ſoul can 
thus form itſelf, together with the beautiful ſimilitudes it ſhould 
bear of Gos, as it would be to ſay, the matter of which the 
body is compoſed can form itſelf, with every fair /ineament 
and aſpe& ; ſo it is but reaſonable to take nature's idea of the 
method upon the dei s own plan. Now the body is formed by 
the medium of ſome external generating parent, by rbe powers 
of this world, at firſt commiſiton'd for that purpoſe, and now 
executing their generating efficacy under Gov, in each 

rent, and forming the parts into a ſhape, &c. which they ori- 
ginally had not. Nature therefore would lead us up by this 
repreſentation to a like procedure in the ceconomy of the powers 


of the wworld to come, Heb, vi. 5. of the divine ligbt and ſpirit, 


— fo nay gs. orming the ſoul into their 
image, and adorning it with repreſentations of the adorable 
JzHovan, and this by the mediation of ſome ſimilar, ſpiri- 
tua / parent, tranſmitting to it this inge through b/ood' and 
Pe, water 3 
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have conſtructed it by, if this, I ſay, is ſo ſhock- 
ing in the ears of men of every denomination, 
even in that of a Bolingbroke ; becauſe of the 
horrid blaſphemy it is full of, what an odious 
light muſt the deiſt and every daring corrector 
under the name of chriſtian appear in? who 
do not only ſay, thro' ſome ſhort fight of their 
own, that this or that part of GoD's manifefted 
ceconomy in the ſpiritual ſyſtem would be bet- 
ter diſpoſed after their mind, but who even dare, 
with the deft, to alter the ſacred holy text, to 
put out the glorious grace-giving light and 
quench theSP1R1T, or to force upon us their per- 
verting alterations of texts, of that divine arrange- 

| 88 2 ment 


water; ſee p. 307. (r) and by external teaching diret ing it to 

objects for ideas, attuning its voice and guiding its ſteps by 

example and precept. I may call upon men of every nation 
to witneſs, that this is nature's idea of the forming or reform- 
ing of the ſoul, or, as men chuſe to ſpeak, of the framing of 
the mind, becauſe this is, to a demonſtation, Gos method of 
forming or framing the body, Then what have we here ? Not 
deiſmz not a ſelf-teaching ; but an informing appointment 
on the part of Gop, by the propagation of the ſacred re- 
preſentation of his ceconomy from one to another ; by 
a tradition of the divine ideas, fimilar to the tradition or 

handing-down of the image in the body, framing the minds 
of men, and continuing the race of his ſpiritua children, A 
conſtitution moſt fir and natural! becauſe it is as unnatural, 
from our preſent ſenſe of things, to ſay, the uninformed crea- 

ture can without this teaching, this tradition of the ſacred ideas 

or repreſentations know any thing of Gov, as it would be 

to affirm he can ſpeak a language wirhout it: natural light, 

as it is call'd, being upon a fair calculation juſt about as 

able to reach men the one truth, the only true repreſentation 

of Gop's economy, as it is to teach a// nations one language 

only, or indeed any one, without an infiru#rng maſter, pa- 

rent or nurſe, $0 nature drops not the tenets of deiſm. 

0, 
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ment of things which they obje to. A work of 
this kind is not equalled by the ſuppoſed attempt 
at Babel nor by the imaginary purpoſe of the 
Titans, It is, with reſpe& to themſelves, abſo- 
lutely taking Gon's government out of his 
hands, reforming his economy, amending his 
works, and thus being the god of Gop (a). 
And 


No. In this idea ſhe would give us of Gop's method to 
frame the mind, ſhe diſtils the chriſtian doctrine as the 
dew, For what does Chriſtianity inſiſt on but this impor- 
tant truth, that nature daily fgnifies alike to al mankind? 
that the powers of the world to come do in CAR 18 7, as the 
powers of nature do in the earth, ** regenerate men, and 
«© beget them or renew them in knowledge, after the image 
% of him that created them; that the ſame mind may 
* © be in them that was in Cxzx1sT Jesvs :** that he has 
provided a ſpiritual ** father in Cuz 18T ** for this purpoſe, 
thus to beget us by ſaith, which comes by hearing, 
Tit, iii. 5. Rom. x. 17. 1 Pet. i. 3. and that he has pro- 
vided men, veſſels of his truth, that are call'd “ fathers 
© to beget us to the hope of the goſpel.“ 1 Cor. iv, 15: 
laſtly, that we ſhould keep the commandment delivered 
4 to us'” —— „ the traditions ** 1 Cor. Xi. 2. 2 Tim, vi. 20. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 15. Kc. Nature thus joining her atteſtation to 
the propriety of the ſcriptural repreſentations, to the confu- 
ſion of 408, from its own phraſes ; how gladly ſhould we 
ſubmit our ſouls and minds to be framed aſter the divine ideas, 
which are given us in SS and nature, that our thoughts and 
ow may be the tranſcripts of the Divinity, to the praiſe of 
is grace; | 

- («) Attempts of this kind my reader will ſee in Mr, K-n- 
nicott's late treatiſe, where, with the ſame boldneſs he would 
take away the tree of /ife out of paradiſe, he preſumes to 
expunge the ſacred text, and to make alterations in the di- 
vine plan : and in a new form of prayer hy a candid clergy- 
man of the Church of England, who knowing not that 

Pſalms contain ſeveral parts by ſeveral actors, The Per- 
ſons in the Godhead, the FAT AER, the Divinity and Man- 
hood of Cyxx1sT, the Hory Guo r, the Church, c. 
hath mangled them, and taken verſes here and there from 
theſe parts, in order to compoſe 24 incoberent pieces. By 
which he deſtroys one of the f ne compoſitions extant ; = 
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And can ſuch look up to the throne of Gop for 
mercy? when nothing but his longſuffering keeps 
his almighty hand from launching the lightning 
of his indignation at their guilty heads, and pro- 
longs their life amidſt nature's ſcenes, that they 
may ſee their error thus legible in the firmament ; 
may ſee her repreſentation of the neceſſity there is 
for their ſouls te receive a ſy/lem of mani- 
feſted divinity, perfectly harmonious as her's, if 
they would /ive to him. O! whilſt they live 
thro” this forbearance, may they haſte to appre- 
hend this leſen of the ties, uſed to delineate 
the ſacred truth to the ſenſe, that „ all SS is 
given by the inſpiration of God, is profitable 
and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 2 Tĩm. iii.16, 
&c.“ and is thus, like nature, wonderfully com 
plexed to inform and ſupport the foul. Perhaps 
they perceive not every connection ſome parts 
have with the other, for want of due attention to 
the manner in which God would by figns reveal 
his purpoſe, nor diſcern how it concurs to carry 
on the deep-laid counſel of preſerving grace. 
But ſhould we admit this for 'a reaſon, why 
men ſhould renounce this or that part of the 
divine ſyſtem, becauſe ſome do not imme- 
diately apprehend its expediency, inſpired by the 
ſame motive, they might as well conſent to the 
tho* the verſes have a pertinent connexion in their places, yet 
detached, like pieces of characters in a tragedy, and mixt to 
form one character, they wear the face of confuſion, If * 


ture will not reclaim this latter author, I would adviſe him 
to read Horace's Art of Poetry, I. 1, &, 
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&#r/51ution of ſome part of nature, whoſe con- 
nection with the reſt is as little underſtood, 
And wouldeſt thou conſent to part with this, O 
man? no. Ihen guided by nature, I ſee we ſhould 
not reject this or that part of the manifefted diſ- 
penſations of Gop : becauſe, tho' ſome know. 
them not, they may ſerve to i//uftrate and 
enforce ſome ſoul- ſuſtaining benefit which man 
wants, as we may depend upon it on nature's 
evidence they do ; being given for a purpoſe 
worthy their divine appointment. Sooner there- 
fore, my foul, part with yonder far, with all 
the radiant choir ; part with this pale moon or the 
golden /un that fills her orb; part with every 
ſcene in nature or with fe itſelf, before thou 
conſenteſt to part with any particular of the 
harmonious ſcripture, any light. giving emana- 
tion of the prophetic bodies. For when common 
ſenſe evinces how much we ſhould defire the 
continuance of the preſent ſyſtem in order to 
dur natural life, how powerfully does ſhe re- 

preſent that thou ſhouldſt ++ contend for the 
faith of the ſaints” even unto death ! that thou 
« ſhould ſtrive for the truth” to maintain the 
ſpiritual ſyſtem of grace, as it ſtands truly /ygnified 
by 88 and nature. Becauſe ſhould nature's frame 
be broken around thee, thou wouldeſt but die 
to this world and /et to its glory: but ſhouldeſt 
thou conſent for the ſcriptural Mem of divini- 
ty to be broken in upon and altered, and ſub- 
mit thyſelf to be placed amidft its ruins, 9 

b WI 
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will demonſtrate thy ſimilar death to the divine 
agents, to their ſpirit-ſupporting operations, and 
to every manifeſtation of their ſuperior glory. 
A fall, how much to be dreaded, if we would 
have our caution equal the tranſcendency of the 
life we are called to poſſeſs, amidſt that efful- 
gent futurity, which. nature ſhews will ſucceed 
this ſhadowing ſublunary ſtate (pag. 233.) May 
therefore the holy-making SPIRIT, that formed 
the worlds, incline us ſo to keep the word, and 
every particular of the revelation of his grace, 
that the eyes of our underſtanding may be lifted 
up from under the heavy-bearing world, to a 
view of that more illuminating heaven, that 
brighter cxconomy which this ſpangled firma- 
ment would repreſent to us. And whilſt we 
receive its en/ivening and direftve exhibitions 
of the Deity from the variouſly prefigurative 
perſons, things, and actions in it, in order 
that there may be a like celeſtial harmony and. 
conſiſtency in the frame of our mind and 
ſentiments z may he enable us alſo to move 
in life with the like uniformity, as more il- 
luſtrious members of the ſpiritual world; with a 
like attuned and concordant obedience, as vari- 
ouſly ſtringed in/{ruments of his praiſe, that 
his will may be done in earth as I ſee it is, in 
heaven (x).. For as I muſt admire the pro- 

| | priety. 

(*) Hence the ſervice of the creature was denoted by an 
harmonious muſical ſervice under the figuring law ; and henee 
in Pſa/m cl. men are enjoined to praiſe the Lord upon vari- 


ous 1nflyuments ; cymbals, &, naturally deſcriptive of vari- 
ouſly attuned ſouls, ; 
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priety with which the ſcripture repreſents thoſe 
that have a place in heaven, as (y) flars : (be- 
cauſe what ſee we in the wor/dly heaven but 
ſparkling /ijghts?) fo I find nature not only en- 
forcing our ſubmiſſion to all 2) the heaventy- 


framed 


{y) Gen, xv. 5, Dan. xii. 3. ſo Eccluſ. xliii.g: and it is 
worth obſerving that we borrow their characters to diſtinguiſh 
eminent men by, as bright, ſhining, illuſtrious, &c. 

(z) To evince how much it concerns us to have every 
particular of the ſcriptural ſyſtem continued to us, ſeem it of 
ever ſo ſmall conſequence to them who conſider not that 
every text, every jota in it is the work of the all-wiſe Go p, 
J muſt beg leave to lay before my reader the prodigious «t/- 
lity of a paſſage, pours perhaps with as little advantage, if 
not with as much ſuſpicion of impoſture as any part of the SS, 
The paſſage I mean is in Ex. iv. 3, 4. where Moſes by the di- 
vine command caſts down his rod upon the earth, and it is 
changed into a ſerpent ; takes it up again, and it reſumes its 
form. Now to underſtand this ſcripture, it is neceſſary to pay a 
regard to the circumſtances which the fat was perform'd in. 
The Iſraelites were then ſubject to the oppreſſive Egyptians, 
_ Mizzx 1m , as our ctward man often is tothe incumbent 
darkneſs, (See the note on Iſrael in the ſequel.) Theſe Egyp- 
tiant were rebels againſt the God of beawen, treading in t 
_— their anceſtor, the great Nimrod, i.e. rebel, who deifti- 
cally hunted down the vv 42D Pen, the perſonages of 
JzxovaAn. They ſerv'd the creature, the viſible agents in 
this ſyſtem, the ſun, /ight and air of this world, in oppoſi- 
tion to the Creator of the hoſt of heaven : Unfaithful to their 
original Lord they choſe another husband or Baal, and com- 
mitted this worſt of fornication, This appears from Pha- 
raob's ſaying, Exod 5. 2. I know not Jxnovan——from the 
Lord's ſaying, Exod xii. 12, Againſt all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment, as he did by over-ruling the uſual opera- 
tions of the wind, &c, on the waters of the red ſea — from 
Deut. xxix. 17, Extra ix. 1. Fer. ii. 18. particularly from 
Fer. xliii, 13. where we read of the images of Beth-ſbemeſb, 
that is, of the temple of the ſun or light. Nor is it leſs evident 
from the Iſraelites being forbid to ſerve what the Egyptians 
worſhipped, that theſe latter worſhipped the hoſt of beaven,— 
the Baalzephon, i. e. the lordly treaſured up air, which they 
hada city dedicated to, that they were deſtroyed before, even 
by the power of the ind they ſerved, Exod, xiv, 2, —_ 

t ters 
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framed ſyſtem of grace, but leſſohing ſuch in- 
w their duty by this material picture of be- 

| | Tt ne- 


writers alſo prove the Egyptians to have had the powers 
of this world in their vorious operations for the, objects 
of their worſhip, under the names of 1/s, - Ofiris, Orus, 
Serapir, Apis, c. Diodorus Siculus ſays, they worſhip- 
ped ſun, moon, ſpirit or air and fire : ſpeaking of G- 
ris and Iſs, he adds, that the nature of theſe gods con- 
tributed tothe generation of of all things, one of them ha- 
ving the power of fire and ſpirit, the otben of moiſture and 
drought, and both the common power of ir.“ Platarch 
informs us, that their deities were the powers of nature, and 
Statius in his firſt Thebaid makes Ofiris the ſun : alſo Gyrald 
de diii pentium. As to IIA, we find her on a marble at Capua 
thus addreſſed, according to the preſent faſhionable but un- 
becoming ſentiments of Gop, to the goddeſs ifs, who art 
ono and all things. Montfaucon. Nor is there any thing clearer 
ſrom the images and infignia this author has ſupplied us 
with, from the [fac table, c. than that the Sowwy creature, 
which to appearance indeed ſuſtains the outward man, was the 
god the Egyptians adored. Such could not well bear with 
the ſervants of the e big Gap, who held their mage 
deity LID And being involved in the cheſt 
þ ther eberRevad Ah prop.» For —— 
o that t ted bis . they were not quite 
15 —1＋ — boaſt * -thinkers; in the face —— 
ture, F — nl » „ in ö power, yet as their de- 
— gy Ir — s, but on the natural 
tu for protection, ſo being in no tear of the ſuperior band 
eech they gave a looſe to their fury againſt his di- 
ſtreſt people, whoſe creed it was a fundamental article in to 
believe and acknowledge the ſubjefron of the idolized crea - 
— ru ES — rebellion on the 
the ions afforded a fair opportunity for 
—— — — — 6 of God, in favour of 
his ts, for to i 
a ſenfible demo nr 


Gov's people had of the ſpiritual red . 
in the boſom of time. And -this ſome expected, 
for we read, they cried to JzxoTan,” who mercifully 
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nevolence. Here ſhe would enforce the (weet 
interchange of mutual amity that ſubliſts in the 

chair 


22 


to 


mould hear it undeniable evidence of bis ſupremacy . 
powers of nature, but alſo with an intent to bleſs them with 
an awful rebearſal of that ſpiritual ſalvation he would give to 
eur ſpiritualiy- affiifled nature; like this, in the face of an bar + 
dened indeed, but an admiring Becauſe this great de- 
liverance is expreſaly called Ex. xiv. 13. by the ſame word, that 
Go p frequently promiſes our more glorious ſa/vation by 1 
whence it is to be fairly inferred, that it was a iar diſpen- 
fation giving us an idea of the them future and now inv;fible 
add. Accordingiy the Arti, the perſons inter- 
by oath in Jznovan, fixed upon Moſes to be the d- 
of his indeed not without bis re- 


'® his brother, as he afterwards ſmote the 
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bute, like the unnatural ſpirrt, falſly ealled « unt- 
„ erſal benevolence”, which menno boaſt of 
„cl * be · 


4 


avow the expediency of the mortiſying of fleſhly luſts, in order 
to our having a foundation laid for our being wirizous and 
fonts, whilft' it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for ᷣ and vice to 
ave a death in man, before the foul can /iveunto G6 D, Mo- 
ſes will ever ſtand not only acquitted of guilt; but jufifed'in 
this failay point of his conduct, as ſetting out with laying 
or morti/ying the enemy of Go »'s ſervants.» For as Similar 
fats have a fmilar judgment paſfed upon them, ſo he, 
or chriflian, or deift ho approves the morti fying of every 
foul ſpirit in his little world, in order to his being God's ſer- 
want, every heroic defence of a friend from an aſſaſſin, muſt ap- 
prove what Moſes did, and what the 88 have recorded to give 
us an idea of our fimilar duty, (ſee p. 198 in the note) if we alſo 
would be. followers of Go. And Moſes, who was thus as 
eminently zealous for the ſaluation of his brother from the 
enemy, that would otherwiſe have lain him, as he was meek 
and faithful, and who, in conſequence of ſtaying the enemy, 
offered himſelf to be a peace-maker amongſt his brethren, 
Zed. ii. 13. was ſo ſar from being diſqualified for the 4: 
wine miſſion on this account, as ſome contend for, that he was 
for thi: reaſon ſelected by the preſcient Oo p, as being in this 
remarkable character, ſee and confeſs the lively repreſentation, 
aptly prefigurative. of the true Moſes, i. e. deliverer, Chriſt, 
who, meet and faithful and full of divine love for his brethren, 
flew their worſe than Egyptian enemy, the body of fin, morti- 
feed it in himſelf, and burieditim his travail (o Hor) inthe 
ave, as Moſes did the Egyptian in the ſand, Ex. ii. 12. £a. 
iii; 11. tho? not without iar reproaches for this Smilar ei · 
fect of his unſpeakable kindneſs to his brot ber nature, Ror:how 
could the future deſtrut ion of the body of the fins of the fleſh, 
how could the divine offer of himſelf to mankind' as their 
eace, in conſequence of this deſtruction and death of fin be 
tter ex to the ſenſe of thoſe, who muſt havetheir ideas 
of inviſible things from wible repreſentations, than by one 
who, being inveſted with a ſimilar character of deli oer, flew 
the natural enemy of GO ps people, and then offered himſelf 
a prace-maker amongſt brethren? Nothing indeed could be 
an apter exhibition of thofe things, and therefore in Pſa. xlv. 
13. Ec. and in the prophetic and hiſtor ical parts of ſcripture, the 
Lon v is yo nn as fighting our battles, with ſharp arrows 
deſtroying the enemy, ſmiting mighty e 
| m- 
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being actuated by, to bring the enemies of the 
light p or among / themſelves, but which like 
| the 


dieming us from our enemies. Nor could the unjuſt re. 

caches Chriſt ſhould ſuffer for this one reaſon, namely, 

uſe, full of the divine ſpirit, he 8 the exmity, the 

body of fin, out of a tender compaſſion for the nature that was 
ready to periſh under it, be better urea than by the unme- 
rited reproaches Moſvr ſhould ſuffer on a ike account, for 
delivering his brother /i out of the hand of the wicked. Pſa, 
Xcvii. 10. So that he might well fu << his brethren 
would have underſtood (from this earneft,) how that Gop by 
his hand would deliver them. A#s vii. 25. For what now 
leads men to r-fle# on the meek Moſer, and to deny his di- 
vine commiſſion, will lead them to reproach the patriot love 
of the milder — fot deſtroying our enemy to his own coſt 
and to reje# his heavenly embaſſy of peace to our 


ſouls. Nay, it is the ſame ſpirit that would lead a man to 
where 


object to the divine diſpenſations in this vifble ſyſtem, 
the N Zenen 2 Sam. xxiili. 4. the 2 h our bo · 
dies arte under Gop delivered by from the gloom, firſt pierem 
the oppreſſive cloud, not without b/achnings indeed from the 
powers of darkneſs. And as I would hope no man wil 
in contradictios to his ſenſes deny this conf! 
of Geb towards our ow!ward man, ſo I may ſaſely a 
to nature, as repreſenting in this page of her works, the divine 
election of an agent to deliver man by from the 
cloud, who on his f ſetting out pieces his opponent, \ | 
either this ſcene of naturemuſt be expunged; or we are bi 
from the 8s repreſentation of Chriſt by the light, and of Moſer an 
a type of Ch, Luke ii, 32.—1 Cor. x. 2. in conceiving from it 
an idea of a far appointment, in the ſpiritual economy of 
Gop towards mankind: fo true is it, that natur is but 
ſcripture in à more univerſal character. And whilſt we learn 
from its repreſentation the condeſcending character of our 
bleffed deli rer, Chriſt and that of Moſes his typical fore-run- 
ner, let us tender him hearts flaming with praiſe for the im- 
menſe love that drew him to lay tbe enmity that was ' againff 
us, though it would ſubject him to undeſerved+»reproath from 
wnthinking men. Let us beg therefore, that by the faith of 
Chrifi”s ſpirit we may find the Egyptian enemy, fin, &c. mor- 
tified in us, that delivered, like Iſrocl, by his experienced 
grace and aſſiſtance, we may have a new ſong put in our 
mouths, and have lips and lives nat full of re roach, but 


* 
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4he fellar candor or whiteneſs, in men's ſeveral 
Spheres relifts the opponent darkneſs, and ſtrives 
to 


made by his attani hand vocal of his praiſe. For ſuch, bat 
only ſuch will (be thankful to him, and ſpeak good of his 
. 
triat raiſed in them, enjoy the advantages 
of alike deliverance, will with a tribute of yy > 
* — Moſaic rehearſal of the ſalvation = „ which 

erernally concerns us to be of. | conclude 
—— of Ad hiſto? with 
obſerving that, as Moſes in a ſimilar character, rebearfing the 
deliverance of us from the hands of our enemy, flew the 
an enemy, and is recorded to have done it to give us 


do, was to be a murderer, none ons at rica bing Contr 
that had not Eon 
in his hand 
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eminent ——— 
himſelf in the ten 785 85 50 och 


8 The pine — —— Fn and 
— . „ was in 13D Sens, ac 
— — REDD from MD Sew, a weil 
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- as a verb, to circumvent or . 
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marines or robe, Gen, Aix. the tover- 


boughs of the "Wwhch were witributed with great pie 
to Chr, the true Sinai, which the Lord was in the 
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to ſhine w1/potted from the world. [ Jam. i. 25.) 
W hat intereſting truths does a/ironemy impart to 
the 


vo the ror gy Toy err _—_ 7 — 828 
NeT Corrięia chers Sun, a N 

12D Sens 12 regularly derived from Y Sun, A al 
from P, as N91 Exuns and un Exvun a nde, 


from 719%, n Nux, a ſubjefed or ſubjef perſon from np 
DO ITS AO * r 


0 
Indeed any one with the Hebrew may diſcern how 

a word is defleFed with} or Nx, inſtead of the 
A E for the ſake of aſcertaining the object to which we are 


the 


in them 
with. But to retyrn: the 
mountain of Gop was very 
ſon —— mo 
J * et ons ' i. 
gala, l l. 2, 5 . 
midi of a buſh, and ed and Id 
with fire, and the buſh was not conſumed,”” 


ped 
* bow 
wedge 


. - 
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the inward fight as well as to the outward eye! 
not monſtrous forms of bulls and goats, imagin'd, 

543 | not 


4 0 


ſomewhat to his inrellettual eye. Therefore he calls it a vif · 
en or idea «td og, ſuch as the law gave of ſpiritual things by 
wi/ible repreſentations ; a fight of the great tbing or perſon, 

M Ecevper, not only of the great wonder that was before 
his bedily eye, but of the greater and more wondrous agent or 
work of grace which is often promiſed Pſolm cxxxviii, 2.— 
Zepb. i. 14. Hag. ii. 10, Mal. iv. 5. — Iſalab ix. 2, 
—— Mal. i. 11,—— Fee ii. 21.-— Luke I. 49. under this 
word to be manifeſted to men. And the mind uſed to 
look beyond the external picture, is carried up to a like 


wondrous manifeſtation of the DiviniTy, in order to 2 


eater and ſpiritual deliverance; to a /ike viſitation, which 

op ſnould make to a /ike humble plant of Gov, or veiling 
earthy nature, in a chara#er analogous to that of fre, Iſa, 
ix, 5, —-1xvi, 16, —- Kli. 2.— Hi. 2. fo the true defiverer 
(or true Moſes } Chrift, and yet not conſume him, not ſuffer him 
to ſee corruption. Mal, iii. 6. —— Deut. xxv. 11, — Lan. 
Iii. 22, —— Pſalm xvi. 10. Ad ii, 31. For as all ther - 
vine works are double, Fob xi. 6. and impreſs material images 
on the mind to — ſpiritual things by, ſo whilſt- the 
outward appearance gave Moſes conviction of the ſupremacy 
of Gov over the powers of nature, and of his ability to pro- 


tec the people from their fury, and was ſuited to raiſe 


his faith in God's promiſe in favour of Iſrael, it afforded 
him alſo, like fome glaſs, a comfortable proſpe# of a fin- 
- tar "manifeſtation of Gov in order to our eternal - 
tion, of a ſimilar appearance of this divine angel or ſentper- 
fon to a fmilar nature in Chrift, amidſt alike fire of wrath, 
Pſalm Ixxxix. 46. — Fer. iv. 4.—- xxi. 12. ſhould in- 
deed burn his bones, &c, Lamentations ii. 3. &c, and yet not 
conſume him, not bring him to corruption: whenee 

her reaſons the mount afterwards burned with fire,” Exod, 
ix. 18- XXIV. 17, — Deut. ix. 15. Thus beautifully was 
ver- ruled nature made to preach the goſpe/ of IU to the 
tutored ſenſe, made to repreſent the like humble perſon, who 
thoꝰ ſuffering what to all appearance conſumed, ſhould like this 


urvive and live, If it had not, Moſes would never have 

called it by the word he calls the patterns of the tabernacle by. 
Hence we may more clearly diſcern the propriery'of our Sa- 
wiour's reference to this typical ſcene, this ein at the buſh, 
this fgnificant ſymbolic exhibition (as the word ves — 1 
; ar, 
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TI 
not diſcerned; but the ideas nature gives of 
thoſe who would aſſert to themſelves a place in 
„ the 


Plutar, in Symb. 7. Philo. ulwuoy]& qua ovuCoraovr Te 
Jes denotes, ſee Scapula,) Luke xx. 37. for a proof of the re- 
ſurrefion or of man's living unto Gov, in oppoſition to the 
doctrine of the Sadducees. Becauſe it was ke to them a 
lain repreſentation of his reſurrect ios ot ſurviving of all ſeem- 
gly 7 ſufferings, and conſequently of that of the reſt 
of mankind. And it remains as Rriking a demonſtration of the 
error of Mr. Warburton, who would from a miſapprebenſion of 
the law, dart to juſtify the Sadducees againſt our Saviour. 
May he take this into ſerious conſideration, and have a god/y 
ſhame wrought in him for it. As a further proof, that the 
angel of the Lord, the ſent perſon of Jxenovan, ſaid here to 
have ap to Moſes, was the divine perſon afterwards in 
the fleſb, in the tender plant, in the root out of the dry ground, 
who ſhould dwell for us in burnings. Iſatab liii. we may 
urge Deut. xxxiii, where Moſes, bleſſing Fo/zpb in his ſons 
hd was ſeparated from bis brethren, and who, in the affair of 
Petiphar's wife, had like Chriſt, ſuffered for an imputed fin that 
he did not commit, inveſts him, this eminent type of Chrift with 
the “ good will of the dweller in the huſp, ( Suexent 
or of the Shecinab or glory which dwelt in the temple, which 
the Jets own to be 2 on, — 71 is 9 Ixxx. 
1. by this liar title, berd of Iſrae!, (TIP Suexen, 
drvelling 1 inhabiting 85 n e. * fimilitudes 7 
the great perſons in Jxnovan., Beſides, when we conſider 
that Moſes expreſsly ſpeaks of Chrift as a perſon to be raiſed 
up like bim, Deut. xvili. 15.—1 Cor. x. 2, 6. not only as ha- 
ving a nature ia common with him (for then be would have 
been ſaid to be not only /ike him, but like other men alſo, 
like his brethren, as St, Paul has it, Heb. ii, 17.) but as having 
a character fmilar to that of Moſes, and a fmilar manifeſta- 
tion for fimilar purpoſes, I ſay, when we conſider this, we 
muſt believe this particular in the 7 account of Moſes 
refers to the ſimilar tranſaction on the commiſſioning of Cbriſ. 
And we have no inconſiderable confirmation of this, in Ste- 
phen's drawing the parallel between Chrift and Moſes, and be- 
tween the oppoſition made to them in their amiable defigns to 
conduct to people to reft. AF vii. From _ ma- 
nifeſtation of G op in the humble veiling buſh, where amongſt 
other things, the Lord repreſented the mercy, (O may we all 
experience it in us) through which our nature is not conſu- 


med, we may obſerve why the place was called boſy ground: 
or 


T 330} 
the unſeen but more glorious ſhine of the diritnal 
heaven. So that an #ndevout aſtronomer is mad, 
| who 


For however men may ſcoff at the expreffion, ©* holy, they 
will find no room for doing ſo: if they will confider that the 
original word ſignifies © ſeparativn to a certain ſervice, 
and when it is to a religious ſervice, may very fitly be called 
«« holineſs.” Becauſe in this light, though the ground was 
not a#ively holy, in the ſenſe ſaints are fo, yet was it. evi- 
dently ſet apart for the ſervice of Go p, for this mani feſlarion 
of JzHovan, as the holy one Chrif, the true Sinai or ucil- 
Ing perſon afterwards was, and as we in him muſt be, Nor 
is it leſs plain, why Moſes was to put off his ſbozs on this o- 
eaſion. ver. 5. For trivial as the circumſtance may ſeem 
to ſome carnal-minded men, doing this is the natural and 
approved means of keeping a place we would tread on chan 
and andefiled, And if we attend to the ſcriptural application 
of the ſbocs, or indumenta to repreſent the endowments of the 
inward man. Ex. xii, 21. =». Vi. 5, Cant. vii. 1. God's or- 
dering Moſes to put them off was very finely demonſtrating to 
the ſenſe, how the true Moſes, Chrift, the prophet lite unto 
him ſhould, as our ſurety, on the 2 of God in his 
fleſh, put off his tabernacle, the body of the ad Adam, which 
was by imputation on him, in order to have fellowſhip with 
the divinity for us, as cleanſed from this imputed fin, and 
without ſpot, It was informing bim and Chrift by him, for 
whoſe infarmation about what he was to do the SS were writ- 
ten, that he was to put off this tabernacle, as we muſt do thro* 
him and after his example, together with our old man; in 
ſhort, it was ſbewing him that he was to ſuffer a diveſtiture, 
and then to have an union with the manifefed Go pp. Whence 
it was, that the man that raiſed not LS to his brother, 
was to be ſpit upon and have his oe looſe „ and give his oe, 
or endowment to anot ber that did redeem the inheritance, Dat. 
XV. 9. This being for a teftimony. in Iſrael, that the nature 
under the law which had not raiſed up ſeed to Gop's church, 
ſhould be in Cbriſ, as it was by . di veſted of its en 
dowments, and in conformity to this divine judgment ſhould 
ve ſpit «pon and held unclean, Numb, xii, 14. —Ruth iv, 7.— 

Hat. xxii. 67. that ſo another, even Chrift, might after this di- 
veſtiture redeem: us, take the church to wife and have ſpiritual 
Sons. Men of themſelves being the houſe of the nature that 
had Jcoſed its fbde, i, e. forfeited its endowments, 80 re- 
markably did the Jes contribute to the fuf{/ing of the law, 
and Cbri intimate the caſe of his ſufferings, by telling 


1 49: } 
who dares to think of expunging any of the 
lights of this bidden world, or moves not wit: 

Uu 2 har - 


them they ſhould ſpir en him. Lete i. 2. Nor ſhould I 
omit that the reaſon of Chrif*s ſpirting on the eyes, tongur, 
c. before he healed them, ſeems to have been to ſhew 
them, as in Numb, xii; 14. 4 type of what N and ot 
evbar ſhame the nature, that had not brough rth in them « 
child ef Gov, ſhoiild ſuffer previouſly to its being refored to 
ſpiritual Agbe, e. But to go on. ' Moſes thus informed, was 
commiſfioned to preach Chriſt his divine miMon and 
deliverance, not to a free but to a captive ple, not to the 
whole but to them who were faint and „and this, not 
in his own name, but in the name 6e him That four hi. He 
way to proclaim to tem 1 Am, or as it ſhould be rendered 
IIK r wHATTHaAveBtIN MADE TO Bx, bath ſent 
me, Hz, whoſe wonder-working will was now to be 

by him in a temporal R—_— I few Adee a refimony, Pſa 
hexviii. 5. to the rative of the will that was to 
be really done d , 75 A Bim, Pſalm xl. 7. and 
that ſo it might teach them to ſet the hope in the Al KIu, 
Pſalm 1xxviii. 7. the interpoſfing confederate Tua zz, Here- 
in doing what Chr:f, the inſtitutor 823 and perfect J 
of liberty, did on the redemption of his . AK. 
miſſion from the 3 to do bis wo 


ib bit work. v. 30, 6. O how erden alk ertion 
12 to 7 that *© had Etro: Ne = 
would have believed me, for he wrote 


read the account of Moſer, to whom Chrift is e . 
r 
— as it were act ed beforeband to the people in the 
5 So that the J need no other accuſer of 

Fe anbeic and I might add, nor we neither, But not on- 
ily Moſes, but all che 5 al the 4 714 all the © AN. 
nature itſelf, Fry moon, and: ; and ever 
creation riſe r e = 
old 


— the ire li 4 N ord Sr 
te cvang ec 
& print at Go 25 
ing our þ ; ows, Exod, NI. 7. bee dt to deliver us, as 
mid Iſrael, Pg we through, faith ' following Chrif, ma 
may by 


brought up man's natural Fgyptian ſtate to the 
tance of the 2 may be drawn of from the world, which 


is emden like Expt againſt Cs, and wopld ak” 


© << + 


— — — 
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harmonious conformity. in bis reſpective ſphere, 
who reſiſts not all dark attempts, all fouling 


uin ourſelves with all we have a ſacrifice to Gop by 
CnnisT Jzsus. Yet ſuch there have been, the Iſraelites 
were too much. diſpoſed to unbelief on Moſes s appearance, 
as men were on Chrif's coming. This Moſes knew, from 
experience, (compare . Exod. ii. 11. with As vii.) as 
Cbrift did, and was apprehenfive of their ſaying as they did 
to Chrift, ©* that I non had not appeared to him, and 


that he was a deceiver, See Jobs ix. 28.— Matt. xxvii. 


63. —-- Fobn vii, 17. Upon this the AL EIN ordered him to 
caſt his rod on the ground which he had in his hand (or 
power) ſee pag. 44, note (m) and he caſt it on the ground, 
and it was for or became a ſerpent, and Moſes fled from 
before it. Ang the Lord ſaid, &c. and it became for a 
rod in his hand. To diſcover the natural propriety and 
meaning of this fact, I n 4 
lars, what the rod denotes, what the ſerpent, and thence 
What the * change imported. 1. As to the rod it has 
been always uſed by perſons in power, as a certain g or 
toten of this power, this of Moſes remarkably called the ed 
of Gop, Exod. Iv. 20. was that which the ſca was parted 

y, and which he ſmote the rock with, The tribes, called 
in Hebrew, Latin and Greek, from words for the flock, 
and rods and {eaves of a tree were repreſented by ſo many 
rods,” Numb, xvii. 2. The rule over the heathens is ſaid to be 
with a rod of irn, Er, ii. 9. Pſalm cxx. a. there is men- 
tion made of the bis Strength —Moadb is called a flrong 
Raff and beautiful rod. The 3 rod of God's 
anger and we find Iſrael, w 22 their tribes repre · 
ſented by rods, called jointly the rod of Gop's inheritance, 


Pſalm Ixxiv. 2. — Fer. x. 6. From whence it is evident, 


that the rod way uſed as an emblem of a perſonal power ot 
powers, in the ſenſe the apoſtleſpeaks of powers and proc: - 
palities; Epb. iij. 10. Tit. iii. 1. And this notion of the re 
paſſed into the beat ben world, For we find the people in imi · 
tation of the Brat bens in Hoſea iv. 12. divining by a flock and a 
Haff, as the Egyptians did; Maimonid, de [dololat. {5 76, and 
as the Scythian: did n up a rod which they juſt be- 
fore ce down on the ground, Herodot. I. 4. See Ragufius Pata» 
win, I. 2, de divin in Epiff. 7. and Strabo de Perſarum \magis. 
Hence alſo Hercules's club, the Avgur's ſtaff and the Raman 
Faſces had their riſe ; alſo Mercury's caducens or rod, — 


prac- 


muſt clear up theſe three particu- 


, A 
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practices, or holds not to mankind a directive 
light in all his courſe, I ſay he is mad, 
be- 


. 


under Dos furni 6 gn. I 2 &c. 
and ned to a power endin to Bell, or 

— tom to this Ford, Latif Bci. I. 1. Herat. 
I, 1. O. 10. And the rad under various forms hath been borne 
IS w_ * in moſt, o not . all nations, ne 
reaſon. ' For as a rod or ſeveral come from one 
„ fo this was an apt and 'a ſenſible repreſentation of the 
apoſtolic truth, that a/l power, any branch, or all the branches 

ol it ſpring from above, from ove common root of it, from 
Gop, Scriptu therefore applies this natura/repreſentation. 
For the n who is called 1 Cor. i, 24. the power of Gov, is 
„e of, in order to give men natural ideas of him, as a 
Axe of a cedar, Fer. Xxill. 5.—xxxiii. 15. Zech. 
iii. 8.— Loke i. 78. as a Rob and STary, by whoſe 
ſuſtaining aid human nature was and is to be comforted 
and refreſbed in its pilgrimage, Pſalm xiii. as 9 
nathan was by the rod ge n honey, the emblem of im 
in whom all ſweetneſs of diſpoſition dwelt——as a Ro 
out of the fem of IE, i. e. the exiſtent one, on whom the 
Sy1nrT JrnOvan ſhould ref, as the material ſpirit or air 
does on trees, Iſaiah xi. as a Rod that ſhould ſmite the earth 
and flay the wicked, whilſt he ſhould be an advocate (my 
Kven) for the meek, 4. that ſhould be /ifred-up againſt the 
enmity = the manner of Egypt, x. 26. whilſt it left a W 
way for the ſpiritual remnant of his people, So that the rod” 
Gov given to Moſes the deliverer, and by which as a mz- 
dium ode, . _ . is little 
attended to, e divine h impoſſible as Gov, 
yet as ſurety for man, in and by bs nature ſhould 
_ Tr 7 ſhew, et N 
pag. 35 (r (g) 94, 116 (4) 127, the 
fequel of theſe acres) this A ſay, ek, from hence 
to have been 'a figure of the like rod or branch, Chrif, 
who, coming from the root of David, is propheſied of un- 
der this image, and by whom lie wonders were to be 
wrought to the ſilencing of the heat ben oracles, (as Moſes over- 
come the Egyptian magicians, which were permitted in order 
to give them ideas of theſe things, (ſee page 198 in the 
note) and to the confuſion of the diabolic ſorcerers and 
diviners, demons, &c. to the deflrufion of the enmity in 
a like red ſea of blood, and to the opening of a way a+ = 
Eh b or 


poſed to be given him by gelt, this world's b,, (which 


E 384 ] 
becouſe I perceive in theſe reſpeRts, he afts ig 


the face of theſe radiant lectures of nature, that 


ſhine 


for his people to the beavenly Jeruſalem. For whilſt this 
plainy give jgyoy or Tu hp rin type of heavenly 
we op 


ves us an idea of a a like wondrous nature that was 
Seb the SpiniT 4005 by Iſaiab, &c.. 

riſes the e as ſuch, And my reader will find a 

8 if DTT: 7275 


— 9 — was > befor 

van, The cattle ng 12 rin 525 Pack 
. ſpotted before the rods of Jacob, will alſo r epreſent him how 
Med and ſpotted we muſt turn out in the Ache of this white 
oD of Gov, the innocent Chrift, as Facob's _ 
theſe will ſhew him how Cbriff ſaveth ſuch 
and both will afford him a further evidence . Fat the 2s 
Moſes was a type of the nature joined with aur 72 22 
er, the branch Gov made ſo frong for bimſelf, Fſaln 
15. and by which ſo many more ſtupendous ih 0 — 
to man were and are wrought. And doubtleſs it was from 


T that the Jeros ſhould ſay, the yome 


J=zxovan was upon the rod. Burt. arc. fe 407; 
its being caß en the ground denotes is obvious, * it muſt 
. 19 of Chrift the red o page 0 
| ; ſome ſimilar laying down an the part of 

hich tho'8$ ſpeak under the phraſes o 8 
world, coming down from heaven, and being ** caſt 
down to the ground, having his belly cleaving to the 
earth, laying down his life, c. See Pſalm xliv. 25.— 
1 xvili. 42.—Fſaln 1 55 en ii. 

0 


— Fobn iii. 13.— Vi. 33. —1 Jobs il. 16. The ſec 
partici to be cleared up is, t the ſerpent 17 
| erpent is . fond of the Tae of 
* this a in Hfric, e odigious bi dd 
ſkin from it, and it was, becauſe its nature and its 
moving by circles one after , c. and its being made 
22 with its tail in its 2 that it was bald by 
tian for an emblem o , ” fire or /ight, and 
ſacred to Mars, Ov. Mer. I. in! uch a mea- 
ſure reſident in it: bly from the 418 it in or- 
der to act as an ambaſſador for the light, to ſeduce Eve to ſeek 
| knowledge from it and to ſerve it. Platare. Hiſt, I. 14. and 
Elias 1. 17. ſay the Egyptians ſtrongly adored ſerpents, 80 
Lucian and Diodorus Siculus-—nay, the very place was ſacred 
where they were paigted, 
«« Pint 


Nr 
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mine for the iaſtruction of every humble obſer· 
ver n 


« Pinge duos anguet, puer, ſacer eft hn, PAS. 

In Montfaucon we have many images of their gods in the forms 
of ſerpents; as well as Zſculapius and Bacchus, and if we 
take in what we read in xi, 15. that the 
worſhipped ſerpents void of reaſon, and in 0 
nal, I, 1. 21. and Sigiſmund's comment. on Muſcovy, and Maxim, 
Tyr. Differt. . we ſhall ſee on what grounds Nb ſays in 
his notes on Maimonid. de Idol. 48. that hecan think 
any one 1 that the dragon (or ſerpent) was held to 
be a ſymbol of divinity. How fitly it the nature 
that had ſerved this world's light and affected to forae in 
worldly glory, I have ſhewed in p. 77, note (c) 145 (el, and 

age (285) For this being the caſe, it may ſeem harſh to ſap- 
ele Cle to take the fron of this ofen ue creature, But I 
muſt pre-adviſe my reader, that the grand ws of our 
faith and hope is this ſolemn truth, that: he who knew ao fin, 


was made fin for us, a fact thatnotwithſtanding its appear- 
ance, Grip, the M ng done, and that he 
requires them to- whom it be pr to acknowledge on 


in of eternal damnation. Mark xvi. 16. I muſtremind him, 
that as the goſpel reports he did, ſo other prophetic SF repre 
ſented he /ou/d do this wondrous work, ſee p. 284 (5) J. Ni. 
10. however the ſounds in the ears of thoſe the- 
ologues, who through an 9 to believe he ſiqod 0 
the place of finders, ſee not how they faſten fin on theme, 
refuſe him a character in which he can only be their Saviour: 
r want of „ effential abborrence Gop has of 
n and corruption, and the neceſſity there is that it ſhould be 
removed from us by this merciful interceſſion, For the ſer- 
ent offenſiveneſs in man wanted taking away—Cbrift, there- 
fore ſpeaks of the lifting up of the ſerpent, c. as a rype of bie 
being lifted up, and conſequently of his being a 
tive of the offenfive nature that was to receive a croſs and 
death in 8882 we bi i nature 4 to us x 
being made like unto us in ali things, fn except, fee p. 
note (5) And, I would add what was there omitted, LY 
means of cure ſeems to have been in ſome meaſure once known 
to the heathen world, who were not quite ſo ſenſeleſs as with 
deiſts to expect health from ought in themſelves, but by di- 
vine means. ſcalapius ( ſalutifer orbi, ſuppoſed god of 
health, who was fabled to ſuffer by Fupiter's thunderbolt for 
raifing the dead, Ov, Met, |, 2. p. 10. and then to be made a 


ged,) 
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ver in the eaſtern or this weſtern world. O! 
how 


„) as well as Serapis having a ſerpent on à pole for their ſym. 
fa the frm baiog — . ent ſor Lb of pla 
by the Romans, Liv. Epit, I. 11. and the latter 2 .. 
veral cures aſcribed to it. See Montfaucon, In imitations 
they ſill retained the thing ſo far as to make the croſſing or mor = 
es the porſonous offenſi ve nature the means of cure, 
tho? they loo 


to the wrong object for it, Which will cer- 
tainly bear them out better at the laſt affize, than the Socinians 
who reje& both the true God of having health and the means 
of having it. Having premiſed this, that Cbriſ was to be 
placed in the flead of finners, and to + 1 cr them under 
whoſe lips is the poiſon of aſps, Pſalm cxl. 3. it will be eaſi- 
ly ſeen he could not do this without bumbling himſelf in the 
faſhion of a man, of this offenſive nature of ours. And yet this 
is neither more nor bs than what was figuratively and natu- 
rally repreſented to Moſes by the rod's being caſ down to the 
earth and taking the form of a ſerpent, For this was ſhewi 
him that a nature, innocent as the rod, the rod of Gop ſhou 
be humbled and changed in a fimilar manner and be found in 
_ thefaſhion of the nature offenſive as the — and ſuſtain 
with the form the fin of man, the fing of death by imputation or 
Shi, of it upon him. And becauſe he did bir, ſhould, like 


oſes, flee before it; full of a holy circumſpection how he 
ed, as Moſes was with reſpeR to the ſerpent. See Pſalm 
Lell 1 bons een fo e 

I was ſhapen for i t „ an a fin- 
offering my mother conceived me. lv. 4, 5. xxii. 6.“ This 
perhaps may be thought to deſerve cenſure, but let not a haſty 
cenſure forerun a cool enguiry: he that owns Cbriß, was 
% made 81 for us, and that Gop was found in faſhion 
as a Man" owns all that this type, this ſhadow, this ſcripture 


engraving repreſents. For S1N e than a ſerpent, Sin. 
is a e deadly than the eh 1 Cor, xv. 56. And as 
to thoſe who deny this ſaving truth, I am content to bear their 


reproaches, for aſſerting what Cbriſ was unjuſtly reproached 
for doing for 1 — — * nature. O adorable 
8 Us, let this idea of thy condeſcenſion through A 
ſo gra ven in my heart, that I may /ive and die a 
grateful ſenſe of it, But further, this fi change of the rod 
into a — — was a typical demonflration of God's miracu- 
ouſly traming the virgin nature, as the ſerpent was 
of the wirga or rod, to be the » 19481 of finners, 
which would not have been made for us, no 1 — 


ue S we Mn oe nn 11 a. 
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how deeply ſhould men enter, under the adyan- 


X x tage 


than the rod would have been changed 0g 5 — but for 
the people. And as Go by framing the rod of Jz 852 in thi 
manner, out of the ordinary natural courſe, evinged-to all 
mankind his original power, over man's nature, _ that 
it was not in this wprid, but in bis hands, in tien to 
the powers of this world, to geycrate and ferm it, in order to 
raiſe man's faith in his promiſed ſpiritual regeneration of them z 
ſo this change was alſo a ſenfible proof to Moſes of God's pow» 
er over the Egyptian deities, of which the ſerpent was a 
ſymhol. Becaufe he ſaw Jznovan over-rulc the idolized. 
powers in nature, he ſaw him miracuouſly make a body of 
hr ar cs not naturally 7 had 7 ; * wy him, 
in , reclaim his power of forming t ties by ſormi 
the ſymbol of them before man. For ho could Gop with 
greater propriety aſſert his power over the idolized creature, 
than by thus ſhewing his satural agents and the ſymbo/. or 
image of them ſubjet to him? by making the former to 
frame this latter, the ſymbol, the ſerpent, contrary to their 
uſual courſe of acting, in obedience to JaxovAn, that he 
might demonſtrate their ſubjection to him, It was a mira- 
cle as aptly choſen to repreſent a Smilar conperfion of the rod 
Al ergy cf ſakes, and toevince the dependency of the 
idolized framing powers in nature, as it was necefſory to 
raiſe the people's faith in his divine ebi/ity to deliver them 
from the ſervice of its worſhippers, and to rec/aim the ido- 
laters from paying it the adoration due to its ſuperior. For 
the ſerpent was the ſymbol of their deity, and Gop's ſhewing 
his power over bis was a demonſtration of ir dominion. oyer 
their. imagined god, and a 


ial for Moſes to ex- 
hibit in proof af his divine miſſion; in the face | | 
2 and of the deceived Egyptians, On whi 
the mean- 


o d fixed upon ſhewing his power over this creature rather . 
than over another. We are lafily to ire into the 
ing of the ſecond change. And as the f was made with a 
view of ſhewing, that ido/ized nature was ſubje& to him and 
formed by him; fo this other change of the ſerperr into a rod, 
was made in order to convince him and the; people; that as 
Gov farmed nature, fo he could work > change In it, pd mak 


- 


it ceaſe to exiſt in an offenfive form : in ſhort, that 
aſter he had formed it over-rule and a/ter it from being offen«. 
Je'to be.as dennlefa 2s this red; oh. cogaiie of buleg - 
Ciſed to his glory as 22 was, and to the ſupporr br the 
people. For does not this conver Son of theſerpent, which was 

prey 4 
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tage of this natural comment, inte the Ktneſs 
of 


: « mba of their deity, afford a plain demonflrationof the Lord's 
ver- rule their god and what was in itt ſer vice, what- 
overs; Nentor circumſtances it, or they before exiſted under ? 
Was it — a roof he could and would alter nature and 
all that was to it, and render it as free from offenſive 
JR dead to offence, as the inaniffiate rod: and as in- 
mental in the hand of Gop, as the ha, to che ſupportof the 
people? Yes, thig In the miracle rated in natura 

car ati ers to the ſenſe, by ſhewing the ſymbol of the . 
deity, of the of the enemy nature turned into a = 
— remarkably borne and exerciſed in behalf 


„And ſo the miracle was with ropetory T 
wrought-by Meſes before them, in order to 


their be- 


Hef of Gop's producing a ſimilar change in the — 
their * — {Yet his executing _—_ nts 
na- 


goof Bey, nl 2.7 —— f che id Game — 


ebange of the — was an rider ease at the deliver - 
ance Gop wovld work for them by the hands of Moſes, But 
was this all it imported? no. As it was a maxim among the 


tc that ſomewhat ſimilar to what happened totheir 
A Oo Gd br Me OR to come; 


fo this ſecond cha ————— into the rod, was but 2 
9 of a fimilar renovation in order 2 2 ritual 
and eternal redemption, For as the 2 the 
live : taking by imputation — a 
ene 7 tion and deſcent to 

—— s ori — 3 — man in 

—— 6, 'T + of nature, 

a like fact conſe-· 


this ſo cond change pious to _——_ mi 
| "ramus ration, as beautifully 4 colou 
can doit, Let me — reader therefore to attend to 
Hure, and to look through it to the correſpondent” things 
God's 2 economy fignified by it. For viewing it 
it rea n Gov * ſhewed 
His w ae tito. Moſes by,“ Pſa i. 7. Moſes's taking bold 
the be form by bis band, nts 'a like deliverer 
By bi hand la TY of or reaſſuming the rod 
Lo x, that was im eſentative of our offen- 
Ave nature, of the Zouy of fin that had ſerved the eres · 
Tere, and had been conform to the - Dion of this world. 
Rom, xii. 2. Its bein * of thi Term in the face of 


* eath of thus body by imputation on 


9 — — 


: { 239 } 
of che divine directions. Have your lampr burns 
3 XxX 2 ing: 

kim, and the ability of Go» to mertify and li it in oppa · 


2 to all Dre 
28 entagive of finners, as a proof 
the 40 ge we have in Ka 


of our ofen ve ſorm. Its change 


we that are hxmbled wich him have alſo in tbe image u. | 
ine its innocent form as a rod y d- 


x. for us who knew No fin, that we might 
GKTEOVSNEss of Gos in him. a Cor, v. 41 
He will ſee they had vif/e repreſentations of it to take their 
ideas from Moſes ing Chrif, as he was the adler 


TIS - © 
ing: let your light Hint before men } For is 
" + it 
the air; | Eph. ii. 2. from ſenſual flavery. He will perceive 
the oil won the ſame alluſions, and whilſt it repreſents 
the body of fin, the enmity borne by him in his body my 
tree, 1 Pet. li. 24. as the ſerpent form was borne on the rod, 
he will ſee it ſpeaks of this fin'as a fling, 1 Cor. xv. 56. as 
the property of a ſerpent, of death. and of bim that had the 
power of death, and whom n by death, as of an 
vid ſerpent, Rev. xik 9. Nor will he [leſs diſcern with what 


caution the od reflament, like the new, has diſtinctly exhibi- 


ted, how innocent Chris was in himſelf, and what he was 
as our repreſentative, what he ſuſtained for Sinners, what he 
was changed to on his reſarrection, in order to be our rod and 
af. And after this view of their correſpondency, let a man 
queſtion his heart, whether the one was not intended to deli. 
e the —_— . = _ riley 
ormed by the other ile prophet, for a diflingui 

Joe nüt of dim when he ſhould * .2> 4 and this 2 
to give in return an indiſputable proof of the divine miſſion 
of Moſes as his fore-ruancr, His diſpaſſionate mind will re- 
ſolve as eee ure of a man to be deſigned for a 

y of the original perſon, whoſe hkeneſs it bears in (every 
yet; ect, as to —— this paſſage a typical 2, Or he will as 
ſoon believe the world was made by chance, as that !þeſe ſhould 
thus correſpond by chance. As to my own part, When I view 
it, it impreſſes the ideas of Chris metliation as our repreſen- 
tative as ſtrongly on my mind, as it does a ſenſe of Gad's abi» 
lity to reform my heart, my will, my defires, my life,” And it 


appears to me, ſo far from being the effect of | necromaney or 


e like, as wvit/ings would infinuate, that it carries with it an 
eminent inſtance of Go D's complicated wiſdom apd love. For 
whilſt he would avow his ſuperiority over the idoliaed creature 
in its ſymbo/, as the fitteſt ſtep to reclaim men from ſerving it 
or fearing it, and to prove his power to deliver his people from 
its vo/aries, it alſo gives then, and by recording it, all that 
ſhall hear of it, a 2 the more wonderful conver» 
fon to be wrought in Chrift, their repreſentative, for their eter - 
nal ſalvation, May * in a duc appreben ſion of this di · 
vine and powerful love find the lite heavenly change accom- 


Pliſhed in their tranſer med minds, and be alſo in Chrift a rod 


pt ſtrength to their afflicted brethren, Having thus explain- 
ed the goſpel meaning of the double change, ſuch as that 


awhich was wrought alſo on the band of Moſes in his —— x 


little need be ſaid to prove that the miracle was calcula 


to excite the foith of the people. W 
$4 
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jt poſſible a man can boaſt his ſubmiſſion. to 
. the 


who could form the creature and transform it as he 

from its effenfiveneſs, or make it die to offence, could allo deli- 
ver them from the evi nature that was devoted to it, from 
the Egyptian enmies they were captive to, and by whom they 
were detained from ſerving the divine TIN IT Y. A man 
of ordinary underſtanding would make this deduction from 
the miracle, On which account it is ſaid on the exhibition of 
the ewo miracles that the le believed—and bowed their 
beads and worſhipped, Exod. iv, 31. I ſhall not at preſent 
ſhew at large how the conſequence, the working of this chan 
this reſurrettion of the rod into its form had on the 

figured out to them, as it does tous, the {ike e. ChrifF's ro- 
ſurrection ſhould have, and the faitb which ſhould be excited 
and gated amongſt Gop's * on Cbriſt's being de« 
monſlrated to be the - of Gov after the accompliſhment of the 
fimilar change on his body, 7. e. by the reſurrection from the 
dead. Rom. i. 4. Becauſe every man of ſenſe will make the a- 
poſtle's inference, ©* if the ſpirit of him that raiſed up Ia 
dwell in yoo, it will alſo quicken your mortal bodies at the 
laſt day, as well as regenerate our ſouls in this world. Rom, 
viii. 11. And they will ſee, that the one fact like the orber 


greater miracle, the xz47AA&y1 or change wrought for 
Chrift, was exhibited as a proper credential, in order to gain 
the people's dependence on a /ike change, to be accompliſhed 
in their favour, I ſhall only detain my reader, whilſt I remoys 
the objections deiffs &c, may make to this fact, by 

they avowedly believe' a fimilar miracle. For they own 
fin, they own that by yarious means they become offenfioe, or 
contract an offenfive character. And they look for ſome al- 
terative for a wonderful refloration to the divine favour by ro- 
pentance, by. forſaking fin. &c, And to paſs by at preſent, the 
abſurdity of men's changing tbem ſelves, is not this evidently 
making a CH anc of theit nature from exiſting in an een 
character, in order to its being reffored and raiſed anew to the 
favourof Gov, to their former circumſtances, the object of their 
faith? Then deiſi can have uno objeRtion to the reaſonableneſs of 
God's working'a ſimilar miracul6us fact, which lies not equally 
Tgainſt their own doctrine of the neceſſity of this CAN 
being wroughtin men: and the remark in p. 198 in the note, 
will prove that men could have had no idea of this change, 
without God's making ſome fmilar viſible change, in order to 
afford them this idea, May they therefore receive that with 
thankfplneſs, which, ſaving that they ſhauld look for it _ 


1342 ] | 
the gatural ideas of things, and ha 


Ss 
LES! 
Am- 


the hands of another, as nature directs, is only a 8 
of what they allow the neceſſity of in Goss ſyiritual con- 
my towards mankind, For if they hold it agreeable to what 

they ſuppoſe to be natural notions of things, to believe, that 
man ſhould thus be happily reinſtated in Go D's favour, then 
it was equally — — m, as well as his mercy, that 
he th a ſimilar action to give an idea of it. But 
further, as man is duff, ſo is the ſerpent ; and does nat this 
often paſs into trees or branches and again, are not branibes 
often reduced to duft, and as ſuch paſs they not into a ſerpent's 
form ? Such alterations of forms of exiſtence are ing un 
common in nature, Then when this a/terarion in a leſſer 
degree is common in Go»'s diſpenſations in the material 
ſyſtem, when the powers of this world, under Goo, fre- 
quently produce it, we ſhould be fo far from thinking a {ihe 
alteration unfit in his ſpiritual ceconomy, that we maſt, if 

we would receive a natural ſyſtem of religion, admit that to 
be in the n ſtem which has its lie, and which we 
therefore have an idea of given us in this ſyſtem. So that this 
$$ only reports Gab immediately to have wrought in his ſpi- 
ritual ſyſtem by a Moſes, a WH, i. e. deliverer, ſuch a mirs- 
culeus effect as he has made nature in ſome ſort give us an ides 
of, in the change of the forms of exiſtence ſhe produces by the 

Sunemesn WOW or extracted light on fimilay things on earth; 
ee p. 238 in the note) by this means conſtituting her the re- 

— of his word to man. Here then, inquiſitive man, ſee 

the natural picture of this divine mitacle, here, what thou muſt 

17 to be, what ern thou muſt put off, if thou wouldſt not 

dick the duft for ever: here what thou muſt be converted to, in 

and with Chriſ, in order to be like the rod of Moſer, or the 

wore miraculous rodof Jassx, IIS Us CunisT, an i 

of Gop's power and glory. Neſs*s Comp. Hi. of the Old and 

New Teſtament Vol. 1. 442. For does not this SS make con- 

verted nature give an evident demonſtration of a moſt intercf- 

ing fact? have we not light thrown from this illuſtrating par- 
ticular, like that which one of the ffellar bodies caſts on the 
ſolemn, tho* now (my heart bleeds to think of it) contrever- 
ted truth, that . Chris was made Sin for us, that we 
might be made (for ſuch divine j«fice requires to our ha- 
1 with Gop,) the RiGuTzousxzss of Gov 
in him?” Yes, we here have /ight that Hines the chri- 
ſian doctrine to men of every name, and preſſes the divine 
repreſentations of Gop's proceedings on our ſenſe, not leav- 
ing a vague uninformed mind wngaturally and nents, 

: re 


* 
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ambition to have the lamp of his fo 
| adorned 


rally to frame them for itſelf. When therefore we ſhould not 
have theſe plain ideas, this natnral evidence of Chriſt, bus 
from this recorded SS, it abundantly proves how neceflary 
it is, that it ſhould be continued to us, in ſpite of all irreve- 
rend Socinian attempts to decry the uſefulneſs of the old te- 
ſtament to form and illuſtrate the Chriſtian faith: as a late 
author of a pamphlet agiinſt the natural as well as. ſcrige 


tural doftrine of the lite-ſu ng TI INI IV, under & 
pretence of its being incon 5 t with SF and reaſon and 
(may I repeat it without fin) pernicions in its - 
quences, has with impiety done. Indeed they do well is 
affirm the old teſtament is of © no uſe in their argu- 
ment“. For if they admit it to be to the purpoſe, the ſcrip- 
tural repreſentations of both this dottrine and the dottrines 
of original and imputed fin and righteouſneſs look a man 
fo in the face, that he muſt turn his both, like angrate- 
ful Iſrael on them, to deny them. But ior a proof of the 
neceſſity a man is under to receive both, if he wanld be 
thought to receive either, I muſt refer to page 245, &c. I 
ſhall juſt obſerve that th s fact ſeems to have been once known 
to the hearhen world, where we find a tradition, that the 
ſuppuſed ambaſſador of their gods, Mercary threw down his 
rod, which he had from Phælus, between two ſerpents that were 
fig hting, and reconciled them by this means and hence bore 

on his Cadncens or rod, And hence xerhazs the tory 
of Caamat, who lived about Joſbua's time, and was fabled 
to be turned into a ſerpent, and the ſtory: of the ſerpent's 
teeth, buried in the earth, being according to O14, p 
mcrementa futnri", the riſe of a future race, But however this- 
be, this miracle was evidently not cnly a proof of the diving 
fn;r cmacy, neceffary in the nature of things to teclaim men from- 
ferving the creature, not only a proof vt the miſſion of Moſes, 
but a proof of the change of our nature, which was to be: 
wrought in the perſon of our ReyxgSENTATIVE, For tho' 
it has been thought by ſome very learned perſons in this cen» 
tary that miracies cannot frove the trath of any dactrine, yer I 
muſt beg leave, in this reſpe&, to differ from them : becauſe 
this is 10 put m racles on an *1{criptaral footing, and in- 
deed is repugnant to the conceſſi n they have made; that 
the miracles of Gop tagght a moſt impartant dodrine, even 
« demonſtrated his fapertority above all the gods of the hea- 
then.“ And it is clear, that viewing the things wriitzen 
as types, according to the goſpel account of them, (ſee Row, 
XV, 14. —— 1 Gor, x. 11, —— Heb. X. 1.) this miracle be- 
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Chriſt's being made ſin for ms, and his ſuffering out Ot- 


will of Gbp, Becauſe it is certain, that ſanfification in. 


Mat, xii. or ns vi. 36,-— Rev. ii. 16 ——F+h. iii. 14. 


I ſay; prove beyend doubt the contrary of the abort 
un- 
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adorned with the brighter illuminations of thi 
| | know- 
fore us, like all others, was a divine int dſition, that, whillt 
it ſhewed Gov's ſupremacy, repreſented. to the ſenſes, by 


which all information miſt come, a ſimilar wondrous 
work to be performed for our eternal redemption, namely, 


fences and his riſing again for our juſtification, Rem. iv. 25; 
his nee birth trom under imputed ſin, as the repreſema- 
tive of ſerpent ſinners, Matt, xxiii. 33. and at the ſame time 
the power of the ſame ſpirit to convert us. And ſurely theſe 
are docłrines, doftrines of the higheſt importance to ſinners. 
Therefore miracles db prove dodrines, they being fads that 
were not ſeen <vithont inſtruction; but vc hearſed and ſo ſhew- 
ed ſimilar ones to be performed for us in Chriſt, And the doe 
trines of ſancbiſication and redemption from fin are at leaſt as 
fit a ſtandard to try miracles by, (if men will =_ the prcuf of 
them upon this footing with the deiſts, who deny that my 
were wronght] as any doftrines of morality cat be, whic 

are r7aſbly ſuppoſed to be known, inde endently of the revealed 


cludes all that men mean by morality and mach more. And 
therefore why ſhould not we rather infer the divine or'ginal 
of miracles from their end's being our ſanfification by the 
effeftual ſpirit, than from any agreement they may have 
with ſome imperfect ideas men think they have of their duty, 
independently of Gop's written will ? it is Clearly a method 
of arguing more becoming Chriſtians, who have nothing but 
what they have received, and this from evithout, from Chriſt : 
and it muſt have more weight with the enemies of our faith; 
in proportion as the ſant7rfication of heart it requires and the 
rules it preſcribes are confeſſedly purer than every any of them 
or of their heat heniſb predec eſſurs with all their helps deviſed, 
Beſides Iſaiab's comparing of what ſhould happen on the 
day of Chriſt, when a brighter ſun ſhould ſhine on man, to 
ehat happened at Gibcon, when the light was ſtayed. xxviii. 
16, ak. and to what was done in Egypt, &c. their re- 
dempiion ; xi. 10, 17, 15, 16. our icur' applying the 
miraculous facts of Jonah's being in the whale's belly, the 
manna, and the ſerpent's being lifted ap in the wilderneſs j 


and St. Paul's ailerting the paſſage thro' the red ſea, the man- 
#a and water out of the rock, to be ſigns and typical demon- 
rations of goſpel facts; 1 Cor. x. 3, 4, 6, 9, 11, &c. theſe; 


on 
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knowledge [a) of God and his grace; mofe'con+ 
ſpicuous in his motions than the fine of yonder 
486 Ty te 


unguarded aſſertion: they thew, that whilſt miracles atteſt · 
ed the divine 3 of the perſon, they 2 proo 
becauſe viſible and 2 . of thoſe Simi 
tranſactions which the {ke prepbet, Chriſt, ſhould be commiſſi- 
oned to perform or have a part in for man's ſpiritual ſalvation; 
of thoſe felicitating changes which ſhould be: wrought.in our 
favour, and which no man could ever have had an idea of, 
hut from ile viſible changes in nature. They were in a figure 
the peculiar chara#erifiics of the deliverer, adapted to him as 
ſuch, and rebearſali of thoſe amiable tranſactions that ſhould 
2 the naturally apt character of tae prophet {ike unto 
oſes, For before a man can deny the natural fitneſs of this 
miracle, 4 Gat we have mot an _ of 8 from nature's 
works, he muſt give up al/ hopes of nor being offenfive in 
God's eye, and 50 being converted and reftored to his fa - 
vour, which is every way a milar fact ; and alſo all hopes 
of having an idea of it, p. 198 in the note: he muſt ſhew 
the matter in a branch or rod is never reduced to paſs in- 
to a ſerpent's form, nor that of the duſt-eating ſerpent in- 
to a tree or branch: which yet from what we know of 
vegetation muſt frequently happen. So entirely agreeable to 
nature to and what paſſes in it is the ſcripture! repreſentation 
of the wonderful cconomy of Gop, and of what has paſſed 
or does paſs in it. May we on thoſe evidences of its propris · 
ty receive this gf ny of what Cbrift, this rod 0 


£888 was for us, 


lifted up to he why par brag yo . 
oſet, lifted up to heaven, to « 0 ver us 
it de to 2 —— 2 and our Egyptian ene- 
mies, on the carnal enmuty in the world, that would keep. 
7s 6 and his CAI Tr. e 
(] Hence it will appear how aptly the 88 have thus de- 
ſcribed the capacities of men, the receptive eye of the ſoul 
and body, not as a light, but as a Av v03,; a lamp which 
holds the light, Mat. vi. 22. alſo how aptly they deſcribe the 
wiſe as having theſe lamps burning; repreſenting them as 
kindled hy the light-giving manifeſtations of the ſen of righ · 
teouſneſs, Mat, XXV. 1 7 2 Cu. xxii.g. Aal. iv, 
and as repleniſhed with the a’. OY. nenen) from 
him, 1 Jobs ii. 20, as the lamps in the templa were with oi, 
ſee p: 257 (4) and as the lamps of heaven, together with 
the lamp of the body, the eye, are with, the exirafed ( 


Suen, 
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lucid ſtreama, tho' like them, ſometimes ander u 
cloud to blaze the brighter. Eſpecially when na- 
ture, ſeconding the goſpel, preaches that deſtitute 
of this illuſtrious vertue, his face can never be ſeen 
in heaven : nor he without this holineſs or ſepa- 
ration to bear the divine glory before men, ever 
fee God (g. No, ſuch a man I perceive has 
as unnatural an hope of being nan | 


Snem, or WY Rs derived radiance of the ſun, 
Nor need I obſerve how OP it is ſaid, nor of thoſe 
whoſe s burn not ſo bright as ob es. not of thoſe who 
have not ſo clear and exten eben ion or view of 
the divine grace as others; but of f ſuc who receive not the 
— 1 proſpe#s of faith and duty, nor woey of gra 
truth, of thoſe who have not their /amps burning, 
— s of their underſtanding ſparkling oo the ve 
diance of divine and naturally-repreſented traths, tha 
into darkneſs, Mat. vi. 23. are extinct with e 
kingdom of heaven, not beirs apparent of glory. Jude 
Xii,— Hof. iv. 7.—2 Tbeſ. iv. 9. For of this, the /amp when 
1 d or the eye in the dark without the adorning ex- 
rernal light, gives the idea, My reader may from — 
recollect againſt dei, &c, what a very natural ſyſtem of 
things that muſt be wherein a man admits no our rd adorn- 
Ing light to clear his ſoul of error, to trim his lamp, 
— making his all- ſufficient mental / 
and wick, off and ſnuffers : hence too we may o the natural 
ſtreſs of theſe $8, XViii, 5. ——XXi. 17,——Prov, xiii, 
-—-Pſa, xix. 5.** Thou haft put their name ST Snew, 
unt tan they had "the mea 'nFions they enjoyed for ever: 
Prev. W. 20. and the y of the lamps 5 bring coofent 
burning in the Fgure of the body of Chrift, in the rabern 
to give us, amongſt other ends, an idea of the ever imitable 
Rate of: the foul of Chr How blameable are they who 
would Rifle thoſe tei monie of divinity, which the true Pſal- 
miſt. 2 Sam, xxiii. f. Ir U Cun Ie ſays, made him © wiſer 
than bis teachers. Pſalm cxix. gg. In ſuch a caſe, men muſt 
de, as we too Ar 
tchemſelves. 
ny Heb, Xi, B4y - 


by 
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ſeed, i. 4. an heir of glory, as he has a fruitleſs 
expectation of being thus adorned, who will 
not like this men be indebted for it to the r- 
' ſplendent cloathing of a fSmilar and ſpiritual 
ſun,, CurRrtsT JEsvs, to that brighter gar- 
ment of righteouſneſs which is (c) upon all them 
that believe and depend on it; as the fur's glo- 
ry is on all thoſe pcadent lights, He may in- 
deed ſay he is ſtudious to ſhew himſelf arrayed 
in moral $eauties, and therefore is indifferent 
as to the faith and dependence of his foul, but 
view we not his real circumſtances delineated 
in this heaven ? Does not aature accuſe him of 
impoſiure, and remonſtrate to him that he might 
as well expect to ſee the moon in this her luffre, 
without having any regard to her connection 
with the ſun, as in contradiction to himſelf, to 
hope a man ſhould be arrayed (d) in growing 
Yy2 ver- 


2 romaciable (nftance; how: thi vivy 
language of dei and Socinians militeres againſt them. 72 
— — 2 be will —— own that 
our arr every vertue, fo whitfh they ac- 
knowledge this, they muſt either ſubmit to receive this from 
an external inyefliture of knowledge and grace on the part of 
Gov, as our bodies are arrayed with lftre, or elſe run into 
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vertues that has not a connection with the r. 


pleniſhing and communicative (e) father of lights, 
of every ray of vertue, of all that's glorious in 
the creature? Yes, though nature in her e- 
poſutory notes would demonſtrate how men may 
have the ſpirit of glory reſt on them, to make 
the ſeed. of the true David, i. e. the dearly be- 
loved, Chriſt, according to the promiſe (f) like 
the moon in heaven, faithful witneſ/es of the di- 
vine grace in them; yet here would ſhe alſo e- 
vince that take away this neceſſary mediation, 
and men would be deſtitute of the Smilar crown 
and weight of far ſuperior glory (g). 

Has it not been alſo objected, that Gon ſhould 
ſele a ſet of men in the ſcriptural ceconomy, 
which he would of his own will eminently di- 
Ainguiſb from the ret, of his creatures—men, 
whom he would inv with the light of bit 
countenance, Numb. vi. 26. and in whom he 
would “ put his NAME“ more excellent than 


the glory of this heaven, Deut, Xii. 11,—xxv. 


10.-Numb. vi. 27.—FHſalm viii. 9.—1 Chron. 
xyi. 29,—P/alm lxxii. 19.—]xxix. 9.—exv. I 
| eee 


e Fames i. 17. ) Pſalm Ixxxix. 37. 
* 2 ſe ſcriptural phraſes 2 — 3. Tr. it, 
&. — 1 Tb. ti, 12.— 1 Pet, xviil. 5.—i. 4.—2 Cor. iv. 17. 
will appear moſt natural repreſentations of what befalls them 
that receive Chi, the ſun of righteouſneſs ; if it be conſidered 
that the fars or moon in this ſyſtem, which receive the world's 
* fight, have alſo a cap or crown of great glory on them, To 
deny this reward ſor ſuch humble receivers, is to renounce all 
_ nature's impreſſions of divinity, For what Gop promiſes, 
nature figures to the ſenſe, ; 


, hg OO 


[3499] 

men on whom he would put his beautiful gar- 
ments for glory, Ex. xxviii. 2.—1/aiab lii. 1. his 
comelineſs, Exzek. xvi. 14. his glory, Tſaiab xvii. 
3.—Fer. xiii. 11. till HER ſhould come whom 
this peculiar people Iſaiab xlix. 3, 5, 6. with 
their ſeveral illuſtrious diſtinctions prefigured. 

Yes, it has been faid this is contrary to our natu- 
ral notions of things—But apart all prejudice, 
let us make a free enquiry, my ſoul, into na- 
ture's ſenſe of this matter. And no ſooner do 
we begin it, than a ſet of bodies here preſent 
themſelves to our view, d://inguiſhed by the 
glorious aſpect they bear from the ref? of the 


heaven. Amidſt the divine appointments in 


this ſyſtem, here is a ſeed ( viſible, whom 
Gop hath fixed upon to bear his glory under 
this ſhadowing forerunning diſpenſation till the 


{b) I here aſſume for a truth, that the fart have their 
light from the ſun—-for it is a matter of fact which cannot be 
a firmed or denyed but upon evidence. Now that they do net 

erive their light, men have no evidence to e, but that 
they do, the SS, which appear to be remarkably atteſted by 
nature's giving us the ſame ideas of Gop's œconomy, ex- 
preſsly aſſert, calling them n {ihe unto or nearly extin# 
frreams in their /aft ſtage. Gen, i. 16, Beſides, as we ſee 
them in this ſyſtem, and therefore connected with it, we 
may hence conclude they have their light in the like manner 
the moon has it. (ſee page 173) In this view of them then they 
are evidently ſo many ſeeds 4 glory, deſcending from on 
common =_ ſun, and arejuſtly uſed to repreſent to Ar - 
bam the illuſtrious ſeed he, and Chrif, the ſun of righteouſneſs ' 
ſhould have. And on this account, SS alſo fitly uſes the word 
for ſeeding to denote the divine ligt that is variouſly diſſemi.. 
nated like the light of this world for the buman nature. Pſahis 
304 11, See this image ſurther explained, page 257 in the 

e. 
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fun ariſes, Then it is not abſurd to rank ſuck 
an appointment amongſt the divixe diſpenſati- 
ons. Becauſe here it ſtands - obvious to every 
inſpector : whilſt the ri of the creation in 
this hour are not /o diſtinguiſhed. Amazingly 


| Wife proviſion, how aptly calculated to repel all 


objections againſt the ſcriptural account of 
God's proceedings, before the divine light a- 
roſe to lighten all the world, For if we are to 
take nature's ideas of things, it is to conceive of 
a ſimilar appointment of a /ike.glorions ſeed in 
Gop's ſpiritual economy. Nature repreſents it 
to the ſenſe, and ſhews a man might as ſenſibly 
deny this diſpofition of things in nature, and 
and urge in the face of it the common title 
of the reñ of the heavens to be fars, to be this 
glorious ſeed of light, as to object to the ſcrip- 


tural account, and plead the equal right of all 
- mankind to be God's illaſtrious people. All 


fpecions arguments from our ideas of juffice &c. 
would as well hold againſt his making this pe- 
culiar arrangement in this material ſyſtem, as 
it would againſt his alaction of a particular peo- 
ple in his ſpiritual ceconomy, to bear his glory, 
and to be veſſels of his ex/ightning grace to the 
reſt of mankind. And ſhall man, ſhall Gort- 


ſighted, and therefore frequently anreaſonable, 
cenſorious man preſume to doubt the juftice and 


fitneſs of this appointment in nature What, 


would man have a/7vellcls and nong to receius their 
N. 
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valuable contents, a means without an end, or 
means multiplied when leſs would ferve the end, 
and ſo unneceſſary ? No, the deift in full con- 
viction muſt own the preſent courſe of nature 


is wiſeff, fitteft, ben, and muft acknowledge, 
P/alm civ. 24. *in wiſdom haſt thou made all 
thy works,” But owns he this? then he owns 
the fitneſs of the recorded diſpenſations of Gop 
in 88. They only report Gop to have taken 
ſimilar methods of ſhewing his life-ſuſtaining 
glory (i) to mankind, in his ſpiritual cxconomy: 
of committing his brighter (#) aracles to a pecu- 
liar people, inveſting them with his promiſes, 
and making them veſſels of the :/lumimating 
knowledge of his relieving power and adorning 
hve to all the earth (7). They only ſhew us 

a 


{i) Deut. v. 

{®) Ads vii. 2 — Rom, li. 2. 

(1) That this was the deſign of Jznovan in * 
this ſeed, and working ſuch glorious things for them, 
carrying them through the nations, and efablifbing them in 
the of great and mighty people is plain, from Exed. 
ix, 16,— Foſh. iv. 24.— Sam. Xvii. 46.— Kings x. 
24. —— Tſaiab xxxvii. 20,-— 1 Kings vii. 43.— 4 Kings xix, 
15, —Zep. iii, 20. For as it was neceſſary for Gov to diſ- 
rover or reveal himſelf that men might not ref, as they too 

have done in what they ſaw, that they might net 

miſtake the object of their worſhip, and not ſet up the crea- 
ture of Gop, or as deiffs do, ſome creature of their imagina- 
tion, inſtead of Jxuxovan, ſo it was impoſſible that men, only 
informablle by their ſenſes, could have 7 deas of what was 
not within the reach of thoſe ſenſes. ore they were 
rold of another being, and had demonfiration: of his ſuprema- 
Cy exhibited to them in order to raiſe their faith in him. 
This information and evidence being like unto thoſe means, 
we in nature, even deifts, uſe and allyw in order to come at 
9 the 
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a ſeed like the „ars in heaven for multitude, 
Deut. x. 22. fixed like theſe to communicate 
his more radiant diſplay of grace to man, after 
a like fall by one into darkneſs ; Deut. iv. 38. to 
drive out, as theſe do the darkneſs, alienated 
nations from before them; to bine, like theſe in 
the heavens, amidſt this dartened people, the 
knowledge of IEHO VAR, to make them pro- 


ſehtes 


the knowledge of what we never ſaw, For could we ſee the 
deiſt's heart, or would he honeſtly diſc/oſe it, I doubt not, 
but we ſhould find him believing things of much leſs conſe- 
quence to him, upon the very kind of evidence we believe the 
Ctriſtian faith on, and which he refuſes in this caſe his aſſent 
to, And I would beg my reader to demand of Mr. Hume, 
or his followers or deiffs, how elſe they could, with all their 
boaſted penetration and diſlike to miracles, come at the know- 
ledge of what they never ſaw, or how in nature the ſuperiori- 
ty of one above another can be evidenced wrthont theſe over. 
ruling exhibitions of greater powes, And if this be the only 
way of our knowing the ſuperior Jz#ovaAn, then it is natu- 
ral to believe he would tb, manifeſt himſelf to man. And 
ſuch a continued diſplay of power in favour of one nation a- 
gainſt all apeſtate nations, to reclaim them like that of the 
Pars of light againſt the powers of darkneſs, is ſo conform 
to our natural notions of 85 p's method of enlig btning us, 
that it muſt evince to us the authenticity of thoſe writ- 
ings wherein alone ſuch a diſplay of power is recorded, For 
here we have an account of it—and alſo of its wonder- 
exciting effects amongſt the people; who had this Pine of 
Gop's power like that of the Fars continued amongſt them. 
And it is to be proved from the writings and cuſtoms, and 
traditions of 4/ nations in a/l ages, that the dealings of 
Gov with his people were once known to them, eſpecially 
this peculiar tutelage they ſhould enjoy, Hence every nation 
feigned their pods to have a 927 care of them, before all 
others: as Ovid fays of Jupiter, after their fa food, 
« Arcadia tamen «ft impenſior illi cura ſuæ. % Arcadia 
however, where he was feigned to have been born, ha 
his more peculiar care. Met. I. 2, 405. See the claſſics, 
pecially Ovid and Plato, and the Univerſal Hift,, rg. 
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ſehytet (m) to the light, till the ſpiriritual Sung 
Ghrift, ſhould riſe and diffuſe his radiance in 
its fullneſs on the gentile world, that fate in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death. Ja. ix. 2.— 
xlii. 7. And that this is a natural idea of the di- 
vine diſpenſations, behold, the creature repre- 
ſents to us in this appointment of the ſpangled 
firmamgnt. : ſee in this text of nature's works the 
correſpondent ſacred truth copied to mankind, 
c thou art a ſeparated people for the uſe of 
Jznovan thy ALLIEs—JEHOVAH, thy AL- 
LIEs hath choſen. thee to be a ſpecial people 
unto (or for the uſe of) himſelf.” (Deut. vii. 6,) 
O faith- begetting demonſtration of the authority 
of the SS! how reaſonably it draws the ſoul into 
all the fullneſs of aſſent / for thus to find nature, ſo 
much idolized, nature, ſo often urged by deiſm as 
at war with the chri/tian ſenſe of things, fairly 


Z 2 pie- 


Ceremonjer. What an interefting deſign had this nece ex- 
hibition of Go p' e — 27h favour 7 
ſbippers, nothing leſs than to give men a demonſtration of the 
moſt high Jtnovan and his attributes in the moſt natural 
manner, without leaving them to be miſrepreſented as they too 
generally are, under the name of metaphyſical and mathematical 
deductions How careful then, now that it is recorded, 
ſhould men be to receive it, that they may believe Jznovan 
AL EIN, (ſee p. 62) leſt they ſhould be found notwithſtanding 


theſe manfeftations, as alienated from the true Go p, as men 


— the time of the miracles ; fooliſhly and impi- 
ouſly attributing them, as deifis now do the records of them, to 
< cunning, prieſt-craft, c. T would obſerve, that the 
words demonſtrate, diſcover, &c. when ſpoken of Gov, do all 
preſuppoſe an external manifeſtation, diſcovery or revela- 
* , nm rt of God, = evince what the deiſ denies, 

] For there was a proviſion made for receivin e- 
Iten under the law. Numb, XY, 14+ &c. | 0 2 
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picture the recordid diſpenfations'of Tx 
to the ſeriſe of man, whoſe faith in them is te- 
quired, evinces to me the ſcriptural necounts ti 
be indeed the counſels of the moſt Hrn. 
ſels evidently determined before the foundation 
of the world (v), becauſe the world is this td 
a demonſtration framed to repreſent them to 
the creature. Ceaſe then, vain man, to teject 
the 88, becauſe of an appointment which ſiould, 
if thou wert nature's diſciple, proſelyte = 
heart to believe them. For nature ſhews that 
can be no natural account of Gop'ꝰs diſpenſa- 
tions, ns naturally-repreſented ſyſtem of thinks, 
where there is not an appointment of a peculiur 
ſet of bodies, like ars, to bear the divine 
light to men, till a more glorious ſun "ariſes, 
And conſequently whilſt ſhe effectually throws 
out the impertinent claims of deim &c, in the 
Face of nature, ſhe ſtands, as once to Fob, an il- 
luflrious witneſs to all the world, of the natural 
correſpondency of the ſcriptural and chriflian 
doctrines: a witneſs that ſcripture and herſelf 
were compoſed by one all-wiſe Au Thon, all | 
whoſe ways and appointments in both are thus 
eminently uniform and all whoſe works re 
„ two and two, one againſt another.” Eccle/, 
xxxili. 15.—Xlii. 23. Then, my ſoul, whenever 
a2 bold objection from a deiſhs mouth againſt this 
S divine election of the peculiar mn 

wy 


(n) Rom, *. 23.— 55. iu. 9. | 
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40 return, it as. it is, ag a, mark of his ig- 
norance of the vi/ible proceedings of Gop in 
this ſyſtem ; as a proof of bis inattention to his 

boaſted nature, which, whilſt it ſhews us a 
ſimilar electian of flarry bodies that exiſt under 
peculiar diſtinQions, plainly gives us a repreſen» 
tation of the ſcriptural appointment, and re - 
monſtrates to the infidel, that if he receives not 
this he receives not nature's idea of the di» 
wine ceconomy. And do thou, bleſſed with 
theſe natural exhibitions of that wendroufly 
diſtinguiſbing love which Gop hath mercifully 
provided for thoſe that receive him, ever be 
ſollicitous to be, what theſe /elected bodies were 
formed and [ſrael choſen to give thee an idea of; 
to be avouched, /ike theſe in the face of the world, 
for ene of (50Þ's peculiar elect people (o), cal- 
1d, like the fars at firſt, from out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous igt. Ever ſeek to ſtand emi- 
nently diftinguiſhed for eng of the ſeed of the 
true FROM of Cbrig, by being ſet free ts 
ſerve Jenovan, to follow him through thi 
wilderneſs of a world, to imbibe “ the pure 
(nfuence of wiſdom fewing from the 722 of " 
almighty,” a wiſdom that compared with 
light is found before it. Wiſh. vii. 251 29- he 
ever ſtudious to Hine in this bright 
tbaracter, the pure impreſs of the divinity, thy 
good works before men. For & he that t giveth 

| Z 2 his 


. A. 9, 
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his mind to the law of the moſt Hon will» 
be occupied in prophecies where ſubtil paras. 
bles are, there will he be alſo—He will ſeek out 
the ſecrets of the grave ſentences,—reſort early 
to the Lord in prayer, and thro his gift be filled 
with the ſpirit of underſtanding—he will me- 
ditate in the ſecrets of the Lord—and glory in 

the law of the covenant of the Lord.“ Wiſe. 

xxxix. I tog. Thus will a man evince to the 
| | world, and approve to himſelf, that Gop is in 
| him of a truth working ſalvation, that he is an 
= heir of Chrift, the glory, 1 Cor. xiv. 25. one 
= of the lights of the world, Mat. v. 14.— Jam. 
ii. 1.—Pbil. ii. 15. even now a *©'partaker of 
the glory to be revealed.” 1 Pet. v. 1. It is as 
comfortable as it is a natural evidence of our 


calling, and ſo moſt devoutly to be wiſhed (p). 
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of his grace are intended. And yet this'is 


of this ſpirityal. giſtiaction which Gop woul 

yants, the creature could poſſibly know it, but by a repreſenta« 
on to his ſenſe, by being referred to ſome ſimilar p ure of 

God for his ideas of it? And it can never be proved it GTP 

'E We gd | , othere 
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How true is it that theſe fart are fixed and 
this moon appointed for figns (9) and placed in 
the firmament of heaven to give light to the 
earth, to ſhine not only on the outward man, 
but to irradiate divinity to the foul, and to. 
pencil with their rays the ſmilar appointments 
in God's ſpiritual ſyſtem. How much is it to 
be deſired, that men whoſe face is erected to- 
wards heaven (r) ſhould lift up their eyes to thoſe 
celeftial indexes, which need but our attention 
to point out the great things of revelation to us, 
as we walk in theſe fields below! For do not theſe 
tran/late the dedicated ſoul to a pleaſing viſion 
of the repreſented holy heaven, and cauſe us 
like Enoch to walk with Gon ? Then bow 
of $01 ie Ko in- 


et ber wi ſe known to man: for what ee 
caliar pee ec convey, if we were to ſuppoſe no ſuch pecu 
diſtingui people ever on garth, to ich the words refer 
us ? Such mp would be mere ſounds without a meaning. 
See pag. 168 in the note. — deifts c. muſt: either 


allow that Go has ſelefed a peculi ple to himſelf; inf 
order give us an idea 4 the — „ Hint ion he would 2 
to his ſervants, and of his towards them; and muſt 


own the propriety of recording ſuch election for this end, og 
elſe allow that they have no natural ideas of God's ceconomy, 
and that they uſe words vit bout any determinate ſenſe : which 
however it may be a proof of their free-thinking will be, as it 
really is, a proof of their blindneſs, 2 their not ſeeing the natw- | 
ral means of knowing things in themſelves :nw;fibl/e, Becauſe 
was it not for this, they muſt ſee that their own words refer- 
red them to ſuch à tact, as the 88 record for our . 
ideas of the liar diſplay of ſpiritual favour and 
tion which Gop makes to his peculiar people; who, ike A. 
brabam, dare to ſtand out again the powerful faſhion of hh 
world, and to acknowledge and ſerve n 

(9) Gen, i. 14 8 4 

(4 Ovid's lee, L 1. $6, 
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Inexprefiibly, guilty are they, how much their 
aun enemy, who bad rather be. /ettered in tha 
ehaing of the fleſb, drag out their hours in ever 
ry diver/ion from divine fellowſhip, and draw 
a feed of wrath on their guilty heads, than ſub- 
mit to this cele/{ial tranſlation of their ſoula ta 
Gon, and ſweetly enjoy a tran/þorting carve 
of the future a/cenfion of their bodies. 2 Car. i. 
22. A man of ſenſe will ever be taden up, like 
Bnech („, through noture's ſcenes to Gon, 
and, having bis eye fixed on his ſuperier glory, 
will wiſh this vez! of nature done — to en · 
joy that in full viſion, which ſtands thut repre- 
ſented by whe ſigns of baus. 

This avon alſocat ated times is repleniſhed 
from the /o/ar font and repairs her horns. She 
does not always thus teem with light and ſhine 
it to mankind ; in her courſe, ſhe has her times 
of decreaſe with reſpeR to us, but then in cer- 
tain parts of it, ſhe has her times of rexovatian, 
her neomenta, her new moons, when the defec- 
ius face reimbibes the ſolar ray, to reflect it mare 
eopiouſly to the world. It is to theſe" ſplendid 

Le- 


6 Gen, v. 22. This name fignifies bim that is dedicated to 
EHOVAH, Þ: 37 (a) which ſurely is a natural character, and 
ch as it is reaſonable to have ſuppoſed a man to have exiſted 
in, unleſs the dei will affirm it to be unfit that a man ſhould 
be dedicated to Gop; And as a perfon under this name, 
after he had fniſbed a number of years deſcriptive of the an- 
| mual coxrſe of the earth, was tranflated without death to - 
wen, in order to . Chriſt,” who after 


de had Sniſbed bis * aſcend to heaven ; ſo is be 


T9]. 

recruits ſhe is indebted for the bright appearune 
ſhe now makes, But may I ask for what ends 
is this change? doubtleſs it is for many ue 
ful purpoſes in nature. But waving theſe, 1 
would ask them that boaſt to follow #4rare's 
ideas of divine things, what this particular up- 
pointment would give us an dia of ? The w 
in the hand of Go has already repreſen ted 
us the ſtate of men under iii: forerunning pro- 
phetic lights, before the coming of Obriſ, our 
fpiritual ſun : it has carried us to the illi 
dody of rites, &c. which ſhadowed out the things 
to be revealed more fully on his coming; and we 
have found how their light might be eclipfad 
by the world's getting betturen Gon und the 
underſtanding. Then what further dees this 
repreſenting ſeene now under conſideration f- 

Nga 
fact recorded to glve us a divinely-atteſted idea of this aſcew. 
fon of the true . dedicated one Chrift, Numb. vii. 73. 
2 Chron, vii. 5, of the tranſlation of our ſouls alrve to Gon, 
l with him, when we have finiſhed our courſe, 2 Tim. 
tv. 7. and of that of our bodies at the laſt day, vhen the ni ai 
come, Wherefore, if irifidels aſk a reeſon for this a 
we muſt tell them the reaſon is Fmilar to that, which leads 
a man to ſhew a picture, when he would ſhew you a per 
you cannot otherwiſe have an idea of, And a man can- 
not deny that ſuch an exhibition has been made that wou 
not entirely give up an idea of the tranſlation of men be- 
youd nature s _ - a glorious — . — are 
SD 
dut an Enoch, i. e, the conſecrate to Gop ſhould or rather 
could be thus tranſlated” in foul'or body. For none but he 
that himfelf to heavenly things can in reaſon ever be 
#ifred up to them. O ſerious reader, give Gov thy heart, 
and Enocb's tranſlation ſhall be only a eee of that of 
thy ſoul, when thou haſt with St, Paul finiſbed thy courſe, 


. 360 

gure ? Far be a wanton excurſive fancy, unrulet 
by nature's fignificant report; be nature my guide, 
and let her point out the ſacred correſpondent 
truth in the ſpiritual ſyſtem, The decreaſe of the 
moon then, as before obſerved, points out the de- 
creaſe of that ſpiritual light, the typical and pro- 
Phetic $ody of perſons and things caſt on man, 
For though they were ever bleſſed with, and 
always remained illuſtrating inſtruments of the 
things of Gop (t), yet not ſo to man. As they 
ſtood not always in full vietu before him, in his 
earthly pilgrimage, by reaſon of worldly con- 
cerns, he would be prevented from attending 
as he ought to the /ignificative things or perſons, 
from conſidering them as they ſtood oppoſed to 
illuſtratè each other, and would bring upon him- 
ſelf a decreaſe of the light, which the ins throw- 
ed on the things /ign:ified, like that the world finds 
in the moon, when the earth has it not in its full 
point of view. And whilſt nature thus delivers 
to man in the moon's decreaſe her true repreſen- 
tation of that decreaſe of ſpiritual light, which 
happens in the inward man by ſimilar means, 
would ſhe not by the moon's flated times of re- 
novation Point me out like flated times in 
Gop's 


| e operation of the $y1n1T by the means of the 
wi inſtrumental miniſtration is further to be for — 


Heb. ix, 8. where we read expreſsly of the Hoy SrinIT's 


Ppenifying Pnaus]og, manifeſting publicly future things, by the 
| parables ver. 9. and fg Cares ati * them under 
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God's ſpiritual ceconomy ? when the prophe · 
tic and typical body of perſons and things ſhould 
be ſeen to advantage and /hine anew the glorious 
truths they bore in viſible-figns to the ſoul : 
when they ſhould come again under man's cog- 
nizance, and his mind, like this earth with the 
new moon, be re-illuminated with the repeated 
manifeſtations of the divinity that ſhould vifit 
man (r)? Yes, if nature is to give ideas, the 
pictures theſe things to the ſenſe. So that me- 
thinks, the more I meditate under this radiant 
roof, where nature's candleflick is placed, the 
more I find the Levitical diſpenſation 'tranſeri- 
bed into nature's courſe, in this her ſhadowing 

Aaa | | ſtate, 


(r) Blind as the heathen: were with regard to divine truth, 
it may have its uſe to obſerve that theſe men, who are un- 
truly ſuppoſed to have had no intimations but from uninform- 
ed reaſon, had a notion of the :ncarnation and of its ends too, 
though they miſtook the true Go. Ovid in his Metamorph. 
I. 1. 213, brings in Jupiter coming down in a human form, 
to ſee and puniſh the wickedneſs of Lycaon, . et deut bumana 
luſtro ſub imagine terras, and I a god, under the form of a 
man, purge the earth by exprating: or - atoning for it, (ſee 
Met. 13. 952, Ego luftror ab illis & purgante nefas, Valer, 
Max, 1. 7. Varro) as in the luflrum or every fifth year the 
citizens of Rome were taken an account of and the city p- 
rified by the ſuovetaurilia, i. e. by ſacrificing a boar, a ram 
and a bull in Mars's field, under the name of boſtia, (i. e. of 
the enmity, from haft ia, according to Ovid's own account of 
it, 3 of 1. 337. N a motis hoflia nomen habet, the 
beftia has its name from the removing of the enemies,””) in 
order to atone the gods and free the city, fields, &c. by 
laying the enmity, We read |, 1. ver, 198. of the igdignt=- 
ties he ſhould ſuffer —** cum mibi gui fulmen, qui vos habeogue 
regegue 2 infidias notus feritate Lycaon, when the noto- 
riouſly ſavage Lycaon ſhall lay a ſnare for the thunderer and 
the ruler of heaven: and alſo that 2 «© he 
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| ate, For here I ſee, in a figure, the fated 
times of holy miniſtration under the preceding 
law, what St. Paul calls the (s) neomenta, 
te the feaſts of the new moon: I ſee them under 
full conviction of the propriety of their appoint- 
ment and of their divine original. Becaufe I find 
it is GoD's method to renew his light to man at 
Hated times, to aſſemble the outward man be- 
fore his new moon. It is out of the power of an 

: #1 


ſhewed himſelf by fgn: to be a god, —-/igna dedi wenifſe deum. 
& J gave the ſigns that a god was come. Neither were the 
beat bens ſtranters to the tranſmiffion of the evil fallen nature 
ſcires ex ſanguine natos, ©* you might know them to be fprung 
from the hd of the fallen giants 162: nor to the now diſ- 
univerſality of this evil 241, gua terra patet regnat Erin- 
ys, throughout the extent of the earth the infernal fury 
—_ And what is more obſervable, they fabled their 
god afterwards to have communion with the daughter of this 
guiky nature, of Lycaon, with * Callifto, not without 
incurring wrath from above, and to have made fars of her 
and her offspring, Ib. 2. fab. 5. & 6. For if it is not granted, 
which yet it muft be by every diſcerning man, that theſe are 
reliques of a revelation of Go D's redeeming defign once 
manifeſted to thetnaccording to St. Paul, Rom. i, by the Phe + 
nicians, Egyptian, &c. it will bear me a ſufficient teſtimony 
that there are to be found in the beatben world, ſuppoſing 
it under the /ig hr of nature, tenets quite different from what 
the preſent tenets of its diſciples are, and conſequently, that 
have as much right, for aught they can ſay, to * the 
ene to he natura notions, as dei have to deem theirs ſo. 
Nor does it lefs ferve in part to prove the univerſalſty of 
notion of an original native corruption, of an incarnation, of 
God's communion with our nature by means of a virgin, and of 
the child of this communion being glorified, than the opinion 
of a nation concerning a fir cauſe concurs to prove the uni- 
wverſality of a belief in a god, though both miſtook the oec. 
80 true is it, that crifii has the ſame evidence to ſup- 
port it that the belief of a god has, See the ſequel, 
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inſidel to deny it, that has not reſolved to disbe- 
lieve the report of his ſenſe. Therefore this be- 
ing God's procedure in nature, why ſhould T 
queſtion the propriety of a fmilay appointment 
in the preſguring ſtate under the law, a ſimilar 
inſtitution of ated times, when men ſhould be 
aſſembled before him and receive renewed light ? 
Then with what face from nature can laſcivi- 
| ous ſpirits afirm that all times have been zlife 
to men, equally fet apart for to bear inſtruc- 
tion to them and to illuminate their minds, or 
that at all. ſeaſons the things of the holy heaven 
might be ſeen in a lite fair view by their mental 
eye? With what conformity to our natural 
ſenſe of things can they aſſert at large that be- 
fore the ſun of righteouſneſs came, the mind 
wanted no renovation of its light from withaut, 
no avocation of it from its darining engagements 


with the world, 20 flated ſeaſons to repleniſh it 


with the beams of divinity and grice, and to put 
the glorious light of the goſpel upon it, in ſhort, 10 
certainpertodsin its movements, wherein, like the 
moon it might be placed in a more advantageous 
point of view, with reſpect to God, and import 
a vaſt increaſe of ſpiritual light to direct it 
to the glory to be revealed. Methinks they 
might as well affirm, in contradidtian to our ſenſe, 
that a# times are alike in nature, for the mani- 
feſtation of Jight to. man before the fun-ri/e, 
and that the moon, that owes her light to _— 
Aa a 2 
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has all times in her courſe alike adapted to illu- 
minate her face. And if they will object that 
it is not reaſonable to think one period at any 
time elected rather than another, to enligbten 
the ſoul with the fore running beams of Gop; 
their objection will reach the divine appointment 
of the viſihle lated periods for the repleniſhing 
of the lunar face before the ſun - riſe. And the 
wiſdom of this muſt be impeached, which J 
apprehend no man will dare to accuſe, of unfit- 
neſs, before any exception can be made to a ſimi- 
lar proviſion of times under the law, before the 
ri/ing of the goſpel ſun of grace. For I ſee what, 
like man, derives its excellence, has its decreaſe 
in its courſe and its means of renovation (); 
| Wit x if 


) To prove the SS refer us hither for our idea. I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that the word for the new moon, when its orb appeared 
with renewed light, namely, UVM He des n, is uſed for the new 
Heart, Ex. xviii. 31. for the renewing of the ſpirit of the true 
David, i. e. of the beloved Cbriſt, as our ſurety, from under in- 
puted fin ; for ther enewing of us, Pſ. li. 12.—ciil. 5. As the face 
of the earth is ſaid under this word to be renewed, civ. 3. So that 
we areexpreſsly referred to the one, namely, to this appearance 
in nature, to the renewing of the moon's light, for our idea of 
the renovation of our nature to bear the divine glory. Nor 
any inſtitution be given to man with greater natural proprie- 
„ before Chriſt, our ſun of grace, aroſe, than that under the 
252 ſhadowing diſpenſation, Numb. xxvili. 11. in the 
beginnings of your new moon: ye ſhall offer a burnt-offering 
unto the Lord, the burnt offering of, or in every new moon, 
throughout ne neto moon: 5 og? ut y ** s was but 
fixing periods. beforg the ring of the divine light, ſimilar to 
what ? paige in nbtar before the rifin of the ſun — preſſing 
them to conſider nature's evidence of the reveeval promiſed to 
man, and that they ſhould live inwardly from renovation to 
renovation, as — MN 


* 
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I ſee ſeaſons'of repleniſhment in nature; hence 
it fairly follows that to refuſe fimilar ſeaſons 
in God's ſpiritual ſyſtem, when the prophetic 
| lights 


Whilſt the ſacrifice by fire was a memoria i to them of the means 
by which men were to receive this renewal; namely, by the 
oblation of the divine ſpiritual light in fiery wrath for them, 
as it is by the /ight from the ſo/ar fire that the moon has her 
face renewed with ſplendor. Thus did God with infinite 
wiſdom provide that the people ſhould have not only a - 
terial light from the new moons, but what deiſ think they 
wanted, even ſpiritual light by nataral ideas of divine things, 
at the ſame time that he provided they ſhould, in oppoſition 
to its beatheniſþ worſhippers, Dent, iv. 19.—XVii. iii. — Fed. 
viii. 21, ——1ſatiab iii, 18, — Fer. vii. 18. — viii. 2. — 
Zeph. v. 6. every new moon ac ledge its dependency, by 
uſing it in bis ſervice, as a fign of bis feaſts, Eccl. xliti* as 
nature's picture of a like renovation of glory Fob xxix. 20. 
in the creature. Hence they were brought out of Epyprian 
darkneſs at the renewed moon, and were with propriety to 
reckon this renewed moon as it was after their deliverance, - 
the firſt of their new moons, in order to preſerve in them an 
idea of the frft renovation of the face of their affairs, Exod. 
xii. 2. and to give us an idea of reckoning our days, our ſpr- 
ritual days from our renovation in CunrsT JIS. Hence 
it is recorded, that the ,** temple was finiſhed in a Hevesn, 
i, e. a renovation or renewed moon, 1 Kings vi. 38. figuring 
to them and us, that the true temple, Chrift, was to be com- 
pleted in ſpiritual renovation; and become a VM Hevpesn 
a ni thing, 4 way to heaven, Iſaiah xliii, 19. < which 
he has conſecrated for us, that is to ſay, his fleſn. Heb. 
x. 22. So remarkably are we referred in SS to the renew- 
ed moon for our idea of the renovation of Chrift, as our 
furety, and of our hearts and ſtrength by him: an idea 
that muſt give every humble recerver of it extreme com- 
fort, as in his greateſt deficiency of ſtrength or grace it 1 
ly points out to him the renewal the expectant ſoul ſhall 
ve of them in Go p's good time. For though the /ighr of 
God's countenance ſeems withdrawn from us, Pſalm xxxvii. 
6. — iv. 6.—XXi. 6. —-xlvi, 11,.-—Ixxxix. 15. and we are 
eaft down becauſe of its leſs conſpicuqus appearance, yet 88 
and nature ſay, theſe things ppen to us, as to the moon, 
in our courſe, but that we ſhall, when we are weakeff, obtain 
recruits from the ſpirit of g/ary, and like the children of Fudab 
i, e. the conſeſſor, the figure of Chrift, at the diviſion of the 
land, find Hedeſbe, i, e. the renewed fate fall to our lot. See the 
| re- 
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lights ſhould radiate their repeated contents to tho 
ſoul, is to refuſe a natureally-repreſented ſyſtem, 
of things. For can that he ſuch, wherein no ap= 
pointed ſeaſons of renovation have a place? Should 
not then the objeFors to the Moſaic diſpenſation 
and the modern contemners of the ſabbath, the 
ſervants of that Baal of our age, the light of na- 
ture,” &c. earneſtly ſupplicate our compaſſionate 
God for forgiveneſs of their unnatural conduct? 
Becauſe, have not the diſciples of the religion of 
nature, as they miſcall their undige/ted tenets, the 
higheſt reaſon to believe that as they cannot ©* ace 
cording to nature” grow without ſpiritual ſeaſons, 
nor increaſe in illuſtrious grace, ſo they are alſa 
without the naturally-repreſented ſyſtem of reli- 
gion? Would they but ſeriouſly reflect how 
evident it is that a body muſt be dead to the 
world that enjoys not the ſeveral lunar ſeaſons, 
they would have nature's demonſtration that 
ſuch men had uo part in the truly divine ſyſtem, 
who (z) received not the ſimilar ſeaſons of re- 
light we have no little evidence, that whatever modern phi- 
lolophots have thought of the ſcripture's accounts of the moon, 
they are entirely agreeable to our niceſt obſervations about 
her, as they all along ſpeak of her as a borrowed, dependent and 
renewed light. See page 223. ' 
(x) Iwould not have my reader think that I am here en- 
forcing a legal obſervance of the new moons, which were but 
Shadows, Col. ii, 16. and were to be done away cn the ii of 
the goſpel ſun of grace, My deſign is only to prove that we are 
obliged, from our common ſenſe of things, to acknowledge that 
in eur ſyſtem of revealed religion (for I know AT 
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novation from the ſhadowing fore-running body | 
of the figuring law (a), before the r:/ing of the 


true light, Chrifl, 80 


ed ſyfems) re wee ——— ͥ ͤ— 
Cbriſt, aroſe, if we wo a natural ſ or ſuch as we 
can hive in to God's glory; if we would have the ſcriptural 
and natural ideas of the renovation we are to ſeek in the ſpirit 
of our minds from the Lord of gory, or ſhine in the heaven 
to come. For remember this is the ſchool-maſter to bri 
men to Cbrift,”* Gal. iii, 24, 25. in his variouſly-lovely 
befriending charaFers, So that without judaizing, I can, by 
the help of the record, be preſent at all their pafſovers and 
new moons, and receive the end of their inſtitution, the lige 
they yield to bring us to Cbriſ: in whom, and from whom 
alone I can have ſuperior renovation of ſoul and body, a more 
than a new moon's illuminating glory put on me, till I am 
Filed therewith, Eccl. xxxix. 12. s 
(a) When men will turn dei, that is, when they will fit 
down with corrupt traditions of things and, rejecting the or- 
reQions of revelation, cover themſelves under the ſhelter of 
great names; it is but fitting to take the ſenſe of the bearbens, 
who were in much the ſame degenerate eſtate, and had as 
good natura capacities to the full as modern opponents of the 
true God, of Jtrxovan ATZ IM have. (Sec p. 62 (). N 
Maximus Tyrius ſhews us that Egyptians, Indians, Africans, 
Celtics, Arabians, Phrygians, Cappadecians, Maſſaget#, c. 
have all & FujtCont at]ea Tis F bey 
Tuns had ©* ſome conſtituted ſymbols of the divine digni- 
ty. He proves alſo the neceſſity of them from man's being 
unable otherwiſe to come at his £77 or © eſſence. And 
we may gather from him amd from Lucilius's Satyrs, I. 20. 
that they imagined *©* the fymbols to have the preſence of 
their gods in them, Lactant |, 1. c. 22. attributing to 
their images ſomewhat Smilar to what was in the Cherubbic 
ſymbols : for IE NOVA inhabited theſe. Exod. xxy, 8, — 
Deut. xii. 11,—2Sem. ii. 3. 2 Chron, xxx. 27, — 1 Sam. 
by the way, how juſtly the 2 declares, when he is 
diſplaying the ſuperiority of the true God, that there is 
% no breath, no ſpirit in theſe images, cxxxv. 1c. in 
order to confute thoſe who thought from ſome tradition 
of the divine preſence in 5s conſtituted ſymbols, that up- 
on the conſecyation of an image to their ſuppoſed deity, t 
fun &c. he immediately infinvated himſelf into it, ſo that it 
became his he pitium, his abode or receptacle: as the ima» 
kes 
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So far nature has exhibited the divine ſyſtem 
of Chriſtianity to my eye: the earth involving 
ber ſons in darkneſs by her fall from — | 
. ory 


ges carried from Troy are called gods by the ſcholiaft of A®ſchy- 
tus, It is clear too from hence, that it was the e notion 
of their gods being refdent in their ſtatues made the bearbens 
pay their worſhip and addreſſes to them: as Minutius I. 1. 
c. 6, ſays, ** tliey laid under the conſecrated images, and by 
| His flatus or inſpiration obtained as it were the powers of the 
preſent deity. Therefore, though they in fact were wor- 
ſhipping fones and trees, as they are juſtly charged with it 
by the prophets, Fer. iii. 9g, — Hab. xix, —— Iſaiah xxxvii. 
19. —Ezek, xx. 32 uſe there was not ſuch pre- 
ſence in them, yet they worſhipped them as ſuppoſed to 
have their deities in them. Which proves the univerſality 
of the belief of a manifeſtation of the divinity in his mag. 
or ſymbolical entation, by the means of which he was 
to be approached, however the thing was 2 by the 
corruptions of man. And notwithſtanding they erred in their 
repreſentations, whether this was not more ſenfible than the 
preſent deiftical ſcheme is not difficult to determine. Becauſe 
though its patrons acknowledge what they know of earthly 
things is by the mediation of their ideas or repreſentations of 
thoſe things, yet they ſeek, in contradiction to themſelves and 
nature*s courſe, to come at Go p without any repreſentative 
mediation, and without the means of his image in Cbriſ, the 
true fone of Iſrael, on whom, according to our common no- 
tion of building, we can only be durab/y built, ſee Gen. xlix. 
24. Ex, xxviil. 10, where this precious fone Iſa, xxviii. 16. 
was naturally repreſented, bearing his people, as our bodies 
are borne by the fony ſtrata ofthe earth. So that we may ſee 
our modern unbelievers who are for being built up or edified 
to Gop's glory, moſt unnaturally, and without an external 
foundation, not only miſtake the object of their worſhip, 
by ſetting up one perſon only to be Gop, but err too 
concerning the manner of their coming at the inviſible, 
whilſt the heathens had ſenſe enough to diſcern their a 
proach muſt be by an image, though they miſtook the * 
ject and ignorantly made images for tbemſelves. If men, 
who would impiouſly take God's work out of his hands 
and have pretended by their own ſuppoſed almighty ſkill 
to frame a em of religion, would ſeriouſly confider 
this, and that the ſcheme they contend for was never 
embraced by any, even the moſt eminent of thoſe they 


falſly 
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glory has ſhewed me the falling ſhort df Adam's 
ſons by his one tranſgreſſion. The ſparkling 
fars and (b) fore · running moon have pointed 

S me 


ſalſly ſuppoſe to have had only an imaginary natura light 
for their guide, they would ſoon find ros m tf that it 


was not ſo aathral for men to adopt this ſcheme of . theirs, - 


as they: generally recommend it to be. Becauſe it is evident 
to a dergonſtration, that ail, even the mi ſenſible of them, 


ſought the mani ſoſtation of the divinity in his image, and by 


means of a repreſentative medium; tho „ ungratefully a- 
poſtatizing; ſet up the creature inſtead of the CxxaTor, and 
inſtead of the divine inſtitutions framed ſome mrſbaped ſymbols 
for themſelves; Indeed, according to the dei s own ſcheme, 
Go p muſt have a/ways had his adorers who haveſerved him i 
truth ; there: muſt have been a rue religion in every age, 
unleſs it ſhould be blaſphemouſly affirmed Gov made all men 
to err: then if derſmy} or what is called natura! religion be 
the true one, that muſt have been profeſſed in every age But 
I call-opon any of its advocates to ſhew me that it has been 
profeſſed by any one in any age; till a few lovers of novelty, 
pirating ſome ſacred- revealed-notices and matters of faith, 
lately miſapplied them to the uſe of their oπnn unnatural 
ſcheme and paſſed them off for natural religion. And if it 
newer was” profeſſed, us it is evident, it was nor, to any one 
that will look into ni, then it never has been and is 
not natural for men to embrace or profeſs it now, unleſs men 
will ſay, it was only /arely natural for men to think rigbe. 


% From what has been obſerved about the earth's being 


enlightened from the wwhite-ftreaming moon, (195 Lazan;) 
before the ſun «riſe, my reader cannot fail collecting the pro- 
priety of the ſpiritual directive /ight's being given to the body 


of the people from Laban,' the white-place (the figure of it) 


in order to ſhew them the redeeming works of God, and the 
trays they ſhould walk in, before the Lord of glory ſhould 
riſc in the fleſh, Derr. i. 1. Ne will ſee:too-with what frneſe 
2 Laban, the figure of the enligbtning nature under the law, 
has a place in the ſpiritual ſyſtem, as the Labaa, i.e, © lunar 
ſtream has in this natural ſyſtem. Gen. xxix, g. For behold it 
repreſented in this page of nature ; the names are confeſſedly 
the ſame, and therefore the bodies called hy them are plainly 
alike, And in this view of the man Laban, as/a figure of the 
ſpiritual body of the law, caſting by the releSing types, 
&c, we find with what conſiſtency the change: of his be | 
to Jacob are introduced, Ger. xxxi, 7. For we ſee it is the 

A 1 enn naty- 


3 [zo] 

me to the ſimilar remedy, to the ' Padiin 

ing miniſtration of ſpiritual light that wa 

mereifully ordained to precede our being re- 
5 in 


to wives under this 3 is recorded 
to give us an jdea of bur ſpiritual parent, 22 | 
under the law and its various wages and , the 
Fewiſh and Gentile churches-: as the earth, under Gov, 
the common parent of our bodies, ſerves under the moon and 
its „ many, We in order to take a// — — 
tural Laban or white lunar fiream to partake perfected 
glory under the ſun. And that the 88 refer us to this natura 
ſcene for our i from page 361, from the name of 
Laban, which I juſt obſerved is clearly the ſame as that of the 
lunar ftream, and from the ſcriptures calling the parts of the 
_ earth which the ſheep tread on; & oQenr, farfieps or trend- 
ings, by another formation of the name Jucab, Cant. i. f. And 
. idea — ke - ſupplied with, as 
well as a 00 we ſcriptur a; — are 
matura / ones. Seb be thanked, that — 2 — — 
For us under the law, that made his wages inde nifold be- 
cauſe of us, though as to himſelf he was entirely innocent. O 
that men would fo//ow him whom Ge has bleſſed to us, 
whether they be of the Rachels, i. e. of thoſe that are inſpirited 
for travail, as ſhe remarkably was, Gen. xxxv, 16. or the Le- 
abr, the weak«ey'd Fewer, for each of whom he ſerved 
years i. e. fully — ſatisfacto 2 
put away the frange gods, 
——— 


the te, Ar , i. e. under the kind ine 
reileeming Go p on the tree, as their golden images 
under the oat, the emblem of this ſheltering creſi or tree by 
Jacob, his repreſentative. Gen. XXxv. 2, 4. But let men re- 
member, that they, as in natural connections, ſs ritual, 
can have no union with Chrift, nor e of his 
7nberitance, ti ſee his bard ſervice, and /ouingly accept 
him for their 54ſSend in conſequence of it. And are there 
ble hearts that will not be woeo'd by ſuch chan- 

on ſervices of their celeftial lover, nor by his — in 

is miniſters who muſt ſerve hardly too to win ſouls to Ciriſ? 

Alas, to their own aggravated guilt, there are 3 GOD reclaim 
them, I cannot forbear remarking alſo, that FOES. 
. 


ſerve for his 


= 
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snve/ted with the glory of the Lord. Thus 
theſe enlightened bodies have been my monitors, 
0 'Bbba +: w and 
Xv. 42. ibnah, a eſs _ 
AI e et, The f, E een ie 


types of Cbriſt, the /ight, ſhould dwell ; becauſe it affords us a 
very natural idea df the fituation the human nature in Chr; 


mo in, namely, in an — — 
| law, before he roſe,with to hi from un- 
der the lav into the Wiberg, Rom. .. c. For as our out- 


ward man reſides in the uur Libnab, or white-ſtreaming 
moon's » previouſly to its ring into the glory ofthe day; ſo 
our inward man in itsTojourning refides —— — — of — 
ntative knowledge of Go p, previouſly to the reſurrection oi 

— — Cbriſ sminiſters in their courſe be found, 
as their Maſter was, amidſt theſe ſacred repreſentations; and may 
the people, like Irae/, make the the true Libnab, i. e. this 
1 of divine things their way to the heavenly 
Canaan, Numb, xxxiii. 20. By this, but only by this know- 

ledge. of Gov, both SS and nature ſay, they will find them- 
ſelves more and more eſcaped from the 4/ack pollutions and 
night of fin, 2 Pet. il. 20. and be partabers of the ghry oc 
be revealed, Thus, but only thus, will find their bearc 
(called by the root of the moon's name 2 ag by; the moon, 
cheared with the light of Gov, and be the 309 Caleb, i. £ 


| y 
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and impreſſed nature's pure demonſtration, that 
the appointments recorded in SS to have been'or- 
dained for the relief of the inward man aſter its 
fall, and for its ſupport in life to GoD, are np 
more than fimilar to theſe that actually exiſt 
in this material fyſtem for the relief of the but - 
ward man after it has fallen into darkneſs, and 
for his ſuſtenance in this life, Conſequently theſe 
bright informers, with their ſeveralh-z 
radiance, Jill ſtoop to ſerve the child of the moſt 
_ every Joſeph or (c ) ——_ of his 


„„ 6. 
the divine influx of cb e incxfel light and merit: 4 By 
of which the incepſe and iubite manna e 1 tc ma 

-ſo white'and pure, and To cleun as the leper 26 Nev hire, in 


Levit. xiii. 13. Iſa.1.18. and ſpiritually b. „ Ezek. . 
26. Num. xxlii. 24. Gop make every ons readers ib. 
ce) This lache ſenſe ofthe name of JON Foſeph : err” hy 


. Pncreaſer, or he who ſhall cauſe an 22 * Gene, 

given him by 5111 Rabel, i.e. her who was 7 17 55 152 

2 like a fbeep, Gen. xxxv. 16. when ſhe ſaid, ©Jznuovan 
ha —.— joſep hu, or intreas' d to me another ſen, A natural 
chara I hope it w be allowed to be, becauſe there are 
evidently increaſing thingi in bis material f em. And then 
it cannot be denied to be what it was defigned to be, a natural 
repreſentation of the true Foſeph, or of a like other ſpiritual 
and beloved Son, who was to be added and given for no 
ito the before barren church, and to become the 2 r 25 
; arp! race of brant her, which, like thoſe of a fron I by 

uld run over the wall of him who was to be, like 7 455 

ſhort at and —— his brethren, 'and Fs er for imput 
-but was to eu from a and 4 to rule 
over a /ihe 2 enemy nature, "en to purchaſe the intie- 
ritance and to give /ike but fpiritiſa} ſuſtenance to au e 

ple; in ſnort, 1 w who NG y the good 0 


J the divine Bei- in the bun ;!“ 
ho was to be A like 2 Jon eds 
x the worn, jg 
re 2 dub ts 


A of heaven abbye, ri "the 
der to. ſpiritual 3 

— brought forth 15 won e 1 

1 0 Wy 5 ewe 15 th 
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ſpecies ; till atteſting that * ſcriptural diſpen - 
ſations ate none other than What nuture ſup- 
plies every nation with ideas of, and which e- 
very man, call he himſelf what he may, is o- 
bliged to admit, if he would in truth ayow 
his /y/tem of religion to be a natural one, i. o. 
analogous to naturd's repreſentations. Amaz- 
ing -proviſion of the infinite wiſdom of Gop | 
that "1eff men ſhould be entangled in the deceit- 
fulneſs of human device or artificial theology, 
| leſt they ſhould be caught in the ſnares of mabo- 


metiſm, 
cc the aatins t forth** by the bodies of t 
9 op ons — 1 „like — — or? 


rith Rette an and e give CunisT ideas or ſhadows 
ofwhat he believe in and hope for. Deuter, xxxiii, 13. 
Ling V's 8ꝙ ws wywe ſhould beliov 
— * 10 us, w we 
body Cn ee of an increaſer ſo bleis d? I an- 
fwer, nature leads us to believe it, by giving us an ideal ex- 
hibition of it in her works, As the earth is remarkably this 
increaſer that gives us bread, and is ,evideptly eng body 
that enjoys ſimilar bleſſings from the material ſun: and 
and all the precious influences that dwell in the % her, 400 
order 2 = prey reno 
follow nature, would ere repreſent iptural doctrine, 
that there is one Similar wy CanisT, the new earth, 
the land 0 righteouſneſs, ſalm cxliii. 10. in whom we are 
7 athered together, who is endowed with like but ſpiritual 
leſſings for our inward man. Let the deiſfs ſhew- me there 
is not, in nature, ſuch a material Foſepb, i- 6. an increaſing 
body, and then, Fas not before, can he with-any countenance 
from nature deny 3 nature does at WL. an idea Of one 
N glen re 167, leſſed body; on the 
ſenſe 2 earth is fuch an increafing body to a demonſtra- 
ws the g i, r — 
a erefore, unleſa we receive a 
like precious er Ss, we I — 
the Are ſyſtem of the inward man. And to 


pport 
10 2 my raking from m hence this ide@ of the. { 
12 or — Cn iir, 8 nt e a 3 
or ſon of the right band, Pf, — 17. 1 — 


1 

miſm, or pageui/m, or what is worſe, of 
driſm, which are now faſhionably placed. ig 
the room of the Chriſtian doctrine, bas inſtitu / 
ted a witneſs of his truth Pon 


chat he gr — D 
e man Foſeph is ſaid to have been, namely to zer 
creaſe. 21 is ſaid of Cain, & en. Iv. . H. wördeftg 
his brother, becauſe his offering was accepted; as the 
Jeu and Heathens did, and as modern ones do, 
his Feld of a world Yor the fame reaſon, pr rid 
or — 4 Cnnzter afreſh in their words and works; 
E 6 rr per ag e 
as it runs a to 9 
Pp /, add, or increaſe her ſtrength ef the uſe 
or * of thee,” And as n e . 
Preſents to us the fitneſs of there being ar body in in he 
— 2 of im; 
it alſo — to us the propriety Good \ was 
freſh „ —_ 1 , to ſay, r impo 
ca , porn not 
ture "idea of it: 1 Teds, of Gop*s making take na 
Hrances when thoſe nature gives ſhould be as 
have been. Befides, whilſt this accounts for the 8 * 
fication of the 88, „er 
entations "S in ny Prince fe the 
fallen under many pp 
pb had in his — rſt, 
jection of all SLE NS . 2 N 
power fs 
ry to bim, and to CunreT, your he 
was inſtructed from this | 
moon, and ſtars making nce to him, 2 
ſeen Foſepb's character is a natural one; that the Giri 
— — endowed with, as a figure of CHN 157 
Sun of righteouſneſs, are very crea op 
ed; and that there is in nature an increaſing body, the earth, 
which hath iar 12 3 a 
nothing could more 285 o Fo 8 
and — trans Hom na page, bony " 
dome to, this truth — * Ns Sur of righteoufneſs 
Father of lights e the Ch11d 
: eder icberw tour, I, 746 Gall e ee 


een l e 


15751 
Here has cherer the divine record to the 
ſenſe . How full of ſhame muſt each carping 
fpirit be, that hath raiſed an objeQion to the 
authenticity of the Chriffian revelation, on a, 
Hat. xxviii.18. and that the nature under the law of which he 
was born, and, laſtly, that his 5-erbren ingeneral, whether born 
of Leab, i.e. the faint weak - eyed Jew, or barten Rachel, 5.9, 
the church inſpirited for travail, like Cx z18T , I}. liii, 7. mob 


of as a or ſheep before its ſhearer, ſhould 
ciſance unto him : I (ay, nothing could more finely inculcato 
o 


the earth, to which 
+ in hke manner 
therefore it follows, that 
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ſhe for the light ſhe diſſeminates, See pag, 
And a dei that is obliged to own in nature any 
d by the vo yu 725 _ and ars, 

muſt own a 7o i. . an incr one, 
even ce — the 88 t exiſted in a, . 
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tuppoſttion of its being given only tan pur? 
of mankind! With what confuſion muſt be fleet 


before Gop's word, melted down by his beam- 
ing truth into a ſenſe of his error! For I ſee 
the repreſentation of chriſtianity to the ſenſe is 


as the European ſage. (d O that the * 


5 tem, to give us an idea of Cn Y in his gracious charaQtef 
as the increaſer of 3 ſpiritual offspring undęf fmilar infiuen- 
ces, thro” the condeſcenſion of Govy' towards human nature, 
Gov grant theſe men may heartily own its propriety z may 
they never ſuffer rioting, &. to make them forget wi 
the Fervs the affſiction of this true Foſeph or ſpiritual in- 
creaſer, Ixus CAR 167, Amor vi. 6. S 
in this character, that Hz may make himſelf knoven unto 
them, and give to them an inberitance, as Foſeph did to his 

ting brethren, Geneſ. xlvii. 11, May every minifer alſo 
ſollicit the ite divine manifeſtation to his ſoul in CiizrsT, 

| that he may, through this repenerating influence of the di 
licht, thro a like condeſcenſſon of Go p; ' beyer others to the 
hope of the Goſpel, x Cor. iv. T5, and add unto the church, 

the body of C16 r, ſuch as will be ſaved. A#rii, 47. 

(4) I am aware it will be ſaid, If this is the caſe, way 
| | are they not Chriſtians ? but the anſwer is at hind, as 
as the objection, and is this, That mankind in general 
have le the knowledge that nature is but one continued re- 
preſentation'of Go v»*s ſpiritual ceconomy for the eternal ſal- 
vation of men, as it is applied in the 88; that men reſt in 
| barely gdzing at the creature, and therefore are not carried 
| | Fg up by it to ſimilar ſpiritual objects. We have a melancho- 
= ly inſtance of this at home, though we have the Scriptures that 
| apply nature to this end; and therefore it is leſs to be won- 
| dered at that Indian men, who have no more of the 88 than 
| | ſome corrupt tradition of their facred contents, ſhould, miſs 
| ſeeing this. A ſufficient this is of man's fal/ from the 
Creator to the ſervice of the creature, of Baal, and that unturt 
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unbeliever weuld meditate on this zaturai ra- 
medy provided for man's full inte darkneſs, 
as glorious a it is univerſal ; 35 much height- 
ning his condemnation if deſpiſed, as it will, if 
duly attended to, excite, and ſtrengtben his 
faith, For would he receive the profigurative, 
the prophetic and apeſlolic body, which this ſora- 
running diſpenſation repreſents, ſoon would he 
be delivered from mental darkneſs, and have his 
guilt like a cloud blotted out he would go with 
every comfortable hope from light to light, 
frem glory to glery (el, 3s our outward man does, 
till he ſhould have à conſummation gf the glory 
to be revealed at the rifing of the Fun of righ- 

teouſneſs, And how pleaſing is this, to gather 
in our walks nature's ideas of Gop's azco- 
nomy to our inward man, and to ive her 


1 ) uad 1. de 

£4,493 IS91 it 

along canpr teach men divinity "but it is as 2 22 
ture eſent the things bf grace 


not repr 
repreſents them | E 
Tink, i is ſo evident from cos i Food, and the not feac 
3 it does ſs in all langs, though 


ee, that ebis light, like that of the world, ſhines in 

the darkneſs, and the el. comprehends it not but reffts 
it And I would remind the derf, that there are circum- 

ſtances the outward man may be — one 4 


where, though ſhines &c. he may 
225 
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demon/iration that the chriſtian accounts of it art 
infullibly ttue. For I fee a night's converſe 
with this /arry firmament, with theſe celeftial 
monitors, would cure the moſt inveterate infi- 
deliiy. A courſe of their JeFures on the ways 
of Gop affords the chriſtian faith the moſt Arik 

ing evidences, and, if properly attended, muſt 
make the dei? acknowledge, that the doctrine 
of ſeripture is the doctrine of nature; the ſame 
this ſtarry hoſt and friendly moon ſhine out to 
man. For tho? deiſm is an evil nothing but the 
touch of the heavenly king can cure; yet is not 
the hand of theLoxp Go mercifully diſplay d 
in. theſe vifible works. of the creation, as well as 
in his word, to touch men with à ſenſe of the 
truth of Chriſtianity, to expel their corrupt no- 
tions, and to give them a right /rame of ſenti- 
ment about Gop, and their preſent duty and 
their real intereſt? May they feel theſe impreſſions 
of the Divinity; and in full conviction that the 
8s only give us natural repreſentations of Gon, 
J may they receive them with dus reve- 
1 20% er x r reneez 
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ie 243 dee 330; £4173 and 1 EIN, . Its 
I 4 would defire my reader to obſerve, that if he was to 
. admit /ord Shoftsbury's teſt of truth; namely © ridicule?” and 
"to tiy the SS by it, they would ſtand the teſt and approve 
_ themſelves to be tub. Becauſe, unleſe God's — 4 
An the vie courſe of nature ſhould e deemed proper ob 
of ridicule, the ſcripturs! cconomy of God towards his crea- 
ture, as a member of his ſpiritual ſyſtem, and thus to a de- 
monſtration fimilar-to his diſpenſations towards the eutwgrd 
man in hie ſyſtem, can never be thought to come uuftly under 
| its pert attacks. For to ridi the 88, is firſt to ridicule 
nature that repreſents them to ſenſe, — to the oredit 
of the judgment or moral ſenſe men now » to commence 3 
war againſt the evident means of their very being and ſupports 
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rence ;: may they find them, as they are, fuffici- 
ent to their ſalvation ſrom ſin and error ſg) un- 
to life everlaſting. And do thou, my ſoul, thus 
confirm'd in the faith by. nature's expoſition of 
the ſacred text, often, proſtrate before thy re- 
deeming God, ſollicit him to accompliſh the 
number of his cles, and to haſten his kingdom; 
nor leſs aſſiduouſly intreat him to work in thee 
ſuch a conformity to his will, that thou may'ſt 
here ſay with a ſincerity and wiſbfulneſt, equal to 
the natural propriety of the ſpeech, + Come 
Lorp Jzsvs,” come ſpiritual and immortal 
SUN (+); that when he ſhall rie array'd in all 
13 4 — Cc 2 ; : his 
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(g) After this declaration of the rency of the 88 of the 
1 Gov, 2 Tim. ili. 15. —— minds with 
their powerful efficacy, I ſhould be glad to know from modern 
enthuſiaſts, what room there is leſt for men to expect or to pre- 
tend to ne revelations or new aſſurances in order to their ſal- 
vation, beſides thoſe already given in SS; or if there were any 
ſuch, whether they would not be zeedleſe, according to this 
SS? It is worth their while to give ſerious attentionto this. 
Gop make my tru, like David's, in his Ford, Plalm cxix, 
make me to -Jeice in it as one that Sndeth ſpoils; and then 
with David. ſhall I be guickened and li Indeed theſe men 
might as ſenſibly pretend to other maniſeſtations to give or ſ 
animal life, or for their tempornl ſalvation, beſides the /x- 
zar ar ſolar diſpenſations, beſides what they enjoy in the ſha- 
dowing night or ſucceeding day. | 
(5) As we may collect from hence againſt freetbinkers, 
c. the firneſs of its being often inculcated as a very natural 
expeQation, that the ſpiritual Light, ONE of the ſpiritual 
2 Tanz * riſe and viſit man, ſo we may 
ee propriety of its being ſo particularly recorded 
towards the le of the prophetic diſpenſation, Mal. iv. 2. 
that the Sax (or light) fri bteouſneſs (or juſtification) ould 
ariſe with reparative bealing in bis wings, [See this particu- 
lar explained in the ſequeſ] Nor ſhould we more —_— 
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his glory, thou alſo, may appear with him in it, 
and experience in the world to come a change 
unſpeakably ſuperior to that which on the furs 
riſe will ſoon follow this faint light of the 
moon, | 9 | 


the abſurdity of men's objecting to 2 repre- 
| a cen than we ſhould at 5 7 © nee 
happy men that paſs amongſt us ſtill under the forfeitell 
title of Fews, i, e.“ confeſſors, or makers of the good 
confelon.”* 1 Timothy vi. 13. For their (and all we 
offend becauſ ee nature for 
their ideas of what Id happen, and /iken it to that of 
the ing of the ſun : Can any conſequence be more fairly 
drawn than this; that a diſpenſation was to ſucceed that 
which thei exiſted amongſt them, a diſpenſation in 'which 
the ſhadows of the former one ſhould flee away; at the 
o, of the night do on the ſun-riſe. Their applyingthistd 
the glorious temporal refloration they vainly look for, can be 
nothing but an evaſion, Becauſe in this text here is predicted 
an abſolute change of the ſhadowing di of the. 
law; a change like that the earth undergoes, when 'it is 
brought from under the lunar and felar light into chat of 
the ſun; and a change that all nations ſhould benefit by, 
as they do by the ſun's //ghe, Gop work in them the 
poſition of a blind Bart imæus, bleſs them with the ſam? ſpl- 
rit of prayer, that they alſo may faithfully aſk and re 
the gratis-given fight and follow FESUS in the way to hea - 
ven, through ſufferings, temptations and contradictions of 
finners, Heb. xii. 3. | . 
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On the Morning and the Sun- N. 
OW ſweetly are we woo'd to intercourſe 


with heaven. It is not in one but in >. 


very uccefiive ſcene of nature that many has an 
invitation to leave his delufive ſenſe” of things 
and to feaſt on nature's pure repreſentations bf 
the divinity to ſoar above the narrow views 
and purpoſes of the fe, and to cultivate that 
improving correſpondence with JEHovan, that 
pladdening fellowſhip with his Sri Ir which 
muſt be begun here in order to be completed in . 
ternity. Whilſt the ſpangled firmament and the 


forerunning moon draw the mind to take the far 


ideas they give it of the diſpenſation that is re- 
ported, in agreement with nature s courſe, to have 
precedid the riſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs,” a 
new bene is opening for men to contemplate: a 
new page of nature ĩs diſplayed in ſtrongeſt cha- 
racters to inform the heart. Theſe chu, that 
lately fate on the horizon, and ſcarce granted the 
feeble lunar rays a paſſage through them, 
begin now to wear a /z/5 gloomy aſpect. Some 
lucid beams, juſt viſible; ſteal upon their du 
Skirts, and blending with the darkneſs form the 
dawy's grey nlantle. In proportion as it is ſpread, 
the ſhadows of yonder retiring moon ſhorten, 
and the Harry ſtreams ſubmiſſively die away from 

the 
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the ſight; all but the morning ſtar that looks out 
emidft the fight of broken clouds, to uſher in the 
morn, and then withdraw.—T he air too moves 
in ſtronger breezes. The early lark has already 
begun her matins, And the dew-dropping ſprays 
bend under the awakened choriſters, warbling 
out amidſt the 1000d/ands a ſweet variety of gÞtes; 
whilſt the bleatings of the flock, and the lowing of 
the reſponſive herds make up one general voice 
of gladneſs. How different is this from thatuni- 
verſal filence that lately reigned ] Surely it is na- 
ture's preparation for ſome great event thatiis a- 
bout to take place, ſome event worthy. this con- 
gratulating welcome from the creatures. And 
ſhall they, perceptive of theſe its fr ff. approathes, 
riſe into joy, and man not be rauſed from lis 
ded to notice the enſuing revolution ? Shall they 
 beall pleaſing expedlation and man not wake, man 
not with leverent awe contemplate the work 
of God, and join his tribute of ſuperior. proiſa ? 
Be this ingratitude far, from thee, my ſoul, no 
let the redeaned of Gop be drowned. in ſtupid 
inſenſibility, whilſt all the reſt, of the creation, 
\ſhaming the ,/luggard, pay their due homage. 
With all thy exerted powers, powers then 9% 
employed, when, employed in feeling contemp- 
latian, exciting praiſe, wait this opening ſcene. 
But firſt, ſay, could a. man, ju/? dropped into 
this earth, quite unexperienced indnature's chan- 

_ though furniſhed with gvery Cr ou 


=; » . 
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the foul, with all the innate light men falſly 
boaſt (i); ebuld he tell me what ſhall follow? fay, 
could he now prophetically beſpeak what wondrous 
ſcene ſhould, within this hour, bemanifeft on the 
earth? Methinks he might as well boaft he could, 
by his fictitious light of nature, tell what thoughts 
poſſeſs my mind, what revolutions ſhall next 


take place in eaffern empires, or bat important 


matters next employ their councils. For does 
not common ſenſe determine it, that the know- 
ledge a man has by experience, without this ex- 
periencecould never have beenattained ?-doubtleſs 
it does, and that, in things of common occurrence, 
we ſhould treat him as a confuror, as one of thoſe, 
who, under the name of cunning men, artfully 
ſeduce the unwary vulgar with pretances? Then 
if it is a truth that ſuch a one could not with a/l 
his genius diſcover the change that, tho now un- 
feen, ſhall ſhartly follow, how much leſs able is 
this creature, man, with all his imagined natu- 
ral abilities to ſhew me the author of this change, 


to inveſtigate Gop, to charadteriae the deity, . 


to determine his attributes, his ceconomy and 
will? Leſs able indeed—becauſe Gon is much 
leſs the obje of his ſenſes. Such pretenders then 
to ſpiritual knowledge by their natural abilities 
are, according to our appre hen ſions of Similar per 
ſons in common life, mere jugglers in ſacred 
ſcience, who would cheat the world into a no- 
tion, that 2 can by ſome occult power call 

Cerlaia 

: (i) See "this proved i in the ſequel, 


T 384 ] 
certain objects to their mipd, without having any 
external communication with them. Perhaps 
it may be faid, for I have known mea take ſhelter 
in the aſſertion, that they can deduce the eternal 
creator ſrom the creature, the author from his 

works, But ſetting aſide that a 20ark may be the 
effect of more agents than one, and that the deiffs 
beg the queſtion << that they could have a Know- 
ledge of an (I) eternity, without a diſcqvery of 
we EFFECT 
(4) If enowledge of thingathat pre out of the reach gf ow 
OLIOWS, 


ſenſes is not to be attained by the ſenſes : then 
that, becauſe eternity is without the reach of our ſonſat, 


that 
eternity is not knowable by man who has his knowledge on- 
ty from them, unleſs by the help of es ELIE 
Therefore a deiſt that reaſons backward' to an eernity, and 
the eternal relations of temporal things, i Ji to infer fi 
them a Gov and our duty, or an Woe 


t talks about 


NO ROPE 
A Mullſ- 
becauſe 
can 


will not exiſt after it, Rev. x. 6. ſo there is no argo- 
jog what was before, and what will be afterwards from agy 
thing in the creature. But yet wonderful to believe, . 
ing thus from the creature and its properties has been 
a de tion from ſomewhat conceived in the courſe 
the reaſoning before, and prior to Gop, (a priori) And athe; 
have held an eternal duration of the world, becauſe they can 
multiply in their rr ſucceſſion of moments: when 
their idea, after all, will be an idea of limitgrion or of 
what /imited, and when of courſe, the gxiftence of an &terne/ 
duration, of what men have plainly no conception of themſelves, 
is not knowable by us, nor can we predicate it of this or that, 
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it from above; do they not alſo beg this other 
queſtion, (and I deem it ſuch on their principles,) 
in order tu ſupport their ſuppoſed demonſtration, 
namely, that the world was made? For muſt 
we not call upon them to prove every ſtep of their 
deduction as they proceed? Then certainly they 
ſhould firft prove the affirmative, ** that the 
world was made: or elſe how does it follow, be- 
cauſe from our experience, we ſee things produced 
by ſuch and ſuch artificers, and fo immediately 
conclude things of the lite kind had an author, 
that therefore the twor/d had a maker.—In. this 
argument, they take it for granted, that they 
may reaſon from the world as an ect; but 
chriſtians and men of ſenſe muſt not yield them 
this. For does not: the experience. they argue 
from in one caſe fail them in this other? Saw 
they this or any other world made? No, then 
they cannot know of themſelves that it is an ef- 
te, and have no more premiſes to infer from, 

[5 1 Ddd that 
without outward information concerping the matter of fac. 
Wherefore it is evident, that derifs ſet out with à principle 
they cannot prove, but from that revelation of it which they 
deny, and which gives us a moſt natural deſcription of it ? For 
it repreſents it as an Ov rem Hp, Cc. as a duration, Dun 
Rill generated and aſcending, like the /ight (to whoſe aſcent 
on the earth the word vy Or. is applied) in one wnremitted 
flux, and diſplay of its confituent parts: till riſing, like the 
innumerable ſolar-ruys, for the uſe of man, and appearing, 
| like the ſplendor of the day, but to riſe again upon him in one 
endleſs revolution, An idea of eternity not leſs tremendous 
than natural, as may eaſily be conceived, if my reader will re- 
collect that the SS make this circular ſyſtem bounded and 
ſpeak of the /ighr, as diſperſed, but to return in the condition 


of air to the central fre, that cannot ſubſiſt without the flux 


of air, toriſe again and be remitted to ſupport the duration of 
the ſecond day, 
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that the world had an effic:ent cauſe, than the an · 
experienced ſtranger has to conclude from about 
what ſhall ſoon exiſt to the ſight in theſe altered 
heavens, So that every rejecter of *informa- 
tion from above, of every external manifeſtation 
of theſe things to his ear, however he talks at 
large of demonſtrating the being of a Gon, 
has no more reaſon, on his own principles, to 
ſuſpect the exiſtence of the. znvi/ible, than a 
man, now dropped into this earth and anac- 
quainted with the other ſcenes of nature, would 
have to ſuſpect the exiſtence of the unſeen ſun, 
For aught he could know, there might be 26 being 
but the world he ſees, as for aught this amin - 
formed man could know, there might not be a 
ſin in nature. Not that his natural inability to 
prove the being of a GoD is any more an argu- 
ment that there is zone, than this man's incapa- 
city of diſcovering the ſun-· riſing would be an ar- 
gument againſt the ex;/ence of it, or that it is 
not agreeable to the natural courſe of things to 
believe the ſcriptural report that the world, like 
them, had its efficient cauſe. But thus much 1 
ſee it certainly proves, that deiſm, refuſing the 
report of revelation, will lead men into down- 
right atheiſm, and involve them as inevitably 
in as much ignorance concerning Gop and 
his works in the /piritual world, and the path: 
of duty they ſhould tread in to heaven; as the 
unexperienced and . perſon would na- 


turally 


Lars - 

turally be in about the ſun's exiftence, or about 
his way to the next town, Foris there any viſt- 
on without light in our ſpeculations, whether 
natural or ſpiritual? No. The eye of the un- 
derſtanding, like that of the body, is only reci- 
pient of the light—it is not itſelf /ight, as dit. 
fanatically contend, any more than the light 
the bodily eye ſces by is any part of the eye. 

It is indeed the general way of our genius's 
to infer what man can do by nature, or of him- 
ſelf, from what he can do in his preſent circum- 
ſtances, And they think if they reje the di- 
vine tevelation, and then purſue their enquiries 
after GoD, that they may fairly impute the re- 
ſult of their enquiries to their own natural pene- 
tration; But is there no fraud, my ſoul, in 
this method of arguing? There is reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect it; becauſe we have juſt now ſeen in general 
that it is as cantrary te the courſe of nature to 
ſuppoſe a man could diſcover aught of external 
ſpiritual things, without an external, ſpiritual 
and heavenly /;ght, as it would be to aſſert a man 
formed in the dark with the campleteſt ſet of viſual 
organs could diſcover the ſun's exiſtence without 
the /ight of heaven, And what we have reaſon 1 

to ſuſpett, is upon enquiry true. For image [| 
we to ourſelves a thouſand fires orcandles ligh- 1 
ted up in this natural ſyſtem of ours from one 
parent elementary light or fire. And we know 
the light of the ſun may be tranſmitted to the 
bedily eyes by various mediums, by moon or flars, 
Ddd 2 or 
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or earthy recipients, as well as immediately from 
the ſun, In the next place, ſuppoſe our new- 
formed ſtranger, ſeated amidſi the light of the 
moon, or the light of a fire or candle, whoſe de- 
rivation from another parent light he was un- 
acquainted with; and ſuppoſe him boaſting what 
he could do without the ſun's light, and how 
well he was endowed by nature. Is his fight by 
the tranſmitted light, however dim, to be ad- 
mitted as a proof of what he can do of him- 
ſelf, witbout the exiſtence of the parent fire 
or light : or is it to be allowed to paſs 
for an argument againſt its exi/tence or utility; 
when in fact he had never had this ſcanty viſion 
but by a light derived from it? No, a man of 
ſenſe muſt ſee into the fallacy of ſuch reaſoning 
and ſmile at the cheat: becauſe you need only 
take away his lights, and then convince him 
they owed their ſplendor to a parent ſire, inor- 
der to ſhew him, that what he imagined to be 
natural endowments are external helps, and 
that even their exiſtence is ſo far from proving 
aught again/?, that it is a natural evidence for 
the neceſſity of there being ſome fountain light. 
Vet is not this a juſt repreſentation of that 
fine chain of ſentiment which mankind are 
now ſo generally betrayed into. For true it 
certainly is, not only of the Jig ht of this world, 
but of the ſacred light of revelation, that its glo+ 
rious contents may be and are propagated to man 


by the ſeveral * of tradition or education, 
ec b as 
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as well as immediately from the revelation it- 


ſelf. As a proof of it, may I not appeal to the 


ſeveral inſtructions every man has bad about 
language or ſenſe, from his predeceſſors and teach- 
ers, whether by hearing or- reading, however 
imperfeftly ſome minds have conveyed them? 
And is not this an inſuperable objection a- 
gainſt any man's being in the natural ſtate our 
new religioniſis ſpeak of, that was born in ſocie- 
ty? Becauſe every man in ſociety is converſant 
in the midſt of thoſe enlightening notices, better 
known perhaps to ſome by the name of pre- 
judices of education.” Amongſt the reſt, deifts 
have been ſo circumſtanced: for have they not 
been born in ſociety, have they not reaped the ad- 
vantages of inſtruction with reſpeR to language 
and ſcience, and the ſentiments of thoſe men 
who have been enriched by a converſation, with 
chriſtian precepts ? But in this ſituation, like 
the man boaſting an innate power of viſion. be- 
cauſe of his ſight by the help of a derived 


light, they think the /anguage which they rea- 


ſon by, their ſenſe of Gon, eternity, their 
knowledge or conſcience or conſciouſneſs of 
good or evil, and their apprehenſion of futurity 
are ſo many things e//ential to their nature, 
They take not into their conſideration the ſe- 
veral notices which they have received from 
education or tradition, in order to form this 
ſenſe: neither do they once enquire whether or 
not 


N 
. 
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: 
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not ſuch traditions, however corrupted in their 
paſſage, could have been tranſmitted to them, 
unleſs they had ariſen from the very reve 


lation they reject. In ſhort, I find they place 
all to the account of their own abilities: and 
vaunting themſelves in what they thus know, 
as the ſole effect of natural genius, they turn 
themſelves with all the virulence of oppoſition 
againſt the heavenly revealing light, deny its ex- 
pediency, and try, not to reaſon, but to laugh it 
dut of exiſfence. But methinks, a man's diſcern- 
ment of things from ſome traditional notices con- 
cerning them, is not to be admitted as a proof 
of what he can know of himſelf, without them: 
much leſsisit to be allowed for an argument againſt 
the »/zfulneſs and being of the heavenly reveal- 
ing light which they originally flowed from, For, 
granting that this or that particular would fill 
be known in the world, were there at preſent 
no revelation immediately from Gop (thoꝰ man 
has confeſſedly had a revelation of ſuch particu- 
lars made to him by his fellow-creatures) yet 
they are far from being regular conſequence, 
however frequently they are drawn from theſe 
premiſes, that therefore ſuch particulars did not 
originally riſe from and are not a proof of a 4 
vine revelation: or that on this account divine 
revelation is uſeleſs. For have we not perceived 
the lights, our ſuppoſed ſtranger ſees by, are 


derived from a parent light, though he is igno- 
rant 
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rant of it? And labour not theſe genius's under 


a fallacy equal to that of our ſtranger, who boaſts 
that he does by himſelf what he evidently does by 
derived external means? Let us deal with them 
as we ſhould do with our deceived ſtranger for 
their conviction. Let us take away the derived 
lights, and gather what a figure the natural man 
makes when conſidered in the abſtract. We 
muſt then, Iperceive, in the firſt place, diveſt him 
of all thoſe principles of art or ſcience that have 
been tranſmitted to him from others, or what he 


has come to the knowledge of by the help of a- 


ny ſuch received axioms or principles (1), For 
are not theſe attained? or was any man born a 
mathematicianor philoſopher P—Secondly, All the 
light be has received by his intercourſe with the 
republic of letters muſt be ſhut out in the preſent 
caſe: becauſe the uſe of latters and his ability to 
read them muſt be taken from him, as being 
plainly external acquiſitions. Then in the third 
place, we muſt conceive him to be without lan- 
guage : (m) for who will deny this to be an at- 

| tainment 


(1) Tf this needs any thing more to be ſaid in its conſirma- 
tion, I defire my reader to conſider it is an allowed thing, that 
F principles of a ſcience muſt be planted in the mind before 
it can bring forth any fruit. And it there can be no reaſoning 
without certain firft principles to go upon, then it very argy- 
mentatively follows, that :beſe firſt principles were not the 
diſcovery of reaſon ; and of courſe, it is but juſt in ſtating of 
man as he is in bimſelf, that he be conſidered without them. 


(m) IT am aware of the objection that will be made to this 


notion, which ſtrikes at the very roor of infidelity, having 
occafionally met with it, ſince I made the aſſertion, 2 
| * 
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| tainment under outward inſtruction, that will take 
| the pains to recollect with what difficulty infunt. 
are taught to imitate our articulate ſounds? And 
if a man, by himſelf, is not maſter of language, 
| how clearly does it follow, that he cannot be 
* ö | . A 4 able 


fence of the preſent bi/bop of London's ſentiments on prophecy 
againſt 4 e, Fr! 210 be apprehended I know, that 
man, by his rational endowments, if caſt. alone into the 
earth, would have invented ſome kind of language, and would 
have been able to have arranged diſtin articulate ſounds, 
and To have combined them into word: with their ſeveral ne- 
ceſſary deflectiont, as nouns and verbs in certain numbers 8. 
perſons, and to have applied theſe words to things, But tho 
I deny not that man might have uttered ſ by nature, 
and had there been many of them, might have had certain 
voices, and hive known theſe from the cries of beaſts, ſo as 
to be able to call to and diftinguifs one another at a diſta 
or to expreſs a want of nature; and though I urge not the d/ 
ſenfion, there would have been amongſt men concerning 
ſounds that ſhould have been preferred—yet it is plain, the marn 
thing which alone can ſupport the has pros is begged in it : 
namely, that man would have the. exerciſe of bis rea» 
ſen, in order to this diſcovery, previouſly to his having a lan- 
guage, and the uſe of diſtin articulate ſounds, And this 
cannot be yielded: we have /iving proofs to the con in 
children ; and the men whom we are to conceive wit 
language, upon the footing the objection ſtands, are to be 
looked upon as children, cildren having their external ſenſ 
as well as they could have them. For as children do not natu- 
rally articulate ſounds, ſo they have not the uſe of reaſon during 
their want of them, they will run their fingers into a fre, &c, 
which no reaſonable creature would do, and in proportion 
only as they come to the knowledge of articulate ſounds by imi- 
tation, &c, and of things by them, the operations of their 
mind and their memory and judgment and conclufions about 
things diſcover themſelves in their ſeveral little ſchemes and 
devices. Therefore we may conclude that without having 
inſtruction and examples, men would not have been able to 
have exerciſed their mental faculties ; nor to have performed 
any rational operations over and above the workings of na- 
tural inſtincts. I may add as a further ſupport of this argu- 
ment, that the true ground of the notorious difference yoy 
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able of himſelf to reaſon or to carry on any ſpe- 

culative enquiries. For I find by my wn ex- 

perience, which I may take the liberty to make 

my ſtandard to judge of others by, till I ſhall be 

convinced it is an error, that I cannot reaſon 
Eee nor 


is between many a poor laborious huſbandman, who knows 
little elſe but his fe/ds: and fPocks, and ſome of our able rea- 
ſoners, is not owing to any diſparity of natural capacities; for 
ſurely many of theſe have equal, if not, ſuperior rts ; but to 


the one wanting that improvement and culture which the others 


have received by being converſant with 5ooks and learned men: 
who, being learned vr well taught themſelves, are enabled to 
light to others in their turn. And one thing is obſervable, 
which is deciſive on this occaſion, that men who are born deaf, 
and ſo are dumb,' i. e. ſtrangers to language, tho' they have 
the organs of ſpeech in perfection, are generally, after all the 
xamples you offer them for their imitation to form their beha- 
viour by, almoſt idiots, and would be entirely ſo, were it not 
for inſtruction, examples, ſigns, &c. afforded them by thoſe 
who have language and can reaſon, I ay, generally, becauſe 
I am told, ſome one or tc by great efforts and pains on the 
part of the maſter have been taught to know ig as familiarly 
— ; even to return an anſwer in the light by iar fig- 
nificative motions of their lips, which were not ſounds to 
them, becauſe they could not hear them. But though this 
proves the wonderful effect of inffruf:on, yet take away this 
inſtruction, and ſuppoſe ſuch perſons. far from every op- 
portunity of being informed by imitation and example by out - 
ward precepts, and all that are deaf would be dumb alſo, and en- 
tirely deſtitute of the rational tions of the mind. Grant 
then only, what no man of ſenſe, Ithink, can refuſe to allow, 
that the diſcovery and formation of language, with its ſeveral 
ingredienti, muſt be the reſult of a more than ordinary ſhare of 
reaſon ; and it follows, that man never diſcovered language. 
For if man cannot reaſon without language, and yet without 
reaſon could not diſcover nor form a /anguage: it is regularly 
to be concluded the untavght man d never form a lan- 


Cuage. Indeed I might putithe proof of the aſſertion, ** that 


man formed language upon the objeFors. For it lays upon 
them, not to 4 without — before us the evidence of 
the affirmative. But though they have no men to produce 
who did form a language, ſo however ſanguine they are in 
their affertions, we have abundant proofs of the ppg 
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nor perform one operation in my mind without 
words and particles, which are the vehicles of 
its ideas, After frequent trials I perceive the 
images of outward objects go no further than 
the ſenſory; and that when they come in- 
to my mind, it is by their appellative names 

| | or 


has thought proper to give men language by.-Allmen of all 
nations are our witneffes, that they did not ſorm their ſeveral 
languages themſelves. In this iſland we ſee and know it is by 
inſtruction from others that we had it, and that the very reaſon 
why all of us, even _ themſelves, talk not the Chineſe lan- 
guage rather than the Eng/iÞÞ, is becauſe we have been taught 
the ene by our parents or maſters revealing it and not the other. 
It is to this revelation of it from men, that we all owe our abi- 
4 of ſpeech, as the firſt muſt havehadit by a reveali 
light from Oo p; though it was ſubje@ to the corruption: 
changes it has had, as the pure water will undergo changes 
of colour in the channels it paſſes through. See pag. (397) 
Whence all words that fignify the means of in ing or 
conveying knowledge will be found to be derived from ſome 
offices, that the /ighr performs” to give the — | 
eſpecially in the Hebrew, where the words for advertiſing 

another of any thing, 51 Ger. Ruth iv. 2 declaring 717 
Ec z—or revealing M Denen — or teaching or pointing out 
nY Ipz — actions and offices of the light, And ii 
the language by which We thin and reaſen is owing to divine 
revealing inſtructions, then it is plain men are indebted to 
them for that now ido/ized reaſon, which is ſo frequently ſet 
up in oppoſition to revelation: it being, I had almoſt ſaid beyond 
diſpute, that there is no reafoning about any ſcience without 
ſome outward revelation or infirufions about it. So that, may 
the deifts hear it and'tremble, men's preſent reaſon and ſpeech, 
however in ruins now, are all proofs of the exiſtence of a reve- 
lation that compoſed them in their original perfect tate, as much 
as the ruinzof a Palmyra, prove that there were originally there 
the ſtately buildings of fome great deſigner, Nor is it leſs e- 
vident, if divine revelation at firſt conſtructed and formed the 
mind to ſpeak and reaſon aright, that it can only be reformed 
under the revelation provided for its recovery from the ruinou? 
Nate of thought it has fallen into. Go mercifully incline all 
men to exchange the corrupted waters of ſcience they have 
got by tradition in their veſſels of earth for the pure contents 
of the fountain revelation : in ſhort, to waſh and be clean. 2 


Kings v. 10. 
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or wordt. So that to take away a man's lan- 


guage is to put a ſtop to the various operations 
of the underſtanding. And when a man's rati- 
onal operations and repreſenting language, when 
that ever deſireable communication, his inter- 
courſe with the republic of letters and all out- 
ward education to form and enlighten his mind 
are taken from him, and when the man is in this 
truly natural ſtate, as he is in himſelf, what a figure 
can a man think to make in any ſcience, eſpe- 
cially in divinity ? Does not convict ion croud upon 
us from this ſtate of things, that it is as unfair for 

a man to judge what he is ly nature or without 
revelation from what he knows of its contents de- 
rived to him by the help of education, as it would 
be for our ſtranger to infer what he could do of 
himſelf, or without the ſun's light, from what he 
could do by the help of tranſmiſſions of it at ſacand- 
hand to his ſenſes?” Becauſe we hend it to be but 
.a naturally- repreſented. traith. that. without; re- 
vealing PS ſome how or other tranſmitted (u 
to him, he would be as much in the dark about 
ſpiritual things as our ſtranger would be in about 
earthy things without his candles. And ſo of 
cnn] i] is a0 þe Acne. that a e. 
Eee 2 eld is 


(n) The ee an ai cara x the great expe- 1 
= of parents and nurſes being cautious about the fir f — \ 
ey tranſmit to infents ; and of having our c — 1 
ced — {toys nee: eptors of the ighef or education, and | 
amidſt examples of chriſtian ſearning and piety, is ſo 9 
regular drawn fi principles we have here = | "1 
2 ts courſe of nature, bat i be JoR 
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is a ſtate of-darineſs: one entire deprivation;of 
every thing that can put a luſtre upon it and 
make it glorious. But may the divine light riſe on 
my ſoul as once it roſe on the formleſs earth, 
or as now it is about to bleſs the fields to make 
it ſine in heavenly ſcience. 

Perhaps it may be ſaid, that it is indeed * 
the lights the bodily eye muſt, ſee by are derived 
from the parent light; but that it is not ſo evi- 
dent all the notions the mind has received flowed in 
like manner from a parent revealing light. But 
may I not reply that, it is entirely agreeable to the 
natural courſe of. things io lay they, de? For it is 
| grauted the bodily lights, do. e Nor is it Jeſs, a 

ma ann of fact than t ls oe nature For 
5 Titus ns if 
intimated to anbreguivs reader to * its due weight, And 
tlie figure youths would make under ſuch a gracious, miniſtra- 


tion of the truth is ab eaſily to be collected from the progreſs they 
generally make in Ihe leſs; important matters that are taught 
them with .ordinar aips. It iq certain we ſhould find them 
undds theſe eld Beditis a raycd In fes vatly fipdrier 
ſor beauty to le fairet-flowered ſilies appear with in 


the ſummei s Cant. ii, 2. where the e uſed church 
is moſt happ 17 — — amidſt the 4 world, as 
«« the lily am ugh . with this ; difference, 


that its — 2 "ov not, But to return, the ſame _ 

. quences follow 8 moruliſt' s aſſerting his r 
_ mind to be the jeandle_ of the 5. For this is repre — 
it to de fo t that fghrs not Iteif, is entifely dark 
till it is lighted by the tranſmiſſion of an external light from 
God to it, as a candle is lighted in nature. And of courſe it 

| behoveth me to take care that the candles of their minds are 

"illuminate 22 of the external revealing light of of * 

— them from other burning by, th ond Mat. v. 14. 

; For is it natyral to the candle of mind ls = 
"a 97 and is net ifidevted Yo the e reveal ing light "Gon | in the 
ek ys ? Prafieaty Dt of A e what Ul pan un 
men do of the candle of their mi an 
ſee the prepafterdus abrurdity of their Nt e their 22 


— 
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if an individual is thus incapable of language, &e, 
without inſtruction ; then it is certain every in- 
dividual owed his ability to in/{ru or reveal 
things to his children or pupils to a like inſtrue- 
tion or revelation from another perſon. And this 
will carry us back of courſe to one original in- 
ſtructing revelation made from the divinity to 
his creature, bowever, like /ight in its ſeveral 
ſtages, its luſtre and purity has been impaired ; 
and whatever be the iransſormations it has un- 
dergone in the mental mediums it has paſſed 
through. And if this is ſo, : what ſhall we ſay 
of thoſe that, inſtead of letting this conſideration 
lead them to correct their traditional notices by 
the pure revealing /ight, largely inſiſt, both in 
public and private, on their natural ſenſe. of 
things, on their natural reaſon and conſcience, 
either againſt or in conjunction with revelation ; 
as if it was not the fountain of all ſpiritual light, 
but a mere auxiliary to their own natural acute» 
neſs? Muſt we not look upon them as we would 
upon the vaunting ranger, who ſhould as pe- 
remptorily aſſert his own imaginary natural ſenſe 
of things, either againſt or at beſt jointly with 
the ſun's light: as if this was not the ſource of all 
worldly light, but a mere auxiliary to ſome innate 
light in bis body? Are ſuch men pagans or deiſti 
that boaſt to follow nature's pureſt dictates? O for 
an archangel to ſound the report to their ears that 
a conceit of a light within them, in oppoſition to 
the alone external and revealing heavenly light 
is 


—ͤ— — 
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is contrary to nature's expreſs demonſtration in 
all her works! For what does in/iruf#qve na · 


ture repreſent, as in the other ſcenes we have gone 


through, ſo in the dusfy dawn before me? 
Why do the fir glimmerings of the morning 
break through the returning clouds to give me 
u If not to impreſs on my ſenſe this ſo- 


lemn truth that it is to a fmzlar ſpiritual light l 


am and muſt be indebted for the knowledge of 
God, and the paths of duty I muſt wall in: 
to a light like zheſe dawnings of the morn, gra» 
dually riſing from w:thout to enlighten the bo- 
dy. Nature then, the dess maſter, is clearly 
againſt his grand hypotbeſis of .a light in man, 
that is not traduced from the outward revealing 
liebt of God. But if the de;ft errs in the face 
of rebuking nature; more complex is hig guilt 
that under the abuſed name of a chriftian pro- 

concedes to the enemy the exiſtence of 


ſuch a ſuppoſed natural ability in man to fee uri 
tual things by: and, boaſts it in himſelß in direct 


oppoſition to what he acknowledges the bleſſed 


Gop of heaven has proclaimed to all the world. 
For hear I not {till the adorable Jes us, truth, 
pureſt truth, declare to cities like Chorgzin, 


| Bethſaida and Capernaum, forgetful of his migh- 


ty works, no man knoweth the Sox (but the 


Far RRR, neither (any more than he'knoweth 


this) knoweth any man the FaTHzx, but the 


Son, and he to mmm, 
Hint?” 
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Him?” And ſhall we not fay, this infallible de- 
termination of the CREATOR of man concern« 
ing the natural inability of his creature to dif- 
cover his exiſtence merits reſp& from his diſ- 
riples; more, abundantly more from his mini- 
filers? Should we not ſay, they are not his faith- 
ful miniſters, not his obedient diſciples, that in 
the face of this divine declaration will plead their 
having a natural knowledge of Gop, excluſive 
of revelation? And what Chr:/t affirms, has not 
our apoſtle as ſolemnly enforced to his charge, the 
gentile world ? Saying, © the natural man receiv- 
eth not (taketh not in) the things of GoD” (no not 
one : not only becauſe the ſpirit of this world 
prevalently ſtirreth him up to purſue worldly en- 
joyments, carnal pleaſures and preſent emolu- 
ments; and becauſe a natural birth (o) cannot put 
him in poſſeſſion of that divine ſpirit, from whofe 
quickning influence holy defires can only pro- 
ceed, but alſo on this other account, that) neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are (not objects of 
ſenſe, and ſo not diſcernible by the fleſhly ſenſet, 
but are) ſpiritually diſcerned ; even by the demon- 
ſtration of the ſpirit of the LoR D. And fays he 
not alſo, by faith we under tand the worlds wire 
made? Can gentile chriſtians then give credit to 
their great apo/tle, and at the ſame time pretend 

| to 


o) For are ſtrictl 6 opbical truths, —that no waters 
* n bates than — they flow from—and that 
the freams will be of the ſame quality with the ſpring : though 
in the face of both men affert that by nature they can riſe to 


Cop, and that ſpiritua ! knowledge can flow from the naruraf 
man, 


i. e. enemy, have done it (p). O adorable and eter- 
nal 
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toa natural power of demonſtrating and knowing 
God, who he is, and what his will is, and that the 
world was created, &c f Setting aſide, that on 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, our ſervice would be a ſervice 
of knowledge and not of faith, how obvious is it, 
that no pretenſions of this ſort can be formed in a 
man, without his refuſing to ſubmit to the awful 


decree of heaven's #ing, and to the declaration of 


his ambaſſador, whoſe commiſſion He ſo emi- 
nently ſet his divine hand to, But clear as this 
conſequence is upon due reflection, do not men, 
who profeſs their great aim to be peace with 
Gop, give entertainment to ſuch pretenſions ? 
men, under the name of chriſtians, and what is 
ſtill more matter of wonder, men, under thetitleof 
miniſters? For have not many, to the enervating 
of the evidence of revelation and in direct oppo- 
ſition to their God, allowed to the enemies of 
our faith, „that there is a natural ligbt in man 
capable of diſcovering to him the divinity and 


his will? Yes. How grieved am for their ſoul's 


fake to think it! we have people of Chemaſb, i. e. 


worſhippers of the light of nature amongſt us; 


there are men, who, like the idolatrous Moab, 


b See Numb. xxi. 29.— 1 Kings Xi, 7,—Fer, xIviii. 7, 
13. where we have an account of this idol, the Chemoſb or 
light of nature, and of his priefts and princes, that ** truſted 
in their works, and an empbatical deſcription of their melan- 
choly end, under the image of a ſtrong ſtaff broken... O 


that this tbeir deſtruction might deter others from being in the 


circumſtances that brought it upon them ! 


1 ol le hoe ion en one ho a be INE neo option, 
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nal Spix 1 r, lead them thro” thy grace to repen- 


tance: lead them to give up this imaginary light 
which under an unnatural notion of its being law, 
| lawgiver and judge, they are ſo fanatically de- 
luded with: incline them to break down this i- 
dol that has been, like Feroboam's calves, the 
ſtanding ſnare of the devil to catch ſouls with, 
ard is now ſo generally ſet up for men to bow 
down to; and conſtrain them freely to own 
that „ out of thy mouth cometh knowledge and 
underſtanding,” and of courſe, from the word 
of thy mouth (9). For if SS and nature thus con- 
currently report that man cannot of himſelf rea- 
ſon about, much leſs diſcover ſpiritual things, how 
fairly does it follow, that all the elaborate deduc- 
tions concerning the being of a God, and the 
creationof the world and our duty, and all the „rie- 
tures of religion which have been impoſed on 
the world, as the effects of natural genius and 
uninſormed reaſon, are not the reſult of any native 
penetration, but the conſequences of traditional 
notices; that, however obſcured at preſent, pour- 
ed originally from Gop's revealing /ight, and 
have more or leſ gone into all nations (r)? Cer- 
tain it is, that J find nations, now unbleſſed with 
the celeſtial light of SS, have ſome notices of di- 
vine things, ſome apprehenſions of religion, ſome 
facrifical rites, ſome notions of duty. But I have 
perceived nature in the dusky-mantled dawn de- 

2 mon- 

(p) Prov. ii. 6. (g) Pſal. xix. 
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monſtrates, that man by nature could never have 


had any ſuſpicion of the exiſtence of what he did 
not ſee, without its being reported to him. The 


prieficraft or fear the atheiſt aſſigns their riſe to 


would not avail him. Priefts and fearful perſons, 
being men, are concluded under the ſame inca- 
pacity of diſcovering ſpiritual things by any 
native powers of diſquiſition. So that a/l the 


._ / notices of divine things that ſubſiſt in the world 


and mens preſent ability to reaſon about them 
muſt have had their riſe from an outward re- 
vealing light, tranſmitted to them by education, 
oral tradition, or hieroglyphics or writing, &c. 
And what clouds of witneſſes are theſe againſt the 
deiſis? clouds denſer than thoſe of the morning, 
and crouding thicker upon the ſight to join their 
atteſtation to this truth, that there has been a 
revelation made to mankind, like the light, in- 
tended for all, however it has been ob/cured or 
impeded in its paſſage, Nor leſs powerfully do 
theſe preſent notices of ſpiritual things prove a- 
gainſt the atheifts the exiſtence of a ſuperior 
and divine being, whom this revelation, this ma- 
nifeſting light aroſe from, than the faint emi/- 
fions of the light prove the exiſtence of the 
brighter ſun from whence they flow. O that 
this argument drawn from purely repreſenting 
nature might be ſo accompanied with God's 
SPIRIT to the hearts of all the opponents of 


his revelation, that they might ſay with St, 
| P aul, 
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Paul, (s) “I know nothing of myſelf!” For was 
diſcipling nature attended to, we ſhould not hear 
men boaſtingly vaunt a derived (ſenſe and con- 
ſciouſneſs of things in oppoſition to the divine 
fountain revelation : any more than I ſhould 
preſume to affirm my eye ſees this or that in the 
things of this ſyſtem, contrary to what the out- 
ward light will ſhew me of them. But with an 
humility more proportionate to their wants they 
would ſeek and receive the commandment which 
is light, as the bodily eye does this pleaſingly vi- 
ſiting radiance of the ſun to ſhew it things as 
they really exiſt in it, And in this caſe, how 
juſtly might their endeavours after religious know- 
ledge be called ſearches or enquiries. With this 
light they would come upon the purſued truth 
like this morning upon the earth; like theſe in- 
flefted rays bent to expoſe its delightful ſcenery to 
the view: and the object under this light would 
be more and more illuſtrated. But what name 
are the attempts of a man entitled to, who /eets 
the things of Go p cenfeſſedly beyond the reach of 
his informing ſenſes, without ſome outward light 
to enable him to make the diſcovery? Is his me- 
thod of inveſtigating things a natural one? No. 
If nature is to be our guide, he is acting as unna- 
tural and ſenſeleſs a part as the man who chuſes 
to go in ſearch of gold, in the dark ; becauſe he is 
too proud to take the external light of this hea- 
Fff2 yen 


(s) 1 Cor, iv. 4. 
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ven along with him, or to be obliged to the ra- 
diance of the morn, So that if unbelievers will 
not be fanatics and enthuſiaſis, if they will not 
unnaturally pretend to an inborn light, or to an 
immediate revelation. made to every man, and a 
different one of courſe to each, in order to form the 
different ſentiments in each, they muſt own their 
favorite, becauſe fundamental tenet, namely, 
& that they have a knowledge and ſenſe of the 
divinity, and of the paths of their duty without 
the revealing, tho' variouſly tranſmitted light of 
Gop”', is wholly indefenſible : not only if we abide 
by SS, but alſo upon their own allowed and boaſt- 
ed principle, that nothing ſhould be received by 
the aſſenting mind which is not agreeable to 
our natural notions of things. For whether it is 
ſo or not to affirm any ſuch perception or ſenſe 
without a revealing light and ſpirit, I leave to the 
deciſion of our naturaliſts. It is a plain caſe ; and 
they may eaſily determine it, by telling us what 
ſenſe and perception of things the outward man, 
would have in this natural ſyſtem, if the /un was 
not to riſe upon him and the ſpirit of this world 
not to breath into him again. But till they ſhall 
oblige us with an account of this, and ſo long as 
nature thus remon/trates the neceſſity for the re- 
vealinglight of GoD, in order tothe mind's having 
fight, with what fer vency, O that it were equal to 
the propriety of it! ſhall I not pour forth David's 
prayer, and ſay, « ſendout thy light and truth.” 


O 
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O wiſdom-giving and heart-preparing Lox, 
ſhew me thy paths and eftabliſh me in a due ob- 
ſervance of thy mercy and my duty with thy free 
ſpirit : that whilſt others, under an unnatural pre- 
tence of having this ſenſe without thy holy means, 
fall of courſe into ſpiritual darhneſs and hard- 
neſs of heart, my longing /ou! may be lifted up 
in every deſire for the full fruition of thy re- 
vealed grace and image in me. But may it not 
be ſaid, that I have urged nature's demonſtration 
of truths of the highe/t importance, and ſuch as 
were little expected to be pointed out by the pro- 
phetic creature, and that I have therefore grant- 
ed the very thing contended againſt, namely, 
« a natural knowledge of ſpiritual things?” If it 
ſhould, it might be remembered, that tho' I have 
been forced to uſe the word nature both for the 
e things of the creation,” which are the objects 
of our ſenſes, and alſo for man,“ that part of 
the creation that ſees them, and tho” I have inſiſt- 
ed too, that the one nature, namely, ** the mate- 
rial world, in its preſent viſible courſe and order,” 
repreſents the chriſtian cxconomy to the ſenſe 
of this other nature, . man; affording man the 
ſame ideas of thoſe ſimilar diſpenſations in God's 
ſpiritual ſyſtem which the S8 give us, yet hath it 
not been any where imagined by me, that the 
natural man, or man as he is by nature” 
without the advantages received by the tranſ- 
mitted light of the revelation, can by any pow- 
ers 
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ers he is maſter of thus aſcend to Gos and riſe 


to heaven. Has it not appeared that ſuch a proud 


propoſition is as contrary to nature as it is to $$? 
Neither does it at all follow, becauſe I have in 
the courſe of thoſe thoughts aſſumed nature for 
a picture of the ſpiritual world, that therefore 
man of himſelf could have known it to be ſuch, 
For may I not urge men's preſent ignorance of 
theſe things as a very powerful argument againſt 
this ſuppoſition ? Becauſe if it is natural for men 
to have theſe ideas nature gives, why have not 


they, who under the name of deiſis boaſt them- 


ſelves nature's diſciples, long ſince deduced them? 
long ſince received the pro/elyting impreſſions 
and turned chriſtians, For nature's doctrines 
and Chri/?'s repreſentations are one: the creature 
ſtill echoes throughout her ſcenes her great cre- 
ator's word. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” (f) Beſides, in the ſecond place, we have 


ſeen that man, confined within the limits of ſenſe, 
could not ſuſpect the exiſtence of ayght beyond 


what he ſhould /ee, any more than a new- 
Aropt viſitor could ſuſpe& the exiſtence of the 
fun which he had never ſeen or heard of. So that 
he is much leſs able to ſay what is an apt re- 
preſentation of theſe unſeen ſpiritual things, and 


from ſuch viſible repreſentation to frame in him- 


ſelf or communicate to others any ideas or lile- 


neſſes of them. Nature then! perceive, not with 
ſtanding 


(t) Matt, xi. 15. 
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ſanding pompous pretences to the contrary, is 
palpable darkneſs to the uninformed mind, And 
tho* we ſhould allow man language and the ex- 
erciſe of reaſon without revelation, yet it is evi- 
dent he could no more infer the exiſtence of ſpi- 
rituals or be certain that ſuch and ſuch things 
were proper repreſentations of them, than I 
could with any reaſon infer from ſeeing a piece 
of painting that there was ſomewhat exiſting 
which it was an apt copy of, unleſs I were 
told ſo; or than I could conclude, becauſe 
I] can enlarge my idea of St. Paul's church 
ten thouſand times, that therefore there actually 
is a building ten thouſand times as large. Our 
enquiry then ſhould be for what is neceſſary 
to give us ideas of the inviſible things of Gop, 
. and of our ſpiritual relations and of our dufy un- 
der thoſe relations we ſhall be found to ſtand in. 
And whoſe ſenſe of the thing ſhall we take? Na- 
ture's account of it is the ſtandard the dei mea- 
ſures truth by : and Jet us put the matter upon 
this iſſue. Now I find that not only an outward 
light is neceſſary, but ſuch a light as the ſcattered 
ſhine of the morn is, which gives my ſenſe impreſ- 
ſions or images of things, by the mediation of 
which I may ſee the altered ſcenes around me, 
the variouſly-ſtreaked i, the budding bu/hes, 
and the feathered choriſters hopping from ſpray 
to ſpray under the reviving light. For the things 
themſelves exiſt not in my eye, only their types 

or 
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or iniages, Therefore, however fond enemies to 
myſtery decry the uſe of types or figures for the 
_ conveyance of knowledge to man, it is true to 
a demonftration which every man's experience 
affords him, that types or impreſſions of things 
tranſmitted by an outward light are the only me- 
dium eftabliſhed in the courſe of Go p's provi- 
| dence, in the natural world, in order to out 
having a viſion or perception of the various ob- 
jects around us, So powerfully does nature mi- 
litate againſt the a/fra@ genius's, who under a 
pretence of coming at knowledge by a more brief 
method would ſet aſide the uſe of figures or re- 
preſentations or types. Becauſe with the day ſpring 
ſhe would inſcribe this truth in the ſurrounding 
heaven, that as a knowledge of unſeen things 
depends on our retaining in our memory the i- 
deas or types of them, ſo ſhould theſe pes ot 
impreſſions tranſmitted to my ſenſe by the out · 
ward light be eraſed, the ſenſory would be a 
complete vacuum, with reſpect to ſcience, howe- 
ver it ſhould remain capable of receiving it. For 
if it is agreed I ſhall take my idea of the divine 
means, by which my mind ſhall have diſcernment 
of ſpiritual things, from the appointed means of 
bodily viſion in nature's ſyſtem, then I am to 
conceive of them as /imilar to theſe ; and conſe- 
quently as a divine medium, that, like the re- 
vealing light of this world, applies and conveys 
the Tn of the ſpiritual objects to my 
mind, 
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mind, hy ſome inſtituted types or prints or en- 
ſamples of them, Have I made this concluſion 
fairly from our ſettled principle, that our no- 
tions of ſpiritual things muſt be agreeable to our 
notions of natural ones? If I have not, how 
ſhould I rejoice to have my error refified. But 
as I ſee not but that I have adhered ſtrictly to 
nature's repreſentation of the matter, ſo it is 
with more than ordinary delight that I find 
evangelizing nature declare with the apoſtle of 
the gentiles, great is the myſtery of godli- 
neſs (u): we ſee as ina glaſs;” (x) by figures and 
types of things: with ſingular ſatisfaction, that 
I find her demonſtrate to the ſenſe of the un- 
believer, that it is at preſent impoſſible from the 
nature of things, that any, even the cleareſt- 
ſighted genius ſhould have a knowledge of ſpiritual 
things, without Gop's revelation of them by 
natural and viſible repreſentations, types, &c. 
applied to this purpoſe; as much as it is ſo, that I 
ſhould have any notion of the ſcenes around me 
without this outward light. Revelation then be- 
ing thus neceſſary to form a religious knowledge, 
take, my ſoul, take an eternal farewel of thoſe 
ſupplanters of chriſtianity, of natural light and 
natural religion, falſly ſo called. For can any light 
be a natural one thatgivesnot, likethe ſun's light, 
natural images, in order to our ſeeing the repre- 
ſented objects in the ſpiritual cxconomy of Gop ? 
Or can men's heap of ' conjefures about them 

Gegeg with- 


( 1 Tim, iii, 16, (x) 1 Cor. xiii. 12, 
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without ſuch a light be natural religion, any 
more than a man's wanton ſentiments about an 
unſeen and unrepreſented object be natural and 
rational. conceptions of it? Nature then, ex- 
cluding the pretenſions of deiſis, &c. has enfor- 
ced to me this great truth, that we muſt have 
an outward heavenly light to ſee ſpiritual things 
by : and it has alſo repreſented to me what kind 
of a light it muſt be, namely, ſuch a one as uſes 
viſible types or prints, or ſimilitudes of theſe 
things, in order to give us an idea of them, 
Should we not then warmly wiſh for this other 
light of Gop? The ſcenes, now about to be 
diſcloſed to my eye with all their beauty by the 
riling light of this world, muſt come far ſhort 
of thoſe immenſely ſuperior views in the ſpiri- 
tual (yſtem, that ſtand repreſented to us under 
God's revealing light. Infinitely more tranſ- 
porting muſt thoſe highly finiſhed proſpects of hi; 
grace and love be. And can there be a deſire in 
man not raiſed to enjoy viſions ſo much better 
calculated from their ſpirituality and immenſity 
to ſatisfy the moſt long ing eye? And if the 
defire is raiſed cannot it be gratified? Shall 
God's light in this world carry with it ſuch 
eminent characters of its exiſtence, as not to 
be denied @ being but by a blind man, and ſhall 
the more important /ight of Gop's revelation 
_ exiſt without its marks. of diſtindlian? No, 
hight is from the very nature of it ſoon diſtin- 


guiſh- 
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guiſhable from other things: and theſe g/immer- 
ings are not more diſcernable amidſt the clonds 
of this world, than Gop's revealing light is 
amidſt all other compoſitions. The certain 
characteriſtic of this world's light, namely, 
de that it gives us knowledge of things by the 
mediation of their images,” leads us to look 
for another revealing light that exiſts under a 
ſimilar character. For I find none but ſuch has 
a natural evidence of its being GoD's light, and, 
like this of nature, the work of his forming hand. 
And what but the BIB LE brightly ſhines in this 
divine character, eminently diſtinguiſhed by its 
being a revealer of the things of the other world 
by viſible types or repreſentations? On the firſt 
ſight of it, we perceive not more ſtrongly what 
little title other books heathen or modern have to 
be this /ight, to be this natural account of the 
divinity, than we do, that the word of Gop, 
be ſides other evidences, has all the analogy of 
nature to bear witneſs that it is, what it is with 
propriety called (y), the ſun or /ight of this world, 
that is, a manife/ter of Gop's works by types, 
Oc. to give man ideas or repreſentations of them. 
O that deponent nature, teſtifying with the P/al- 
miſt -e thy word is true from the beginning. ⁊), may 
meet with due credit in every trial of the authenti- 
city of the SS! Then patient, as the harrowed glebe 
receives the penetrating Seam, deep-darting into 
its boſom to quicken the /atent grain and for- 
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9 cxix, 105,-Prov, vi. 23. (=) exix. 160. 
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ward it to maturity for the reaper, will the ſoul 
imbibe the illaſtrations of the revealing light of 
God, more powerfully penetrating to the broken 
heart, to cheriſh the Hidden wiſdom, the infant 
faith, and perfect it in love for the divine reaper, 
at the great day of ingathering. And it is under 
the /ight of this revelation, applying nature's i- 
mages as illuſtrating repreſentatives of _ drvine 
things, that I have been able to look up through 
ſignificant nature to the ſimilar life-giving c- 
conomy of Gop in the ſpiritual world, For tho 
without this divine application of them for repre- 
ſentations, I had no more known that they were 
ſuch, than I ſhould have had any ideas of thoſe 
natural things around me without the revealing 
light, yet under the heavenly light, ſhewing me 
the appointed ſimiltudes of divine things (a) and 
nicely mixing “ the things that are made,” to 
ſhadow out to me the © inviſible things of Gop,” 
I may conſider nature as one animated or lively 
draught of them more highly finiſhed than a Ti- 
tian's—more admirably expreſſive than Raphaels 
cartoons: as being deſigned by the exquilitely 
working hand of JIESUs, nature's FORMER (6), 
to picture to us the more wonderous ceconomy of 
Gop towards the ſpirits of men : that in nature 
diſplayed we might have divinity delineated, It 
is in this view I hold the ſcenes of nature, as ap- 
plied by the revealing light of SS, to give, as all 
light does, ideas of tags to the humble ſenſes. 
And 


(a) Hoſea Xii, 10.— Rem. i, 20, (b) Hebei, 2, | 
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And how much is it to be wiſhed, that men of 
every denomination would employ a few hours 
in this pious rapturing contemplation of * the 
things that are made?” that they would with a 
SERIOUSNESS equal to the importance of them 
ſtudy theſe memoirs of heaven: that they would 
read this fair tranſcript of the divine diſpenſation 
to the inward man, this record of Go pꝰs ſpiritual 
government enrolled on the /croll of heaven (c), 
for the inſpection of all nations. Would they do 
this, ſoon, ſoon would they find the word and 
works of Gop, deliver the ſame intereſting tid- 
ings of grace to the attentive ear: ſoon would, 
they diſcover all nature convened by the com- 
mand of its great ſovereign in one univerſal coun- 
cil, and determining the creed for man, with a 
preciſion and accuracy, far, inexpreſſibly far ſu- 
perior to all the deciſions of fallible and not diſ- 
paſſionate men : and ſoon would they perceive 
what nature hath juſt now repreſented to me to 
be not a mere aſſertion, but a fundamental arti- 
cle in a natural ſyſtem of religion, namely, 
« that-a man who, would have a heavenly: form- 
. ed 


(c) To this the heavenly expanſe is compared in Iſa. xxxiv. 
4. where its deſtruction by fire is with an admirable expreſſive - 
neſs Jgnified to us by the ſhrivelling of a parchment- ſcroll, So 
fowerful is the operation of Go upon this ſtupendous ſy- 
ſttem; not only the mountains ſmoke if he touches them, but 

the whole drapery of the heavens ſbrivel up before him, Vet 

it is this we are called to partake of, not diſplayed for our de- 

ſtruction, as ſinners, but for our final ſalvation, And under ſuch 
an efficacy what heart can ſtand «nſubdued to GoD, what bigh 
tboug bt, what deep-rooted fin retain their place? A reflexion 
on it muſt afford us conſo/ation under the moſt difirefing cir- 
cumſtances—under the ftrongeft convictions of our corruption. 
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ed ſenſe of ſpiritual things, muſt receive the ye- 
vealing light of the SS, ſupplying us with types or 
images of them : juſt as the man, that ſhould be 
called into being amidſt the gloom of night, and 
is to know the revolution that is now about to 
take place in nature's ſcenes, though yet a ſecret, 
muſt be indebted for ſuch knowledge to the /ight 
of this heaven, ſhining upon him from without 
and impreſſing images of the things upon his 
eye. 
| "Nor will the expectant heart be held in long 
ſuſpenſe—this ſervant nature, in all her works 
aſſimilate to her ſupreme Lord Jenovan, is 
diſpoſed to ſatisfy our wiſhes of acquaintance 
with his wonders. Beautifully exemplifying the 
duty of the chriſtian preceptor, ſhe is (d) apt to 
teach, apt to impreſs her ſenſe of things on all 
who ſollicitouſly ſeek it. For behold our com- 
mon parent, the earth, that had lately tranſgreſ- 
ſed and fallen into the gloom, is now receiving 
a moſt agreeable change. The power of darkneſs 
has had, as once on Chri, ſo on the earth, its 
hour; but now the hour is come (e), that our 
common parent, as Chriſt was in a ſuperior 
manner, ſhould be glorified, The lunar Pu- 
dows, that I lately perceived growing fainter on 
the ſight, are now vaniſhed and done away. 
The herald far that waited to introduce the 
great event begins to loſe the ſparkling luſtre of 
its miniſtry, as if it had nearly finiſhed its office: 
ſo 
(d) 1 Tim, iii. 2. (e) Luke xxii. 53.—Joba xii, 23+ 
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ſo that we may ſoon ſay, ariſe, O highly-favour- 
ed mah, ariſe, —thy light is come, to ſhine on thy 
ways (f). The white-fireaked heavens are 
broken more and more before the face of the 
youthful morning. For in the eaftern sky, ſo 
lately black with clouds, the viſiting day pours 
its ſcattered beams, inflected, like the bending 
harns of the ox (g), once ſacrificed by heathens 

| to 


(f) 1faiab Ix. 1. | 
(g) Hence as the Hebrew calls the firſt in lat ion or bending of 
the ſolar rays or morning by the name D Mesnener, and 
beautifully deſcribes it under this word (compounded of my 
Snen to bend the body to the earth as in prayer, and Ny 
Hex „ the efflux or flowing out, of the ſolar ligbe or wrath”) 
in its ff appearance on the earth, when the rays of light are 
darkly beat or infleted to flow out to us, before we ſee the full- 
faced ſun: ſo it is obſervable, that it calls it alſo in this its 
by the name of the ox D Bequen, anevacuator of berm (from 
da to evacupte, and} Let, cornufrom M Oe a born) by this 
means ſupplying us with a very natural idea of the morning-fun 
as an evacuator or pourer forth of horned rays or beams, as the 
drinking glaſs we yet call a beater is of water: for the word Þ 
Quex, ſignifies alſo a beam, its original image being to contig- , 
nate or counite, as (NP Quenen) ice is conſolidated by the ( 
Ren) wind, And I might remark the propriety of theſe-two 
words being uſed, the former WWW for the mind's being bene 
on an enquiry after a thing—this latrer for mon's acting the part 
of the morning and ri/ing with it, But an attentive reader, and 
for ſuch I write, needs no proof of this. I ſball therefore at pro- 
ſent to „* I this —— — 
2 Bequen, to te morning evacuation of i or 
»2 rays of light and the ox, we — juſtly conclude, that the 
ex was formed with its infected born, to give us an image or 
idea of this philoſophical truth, namely, of the evacuation or 
x7 from the rays of the central fiery orb, as ſeverally is- 
ected and bent in their paſſage tous, I ſay ji: becauſe as 
the word in both its applications denates the image to. exiſt 
in both ſubjects, as much as the Engliſh word pouring, whether 
applied to t bis or that fluid, denotes the lite action 
upon beth; and as Gor gave not forms to things acridauraily 
but purpoſely, and ſaw the correſpondency there was between 


ay 
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to the fire. And its red refracted rays, mixing 
with the greyiſh firmament, ſpring with their 
bluſhing face upon the new- ſeen hills, the woody 
brow, and the incloſed ſides of yonder mountain. 
For the day- ſpring makes not its firſt appearance 
in all its array of glory. To viſittheearth, it muſt 
empty itſelf of this it muſt be defleched from. its 
original ſtate on its j advances. Doubtleſs the 

i - ſud- 


dny outward modes of being; ſo it is but making a fair inference 
to ſay, that on theſe accounts, the ox or bull was formed and 
called by the name of the ſolar ewvacuator of horned or inflect ed 
rays, with a defign to be an image, and by being an image or 
repreſentative, to give us an idea of it. If then we conſider 
that God repreſents himſelf by one of the tbree principal agents 
of this ſyſtem, by the conſuming fire, Deut. iv. 24. by the 
— evacuator of rays of light, and that Chrift repreſents 
himſelf by the light of rhe wor bn viii. 12. we may ga- 
ther from hence the propriety and import, 1. of the figurative 
claim in Exod. xxxiv. 19. every firfling of an evacuator of 
Borns is mine—to ſhew that Chrift, the ſon of the father under 
the character of a conſuming fire, is God's, 1 Cor. iii. 24.— 
2. of an ox—the offspring of a cow or evacuator of born being 
brought for each of the princes. Numb. vii. 4. —to denote the 
offering of Cbriſ, as the ſon of the father for them — 3, of 
an ox, bull or cow, or evacuator of borns doing no work 
on the ſabbath”* to figure that there ſhould be no action of the 
father in the character of a conſuming fire in the eternal t 
of Gop, but perfe& peace and good-wil/towards man. Deut, 
v. 14.—4. And of man's not plowing with an ox and an aſs 
IG ſhew, Gov beunremittedly praiſed for it, that 

was not to have his burden-bearing nature connected with 
the evacuated wrath of Gop, Deut. ii. 10,—For ** doth Gop 
take care for, oxen ?** x Cor, ix, 9. This alſo evinces the fit- 
_ neſsof ſacrificing the offipring of the ox under the ſhadowing. 
law, to denote the ſacrifice of Cbriſ, the ſon of him that is fi- 
gured under the character of a conſaming fire, Exod, xx. 24.— 
xxix. 11,2 Sam. vi. 13.—XXIiv. 22.—1 Kings viii. $,—and 
63. and accounts, for the ſlaying of oxen being joined with joy 
and gladneſs : in Tſaiab xxii, 13.—tbeſe being to reſult from 
the taerifice of what exen or heifers (as the "2 Pen fruit or off- 
ſpring of oxen or cow: or evacuators of rays) prefigured, gy 


— 
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ſudden blaze of the fullneſs of its brightneſs, flood- 
ing upon man, would have been incongruous with 


his preſent condition. How much more ſo would 
H h h the 


ly, of the Chrift of Go p. Hence in Deut. xxxiii. 17. it is 
FA with alluſion to this, “his Gon v is like the frfling 
ofa bullock.”” Nor leſs does it let us into the reaſon of the 
heifers, ſons of evacuators of horns, being choſen by Elijah 
to determine againſt the worſhippers of the ſuppoſed god, 
Baal, which was the true Gop, whether Jznovan or their 
Baal, fre. For the prophet gave them a proof, that the 
fire or evacuator of rays which they ſerved, and of the bright 
offspring of which, namely ligbt, the heifers were repreſenta- 
tives, could not help them, nor deſcend by way of approbation 
and ſatisfaction upon their ſacrifice of tbem to it but that it 
was a ſervant of JznovAn, who then made it deſcend at 
Elijab's requeſt, to ſhew the ſatisfafion of Gop's wrath 
with _ of the figure of Chrift, like the fring of a 
bullock, Deut. xxxiii, 17. to his divine majeſty : and to teſtify, 
that none but a miar prophet, who was, what Eljab's name 
imported, Er 1, my God, „the perſon, interpoſed by oath, 
in favour of me,“ and alſo Jan, the ſe/f-exiſtent eſſence could 
Ru the ſatiſaction of God with his ſacrifice, O that we 
ad no prophets nor worſhippers of Baal, of a falſe god left, 
that think to gain approbation to their ſacrifices and ſervices : 
inſtead of worſhipping the only Gop, JzHovan, the Gop 
of Chriſt, the true Elijab, and of acknowledging that this 
God gives approbation only to bis propitiatory ſacrifice! But 
there are, as there are men whoſe defire is after the flowings of 
Siber, the dawning light of nature, Fer. ii, 8, which Sibor's 
bending ſtream, the Nite, gradually flowing out, like the light, 
till it owveyſpread the country was received as a figure of and 
worlhipped. (To which Vigil alludes in his Cor niger — 
fluvius, regnator aquarum, And it was common with the poets 
to aſcribe the form of a bull to all rivers z which gave riſe to 
Horace's tauyiformis Aufidus.) But if theſe men repent not, 
death erernal will be their portion ſrom Chriſt, the true Elias, 
our divine prophet, as temporal death was the portion of BaaP's 
prophets, 1 Kings xviii. 19. Let none of them eſcape is bi: 
decree, as it was Eijab's. To give us an idea of this, this in- 
tereſting fact was 47 wrought and is now recorded: freſp re- 
freſentations on this important head being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for this purpoſe, when the former ones, and thoſe nature 
gave of the fact in its ordinary courſe were diſregarded, (See 
this proved in the following pages.) And the deiſ muſt — 5 
who 
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the complete viſion of God's eſſential glory be to 
man in his preſent ſtate! W hereas now man is 
not incommoded by it: its appearance is ſuited to 
| that 


who would but even wiſh to be informed, if it was true, that 
he could not have any idea of it on a ſuppoſition of its truth 
but from ſuch a repreſentation. See page 98. Further, view- 
ing the ox or bullas an emblem of the fun, i. e. of the evacua- 
tor of the inflected rays of light, by being an evacuator of borns, 
that riſe not at once, any more than the /ight does; and con- 
ſequently viewing it as an emblem of that divine agent, who 
repreſents himſelf by the conſuming fire, who has a ſon, called 
"XD Pax, the Gro v. 1 Chro. xXix. 13.—1/a. Iii. 1.—Ix. 19. 
Gen, xxx. 2.— Deut. xxviii. 4. We are enabled to collect the 
a0 of one of the heads in the cherubbic repreſentation 
of the divine perſons, in Exel. c. 1. and c. 10. being the head 
of an ox or an evacuator of born, as the others were the /ron 
for the divinity of Chriſt, the lion of Judab, the man's for the 
humanity, and the eagle's for the Holy Spirit, Becauſe as a 
repreſentation of the divine perſonages was abſolutely neceſſary 
to be given in order to form in man rigbt ideas of them, un- 
leſs a man can prove he could have any je notion of Gop 
without them, which 1 think I have proved he could 
not have—ſo the head of this evacuator of borns, the cbi 
amongſt the herds, as the Talmudifts call him, Lamy de Tal. 
26, has aptly a place among them to give us an idea of the 
oly father, who repreſents himſelf by the natural (Hg Be- 
Wen or) evacuator of light, by the ſolar and conſuming fire, 
And this is a natural image—becauſe, if we are to confi 
nature as a repreſenter of the divine agents that ſupport our lite, 
nature's ſelf is cherubbic, exhibiting to us what the cherub- 
bim were figns of, a miſſionary ligbe, acting jointly with the 
Apeme, f. e. ground, or earthy, or human nature, and a ſpirit, 
and laſtly, an evacuator of rays, an agent in the character ofa 
conſuming fire : theſe being certainly, under God, the i 
tainers of man in this world, So that it is but natural, that, 


in the repreſentation of the divine perſons or ſupporters, an 


evacuator of borns, like the infle#ed rays of light, or ( Su v 1 
an ox, the prince of the herds called by the name of princes, 
Numb, xxii. 14. Cc. ſhould be placed as an emblem of the b 


- father, in his character of a ſender out of the divine light, and 


of a maker of inquifition for blood, as he is figured in the che- 
rubbim, before when the blood was ſprinkled by the prieſt for 
remiſſion, and as bulls or oxen do in an eminent manner, with 
a remarkable comprehenſive b eye, find it out, if * 

0 
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that feeble ſenſe on which it gradually riſes. For 


how faintly do its fir gleamings appear to engage 
the refiſting clouds / ſo faintly that they ſeem un- 
Hhh2 equal 


the reach of their ſenſe, in this world. I am aware, that 
men who have not been uſed to have fixed ideas of things, 
and are abundantly /efs converſant in ſcriptaral divinity than 
they are in ridicule, may treat this interpretation of the che- 
rubbic figure as the effect of frenzy. But truth, if that can 
get leave to be admitted an evidence, is as far as I can ſee 
on my fide, The 88 calls the ox by the name of the /ighe.. 
evacuating fre; and Gov ſpeaks of himſelf as ſuſtaining a 
character {ike this of fire, Therefore it is as clear to me, that 
the ox*s face in the cherubbim was an emblem of the father in 
this character —as it is that the ox gives us an idea of this cha- 
rater by its being an evacuator of horns. And what confirms 
me more in this opinion is, that I find Chriſ ſaid under the 
evacuating wrath of God to have been plorved, and to have 
had 1 1 — made in his back, Pſal. cxxix. 3. like unto 
thoſe the earth ſuffers, when the ſharp plovgb- * drawn 
on by the ox (or natural M Bequer) wound it and tear it 
up according to Ovid, in Met. I. 1. 101,—Saucia vomeri- 
bus——tellus, So that every ſcene of this kind in nature, 
to make the land fruitful, evinces to me, that the or was 
certainly an emblem of the father, as the ſpiritual ( 
evacuator of light ; becauſe, what Chrift ſuffered under the 
| wrath is compared to the plowing of the earth, Be- 
es we know from the prophets of Baal, that the ox was re- 
ceived as an emblem; from its 77 held eons in E 
as an Apis, haps from ide, Ar, fire) or a Mnevis at Heli- 
e reer — Saturn. I. 3. c. re find 
they uſed ** eximios preflanti corpore tauros in their religi- 
ous ſervice — from Herodotus in Euterpe —— £UX D 


1% Oe Tu d 1 To Fnpioy © vowing to the deity 
what beaft was peculiarly conſecrated to him.“ -A young 
bull with gilt horns was ſacrificed to Apollo: Montf. v. 2.— 
and an ox at Leucade 48. cows at Rome ;—and Vir. Geo, I. 1, 
2.7. ſpeaking of the wernal ſun, ſays, 

Candidus auratis aperit cum cornibus annum 

Taurus, 
Pliny ſays, bes in Agypto etiam numinis vice colitur——], 8. 
c. 46. the ox in opt is worſhipped as a vice- god. 
Wifi, Zgypt. p. 63. ſpeaks of it, as thought . to be — 

ceiv 
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equal to the task they are to perform, when we 
conſider their commiſſion. For this has an amazing 


extent, It is to repel the collective powers of 
dark- 


ceived by fire from heaven,” —Hence, perhaps, the notion 
of their god's turning himſelf into a ha of the fiery bulls keep- 


ing the golden fleece ſacred to Mars. So Spencer de leg, Heb, 


728. ſpeaks of a bull's face being taken to imitate the 
curved fire NMircber Oedip. 509. ſpeaks of an ox with 


a human face emitting flames from his head: in a medal” 


of Caracalla, Apollo's tripod appears with a bu!”s head on it. 
Montfauc, 116. Nor find we it leſs honoured as an emblem 
of the ſun in Syria or Perſia, and even to this day in the 
Indies, both E. and W. In Canada the inhabitants yet light 
bull's dung to it. Univ. Hi. of relig. Cer, 107,—the Ma- 
caſſares near the Philippines, ſacrifice oxen to the ſun: a 
large ox ſtands in the road near Bengal, which the In- 
dians invoke before they take a journey. Vol, 4. 12. 3. 12, 
4.— The Soudres adorn their oxen and bulls, and buffalees 
with crowns on the feaſt they hold to the ſun, Vol. 4. p. 390, 
The ſun and moon are ſaid alſo to be believed by the Malaba. 
rians in the hiſtory to reſide in the ox's eyes. There is a pa- 
goed erected for a bull at Miaco, 303.,——5S0 that we perceive a 
notion of the bull or oxen being a ſacred emblem, has ſpread 
itſelf into all the known world: which as it cannot, I think, 
be otherwiſe accounted for, than by admitting the ox in the 
cherubbic figure to have been an emblem of the divine father, in 
the character of a conſuming fire, is a collateral proof of the 
_ uſage of it for this purpoſe. Not that I would be thought to 
juſtiſy the heathens, who, like 1ſrac/, did not fin by looking 
upon the glory like the {fling of a bullock, but by turning it 

. themſelves into the ſimilirude of an ox, and moulding as deifts 
do an image for themſelves, and by ſetting up their own ideas 
againſt Go p's ſacred repreſentations of himſelf in the wilder- 
neſs. Twould only offer this in evidence, that the ſcriptural 
uſage of the ox for a ſacred repreſentative and of the offspring of 
it for a propitiation has gone out into almoſt all lands, how- 
ever men have perverted the inſtitution, And I ſhall conclude 
this perhaps already tedious note with obſerving that 
it is no more abſurd, that Gop ſhould have ordained under 
the law Exod, xxix. 36. a N a beifer, a young bullock, the 
offspring of am ox, or an evacuator of horns, to be offered 
daily for Iſrael's ſalvation, as a memorial of the offering of 
the true light or KD GLory, 1 Chron, xxix. * 
Ixxviii, 61.— Ja. xlvi. 13.—Ix. 7.—Ixi. 10. to Fo 
- "fiery 
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darkneſs and to ſhoot their arrowed glances (b) 
thro the night's brown fides—it is to ſhed the fair 
predominance of day in the kindled zther, and 
imitative of JesvUs, their almighty /uftainer, (i) 
to wor k, on one wondrous appearance, miracles (A) 
exhauſting the fund of numbers to compute—it is 
by ſecret - working influence to animate, not in- 
deed without parturient travail, the various 
forms of being, down to the daily race that ſet 
with. the declining beam—it is to give new life 
to all the vegetative tribes from the cedar to 
the hy/ſop ; from the grey grown oa to the ſpring- 
ing herbage of the paſtures, with every flower and 
fruit: with every hue and odor: and to reſtore feli- 
| citating 


fiery wrath for us, than there is in Gop's ordaining that man 
ſhall, in this his natural ſyſtem, be ſupported by a daily 
oblation of the offspring of Ma, the material light in the 
ſolar fire, Such an eminent correſpondence and ſuch a — 
harmony is there between the «1fb/e and inwifible diſpenſa- 
tions of Gov. 

(5) Hence the deſcriptions of the Lord's ring, in Habbok, 
iii. 3, 4+ and the Pſ. xvili. 13, 14. appear beautiful beyond ex- 
preſſion, being natural accounts of what an agent under the 
lorious character of a /ight does on his viſiting the world 
from the mountains, 

(i) Heb, i. 3. Upholding all things by the Won v of his 
power.“ 

(k) J have before obſerved, that Gop in nature, as well ag 
in SS, exhibits miracles or wonders to men. And conſider. 
ing miracles as effects that could not be produced, but by ſome 
ſuperior interpoſition to change the previous order of things, 
the riſing of the ſun and all its effects are alſo divine miracles ; 
it being as evident a breaking in upon the preceding arrange- 
ment of things in the dark for the ligt to be ſent to interpoſe 
and riſe and diſperſe it, as evident a tranſmutation of circume 
ſtances, as 2 fight to the blind was. A revolution in 
hot h caſes is wrought in the creature, in the one, for the macro- 
ceſm or world, in the other, for the microcoſm cr body of Barts. 

| | Maus 
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citating vi ion to ſightleſs millions in the earth 
in ſhort, it is to be the delegated ſource of light 
and liſe to this material world. But what a pro- 
digious gloomy hoft is drawn up in this crouded 
field of heaven againſt the divinely- commiſſioned 
dawnings of the morning, that juſt now plunged 
amidſt them what a deep arrangement of clouds 
_ ſuſtaining clouds is encamped againft them ? 
Their flanks extend to the northern and 
ſouthern points of the thronged hemiſphere, 
whilſt their black front nearly reach the portals 
of the eaſt, and leave but room for the fair re- 
leving morn to iſſue forth and ſhew the apparent 
diſproportion of its diminutive beams through 
the tufted ſummits of the hills, So that they far 
exceed not only AHHria's forces under her Semi- 
ramis, but Oreb's potent armies, when once, 
&« like graſshoppers for multitude,” they lay in 
Aidian's valley. And in appearance, the in- 
curſive rays of day are as unqualified to diſperſe 
the thronging legions of the night, as Gideon 
with his little band to defeat the numberleſs chil» 
dren of the eat. For what man that had not 
ſeen 


mæut to have light. So that there are miracles or wonders in this 
world: experience, which „a great enemy to miracles," 
makes his fandard to judge of things by ſhews us them, And 
tho* they are inferior to thoſe in Go »*'s ſpiritual ceconomy, the 
one being only effects produced by a ſuperior cauſe in one part 
of nature over another, whilſt theſe other were ht by g 
the ſupreme majeſty of the Gop of heaven over his ſervant 
nature: yet they ſerve for /iving witneſſes againſt ſome irra- | 
tional aſſertions that have lately been made to the contrary, | 
«that it is entirely agreeable to Gop's natural 0 | 


( 423 ] | 
ſeen or heard of their ſucceſs, would ever imagine 
that theſe faintly-advancing beams were any 
manifeſtations of the king of day, or that this 
ſeemingly incompetent force ſhould gain a com- 
plete victory over the body of darkneſs, expel 
them 


to conceive of — cone? adminiſtration to be full of like 
wondrous diſplays of power for the reforation of the creature. 
To theſe inferior miracles or wondrous effects in this ſyſtem 
the SS, ever impreffing natural ideas of divine things, refer 
us for our idea of the ſpiritual miracles of Gop, calling them 
by the ſame name that the wondrous works of God that croud 
the eye in this world are called by — R529) NeretavTn, 
Pſal. ix. 2,—1xxXix, 6,-—cvii. 8, Cc. And as this jufrfies 
my uſing this expreſſion in * of the effects of the 
ſun-riſe, ſo if my reader ſhall pleaſe to conſider the one as 
a heavenly-formed reſemblance of the other: that, like theſe, 
are rebearſed alſo to every ſucceeding generation, to give 
them the /ike ideas, it will, I am perſuaded, give him an 
uncommon ſatis faction to review the miracles ſaid to be 
wrought by Chrift, in the lovely character of the true /igbe 
of the world-—to dwell on the admirable propriety there is 
in the actions that are attributed to him in this gracious of 
fice, and the obſervable analogy there is between what was 
done by bim, and what rs runs by his inſtrumental type, 
the /ight of this world. ling under the /ight of his counts 
nance, he will own to be eminently his due attribute, For 
a beathen could make bis chearing god of day, Apollo, the 


god of phyſic alſo, becauſe of the bodily healing there is un- 


der the /;ght's reſtoring efficacy. Nor can St, Fobn be any 
longer neon conſidered by him in the wnbecomng character 
of a rhetorical Hyperbolizer, i. e. overſhoater-of his 

where he ſays there are alſo many other things wbich Ins us did, 
the which, if they ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe that 2. 
ven the world itſelf could not contain the books that ſhould be mrit. 
ten, Amen, xXxi. 25, He muſt reverence it for a repreſentati- 
on as awful as it is natural when he recollects that the 
world is f/l:d with the manifeſtations of the material light, 
that is as inferior to Chrift, the true light, as the twi i 
far is to the meridian ſun. For if the world is only ſpacious 
enough for the r of the created glory in its ſeveral 
manifeſtations, how incapable mult it be of room 
for the rebearſals of the almighty love of Him, whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain.“ | 
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them from the field of heaven, and diſplay its 
glorious (I) banner over a rejoicing world? Me- 
thinks, it is evident, the lite difficulties would 
lie in the way of ſuch a man's believing; this in 
Gop's natural diſpenſations, as may lie againſt 
his crediting the equally-amazing victory once 
obtained by as inconſiderable a body and by lights 
ſeemingly as inadequate to the purpoſe over Orebꝰs 
innumerable army, in the courſe of God's ſpiri- 
tual ceconomy (m). But I ſee that nature alſo 
7 at · 


(1) How ſtriking, how majeſtic are the ſcriptural de- 
ſcriptions of the incarnate JexovAn,'as our d Niff, aur 
banner, Pſal. iv. 7. — KR. 6,— Iſa. v. 26.— Xi. 10,—xlix, 
2. when we take a view of the redeeming diſplay of the 
glorious divinity in this its heavenly-formed picture! We 
are agreeably ſurprized with the eminent conformity of this 
appointment to the ſimilar proviſion of the wide=ſpead light 
in this ſyſtem, with the propriety of their being a mercy upon 
them that reſpect Gop, extended as the illumined beawens above 
the earth. Pſ. xxxvi. 5.—lvii. 10,—cviii. 4. No leſs. pleaſingly 
are we affected with the ſenſe we have of the extremely in- 
tereſting conſo/ations it imports to us, and which we ſee in 
this natural per ſpective. For whilſt this preſents us a grand 
idea of the ſtate of the church under this amiable diſplay of 
the eſſential Glox v, and enables us deeply to enter into the 

meaning of Solomon's deſcription of the church, that it is te- 
rible as an army, as the celeſtial army, with its richly-flow- 
ing banners— it alſo inflames us with a deſire of being of the 
number of them that are moſt pertinently ſaid to be gathered 
under this glofious ſtandard, Chrift the ligbt, Jſa. xlix. 22. 
and ſeq. that we may alſo have occaſion to make the grateful 
acknowledgment—b/s banner over me was love, Cant, ii. 4+ 
enlightning and fervent love, love working out more power- 
fully my ſpiritual ſalvation than his type, the /ight, acts in 
favour of my outward man. | ke” 

(n) This name Oreb (3 whence the heathens had their 
F7ebus) denotes the commixture of light with the darkneſs 
which we call twilight, and whoſe force is evidently compo- 
ſed of the children of the eaſt, of thoſe rawen- coloured clouds 
that precede the ſun-riſe, So that it is with wonderful 2 

| = | prie 
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atteſts the 2po/2le's doctrine, that ** Gor hath 
choſen the wea# things of this world to confound 
the mighty (n). For the little brilliancy the light 
has on its fi appearance is no proof againſt 
the authenticity of its divine commiſſion, or a- 
gainſt its. ability to execute it with a moſt ex- 
emplary punctuality. Conceive ſuch a man 
what he may of the reaſonableneſs of his objec- 
tions to theſe /owly beams being a manifeſtation 
of the light that ſhall encircle him with a ſplen- 
did diadem of glory, far ſuperior to the luſtre of 
the brighteſt gems on eaflern monarchs crowns, 
(e) yet I learn in nature's ſchool, that this /ight, 
notwithſtanding the humility of its advent, is ſo 

Iii clear- 


priety a like Oreb, with an army compoſed of the children e 

the eaft and defeated by weak 125 out of broken earthy veſ- 
eli, has a place in the ſcripturalſyſtem : Judg. vii. 20. in or- 
der to preſerve the harmony there is between Gop's vue 
and inviſible diſpenſations, and to repreſent anew r 
of the ſurety nature, that (mixed aby or) was an Oreb or 
ſurety with man for his good : Pſal. cxix. 122. in the perſon 
of Chriſt, the true light, Heb, iv. 8. out of a broken earthen 
veſſel, Pſal. xxxi, 12.— Lam. iv. a. 

(n) Suchrelieving conſolation does the evangelic creature, 
as an atteſter of the SS, diffuſe into the beavy- preſſed heart, 
languiſhing in a ſenſe of its own impotence and weakneſs, For 
what the 88 aſſerts nature ſignifies, that theſe weak are 
_ of Gov, that theſe weak will confound the mighty, 

owever are oppoſed, The proſpect before them may 
indeed — as 2. refiſts — ray; and tho“ 
their advances, like the progreſs of tbis, may be ſlow at firſt 
and ſcafce perceptible, yet leſſoning nature powerfully - 
ſents to us, that the path of the juſtified of Gop, of the 
members of Chrift, the divine light, the way of one of his 
glorious hoft ſhall, ** as the light in his ſtrength,** ſhine forth 
_ and more unto perfect day. Judg. v. 31.— Prov. iv, 18.— 
1 Cor. i. 27. 

(9) This natural image you may ſee moſt happily applied 
in Iſa. xxviii. 5,-lxzii, 3, and Pſal, viii, 5. —XXi. 3.—1xv- 
11.— 
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clearly the /ource of the day, that ere long will 
robe the world in its golden veſtment, that he, 
who receives it not not in its humiliation, will 
never ſee it in its higheſt elevation of glory, For 
behold how true it is, that it is a little thing with 
the Gop of the armies of heaven to ſave by many 
or few (p). The war (g) is now begun in the 
celeftial field, and the humble day-/pring mili- 
tates for man's recovery from the darkneſs he 
has fallen into. Indeed in this conteſt (7) it 
ſuffers, for man, a diminution of its glory 
for man, wreſtles with all the aſſemblage of 
the night—It ſuffers for man a diminution of 
its glory, For pure as it was in itſelf when 
firſt emitted from the parent orb to miniſter to 
the world, benighted and captive in the chains 
of darkneſs ; yet kindly confliting for my de- 
liverance contracts it not a dusiy tinge ? weary 
it no impoſed ain on its face? or bears it no 
ſhame of day? (s) Yes, I ſee many an infeQive 
ſpot 
a u. 18.— Prov. iv. g. to give us an idea of the g 
— flouriſh on Cbrif, when he had * his race: 5 
Xxix. 5. of which ** eternal weight of glory upon the High- 
prieſ our profeſſion, crowns, ſuch as were on the head of the 
F a ˖ĩ1 High { and thoſe worn by kings are no inſigni- 
nt memorials, 
(f) 1 Sam. xiv. 6. | 
(q) Hence the fitneſs of there being “ a war in heaven, 
Rev, xii, 7, is apparent, as well as that of the militant cha- 
raQter believers and children of the /ight have in, xiii, 7.—— 
7 oy ore i. 18, y 4 a a Sed 
r w 
action of bodies — which — call contuſion of 
attrition, ſuch as reduces a ſolid to duſt, 2 Sam. xxii. 23. is 
the name the wrefiling airs are called by. Job xaxviiy18—P/o 


bxviii. 35. 
(s) N. per, 
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ſpot ſits on the humble day-ſpring, dims his glo- 
ry and © ſtains the tract of his bright paſſage 
to the occident.“ (t) Though it had never had 
its luſtre ſullied if it had not been ſent by the 
world's benevolent author to remove the defeat- 
ed gloom for man, yet at this time it permits the 
contagious Clouds to ſmother up its beauty. Had 
it a voice, might it not with the ſtricteſt truth 
affirm ? For the hurt of the people am I hurt,” 
« I am black (v).“ Nor leſs for man woręſtles it 
with the thronging legions of the night's black 
ſpirit. For the powers of darkneſs, as if envious 
and averſe that man ſhould riſe to the reſerved 
glory, ſtrive to maintain their gloomy dominion 
over the captive earth—they oppoſe the (x) tre- 
mulous ray awhile in its courſe, and try to ſtrangle 
the „ travelling lamp” in its mini/ry: till, per- 
ſevering to work its way-and conquer, the re- 
frated beam for me receives the reddening 
ſtreaks and puts on for me the blood-coloured 
purple. But how ineffectual are all theſe clou- 
dy efforts to ſeal up the zye of the wakeful 
morning! How impoſſible is it in the preſent 
natural courſe of things, that the light ſhould be 
holden under their moſt oppreſſive incumbence ! 
Does it not riſe from under it with a facility e- 
qual to that with which the ſturdy ſwain lifts up 
his eye-lids from under the ſeals of ſleep, and 
look out to bleſs the world with all its aſpect of 
benignity? It bas borne indeed on its illuſtrious 


Tiiz body 


(u) Ferem. viii. 21,1, 28, 


t) Shakeſpear 


& Thenſis 's ſeaſons and irgil, 
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body, like its more glorious MASTER, a tinge 
not its own and it has been croſſed by the oppo» 
nent darkneſs: whilſt the ſhrill bird of dawn- 
ing, (y) as trumpet to the morn, ſounded on 
the onſet, Nay, it has been buried under ma- 
ny an „ entombing cloud” (z) and ſealed 
with the impreſs, that the night, like the 
blacker enemies of the crucified ſun of righ- 


teouſneſs, JEsUs CHRIST, has put upon it. 
(y) I cannot but ſo far anticipate my application of b 


ſcene in nature as a rebearſal of what paſſed on the appearance 


of Chriſt, the true light; as to obſerve the beautiful pro- 
pricey of a circumſtance in the goſpel, that may perhaps have 

n thought, at leaſt, not an intereſting particular: I mean of 
the cock*s crowing by way of a monitor to Bar. Mat. xxvi. 34. 
For if my reader will pleaſe to take along with him the natu- 
ral character, under which Cbriſt was manifeſt as the light of 
the wworld ; and alſo, that the time of the cock's crowing was 
the hour wherein this divine light was to be glorified, Jobn xii. 
16.—xvii, 1. though not without ſuffering, as the ligbt of this 
world does, I am perſuaded he will think this circumſtance to 
be -ſentially neceſſary in the account of the hour of Chrift”s 
glorification, as much as it would be in a natural deſcription of 
the riſing of the glory of this world, Nor can he leſs admire, I 
think, the 1 of the divine lig bt's employing him as a no- 
nitor to awa en Peter, to break up his fallow ground Hoſ, x. 12. 
Xii. 6, 5. and ſow in tears, that he might reap in joy a good 
harveſt of grace, and to remind him of the coming of the Lord, 
the everlaſting light : if he will recollect the cock' yet actu- 
ally performs a ftmilar office in nature, calls up the by/band- 


man from his bed to plow up his lands and ſoxv his grain, and 


reminds him of the approach of the day wherein he can only 
work, O that we may never hear the voice of this meſſenger 
of morn without receiving it, not only as a monitor of the day's 
approach, but as a remembrancer of the riſing of the Lord in 
glory, to judge both the quick and dead, however He now ſuf- 
fers reproach of men :—never hear it, without daily going 
from our fins, daily repenting and weeping bitterly for our ma- 
nifold tranſgreſſions! For we cannot uſe the creature for a 
| better purpoſe than this beawenly ſervice, and ws ſhall certainly 
find the conſequences as happy for us as for Peter, when tho 
day of the Lord, now indeed near, ſhall be revealed, 
(>) Sbakeſpear, | 8. 
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But this was only, as Shakeſpear ſays, (a)] that 


When the ſun is pleaſed again to be bimſelf, 
Being wanted he may be more wondered gt, 

By breaking thro' the foul and ugly mifts of 
| vapours | 

That did ſeem to ſtrangle him. 


For now the parti-coloured veil that has been pen- 
dent in this temple of the univerſe is rent, and full 
acceſs given us into all the glory of the ſun. For 
the deiff may ſee a RESURRECTION in nature's 
ſcenes. Behold the ſame vernal ſun that ſet before 
the invading night, and bore the tinges of the con- 
tagious clouds, how vi&or10uſly ſuperior to all op- 
poſition he riſes from under the entombing clouds 
and miſts, and breaks on the world with trium- 
pbant brightneſs. For yonder comes () © the 
powerful king of day” — the portals of the eaſt 
are opened wide, and the light comes forth rejoic- 
ing like a giant to run his courſe ; or like ſome 
bridegroom, . arrayed in his eye-dazzling apparel, 
to eſpouſe the earth, and make it a partner of his 


| ſpread- 

(5) — ſeaſons. Hence the antient apoſtate hea 
thens worſhipped this agent under the name of p Moloch, 
king, as they knew its commiſſion to rule over the day. Gen. 
i. 18. Hence the later heathens adored him and deſcribe him 
as ſuch, as you may ſee in Callimacus's hymn to Apollo, Virg. 
I. Geor, 242. ſpeaking of him, ſays, Per duodena regit mundi 
fol aureus aftra, and Ovid, Metam. lib. 1. repreſents him as 
one, Qui temperat orbem, And hence the preſent heathens re- 
preſent the ſun with a crown-—and the inhabitants of M- 
nay in the Indies addreſs him under the name of ** the god 
who rules in the ſun. Univ, Hiſt, of relig, Cerem, Vol. 4.11, 


— — 
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- fpreading glory (c). Great and marvelluus in- 


deed, muſt we ſay, is this thy work, O LORD 
GOD almighty, who haſt ordained in natuy's 
courſe, that the humble day-ſpring ſhould riſe 
into all this majeſiy that receiving, as it were, 
a reward for ſuffering a diminution of its ſplen- 
dor, it ſhould be exalted to fit in glory over the 
ſubje# earth, and exerciſe a dominion as exten 
five as it is (d) beneficial. - 1 Fol | 
Surely it was the proſpect of this its acceſſion 
to glory that ſo lately filled the world with glad. 


(e) Pſel. xix. Here we find the light thus deſcribed. 
Virgilalſo in his Geor. ii. 32 5. ſpeaks of the earth as the ſpouſe 
of his Jupiter, the ætber. 1 


. 


« Tum pater omnipotens fxcundis II zther | 
Conjugls is gremium late deſeendit. : 


And if my reader will be pleaſed to recollect the ſeveral B.- 
nign manifeſtations of the light to the earth, he will have as 
beautiful an idea of the firneſs of the divine light's being ſaid 
to have his ſpouſe, Iſa. xlix. 18.—liv. 5,—Ixii, 5,—as the 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy Gov rejoice 
over thee, as he will have of his amrable diſpenſations to 
make our nature, like Yirgil's alnus ager, teem with goo! 
Fruits, Deiſſa may diſclaim ach genngc tona, and think, like a 
late projefor, to bring forth virtue's fair offspring without 
them : but nature, as well as SS, are againſt them, 

(4d) I have remarked before the propriety of the divine 
light's being repreſented to have an «nmwverſal dominion, I 
ſhall now beg leave to add, that the SS have given us a moſt 
ſublime deſcription of its amazing extent, by acquainting us 
with theſe -o particulars, that heaven is his throne, and 
earth his ſootſtool. If. Ixvi. 1, For if this immeaſurable univerſe, 
with all its appendages, is but bis rbyone, more richly ſet with 
Parry gems than that of India's monarch with all its arrange- 


ment of jewels—if this earth with all its eminences, with all 


the realms that excite ambitions princes to accumulate them to 
the excluſion of others, is but hrs for, how amply diffuſive 
muſt be his dominion, how wide-ſpread his kingdom that ruleth 
; over 
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w/e. It was this cauſed the birds of day to begin 
that hymn on its fr? approach, which they now 
chant out with /we/ling harmony in thankful» 
neſs for the accompliſhed event: for a reſurrecti- 
on of ſuch importance to the earth, Lawring as 
the morning ſeemed, its humiliation ſtood not in 
the way of their dependence on its heavenly- 
appointed /plendor for the colours that now beau- 
tify their plumage, whilſt they joyouſly bask a- 
midſt the ſunny beam. To the fowls of the air 
therefore, ye ſons of unbelief, which Job once 
directed his miſtaken friends to, and learn 
not to diſtruſt the more glorious and eternal 
light becauſe of his condeſcenſjon. Learn of theſe 
faith, in a humbled and crucified Saviour, 


bepe, 


over all! Though the moſt enlarged imagination is notequal 
to the conception of its magnitude, yet divine wiſdom by 
this account of the royal :brone and foot ſtool of heaven's KINO, 
has enabled us to carry our notions of it to all the — hoy 
are now capable of rifing to, and has inſpired us with a mo 

awſul ſenſe of his almighty power. In my humble opinion, 
this deſcription of the prophet, in order to aggrandize our ideas 
of his divine maſter, both with reſpect to the happy nature of it, 
and to the ſublimity of ſentiment that is diſplayed in it, as far 
exceeds Virgil's admired account of fame, when he ſays, Zn, 
4. 177, „ the walks on the ground and hides her bead in the 
clouds,“ as the - beauen does the 7 — pyramid that e- 
ver man erected. For where ſhe was ſuppoſed to hide her bead, 
is but a ſmall part of the throne which the Lord of glory is 
ſeated on, O whilſt our idea of Cbriſ's divine majeſty is exalted 
by this ſacred image of his kingdom, may our heart appre- 
hend more largely the immenſity of his condeſcen ion, when he 
vouchſafes to come doton from all this height to dwell with 
the contrite ſpiritꝰ for its everlaſting redemption. A ſerious 
reflection on our littleneſi in the eye of ſo great a potentate 
ſhould humble every proud thought, and make us indeed Alent 
before him, Habb, ii, 20. and tremble at his word, If, bevi, a 
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bope, in the future manifeſtation of the ſun of 
righteouſneſs in all the plenitude of his glory, 
Methinks, what Ovid makes Apollo ſay to his 
Daphne, may with truth be urged to theſe men, 
Neſcis, temeraria, neſcis quem fugiar; ideog; 
Jugs”, Ne. 


Ton know'/ not, man, nor knows thy hay ſoul 
Dat roe-like flies, becauſe 'tis free to fly 

Whoſe heart-impleading love, woe Wooing 
calls 

Vin not thine ear. 'Tis God in Jesvs ſpeaks, 

He by whoſe potent light are brought to view 

Things elſe impervious to thy feeble ſenſe : 

What's yet in time's full womb; what tim: 
Has bore 

In ages paſt, and what ſhe now teems farth 

For thee, fond fugitive, or good or ill. 


And would he not in all his viſitations ſay, 
& mane, non inſequor hoſtis—amor eft mihi cauſa” 
&« ſequendi—aſpera, qua properas, loca ſunt,” — 
ee Stay, I am no enemy that follows thee in thy 
Reps?” Love, divine love is the only motive 
of my purſuit” “ The paths thou haſteneſt in 
have an aſperity and offenſiveneſs I wiſh thee 
out of.” 

Delightful is this diſpenſation of Gop in 
his natural ſyſtem to the ſeveral tribes of the 
earth, to the winged inhabitants of yonder hang- 
ing woods ; to the flocks that paſture on this 
feſhen'd mountain's fide, and to the ſoon-clad 


ſhep- 
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ſhepherd, who has lately driven them from theit 
hurled fold. Where his paſtoral care gave not 


the bloody prowlers acceſs to the ſheep, to ſhew' 


them his benevolence and to make experiment 
of the conſequences of unnatural ſociety, but 
where he had lodged them ſecure within the 
wattled fence, excluding all the ſons of rapine. 
But far more intereſting is this ſcene to man, 
to creation's conſtituted Lord, than it is to theſe 
flocks or herd} that low, whilſt they are driven 
homeward with their dropping teats to recruit the 
exhauſted dairy, or to the yoked oxen that drag 


with ſubmiſſive necks the ſhining plow-ſhare 


through the ſtubborn glebe. It imports ſubli- 
mer ſatisfaction to the contemplative ſoul, and 
irradiates divinity to man, For nature we have 
obſerved, is one vaſt Lyceum, diſcipling men for 
Chriſt, its author, and every day ſupplying them 
with her repreſentations of chriſtianity. Repre- 
ſentations that deifts boaſt to follow, as being 
what they would have us think they pay due 
deference to, even nature's diftates, Attend 
her then, my ſoul, in this hour of celeſtial in- 
ſtruction. Behold, how deſcriptive of the truth, 
whilſt ſhe viſits the earth with light to wake the 


ſons of men with renetved activity, ſhe diſplays 


in golden capitals this important doctrine, ** that 
there is a like co eſſential, but divine light, pro- 
vided for man, conſidered as he is a member of 
the intellectual ſyſtem, See how expreſſively ſhe 

| K k k re- 
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repreſents that there is in God's ſpiritual œeo- 
nomy, an (e) appointed time,” far more wor- 
thy our perpetual commemoration, than any 
period of worldly felicity—a time when it ſhould 
with equal truth be ſaid, © ariſe, (/) be en- 
lightened, thy light is come: for the GLoRy 
JE HhovAk is riſen upon thee, For if the pic- 
turing creature is to give us ideas of Gop's œ- 
conomy, muſt we not look through this glad- 
ſome ſcene to a ſimilar event in his ſpiritual dif- 
penſation? And can any objections be made a- 
uw the propriety of a ſimilar diſpenſation that 

ave not an equal tendency to impeach the al- 
lowed fitneſs of this natural one, ſo lately ma- 
nifeſt before an admiring world? Is there not 
then in this heavenly eſſence a co- eſſential light, 
emitted from the parent /o/ar fire to bleſs the 
world? There is ſuch a glorious co-eſſen- 
tial miſſionary—its exiſtence is as evident to, 
as its advantages are experienced by mankind, 
Can that therefore be a naturally-repreſented ſy- 
ſtem of the divinity, where a ſimilar but far 
ſuperior agent in the office of light, co· exi- 
ent with and ſent from the father in the cha- 
racter of a conſuming fire“ has no place? No, 
I perceive ſuch a ſyſtem is not agreeable to 
God's natural courſe of acting, neither to our 
common ſenſe of the heavenly ſubRance, that, under 


Gop, ſupports our body. For in this undivided 
ex· 
(e) "Wm Mood Iſa. xl. 2.— Dan. viii, 19,1, 3 — 
Ad, xvii. 26, Numb, ix, — | 
CF) La. Ix. 1. 
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expanſe, we are ſo evidently ſuſtained by the co- 
exiſtent light emitted from the parent fire, that 
it muſt ever in natural ſcience be deemed an ab- 
ſurdity to affirm “ could live in this world 
without it.” It is plainly then not conformable 
to nature, to aſſert a man can enjoy divine life 
without the like divine co-exi/tent agent, IEsus, 
ſent from the father in bis illuſtrious character of 
the light of the world, to riſe, like this, on man. 
So that apoſtolic nature, ſcripture's powerful 
ſecond againſt the deifts, ſpeaks St. John's lan- 
guage. And whilſt he means in her ſcenes to re- 
hearſe, as it were, the bleſſings and the puniſh- 
ments of the SS, ſhe atteſts, ** he that believeth 
not the SoN (g) ſhall not ſee /ife, but the wrath 
of Gop abideth on him: “ as certainly as death 
will follow a man's not freely receiving the co- 
exiſtent light of this world. 

And ſhould not we part with a farry ſtream 
as apprehenſive of the conſequences that might 
enſue, () then how much l/s inclined would the 
world be to conſent to part with the riſing co-ex- 
iſtent /;ght of this heaven ? Were I to ask yon- 
der early-walking ſwain that knows the vege- 
tative efficacy of its beam. on his ſpringing 
barley to ripen it for harveſt : ſhould I conſult 
the watchful Shepherd, who under its radiance 
tends his fleecy care: or ſhould I take the 
ſenſe of the unitarian on this head, of him 
who cannot bear the thought of a plurality of 

KER 2 ife- 
(gs) Jobs ili. 36, (5) Page 300. 
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life-ſupporting agents? And ſhould I, on his ewn 
principles, preſs him to believe he could ſubſiſt in 
nature by his unity, by one agent, by the elemen- 
tary air without this eo-eſſential heavenly light, 
ſhould I not find him in this caſe give, up his 
principle, and be of the number of the advocates 
for the exiſtence of a plurality of agents in this 
one undivided firmament ? Would they not all 
| tremble at the thought of laſing this ſplendid lu- 
minary and the pleaſing viſit of it's chearing 
beam? Were it poſſible for a man to deprive us 
of it, and was ſuch an attempt made, ſhould we 
not ſee them all concur to prevent the foul fact? 
And ſhall this co-exiſtent light in nature's ſyſtem 
have ſo many ardent votaries, and the original 
and co- eſſential glory, JEsUs CHRIST, the true 
light, (g) who ſpoke this into being, and whom 
it means not to ſupplant but to ſhadow forth tg 
| our 
(g) Jobs i. 7. gives us this deſcription of Chyrift ; and I 


hope my reader will admit it as a proof, that the ligt of this 
world is uſed by the divine Sr 117 to ſhadow out Chrift, For 


the evangelift calls him 70 &Ant8ivov To og, the true one, 
the reality, the light, in the ſame ſenſe that Chriſ declares him - 


ſelf Tov ahToy Tov aAntiyoy the bread, the true one or 
the reality, in oppoſition to the manna or bread in the wilder- 
neſs, which was but the ſhadow of it, Jobn vi. 32. And of 

courſe he allows, that there is a ligbt already in the world, 
and that it is a ſhadow too, Becauſe he ſpeaks of Cbriſ un- 
der this diſtinguiſhing title of the reality, whilſt he aſſerts 
his more gloriqus advent, For I am perſuaded the term, rea+ 
lity, will be granted to imply ſome ſhadow of him exiſtent 
that Cbriſ might thus, with propriety, be diſtinguiſhed from 
i. may this eminent diſtinction ever dwell with its efficacy 
in our hearts, that whilſt we conceive Chriſt's more illuſtrious 
office from it, we may give Hin who is the reality, and not 
this ſoadow, our affections and ſervices ! 
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our ſenſe, not draw forth the fervent deſire of 


man to receive his brighter countenance : not 
warm us with holy indignation againſt thoſe 
that would perpetrate a blacker fat, that would 
unnaturally rob HIM of his divine being in the 
felf- exiſtent eſſence, and () by that complication 
of all ſin in one, by . an evil heart of unbelief,” 
involve us with themſelves in the gloomy hor- 
rors of everla/ling darkneſs? Unaccountable 
would be this ſtrong adherence of men to the 
ſhowy ſplendor of this world, in preference to 
their Gop, but that we know the natural mind, 
that ſees not thro” faith the glory that exceeds, is 
the world's captive, O my ſoul, be every of thy 
alarmed powers rouſed to ſupplicate thy Lord, to 
diſpoſe thee to watch all the avenues to thy un- 
derſtanding, and to examine every paſſenger to 

thy 


(b) Heb. iii. 12. And it is proveable from SS and nature, 
that the act of infidelity is this vaſt IG of ſin, It is 
proveable from 88, Chrift ſays, Fobn xvi. 8. the boly Spi- 
rit ſhall «* convince or convict the world of ſin. And why? 
Becauſe of irregularities in what is called their moral con- 
duct? No— but, becauſe, ſays he, they believe not on 
Mx.“ For as the ungodly Rom. iv. 5. are juſtified from their 
ſins only through the faith of Chriſt's pardoning grace, and 
cannot be ſanRified unleſs frf juſtified, ſo unhelief muſt 
be the inducer and faftner of all their fin and rebellion upon 
their guilty heads, the great retarMer of their inbred corrup- 
tion and depravity. It is proveable from nature, Becauſe 
when a man deprives himſelf of the light of this world, the 
ny carriage and moſt graceful deportment of body are not ſeen. 

t is b/ackneſs and darkneſs all around him. So that it is but 
natural alſo to affirm, that to reje the divine inveſtiture of 
1//uſtrious righteouſneſs, Chriſt, as infidelity does, is to leave 
the ſoul amidſt all its blacker cloud of guilt, under a cloud 
where its moſt polite manners make no figure, and its moſt 

pelicate ſteps cannot be viewed with approbation. 
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thy heart with a circumſpection proportionate to 
theextreme danger of ſlumbering when beſieged 
by the adultrous ſons of infidelity. Neither ad- 
mit any opinion, however it is dreſſed up, accord- 
ing to the faſhionable mode of thinking, tho' it 
bring all the prevailing recommendations of the 
world along with it, if it cannot produce a ſatis- 
factory paſſport under the hand and ſeal of the 
captain of thy ſalvation : leſt thou ſhouldſt be be- 
frayed, leſt thou ſhouldſt be undone for ever. If 
others grow cold in ſpiritual ſervice, as well they 
may, by refuſing to receive the warmly animat- 
ing grace of Chriſt, of the divine miſfionary light, 
| Jenovan; if on this account they waſte the 
converſation in ludicrous ſenſuality and imperti- 
nent levity of talk, which ſhould be employed in 
reviews of the peculiar amiableneſs and ſingular 
propriety of Gop's diſpenſations for the reliev- 
ing or reinforcing of our faith ; yet be thou more 
zealous to keep up the interviews that SS and 
nature give thee with the KING of GLoxy, 
more ſollicitous to maintain thy faith in his co- 
exi/iance in the heavenly eſſence, more aſſidu- 
ous to cleave unto him with every faithful at- 
tachment, than the captive ſons of this world 
are to enjoy this tranſitory ſun-ſhine, though 
they make every ſucceeding day a freſh witneſs 
. againſt the prompt licentiouſneſs of their gay con- 
ference, and the extreme deformity of their mo- 
diſh lives. For is not ſtrongly-pleading nature 

NY an 
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an advocate for thy faith? Be the objections of 
men againſt the divine co-efſentiality of Chrift, 
what they may, as a myſtery, I perceive this is a 
myſtery, like all the reſt of the complex my/tery 
of godlineſs, ſomewhat as conceivable thro” na- 
ture's veil, as it is demonſtrable from SS— (i) 

it 
(i) Tabs i. 1. &c, Nothing perhaps has tended ſo much to 
binder the propagation of chriſ/ianity, next to the perplexed 
and canfuſed notions of myf{cr1es that men have impoſed on the 
world in the unmeaning language of metaphyſics, as for men, 
otherwiſe its pious friends, with a view of avoiding theſe unedi - 
fying definitions, to propoſe the myſteries of the goſpel as 
things that are abſolutely inconceivable, and of courſe, what] 
wiſh may never be affirmed concerning them, apy 
Nor have I been hardly ever more ſurprized than to find big 
ſentiment adopted by a writer in other reſpects, as eminent for 
his exemplary faith, as he is for his bapfy explication of ſome 
of the i myſterious truths, For after ſuch ſublime i//ufrae 
tions as he has given us of the chriftian ſcheme in his poems, 
ſhould it not be wondered at to find it.declared in a book cal, 
culated to ſhew the reaſonableneſs of the chriſtian hopes and 
life againſt bratiſb infidelity, 1, That it is “ bold and vain to 
labour at rational evictions of ſacred myſteries, and that it is 
impoſſible that any ſenſible repreſentations could do otherwiſe 
than derogate from him that is inviſible, and 2d/y, that a 
myſtery explained was a myſtery deſtreyed, and that ſome 
articles of our faith are ſuch myſteries as by ne revelation cas 
ceaſe to be ſo. That this work of his may have its deſired 
effect with thoſe that are aſtray, I hope he will not take it a- 
miſs in me to correct theſe parts of it by SS and the com 
mon ſenſe of things, And , as to his poſition, that to at. 
tempt to give rational evictions or repreſentations of divinity is 
bold and vain, If there are no real ones, it is certain, that 
uſing any illuſtrations of it, even for the proper ends of pis · 
ty, which, he ſays, he does not condemn, mult be, on his 
own principles, nothing but a pious fraud, and will bring the 
moſt opprobrious reflection on the moſt excellent pieces of lite 
rature, not only an his own admired pieces which are full of 
noble and expreſſive imagery, but on the divine compoſitions 
alſo, where it would be bold indeed td think any 4 i 
we 8 by the word «ngpt,) 3 » be 75 ＋ t 
truth is, as evidently appears, I think, in the courſe of thoſę 
thoughts, 1f, That we can have no knowledge without _— 
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it is one of the myſterious © inviſible things of 
Gop” that are underſtood by the things that 
are made,” —it is that which nature, in the co- 
exiflence of this world's light together with the 
ſolar fire in this undivided heaven, gives us an 


idea of, that we may under ſtand it, though but 
cc in 
and no ideas of divine things but from natural images. 2dly» 
That Gop has accordingly referred us in his revelation to natu- 
ral things for our ideas, and whilſt he enjoins us in the ſecond 
commandment not to ** make images or ideas for ourſelves, 
commands of courſe our receiving thoſe he has made and given us, 
Hof. xii. 20. 3d/y, That nothing can give us an idea of a thing 
that is not itſelf ſome reſemb/ance of it, Now if theſe things are 
ſo, then, as ſaying nothing in nature can be a juſt repreſenta- 
tion of the divinity is to affirm all our ideas of him, which can 
only be taken from natural things, to be falſe ones, which 1 
apprehend no man will chuſe to do, ſo it alſo follows, 1. that 
the (e things that are made, tho* vaſtly inferior to the divine 
originals, are repreſentations of them, in order to give us 
ideas, as St. Paul ſays they are, Rom. i. 20. tho' they give 
but partial ones ſeeds which will receive their perfection in 
an bereafter. 2. That our ideas of them, which we de- 
rive from theſe repreſenting things, are as natural and true 
notions, as they are moſt ſtriking impreſſions of the objefts 
of our faith and duty, becauſe applied by the divine ſpirit 
in the SS for theſe purpoſes, Secondly, as to a * 
It is defined by moſt men to be what is above the power 
of our reaſon to find out or to comprebend when it is re- 
vealed. But it cannot be an wnmeaning thing—nothing 
can be as much «nknown when it is revealed as it was be- 
fore it was revealed whatever may deſtroy the very na- 
ture of a myſtery, unleſs I greatly err, this is deſtreoying the 
very nature of revelation, Every thing then that is revealed ; 
every word of Gop ſpoken to man has, and I think it were 
blaſphemy to ſay the contrary, a meaning. For elſe my be- 
lieving ſuch a word is believing I know not what, But nd 
word of Gop to man in his preſent ſtate could convey a 
meaning to us that raiſed no idea for knowledge of a thin 
cannot ſubfiſt in a man without ideas of it, either true or falſe 
ones, — and therefore there muſt be an idea to he had of eve- 
ry thing that is revealed, though al/ men may not be ac- 
quainted with it, This is a fair EIS 


F I 
«> in part.” For may not unbelievers here ſee 
that there is ſuch a manner of being in nature; 
and conſequently that the doctrine is proof a- 
gainſt the moſt pointed objection? Becauſe it is 
| L111 no 


very nature of revelation and the preſent circumſtances of 
man, who can have no knowledge without Tenfible ideas. 
And it is evident, that the divine Spirit, by St, Paul, gives us 
the ſame account of the inviſible things of God : for he ſays, 
(not the truth of his exiſtence, but) his eternal Pow EN and 


Gopurad are ſcen by reflection as in a plaſs (xa dog 
being underflood 4 the 2 that are 2 1 are — theſe 
myſteries of the lige nature? yet the apoſtle ſays, they 
are conceived, being © anderfiood by the things that are 
made. So that a » as a part of what is revealed, 
muſt be defined, according to common ſenſe and to this ſerip- 
ture maxim, to bean inviſible thing underſtood by a vi- 
fible reprofentation of it. Neither does the word myſtery 
import, in its 2 to denote any thing revealed, 
what is entirely bidden from and unknown to us: of which 
kind there doubtleſs are many things. Becauſe. ſetting aſide 
that this is making every man's heart an Athenian altar 


to the unknown god, Afs xvii, 23. this term Mugs neoys 
both in ſacred and profane uſage, ſignifies ſomewhat that 
is in its own nature invifb/e, but is to be diſcerned, though 
not naked as it is in itſelf, yet through a weil or — 
tation. Firſt, in ſacred uſage, Cbriſ ſays to his diſciples, 
« it is given unte you to know the myſteries of the king-" 
dom of heaven. Mat. Xiii. 11. Now the —— to be 
known were the characters and circumſtances of the parable, 
explaining the Smilar and ſpiritual characters and actions de · 
noted by the parable : in other words, their knowing it as a 
ſarable was their knowing of the myſteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, Here then the word is plainly uſed by our divine 
Saviour for a parable or repreſentation of ſpiritual things by 
ratural things; and a knowledge of myſteries ſaid to be attain- 
able by his diſciples, though not by them who had eyex.co ſee 
the natural things, but ſaw or perceived not the ſpiritual 
things fignified by them and weiled under them, Whereas 
according to the preſent falſe acceptation of the word, the 
myſtery or parable ſhould not have been a thing knowable at 
all by man. It is in this ſenſe alſo, St. Paul uſes the word 
when he ſpeaks of the myſtery of godlineſs. For godlineſs 
is 
' 
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no more than conformable to our common ſenſe 
of the heavenly ſubſtance our bodies are ſuppor- 
ted by, to believe the glory of God in the per- 
ſon (regen) of JEsUs CHRIST,” to be a co-eſ- 

; ſential 


is here declared to be a nyſtery: but godlineſs is moſt certain- 
an object of the underſtanding ; therefore a myſtery is ſo, 
Wuhence thoſe phraſes in his piles, Rom. xi. 25. © would 
#ot that you ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery—awe ſpeak 
| the wwiſdem of Gop in a myſtery, 1 Cor, ii. 7. J you a 
myſtery, xv. 15-=who bath made known to us the myſtery ' 
of his will——Epb, i. g. that ye may underſtand my knowledge 
in the myſtery of Cbri, iti. 4.—to make known the myſtery 
2 goſpel. vi. 19.— And in like manner, the Alpha and 

ega calls “ the ſeven ſtars'* which St. Fobn ſaw, that 
ſignified © the ſeven churches, a myſtery, Rev, i. 20. 80 
again, a natural repreſentation of a ſimilar matter that is dif- 
cernable through it as through a weil is called a ene Rew. 
Rvii. 7. And however the title of myſties is now be as 
an opprobrious appellation, it is, in the eye of the goſpel, a 
name of honour, For it is certain, that miniſters are called to 
be theſe myſtics ; to be ſſewardi of the minifters of Gov, And 
how they can diſpenſe what it is fuppoſed the people, wwithout 
their miniſtration, have as much perception of, as the fexwards 
can give them, that is none at all; or what is of ſuch a nature 
as not to be made known to, or apprebended by the receivers, 
is tome as inconceivable, as it is how miniſters can diſcharge 
this office, that think myſteries are things better kept to them- 
felves than delivered out to others. For is it a natural idea of a 
faithful ſteward, to ſuppoſe him to be one that keeps in his 
u hands what is committed to him to divide out to his 
Lord's ſervants ? Secondly, as to the prophane uſage of the 
word, The word Au, the radix of the word purnerr, is 
uſed for to teach thoſe things which belong to the — / 
to initiate a perſon into religious ſervice ; as we learn | 
Ariſtopb. in his Pluto, and Plato in his Sympoſiacs, as may be 
ſeen in Scapula, under the word, Mos us is applied to him, 
gui initiatur ſacris, ©* who is initiated into the ſacred rites, 
to myſteriorum peritus one killed in myſteries, Plutarcb. 
in Alcibiade—as &jau5 e is to a prophane perſon-—and Ie 
Ausys to an office amongſt the Greekr—Syidas apud Areo- 
pag. And hence Pythagoras is ſaid to have delivered his 


dogmes, myftically, by ſymbols, according to Faftin Martyr, - 


[ 443 ) 


Jential agent in the divine firf- cauſing and Tife-. 


ſupporting effence. So that nature is indeed t 
Lil 2 vin- 


his cohortation to the Greets. So Porphyry alſo ſpeaks in his 
life of Pythagoras, Nircber Oedip. AEgypti. Vol. 2. p. 1. c. 1. 
So that the word myſtery, with the Grecian writers, was uſed 
for a ſymbolic entation of divinity, Again, amongſt the 
Latinwriters, * is uſed for a prieſt that is learned him- 
ſelf or inſtructeth others in the myſteries of religion. See 
Ain b on the word. Hence Seneca*s ©* laſcruus myſta** in 
Oedip. 431.—Hercul. fur 847. Inſulatus myſſa for a prelate.** 
Sidon. —myſteriarebes—for a chief prieſt Prudent, Periftepb. 
— Romana myſteria for ** the ſacred rites of bona dea 
Myſtica 2 Ovid. Epift. 2. 42. Myftica boſtia. Tibull, 
1. 10. 28,—for the ſacrifice, Laſtly, as to commentators. 
Tra ſm on Rom. xi. #5. ſays, a myſtery is a ſecret 
known to few nor communicated to any but thoſe who 
were initiated, and which men could not know but by di- 
vine revelation And Amamas Antibarban, Bibl. I. 3. fays, 
it comes from {avs which ſignifies properly to hide, be- 
cauſe it is ſomewhat hid under an external .  Rive- 
tus, Cathol, orthodox, tract. Quaſi, 2. ſays, it is / a divine 
ſecret propoſed and repreſented by external ſymbols, figns and 
figures. So that I find my definition of a myſtery to be an 
1nvifible thing repreſented under the veil of ſome natural i- 
militude and thus conceivable by us, is defenſible from the 

very nature of revelation, from the manner in which man can 
only obtain knowledge from, the ſcripture account of it, from. 
the application of the word in prophanewriters, and from 
the teſtimony of commentators, And I doubt nat but my rea- 
der ſees how ſtrangely it is proſtituted to Spgnify, (if I may, 
without impropriety, uſe the term) for what is ſo entirely 5:d- 
den that man cannot have any Ig or idea of it, Nor leſs 


evident is it, that nar prog to give men an idea or an. 


explication of a myſtery is not deſlroying the nature of a 

becavſe it is an ec — part of 2 to be a 2 
Exhibition of a ſacred thing; to be a Divine truth propoſed 
under ſome fimilitude, in order to give us a natural idea of it, 
Though the Heavenly thing, as it is in its own ſpirituality, 
is no more nakedly expoſed to our view after ſuch explication, 

than an abſent place or perſon is under the immediate cogni- 

Zance of him that has only a ſight of their pi&ures, Nor is it 
clearer that it can never be a means of raiſing a certain faith in 
a thing to affirm that it is we know not what, or that it is an un- 


intelligible object, than that adeiſt, on his own principles, muſt: 
| re- 


——— — 


— 
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4 vindicator of its maſter's title (&) to co-exiſtence 
in JEHOVAH: nature, which the deift profeſſes 
himſelf a follower of: nature, which alone the 
SS refer me to for my idea of it. For may I not 
ſay, SS refers me to the „ co-exiſtence miſſi- 
onary /ight of this world” for my conceptions 
of the LoRD's ſuperior character, and of the 
neceſſity of my receiving him in it, in order to 
live in preſent grace and future glory? Let us 
hear the prophets. Moſes, who never had his 
equal amongſt men for a prophetic character, re- 
ports him to be “ the GLoxy JEHOvAHN, 
(1) whilſt David, Jaiab, Feremiah, Eze- 
kiel, and Micah, Habbakuk, Haggai, and 
Zechariah, (m) join with him in the heavenly 
teſtimony, Again, whilſt David ſays, He 
ſhall be as the light of the morning, — IE Ho- 
VAH is my LIGHT - the ſolemn truth, like the 
efhoes from the hills, is reſounded to our ears by 
5 Laiab's 
receive the chriſtian myſteries, when he thus finds myſteries 
only natural repreſentations or ideas of ſpiritual things, Tho?, 
when a man receives theſe myſteries thus fitly fgnified to him, 
his faith in the cual exiſtence of the things is built, not on his 
own mental apprehenſion of their reaſonableneſs, but only 7 
on the teſtimony of the divine re/ator—as much as my be- 
lieving the exiſtence of Moſcow is grounded, not upon the a- 
. — of the thing to aught of the kind I have ſeen, but 
upon the aſſertions of others. But as Go Þ reveals the exiſtence 
of the chr ian myſteries to intelligent creatures, ſo his revela- 
tion, in order to be underſtood, gives us ideas of the things he 
would have us believe the exiſtence of, and thus wins our 
reaſon whilſt it courts our faith, 
(*) fobn i. 1. (1) Exod, xvi. 10. 


(n) Pſal. cxxxviii. 5.— Ig. iv. a2.— XI. 5.— Fer. ii. 11.— 
| 28. ci 4.—XXVi. . i, 15.— Hab. A 34-— Mag, 


ii. 7,— Zecb. ii. 5. — vi. 13, 
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Jaiab's evangelic voice and repeated by pro- 


phetic mouths, till it makes a part of Malachrs 
cloſing prediction, the (ſun or) LicuT of 
righteouſneſs Hall ariſe.” Give we our ear to 
the apoſtles? St. Matthew proclaims, (m) “ his 
face did ſhine as the ſun—his raiment was white | 
as the light: and the Bapt iſt's father declares him 
the DayY-sPRING from on high. St. Fohn calls 
the LAus the LicyT—whilſt the eminent 
convert, who once ſaw not, () “ for the glory of 
it” alſo pronounces his Saviour, LIGHT. And 
theſe reports of the illuſtrious character of my 
incarnate Gop, JEesUs himſelf, whoſe voice 
is like the noiſe of many waters,” loudly 
confirms by his own divine teſtimony, ſaying, 
I Am THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (0). 
So that I perceive deiſis have certainly made a 
capital miſtake concerning revelation, when 
they have imagined it to conſiſt of any other 
than natural repreſentation of things; as much 
as they have concerning nature, when they have 
ſuppoſed it to be antichri/t, For SS only pro- 
poſes for our acceptance the glorious agent 
whom nature ſhadows to the ſenſe. Has then 
He, who taught the nations knowledge, made 
the heavens,” thus << declare his truth,” his 
everlaſting truth? has he thus formed them to 
repreſent to man the co-eſſential object of his 
faith and dependence, Jesus CHRIST, in his 

cha- 


(m) Mat, xv. 2, e) Ad. xxii. 11. (0) John vil I2, 


* 
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character of the light of the world? O! as oft «x 
I riſe to this material co-exi/tent light, may I con 
fider it as nature's illuſtration of thy co- eſſential 
_ perſon, adorable Redeemer - may view it as the 
fair remembrancer of thee, to whom my ſoul 
ſhould riſe from the downy world, with every 
inſpirited affection, with every rekindled deſire 
tolive in thy lovely ſervice, And do thou, whoſe 

 enlightning grace works more powerfully, than 
' the ſunny beam to rouſe the ſwain, viſit the gain- 
ſayer with this intereſting conviction, that to be 
a believer is not to dogmatize without evidence 
but to form our ſentiments by nature — that to 
be a ebriſtian is not to be the ne of our rea- 
ſon but the man of ſenſe, 

But the co-exiftence of the divine light is not 
tme only truth expreſſed in this drawing of na- 
ture. For does ſhe not with equal beauty and 
precifion characterize the fated time of his bliſs- 
bringing appearance, in order to prevent our be- 
ing deceived by any pretender to the divine com- 
miſſion of being a light to the world: and doesthe 
not in faireſt fgnatures diſplay the credentials of 
Curse, in his mediatorial embaſſage to an un- 
believing age? Certainly ſhe does. For I obſerved, 
when the light made its appearance through the 
portals of the eat, the badows of the previous 
diſpenſation flew away, the /te/lar ſtreams ceaſed 
to ſhine, all but the morning far that ſtayed to 
uſher in the world-reviving /un. Theſe particu- 

| lars 
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hrs then direct us to look for the advent of a per- 
ſon in this glorious character, with ſimilar eir- 
cumſtances accompanying it: for one, before 
whom like precurſove ſhadows, under an intro 
ductory diſpenſation, receiving their Ex p in him, 
ſhould retire, blacker ſpirits be defeated and flee 
away, and a ftar ſhine, predictive of his ring. 
If nature is fgmificative, theſe are the circum- 
ſtances ſhe would point out to us as the 2/ential. 
attendants of the advent of HIM, who is the true 
light. And as it is evident, that the 88 refer us to 
this ſcene of nature for our idea of Chriſps ri - 
fing, (p) ſo is it beyond all diſpute true, after the 
niceſt obſervance, after the mo/? minute inſpecti- 
on of the import of every precept of the intro- 
ductory and ſhadowing law, that they received 
their end in Chrift, (q) and only in him :—that by 
his miniſtration, in ſupport of his character of 
light, (r) ſpirits, fouler than the black ſpirit or 
air, which infe/ts us in the night and poſſeſſes our 
bodies and miſſeads them that walk amidſt it 
were caſt out, —and that he had not only his bright 
precurrent flar to lead its obſervers to his ria, 

but the „ ſhining light,” John, to fore · rum 
him in his miniſtry, and then, like the morning 
far, retire (s). From all which concurrence 
of- 


. (2) 2 Sam, xxili, 4.» Mal, iv. 2,--Iſa, Iii, $(a8tice 
11. 17. 
R See the Zuangel 
if 9 Mart 94. De . 
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of facts with the events on the /un-ri/e, who 
ſees not that nature is another evangeli/?, hold- 
ing forth to us Chriſt, in a figure, as the light 
that riſes to lighten the nations, as well as to 
be the glory of his people Jſrael? For it is 
not clearer, in nature's ſyſtem, that the ſun's 
approach is near, that the time of his ring and 
of his glorious kingdom is at hand, when the 
ſhadows fly and the clouds break white away before 
him and all the fars withdraw but the in- 
troducer of the day, than it is evident in Gop's 
ſimilar and ſpiritual economy, that the advent 
of the Jun of righteouſneſs, of the divine light is 
at hand, that the time of his ri/ing and of the 
more glorious * kingdom of God is come up- 
on you,” when the legal ſhadows receive their 
end and blackning ſpirits are expelled and the 
fore running ſtar appears to /;ght men to the place 
of his manifeſtation. Strange, beyond concep- 
tion ſtrange muſt it be, after all this evidence, 


that © the fork in the heaven ſhould know ber 


appointed times, and the turtle and the crane and 
the ſwallow obſerve the time of their coming; (i) 
and yet man, as improvident as he muſt be un- 
grateful, not know the judgment of the Lord, & the 
Judgment that is made to reſt for the light of the 
people. Ifa. li. 4. For who can thus ſee nature, 
like the far, ſhining to ſhew us Chriſt, and nat 
&« rejoice with exceeding great joy,” and thus 

re- 


(e) Fer. viii. 7. 
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tejoicing, follow it till they find their Savzour 

and their GOD? | 
What! methinks J hear infidelity expoſtulate, 
not in a ſtately palace, but in a manger, in a fta- 
ble, look for the majeſty of heaven's KINO: 
from the moment of his birth “ deſpiſed,” and 
in a perſon who was rejected of men,” and 
« man of ſorrows:“ - what! ſeek the DIvI- 
NITY, not among the potentates of the earth, 
not among the noble and the mighty, in ſplen- 
did courts, but emptied (u) indeed of glory, a- 
mongſt the beats that periſh (x) ; and aſcribe 
to him, with the mag! in their gifts, a purifica- 
tion more powerful than that of myrrh, a fra- 
grancy above that of frankincenſe, (y) to pre- 
vent the ſmell of fin, and a righteouſneſs ſupe- 
rior to the ſplendor of gold. Hear I not the 
heart of unbelief ſay, in the Few of every age ? 
This cannot be a manifeſtation of the mighty 
God in the fleſh, to.di/charge his creatures from 
their ſins Nor can it be, that He, who is wich- 
out ſpot, ſhould take the taining guilt, and fo 
deliver men from the hands of their enemies, 
to be a /ight to them that ſit in darkneſs 
and the ſhadow of death, and to guide their feet 
into the way of peace. This cannot be the 
| M m m per- 


() Phil. ii. 7. (x) Luke ii. 16. 
(y) Alluding to the incenſe burnt before the figurative faces 
of Jzxovan, inthe cherubbim or ſimilitude of the OA KAT 
Ox xs, in the day of atonement. 
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Perſon who is to bring life and immortality to 
light, and to ſave a diſtreſſed world from all the 


-horrors of the darkneſs it has fallen into—He, 


who is divine effulgence, who is to give righteouſ- 


neſs and an eternal weight of glory to the crea- 
ture, to illuminate the mind, to put a lhre on 
the life, and to reign over the ſubject ſons of 


men. It is a ſtate inconſiſtent with his divine 
character, it is contrary to all our notions of it, 
and unworthy of his glorious majeſty.” This is 
the language of the infidel, and he would arro- 


gantly put it in the mouth of nature. But let na- 


ture ſpea for herſelf. And urge he as he may the 
humble ſtate of Chriſt, for an argument againſt 


his being the light of the world, does not nature 
demonſtrate, that it is an abſurd idea. of the light, 


to ſuppoſe it riſing in any other manner than 


humble as the day-ſpring: not in all its fullneſs, 
but lowly, as the languid beams of the morn, for 
man? Does it not repreſent, low. laid in ſpiri- 


tual darkneſs as we were by the fall or tran/- 
greſſion of Ox E, that, for us, the divine glory 
muſt, to ſupport the natural conftency of his 
character of a light, humble and empty himſelf 
for man. Yes, nature loudly proclaims this 
in her works. Nor does ſhe, by this world's 
light humbly ſhining amongſt the animals of 
the earth, and by the divine image in our 


. outward man evidently placed amongſt the 
beafts of the field, leſs powerfully fignfy the pro- 


priei 
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priety of Chriſt's appearance in the manger, un- 
der the character of /ight, and with the divine 
image (2).—PFor it is np wonder he ſhould, 
as'a light, be rejected of darkened minds (a) in 
Bethlehem, ſince the light of this world is in 
its very nature liable to be oppoſed on its ap- 
pearance. It was this reduced him to the neceſſity 
of appearing, as this world's light eminently does, 
amongſt them, whom this behaviour rendered 
brutal as << the beaſts that periſh.” And it is this, 
the manner of his appearance in the manger 
would denote to us, though even there he ſhined 
and was there acknowledged by the princely vota- 
ries to be born king of the Fews. And ſhall the 
humble circumſtances he was reduced to for man, 
in order that he might ſhew himſelf with all 
conſiſtency of character, the day-ſpring from on 
high, be the reaſon why his glorious co-exiſtent 
divinity ſhould be denied? Fie on ſuch Arian 
unbelief, on ſuch repugnancy to nature's ideas, 
For how ſhould the /jght of the world f ap- 
pear, but lowly? or where ſhines it to man in 
the divine image but amongſt beaſts? O for 
ever bleſſed be his name, who has thus given us a 
natural ſign of his condeſcen/ion to come with his 
grace to our nature, (tho* brut iſb on his com- 
ing, if there is a receiving faith in it,) to work 
in it an expulfion of foul ſpirits, and of fin and 

M m m 2 guilt ; 


(x) Luke ü. 7. (4) Bid. 


| e 

guilt; a healing and redemption, like unto that 
he wrought in the world. And however hum- 
ble thy appearance was for me—or however 
inconſiderable the preſent manifeſtations of 
thy heavenly favour ſeem to me, may thou, O 
Lord, our everla/iing light, ever find in me a 
faith in thy power to give me a day of grace 
and glory in thine own exaltation, For nature 
ſays, it is the natural character of. the light to 
appear weak and lowly on its firſt riſing on 
man (5), | 

Nor leſs expreſſively does the repreſenting 
creature ſhew the natural conſiſtency of Chriſt's 
« bearing ſin for me,” in his character of the 
| Jight of the world, It certainly is reaſen's voice 
that fin (c) muſt be put away, and blackning 
guilt be removed, before we can enter into the 
glorious preſence of him wha cannot, from the 
abſolute and inſeparable purity of his nature, 
behold theſe pollutions with an approving eye. 
And it is eminently nature's language, as well 
as SS's ; for how can the creature have light or 
glory, till the blackning cloud around him is diſ- 
perſed? The eternal war there is between Gon, 
whoſe name is the HoLY One, and impurity 


may be ſeen in the unremitted diſcord there is 
be- 


% Whence the Lord ſays to St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 9. *y 
ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 

(c) See this, as I apprehend it, proved at large in the 
ſcripture doct᷑rine of atonement windicated from Mr, Taylor's 
exceptions, | | 
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between light and darkneſs. Thou perceiveſt 


then, my ſoul, black guilt muſt be removed, 
or the children of impurity and darkneſs abi 
without 1; ight for ever. Vetit is not more certain 
that man is as unable to remove it by himſe 5 0 
he is to diſperſe the cloud of night; than jt is 
true, that the glorious agent, that expels' the 
clouds from a benighted world, bears for it 
a ſlain not Ny its own. This is a part 
of the natural character of the light: it takes the 
tinge of the cloud on its fair and heavenly 
(a). It is not clearer then, that he; who 're- 
moves {in or puts it away, muſt bear it himſelf, 
according to our common ſenſe of things, than it 
is that he alone has a title to the  illuftrious 
racter of being the light of the world, viper 
the blackneſs of the cloud of guilt for man, and 
ſuſtains it on his ſpotleſs heavenly body, that he 
may diſperſe it and flay the enmity in himſelf. 
Be Socinus's objections what they may, that are 
ſuppoſed to lie againſt the jufice of imputing to 
or impoſing on * a pure, ſpotleſs, undefiled a- 
gent, the flaining impurity of another:” I per- 
ceive the objections may as well be made againſt 
the pure light's bearing the tinge of man's dark 
Rate, And if none will think them of any force 
againſt the fitneſs or reality of the natural diſ- 
penſation of Gop, he muſt alſo diſcharge the fi- 
milar N on n 20 own as enal a 
Pro- 


(4) Fob ili. 5. Let darkneſs and the ſhadow of death 
pal it, (5x82 GAL) let a cloud dwell upon it,” 
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propriety in the one, as there is an eminent and 
| experienced | fitneſs iri the other, Since therefore 
it is, in the nature of things, a part of the cha- 
racter of the Light of the world, that he ſhould 
bear the black guilt of man's ſtate—ſay, my 
ſoul, whither doth this lead us? Leads it us to 
the idol of the Pagan or the Deiſt, to the Baal 
of the Feu, or to the Turkiſh Mahomet ? No. 
Nature, adi ſtinguiſhin charaderiftic of its di- 
vine fey and Syevournn, guides the 
mind to Jxsvs, and evinces the harmonizing 
propriety of its being ſaid of him, in his charac- 
ter of Jight, that “he bore our fins in his own 
Body; that be was made fin for us who knew no 
fin; and deſpiſing the Game endured the croſs (d). 
Surely in the face of ſuch evidence, infidelity muſt 
ſeek to bide. its foul head in the duſt, and the 
unbeliever be extremely ſollicitous to 2 it for 
ever, that it may not appear againſt him with 
all its unnatural rebellion, when ** the Loud | 
ſhall ariſe to ſhake terribly the earth (.).“ 
may he be prudent to have it buried in 15 
sus's grave, or it will live eternally i in Gos, 's 
remembrance ! 
But this ſuggeſts to me ſome random objections 
thrown out with a confidence that only becomes 
a cauſe of certainty. Say not men that what the 


4 » "TY"; | * 4 7 4 
(a) I Pet, ii. 29 2 Cor, v. 21. — "Fy xii. 
(e) Ha. ii. 20. Where we have a ſolemn deſert tion of the 

defifte men will have to conceal the ideas their ſorma- 
tive fancies have wildly complexed, under the image of idol, 
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Ss propoſe as the inexhauſtible fund of our glery 
and jay ĩs impious ? affirming that it is in the high» 
eſt degree injurious to the honour of the Saviour 
of the world, and of the holy, :mmaculate Jesus, 
that he ſhould even be /ſuſpe&ed to have come 
into:the world to ſtruggle under a cloud of guilt, 
to be ſcourged and croſſed, and to ſtream the 
purple flooding current from his ſide, as a, con- 
demned malefattor ; as an executed convid for or 
in the flead of offenders. And further, that it 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe one humiliated body ſhould 
be able thus to take away all the fins of the 
world, and to bring a glorious righteouſneſs on 
all(f)? And ſay not deifts, it is inconſiſtent, 
to think ſuch a ſuffering, crucified, bleeding per- 
ſon, to be the almighty IE HOVARH, the divine 
protector whom they are to receive the gift of life 
in grace and glory from—and'to believe him (o 
have been raiſed for this end (g) from his ſtate of 
humiliation, triumphantly to rule amidſt ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand and thouſand of thouſands 
of admiring ſubjects on the throne of heaven? 
Yes: theſe are the arrows they ſhoot out. But have 
not theſe men been, not only inattentive to their 
own needy flate by nature, but alſo to the na- 
tural character of the light? For have we not, 
my ſoul, in fignificant nature, a refutation of 
theſe objefors, exhibited to the ſenſe. We have 
obſerved, as the natural /ight bears the ſpotting 
flain 


(f) Rom, v.19, (E) Av. Rev, v. 11. 


is entangled and croſſed and buried under ma- 


theſe are the ſufferings this radiant miſſionary is 


ideas of it, muſt be One who' contends indeed 
_ this its % iſb and reddiſþ Nate, as well as to figure the real 
this ſtate wnc/ean, becauſe the light is not pure as it was 


- firſt emitted Levit. 13. in ſuch. circumſtances. And as this 


his ſufferings, under the 'colour-raiſing ſtrokes of the ſcourge, 
| t 


in his ſkin, Cc. May this teach us man's ſtate as he is in 


r 
ain of man's dark ſtate on its heavenly body, fo 
it ſtruggles under it, and by being refracted, 
receives the purpling reddiſh ſtreaks (b) and 


ny an entombing cloud. Theſe are the natu- 
ral circumftances of the world-relieving light : 


ſubje& to for man's emolument. Muſt not then 
men deny that there is any heavenly and divine 
light, or own that He, who bears the glorious 
charaQter of the light of the world, in order to 
ſupport this charaQer, according to our natural 


4 VVT 
(5) It is in alluſion to the inge of the liglit's fair body in 


corruption in man, that he who had a bright ſpot white 
and ſomewhat reddiſh** under the ſkin, was pronounced in 


reflexion ſhews the propriety of the fleſb or houſe or garment 
that was reddiſh, being held unclean, 7a it gives us an idea of 
Chriſt, as really having our uncleanneſs imputed to him under 


e purpleeffiux from his ſide, For under the law, a per- 
ſon in ſmilar circumſtances was pronounced unclear, as tlie 
light of this world evidently is in a //ke ſtate. For if it mixed 
not with another medium, with this faining cloud, it would 
not thus ſuffer a refraction and be tinged. It is with e, 
— Fran precepts are given in Levit. Xiii. 49.—Xiv. 37. 
or, but for imputed uncleanneſs Chriſt had bore no ſtripes 


himſelf!” for fins ever make the man unclean and import 
his having what wants to be thrown off: and may he be led 
to the true prieſ, Chrift, who alone can waſh them from him, 


for the purifying of his body, his earthy bouſe, his natural 0 
habits from the leproſy of fin, For ſhould he ſeek the de- d 
ſtruction of it in his own perſon, let him ſee in Levit. xiii, fc 
57. and tremble at the thought, that conſuming fire is what ſe 


the foul nature is conſigned to. ir 
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with the powers of darkneſs, and was a brohen 
contrite ſpirit: ONE that bears the marks of 
the colour-rai/ing firipes on his back, that ſub- 
mits to be entangled amidſt a thorny enmity, 
that is croſſed in his courſe, pours forth a 
purple flream, and laſtly, is buried in an en- 
tombing grave. It is clear, none but ſuch 2 
ſuffering agent is or can be the light of the world. 
For nature ſnews, let him be who he may, that 
he is one of whom it may juſtly be reported, that 
c he hath borne our (black guilt and) griefs” — 
that the chaſtiſement of aur peace was upon 
him,” —that with his fripes we are healed,” 
the he is red in hisapparel,” and has his «© gar- 
ments rolled in blood, like him that treadeth the 
wine-preſs.” And donot theſe circumſtances as 
eminently point to Chri/t, as they effectually ex- 
clude the falſe claim of every other ſyſtem to be 
divine? Do they not alſo prove the ſingular con- 
/iRency of his ſufferings, in this glorious character 
of * the light of the world; of his being ſaid to 
have been oppoſed, ſcourged, crowned with thorns, 
and bound and croſſed and made to guſb a purple 
ſtream of blood, and buried under the oppoſition 
for man (i)? For what have we in this natural 
manifeſtation of the created /jght for the world's 
| Nnn re- 


(i) Little did the ſoldiers think when they clothed Chrif 
with purple, that they were inveſting bim with a figure of the 
drapery of the militating /ight ; that they were concurring to 
form his character as the kght of the world, and exhibiting a 
ſpecimen of that real blood bene they ſhould ſoon involve bim 
in by the piercing of the . Mark xv. 17. 


| 
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brought upon thee, and reduced by this to ſuffer 
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renovation, what in its courſe, but the eopy of 
the race the divine light run to glory? Or what 
is this ſuffering of the light on the mountains but 
the light's Calvary, (if there is not offence in the 


expreſſion) where it is ſeen ſuffering, as once the 


true light ſuffered, on the mountain? Now the 
wiſdom manifeſt in the ſufferings of this world's 
light for man is approved by all. Yet is not the 
viſiting beam croſſed, is it not refracted, is it 
not ſtraitly bound by the circling darkneſs, not 
made to bear the /ight's leproſy, to appear, like 
Solomon, in a chariot whoſe covering is purple, 
and to be buried under a cloud,. for the recovery 
of the earth fallen into darkneſs (4) ? It ſo evi- 
dently is a ſufferer, that had it a vorce articulate 
to ſpeak, might it not ſay, I ſuffer for the earth, 
and ſubmit to be croſſed in my paſſage to material 
glory for thee,. ungrateful man, for thee to be 
buried under the hac oppoſition ?” Might it 
not ſay, my olear- luſtred body (I) is not con- 
cerned in the tranſgreſſion of thy body by the 
fall of thy common parent, earth: but ſee, how, 
obliged in my mediating character in the diſ- 
penſations of nature, I am treated 'on the 
mountains, am charged with the Maclning ſtains 


4 for 


(A) Cant, iii. 10. The word Solomon, hw Smern, is the 
name of the /ight, as it drawn forth in the heavens, with the 
clouds under it and a oz bluſh over it : ſo that to this 
Gop refers us for our idea of him who is our Pxacx. Nor 
can any one acquainted with the 88 be ignorant that the c/ovds- 
are deſcribed as a chariot, Pſa, civ. 3, &. PREY 

. (1) See pag. 70, 


[49] _ 
for the removal of it?ꝰ Is therefore Gopꝰs ſend- 


ing one, in the ſimilar character of light to ſuffer 
on a mountain (m) for a like fallen nature, and 
to bear the charge of its blacker guilt and leproſy, 
and to be borne in a chariot nature covered with 
purple, the midſt thereof paved with love for 
the daughters of the heavenly Jeruſalem, (n) any 
more liable to objeftion than his ſending his cre- 
ated light to bear the leprotic ſlain of man's dark 
fate and to ſuffer ſo eminently under it? No: 
it is merey, and wiſdom makes it juftice—it is 
mercy, that the glorious light IR HOVAR in Chriſt 
ſhould riſe on man—it is juſice, that he who 
takes the guilt himſelf by a participation of fleſh 
and blood ſhould ſuffer—and it is wiſdom to in- 
flict the penalty on him, thus mixing with man 
ſor his good, that man might have jey in the 
morning of his reſurrection. And nature teſtiſies 
the mediatorial appointment is divine, rehearſing 
it in the ſufferings of this created mediating light 

| | Nnn 2 for 


(m) Nom. v. 8. The very pious and ingenious Mr. Ha 
in his Theron and Aſpaſio, has brought evident inſtances from 
the Cl/affics, &c. that the prepoſition vT%e for, carries in it an 
idea of ſubſtitution, And I will beg leave to add another ſtriking 
teſtimony from Rom. xvi. 4. where St. Paul, ſpeaking of the 
loving practitioners of that ſelf-denying leſſon, we ougbt to lag 
down our lives for the brethren, ſays, who bave (uTeg) 
for my life laid down their necks, 

(n) Nor is this deſcription of the morning light any thing 
new: the Latin poets have long ſince given us the 1a 
beauteous imagery cloathed in all their peculiarly ornamen 
dition. SeeVirg. I. Georg, 455. and Statius, who ſpeaks of the 
roſea lux, as Ovid does of purpurea luce et aurora, and purpu - 
reus dies; and Virgil of lumen purpureum, who alſo ſays, rubeſeit 
aurora, and deſcribes the ſea as radiis rubeſcens, &C, * 
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for man. I haye ſaid for man: and is it not 


affirmed with the era truth? For if this 
world's light did not thus lowly riſe, thus vari- 
ouſly ſuffer the redd'ning tinge for man, what 
would be the conſequence? Should the dei heſi- 


tate about an anſwer ? Unleſs he has as great an 
averſion to aconcluſion, ſignally advantageous to 


himſelf, as the (o) loathing ſtomach has to ſuſte- 
nance, he will not. Common ſenſe muſt ex- 
tort the confeſſion from him that the outward 
man would ſuffer, the outward man would die. 
This ſyſtem then has alſo a vicarious ſufferer ; 
its /ight ſuffers for or inſtead of man, and a- 
greeably ſurprizes the unbelieving heart, O that 
nature's idea of a ſubſtituted oblation (p) were 
as humbly received as it is here eminently diſ- 
played! And as this is but a natural idea of 


the 
(e) 11 cvii. 18. . | f 
(p) Though Cbriſt's being repreſented as the /ight of the 
world is a general proof that the SS refer us to the circum- 
ſtances this world's light is in, for an idea of his ſituation on 
his manifeſtation to the world: yet as I have hitherto pre- 
duced from SS particular references to each of the picturin 
circumſtances of the material light, ſo I ſhall at preſent intrea 
my reader to have recourſe to Levit. vi. 95 &c. where he will 
ſee the vicarious ſacrifice, that figured Chrift ſuffering the fery 
wrath for to be an aſcenſion-offering is called by the name of the 
aſcending light of the morning, d Or x, and of courſe, ima- 


ged to us by it—to Levit. vii. 11. where the peace-offering, 


the figure of him that was drawn ufon for us, and ſo made our 
ace, is called by the name of the raiment of the light, Pſa. 
Civ. 2. THD, that is drawnout in and thro' the ſolar fir t 


| principally to Mal. iv. 2, where Cxx1sT is called WWW, 
H 


emos n, by the compound name of the light, the ſubſtituted 
extrafled light, (one of which words; namely, W Snzm, is 
the very word the Hebrews uſe for ſubſtitution, it being applied 


»/ 


| 8 

the light, ſo jt is not more agreeable to the 
courſe of things to receive a like but a diving 
light, than it is to acknowledge him in his amia- 
ble office of the SUFFERER FOR MAN : that 
is, to acknowledge the crucified JESUS, who, 

as he calls himſelf light, is alſo ſaid with a pecu- 
liar aptneſs, as mixt in man's obligation, to 
have ſufferedand died, to be another (h OTR, 
or) riſing light for man, under a far greater cloud 
of oppoſition, under a far heavier incumbence. 
O would man, that often wanders with brute 
unconſcious gaze, but follow whom nature pic- 
tures to the eye, he would find her draw him 
| Cnr1sT, and thankfully receive the divine ſub- 
ſtituted offering. ik f 
It is true indeed, that it may ſeem an argu- 
ment of an irrational credulity to imagine that 
He, croſſed, like the light, and buried under en- 
tombing oppoſition, ſhould, be able to take a- 


#23") * 


way ſuch an accumulated cloud of black impiety, 
to redeem a /in · clad race by the red effuſion from 
his fide. But have I not ſeen in nature's ſcenes, 
that it is the humble day-ſpring with its roſy 
fiream which removes the blackneſs of the night? 
I have. So that whilſt nature, as coadjutor to 
my faith, pictures Chriſts humiliation : does ſhe 

not 


* 


to thoſe who put, © light for darlneſi. Iſaiab v. 20. 
Theſe prove beyond doabt faut. 0 88 refer us — 
this particular character of the light as a vicarious oblation, 
for our idea of Cbriſt, as a ſubſtituted offering, under the cha · 
rater of the true light . 


diſperſion of the darkneſs it had fallen into (A). 
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not alſo ſignify the efficacy of his blood and af- 
ſectingly repreſent the apaſtolic truth, that it 
4 cleanſeth from all () fin''—does ſhe not few 
us the ſufficiency of his power, as the true light, 
more circumſtantially to execute his prodigiouſ- 
ly-beneficent commiſſion, and to “ ſave his 
people from their fins :” though they have been 
black as the deep-tinged night, though they have 


been as its ſable mantle. i fu (7)? For is it 


aught but natural to aſcribe this efficacy and 
power to the ſprinkling of the blood of the 
beloved, (e) in his character of © the light of the 
world” that cometh forth lie the morning, when 
it is to a ſimilar purpling flow of this /o/ar light 
that the earth has been ſo lately indebted for the 


Why 


7) 1 Jobs i. 7. | 
Hence it is recorded of the figurative David or beloved 


one, that he was ruddy and beautiful, 1 Sam,-xvi, 12,—and 
hence the church ſays, in Cant. v. 10. to juſtify all her ar- 
dour of affrct ion, all her ſol:icitude ſor IR Sus, my beloved 
{ David) is white and ruday—white in elf, ſo great his 
rſonal innocence ; yet ruddy as the Huſping light, pouring 
forth the roſy ſtream for to remove my cloud of guilt, It is this 
endears him to my ſoul, it is this ſweetly captivates every de- 
ire to pleaſe and render him the obje# of my love, the center 
of my ſervices. Noe og 
s) Heaſ. vi. 3. | 
80 Hence the uſe of the purple and ſcarlet cloths ſpread in 
the tabernacle. Exod, XXV. 4,—XxXvi. 1,—XXXiX., 3.— 
2 [bro. ii. 7. — iii. 14. And if my reader will but confider 


the tabernacle and temple as a pattern of beavenly things, he 


cannot but admire the natural fitneſs of the golden wires 


| being wrought in the purple curtains, to deſcribe the golden 


beams, that are interwove amidſt n 


_—_ > 
Why then ſhould deiſm ummaturally urge againſſ 
Chrift's being of the heavenly eſſence, IE Ho- 


vA, that ſupperts the intellectual world and 


gives it all its life and joy and grace, the very 
correſponding circumſtance that evinces him to 
be the great creative L1GHT which the 5455. 
ing day ſo aptly ſhadows to the eye? Why ſhould 
it object his guſhing the purpling fream, his 
coming forth with dyed garments to bleſs man- 
kind, as a proof againft his being of the divine 
world-upholding nature? Surely it might as well 
admit the roſy tinges of the eaftern sky to be ary 
argument againſt its being the ca- exi/tent lights 
and ruler of the day. But we know the folly of 
ſuch reaſoning in the latter caſe, and nature as 
effectually expoſes it in the former, by repreſent- 
ing it to be but agreeable to the divine diſpen- 
fations to employ the ruddy ftream of an oppo- 
ſed light to relievea fallen world (>). O ye un- 


C 


of the morni „and principally to-prefigore him who 
was to Du anf maniſeſt the divinity, more reſplendent 
than the fineſt poliſhed gold, in the dyed veil of his fleſh, red 
as it was with bleed. Heb. x. 20. Nor perhaps will it be 
thought an improbable conjefture to conceive that the — — 
robes of kings were firſt uſed to fignify the fate figured by t 
apparel, that the tug of kings voluntarily took for his 
as well as to teſtify his ruling vict̃oriouſiy. Ta, Ixiii. 2. 

(x) And we might obſerve what he importance of will, 
Þ hope, apologize for the mention of, that it is with natura 
propriety the 2 to Gov are ſaid to live by a ſanguine 
effuſion, For do not the betrothed in this world live by a fl. 
milar effufion from their body? If a derff then wiſhes to be 
eſpouſed to Gon with all his ſurrendered heart, with 
complacency of mind, #atzre tells him, he, an x ref; 4 
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conſcious votaries of ſome imaginary firſt cauſe! 
ſee to whom nature would direct your now apo- 


at- affections, and reclaim your alienated al- 


legiance: ſee whoſe vindicated title to be your 
celeſtial ſupporter, to be the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, ſhe would maintain againſt the 
pretenders you would place on the throne of hea- 
yen. Is it not to the crimſon- opening roſe of 
Sharon, is it not to Jeſus, freaming a current 
from his ſide, red as Zudab's eyes (y), as the eyes 
1 3 4 4 $3 
muſt live by an un of blodd : and it is but to enforce na» 
fure's idea of theſe means of life, that the SS ſpeak of us as 
married to the Lord, without any portion of our own, and ag 
ſhedding blood in Cbriſt, that our nature may /ive to him. In 
this view of things, my reader will ſee into the beautiful fg. 
#ificancy of ſeveral precepts in the law, that the ignorant cavil 
at, See Levit, xii. — xv. 1 19, Cc. He will be convin- 
ced how expreſſively they denote the neceſſity there is in the 
inviſible, as well as there is in the vifb/e ſyſtem, for human 
nature to pour out its defiling courſes, its corrupt blood ; and 
how they point out the uncleanneſs of man, till the over- 
flowings of his nature, however now called moral! purity, 
Cc. are purged from him. As I wonder the Socinians 
ſhould ſee Chrift ſhedding his Blood under the law and not own 
him, in this ſtate, bearing «nc/eanneſs by imputation upon 
him, and diſcharging in and by his blood the impurity of 
man; ſo it delicate ears are offended at my producing 
theſe things on an occaſion that ſanifies their uſe, may Gap 
diſpoſe. them to be alſo truly delicate in mind and converſa- 
tion, to be more aſhamed of thoſe more corrupt courſes and 
emanations of their impure hearts, which theſe things are 
with propriety made figures of. Heb, viii. 4. and ſeek to have 
them purged from them by Chrif, Till this is done, in vain 
men aff ity of thought, word or deed: their commu- 
nication will and muſt be corrupt, more than the overflowings 
of nature; they will pollute every one that has à cennectios 
with them, and with theſe evil courſes upon them, ey cannot 
ve an inheritance in ! the kingdom of Chrift and of Go 
b, v. 5. any more than the woman under the law with a 
fimilar uncleanneſs could eter the landtuary. Levit. Xii. 4+ 
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of the mothing,#ed; to be a bt, like the Nth, 2) 
eminently fair, that this roj-rifng ray in nature 
would guide our contemplations? And is it not 
the facred title of Chriſt, though once the Jow- 
y militating Divinity, to be your heavenly ſu- 
fiainer and im, that ſhe would proclaim in the 
fate of the armitvs of heaven? O] with hearts 
open to this Lor of hofts, as the portals af the 
eaſt are to the fun, may we receive and enjoy 
Jim in all his far more lovely fuſion of grace 
and glory, that, under his reſplendent counte- 
nance,” we may ſhine, as light, in the world, in 
every bf our fations, and leave a bright tract be- 
hind us im every of our movements. For it is a- 
greed we ſhouſd ask nature who muſt give men 
livht :' and; (how is it to be wiſhed their atten- 
five ears would catch the intereſting reply ) an- 
ſwers'flie not? heavenly co-exiftent agent, like 
tis, that ſo lately viſited the world, humbled 
and croſſed, and buried, Fob. iii. 5, 6. as its ray, 
under a fomilar entombing cloud for nen. For 
it was from fuch ſituation, Chriſ Pane, like the 
fun, in his character of the light of the world. And 
it is from ſimilar circumſtances, that thou, hap- 


O o o py 
Cast. ii. 6. - leaved lily in Hebrew, is called by 

10 ent en of the word for the fix ſtreams of light to 
the earth, Snus nun. WW suv is alſo the name 


for roſe Ion vn" as this diſpenſation of light certainly is 
cart whence the heart's being /igbt is a 1 we 
— to 1 And Yoff. Tom. 2. I. 5.17. 

they uſed flores pro flellis, &c. pt. for flars and r$ er flow - 
ere, and called a ſort of violet, flammula or p? 5, a flame, 
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py ſharer of thy Saviour's ſufferings, muſt ſhine, 


if ever thou hopeſt thy path to increaſe in lu/tre, 
unto the perfect day. The gold comes pureſt from 
the trying fire. Tell me of faith in God, and of 
reſignation to the pleaſure of his grace; tell me 
of virtue and charity. When can faith diſplay it- 
ſelf ſo gloriouſly, as in an abſence of every hy- 


man reſource (a): when reſgnatian, as in the 


depth of perſecuting d iſfreſi: when virtue as in the 
day of probatory temptation: and when chtiſtian 
charity or ove as from the hand of poverty, that 


when it gives—behold, O ye rich, bow, diſpro- 


portionate your moſt valuable largeſſes are to the 
bounty of this generous heart and make the dif- 
ference le/s—gives its all? wholly relying on 
Gop's punQually diſcharging the note of his 
hand, „ will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee,” with a faithfulneſs far ſuperior. to all hu- 


man integrity. On ſuch occaſions the divine 


power is indeed glorified in us, a power over- 
coming every foul conſideration, though it brings 
as great a cloud in our way, as the darkneſs 


| throws in the way of the /ight's diſcovering itſelf 


to an admiring world. i: a vibe 
But 


{a) A faith of this kind my-reader will ſee in Cbrift in the 
wilderneſs, Luke iv. as well as an expreſſive example of the 
chriflian's life of faith, in this wilderneſs of a world: _ 


notwithſtanding his natural wants and all a apparent ge diffc 
ties, he can truſt Gop with his ſoul, for w 


t ſhall 5 
and ſanctify it, and /ives by fait ſpiritually, as Moſes and 
Elijah, the types, and Cbriſ, the original, did in the leſh, 
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But if nature thus exhibits in her ſcenes the 
humiliation and ſufferings of my Sa vioux, in 
his character of light, I perceive ſhe no leſs ob- 
ſervably joins her decifive teſtimony to the rea- 
ſonableneſs of my believing his reſurrection in 
this character, from under the ſhame and reproach 
of man into the fullneſs of heavenly purity and 
glory ineffable. For ſtrange and incredible as 
the doctrine may appear to ſadducean ſpirits (), 
I remarked that nature alſo preaches it to the 
nations, with a demonſtration ſcarce inferior to 
St. Paul's. And I am upon the deiſ's own 
principle to take my ideas from nature : nor ſhall 
I be denied it by thoſe chriſtians that conſider we 
could not otherwiſe underſtand any thing at all 
of him. For © is it not lawſul to contemplate 
him under theſe alluſions, when it is impoſſible 
for us to do it otherwiſe?” (c) I am to enquire 
then into what befalls the created ligbt in this 
material ſyſtem. And its riſing from under the 
black oppoſition of the night and its breaking 
anew from the entombing clouds are events vi- 
ſible to every peaſant that walks in this early 
hour. For is it not as contrary to the natural 
courſe of things to affirm, *©* there is no reſur- 
rection and aſcenſion of the day-ſpring from un- 
der the cloud, that awhile ſeals up its luſtre,” 

as it is to aſſert, that any other than * bum- 

' O00 2 J 


0 Ads Xxili. 7. 
(c) Leſley's Socinian controverſy difcatid pike 1. p. 
29. and 29. 


* 
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ble day. ſ pring riſes into meridian glory 2 Na- 
ture then, from whence the imperfect notices 


we have of Gop come, confutes the wober 


liever, and whilſt it ſhews us this reſurrection 
or riſing again of the material light, directs 
the mind that looks through nature's ſcenes to 
its ſacred correſpondent in GoD's ſpiritual ſyſtem; 
to a ſimilar, reſurreQion or riſing again of the 
infinitely tranſcendent agent from bis humilia» 
tion in the tomb into a ſtate of glory, that is, to 
„ CHRIST riſen from the dead.” But it is not 
more evident that the An fans creature thus 
leads to Chr, and atteſts . he is riſen,” (4) than 
that the ſcripture's calling bim the day -ſprug, 
and his rifivg by the word for the riling of the 
ſun, refers us to the parallel. diſpenſation in 
nature for our idea of it(e). Wherefore thou 


perceiveſt, my ſoul, revelation gives us no more 
than a natural repreſentation of the divine and 


glorious ſupporter. of men, when it declares his 
reſurrefion and aſcertains the time of it go be 
that of the natural ſun, „when jt was yet 
dark.” (f) For at what ather time ſhould the light 
of the world riſe ? So that thou mayeſt reclaim 
nature from the de, as the ſubverter of his no · 
tions ny. as. the PROTON of thy. faith. It s 


12% the 

(4) Markavi. 

(e) Uſing the rnd 0 — Aux, 8 per- 
haps the Latin aurum, gold,) Sp * and R” 17A: 
which are all applied to denote the aſcending or. flowing ors ri- 
fng or ving Forth of the material /ight, 

(f) John xx. 1, 
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the ſubverter of his notians, becauſe it ſhey 

that cannot be a ſyſtem agreeable to the divine 
diſpenſation i in nature which has not in it a re- 
ſurreftion of a bright ſufferer for man. It is 
the illuſtrator of thy faith, becauſe, conſidering 
this world's light as the bright characterixer of 
the miſſionary Divinity, what is the facility with 
which it riſes from the ſame of day, when jt is 
pleaſed to be. itſelf again, but a repreſentation 
to the ſenſe of that wondrous eaſe with which 
the ſun of righteouſneſs aroſe from under the 
pains of death,' when he (g) was pleaſed to re- 
#/ſume his glory? For if the attempts of the op- 
poſing powers of the night were fruitleſs againſt 
the /zght's: glorious embaſſage in this ſyſtem, 
how much 77 ſucceſsful muſt we conceive all 
oppoſition to be againſt the true ligbt and his 
more glorious deſign in favour of man? Does 
not nature turn apo/file, and fay, it was not 
peffible that be ſhould be bolden ? Does ſhe not 
in this page of her works record, what the 


IA of CR. (9: i. e. the wit (of * 
(8) As tl 24+ | ? 3 
(') Fudg. xvi. &c. My reader may x ry pr 
of 2808 of a perſon, under this name of 7ghr, 7 ging 
loch fignal inſtances of frengtb, in order A fu 
milar character with conſiſte 1 fn, ome refem- 
blance of this world's light in its L but 
principally to giye ys an idea of the * arm, nay of — ns 
infinitely far ſug Arengtb Cbriſ would di 
his e of the Ne ig the world, in the *. 7 
ort peo le, tho he ſhquld ſuffer, as & amſan; did, 2 
love. (to betraying Delilab, | 1..c.) to the exbauſfted 
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as he was) compaſſed about in this feng - bo 
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was written to expreſs, namely, the amazing 
act of power that was diſplayed by the true ligbt, 
when nearly encircled as he was by the oppreſ- 
* keg >, FAVES ' ,.721 2_ 


? 


mas nature, If I had room I could eafily ſhew my reader 


the lineaments of Chriſtianity finely coloured in every part of 
this hiſtory, But I muſt now content myſelf with inf 
ing him that the word Gaza (N p) fignifies the ron Told, 
a place ſo remarkably fortified, 2 to deſerve the — of 
1 by way of eminence the very name, the ſtrength 
of <or:filing clouds is called by iPſal. Ixxx, 1. For then, 
whilſt we confider the Nazarite (Samſon) the l;ght (of Iſrael, 
1 Gata, and 
view its gates thu! upon him, whilſt we ſee him defeat their 
deſigns by a marvcllous exit with _ barred his paſſage : 
it is impoſſible but that we ſhould be led to contemplate in 
him, the true ligbt and Nazarite, Chrift : who, when en- 
compaſſed by the frengtb e, fin, the law, more perplexing 
than the entangling cloud, and when the gates of death were 
barred againſt him more cloſely than the gloamy portals of 
the eaſt to prevent the /ipht's breaking out, went forth tri- 
umphantly and carri allbefore bim. I there is any mcaning 
in words, fince Cbrift”s name is the ſame as Samſon's (onl 
without the termination U) it certainly denotes him fof. 
taining a /ite character, and refers us to Samſon for our idea 
of it, as much as it directs us to the natural (WWW Su- 
208n) /igbt that breaks thro” the portals of the eaſt, How 
neceſſary it was to reprat the repreſentation may be ſeen p. 
196. in the note. And if any ſerious enquirer into divine 
truths is afraid to conſider the Nazarite, Samſon's character, 
as a type or print of Chriſ's, becauſe he ſees iniquity and 
yeunge in it; which he thinks he cannot, without fin, ſuſ- 
po to helong any way to Chrift, let me beg of him to recol- 
, AS it is the character of the ( Zen) ſeparated light to 
bear a ſpot, not its own, but the fainof man's dark ſtate, and 
as Chriſ in cbis character bore fn, not his own, for his eſpouſed 
church; ſo it was impoſſible for any to repreſent bis part of 
Cbriſ's character, or to be a 1 4 ) i. e. light, that did not 
like the natural (Sbemoſb or) ligbt, bear a Rain for the black 
ebaractered nature, Delilah, Black as the earth is inthe night, 
black as man was, when Chriſt, tbe light ſhined, for he ſhin- 
ed in darkneſs. It cauld not be that any one ſhould reſent 
chris ſubmitting to bear imputed fin for his church, that did 
not in his perſon contract the imputation of in for the _ 


41] 
ſive clouds of worſe than Philifline (i) adverſa- 
ries, our merciful deliverer, the PowtR of Gon, 
travelling in the greatneſs of his firength, victo- 
riouſly extricated himſelf from the imputation 
of ſin and from the penalties he was entangled 
in 


* 
06 % Y 4 2 - = 
ST ww 2 TE  @& 


of another, any mote than Chriſt's treatment on this account 
from the relations of the nature he took could be gd, but 
by Samſon's like treatment from his wife's relations t—any 
more than the /ove-mixed vengeance Chriſt took, by a fiery 
wrath for the offence of man, when he deſtroyed the fruits 
of the natural man, and at the ſame time the miſchievous guilt 
nature, that ſpoiled the fruits of the branches bf Him, t 


true vine, and being by e in bi the wrath, 
could be fignified ofeeſp to the ſenſe, but by Cafes 2 
ance, that whilſt it durnt up the fruits of the earth (or de 
Ademe) with 42 was made to be borne by and ſo deſtroy the 
fimilar foxes that hurt the render graper, Cant. il. 15. As to 
this of taking the fore, it may be ſeen fully vindicated in 
Pools Synopfis on the paſſage : and it is certain ſeverai places 
in and about Palifine and Judes had their names from the 
foxes gbounding there, as ts doin England. Leſt my reader 
ſhould think me ſingle in thus . interpreting Samſon's charac- 
ter, I muſt remark, that men of learning, Honfrerius and 
Serarius have looked on it in this light: ſo St. Auge. ſerm. 
105. de temp, &c, Hieron, in c. 1. ad Fpb, and St. Greg, 
hom. 21. in Evang. conſidered it: whom, ſays the : 
2 the redeemer does Samſon fignify, æc ? And it is not dii- 
ficult to prove that he did /o in every of his recorded ac- 
tions : as well as in his death, when blind, as the ſervant of 
the Lord, Iſai. xlij. 19. with fretched-out arms, — 
Chriſt, he ſhook down and defiroyed the temple or body of fin | 
ſew the enmity, though he layed down own life to do 


it, 8 | 
) The word STS) PeresuTarn, (Philiftines) is de- 
ſcriptive of the natural enemies of the true gtr, and the 
children of the light. For it is derived from Vd teren, 
the name of the gatherings or condenſed clouds that roll in the 
air, and always oppoſe the ſun beam : which affords us a very 
expreſſive image of the enemies of the divine light, and of 
the propriety of the ſcriptural account of the ſpiritual foes that 
of neceſſity await them that are igt in the Lord. : 


. 
in—ſignally broke thro! the more pondtous gates 
of death, like the Iight * ſbining in its frengtb 
(1) thro* the portals of the eaſt, — took upon him 
every obſtacle that Barred his paſſage to be our 
Gren v, and with more eaſe, than Samſon bore 
on his ſhoulders Gaza's gates, carried all before 
him to his ſuperior eminence .in heaven? 80 
beautifully expreſſive is nature of this ſer pruyat 
event, that however unaffected others: are, 
however this has eſcaped their obſeryation, I 
can no more help conſidering the one as inten- 
tionally formed to delineate the other, than 1 
can prevent the greate/# exertion of Sampſoms 
ſcrength, when viewed in compariſon with the 
oommunicated ſtrength of the ring light, from 
leſſening into a feeble ort: or even this power- 
ful operation of the light from ſinking into a very 
weak and languid reſemblance. of that. omnipatend 
act diſplayed by Chriſ, the true Hebr, hen he 
{ook away the {ins of the world-—when he bore off 
every thing that lay in the way of his being our 
glorious ſaving ſun of righteouſneſs. O may this 
more wondrous efficacy of Chriſt's power, as er the 
light of the world” to remove what ſealed him up 
in the tomb and to manifeſt himſelf in /ife-giving 
purity to an aſtoniſhed world (n), meet With 
ene . . 


(1) Judges xvi. Deny? 4 A 
( What elſe were it natural to think of the world on 
its fr viſit from the ſun: wonder and amaze, it would ok 
* | 3 tain 7 
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the moſt conſpicuous place in my too untenacious 
memory, that my foul, under the conviction of 
it, may ever be diſpoſed; in the face of all ſug- 
geſted buht and difficulties, to believe that this 
divine light is able in me alſo to remove guilt and 
diſperſe intellectual darkneſs ; to deliver me from 
the ſtrength of fin, the law, and from under the 
ſtrongeſt i mpreſſions of evil, and at laſt to make a 
way' for me a :/cape from the grave of fin and 
death to the heavenly mount of God ; to that ex- 
alted place where it pleaſes him to dwell (n)! 
For inconceivably great as his omnipotence is, 
exceeds it his divine propenſity to deliver ne? 
Be it ſpoken to the praiſe of H1M who volun- 
| tarily entered into the (o OaTH for our con- 
firmation; vmmotence itſelf is not ſtronger than 
his moſt obtiging engagements are to reinſtate 
every recipient of his good-will in glory? Is it 
not to fulfil theſe in all the immeaſurable latitude 
of their unmerited love, that he commands the 
nateriul light, in this world-relieviog hour, 'to 

intra % 5}; P p p- | | ſhine 


tainly” produce when 5e burſting on the ſight of mant 
Hence Vigil deſcribes man in all this ſurprize on this occaſion, 


amgaue novum ut terra ſtu t Juceſcere ſolem. 
Andhow the world admir* "7 the eek we ſun... 
Sant 255337 VII. Ee. 6. 


And if ebis/>dmirodicn would, be conſequent on the fr ap- 
rance of the natural light, it is a fortiori but natural to 
— the lit: 1 and aſtotiiſhment ſtriking — 1 
the manifeſtation of the ſus of 7 ;ſneſs, and of r 
illuſtrious o perativns of biz xls es 9201 read of in the go ſpel. 
Whilſt SS Falls this a marvellous lte, 1 Pet, ii. g. nature 

juſtifies the propriety of the attribute. 
(n) Pal, Ixvili. 16. (0) Heb, vi. 17. 
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ſhine out the reſurrection man is to be profited 
by, as once he ſhone around Gamaliels conver- 
ted diſciple. Ol who can but proſtrate himſelf on 
his face, and with humility enquire what wilt 
thou have me to do, Lord?” and when referred 
to an Ananias, gladly embrace his goſpel, that 
he alſo may receive his fight and be filled with 
the Holy Gheſt.“ (p) For in purſuance of the 
divine contract of love, does not the truth (of the 
reſurrection) reach unto the clouds (g] and fit on 
every ri/mg ray. Does it not make the eaftern 
beams diſpenſe as liberally celeſtial inſtruct ion to 
the ſoul, as they pour exhilarating warmth on 
the body: atteſting the propriety of the apo/Ue's 
aſſertion, that the ſacred day-/pring, IEs Us, like 
this of the world, is crowned with glory (r)? And 
what is more, does it not enforce the confederation 
too, and ſay, ©* it is for being a ſufferer for man” ? 
Amazing truth, that the co-eſfential GLory 
IE HOVAR, impaſſible as be is in his own nature, 
being purity unimpeachable, ſhould, in Chriſt, 
ſuffer for man under the character of an inter- 
poſing light For methinks the wonder the fat 
muſt excite is eaſily collected from the ſurprize 
the very mention of it occaſions. But meditation 
has taught me, that objects of wonder are not un- 


common in the vi/ible or ſpiritsal ſyſtem,” and 
that the one is a marvellous work repreſenting the 


other ſuperior miracle of ſoul ſuppprting love, 
| 2 


© Aa 3 ix, * 00 Plat, cviii, (+) Heb, it, ii 
MXVili. 5. | 
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and therefore all a wonder. And though I ſee. 


not any part of true religion /zſs attended to, and 
therefore more diſcarded than this, in the preſent 
| humanized ſyſtems of divinity, yet I perceive 
nature, continuing the humble enquirer's friend 
to light him into truth, as well as SS, repreſents 
this moſt admirable condeſeenſion, this inef- 
fable humiliation of the Gloxr of Jo- 
vA in Chrift, to be an eſſential part of his 
character as the light of the world.” She a- 
vouches it to be one of the fundamental articles 
of a naturalh-· repreſented and ſo ſenſible ſyſtem 
of religion. O! may he that has formed © the 
things that are made, to give us ideas or par- 
tial viſions of his inviſible things,” guide my 
thoughts by his divine grace to their true fgnfi- 
cancy, and ſanctiſ me, in the face of all prejudice, 
piouſly to ſubmit to his repreſentations on this 
moſt important point. Are we to look then to 
this ſplendid body, the co-eſſential light of this 
world, for our idea of the true and divine light? 
In the purple tinge it bears, and in the black 
oppoſition it and the connected earthy nature 
meet with from the powers of darkneſs, we have 
ſeen, as in a glaſs, the imputed fin and enmity 
our divine SURETY bore, jointly with the 
(Adam) man he was united to. And fo 
far nature's teſtimony has the approbation of 
every chriftian, becauſe he cannot but know 
88 goes thus far, Every acrimony of expreſſion, - 

Ppp2 * 
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every indignity of action practiſed towards Chr: ” 
extending, (bow ſhould we not tremble to think 
of repeating the crimes?) to Gon, manifeſt in 
the fleſh.” (s) Nor leſs muſt the man of ſenſe, 
that takes his ideas from nature, acquieſce in 
| theſe being the natural notions. of the divine 
co-exiſtent preſerver of our. ſouls and bodies. 

But am 1 to account what he, ſuffered from 
the powers of darkneſs the ſum total of (t) 
<« the chaſtiſement of our peace?” Theſe in- 
deed ſupplied the cord and bound the fin- offering: 
theſe liſted up the ſacrificial weapon, opened the 
bloody font, and ew the victim. But were 
theſe all the ſtages the conſecrating oblation paſſed 
through ? Where, on this ſuppoſition, is the fire 
from heaven? For am I to conſult, 88? I re- 
member to have read in the law (u), that as 
there was a cord and a knife on the part of 
man, ſo was there the deſcent of a Kuen 


3 F } , F 


(6) Tim, iii. 16. (t) Hai. nu. 5. f 

(u) In Levit. ix. 24.— 1 Chron, xXi,.26, ah. wy -4 
ſaid elſewhere, to be kindled in Goy's anger, deſcend: 
ing from Ino VAN upon the altar, and ordered to be.perpe- 
tuated by a ſupply of fuel. Levit. vi. 12. And the /carned, rea- 
der necd not that I ſhould prove to him that the beathens imi- 
tated this in theit ve, fire z, and in that at Argos z and fabled 
a like zatifyi ** Same from heaven; in the time of their 421 
ces, To whic alludes, Zu. 12. 200—Audiart bec ge- 
nitor, qui feedera fu , ſancit. Hear, tather of the gods, 
% whoſe thund'ring arm confirms the league. Servint, giv- 
ing the reaſon of this expreſfion, ſays, „ becauſe, by 
the /ightrnings of the thunders federal engagements with ſa- 
crifice were confirmed,” And their kindling their fre from 
the ſun, in caſe of an extinction of it on their altar, is well 


known. 


F. 
fire on the part of Gop upon the piacular vie- 
tim. This was the fignal of Gop's ſatisſaction 
with the offered ſacrifice under the figurative 
diſpenſation. And this is the circumſtance from 
which the very heathens, in their imitative 
oblations to their ſuppoſed deities, deduced the 
merits and acceptance of their ſacrifices (x). Am 
I not then, according to that legal model of the 
ſacred ceconomy, to conſider the fire of Gop's 
righteous wrath, a fire intolerable to man, in the 
execution of incenſed juſtice devolving upon the 
divine interpoſing SURETY : upon another and 
true Uriah, i. e. upon the effential light, Chrift, 

et EEE | ſet 
(x) We find this was to determine which was the ſatisfied 
Gov againſt the worſhippers of Baal, 1 Kings xviii. and 
that it was bis the idolizers of Moloch, (the viſible ruler of the 
world or light of the 72 to appeaſe him with. 80 
ſome uſed to wall in the lights of their fires, Ia. v. 11. to 
burn incenſe to the ruling agent of heaven, Fer, xliv. 7 5:04 
Hof, xi. 4. nay their ſons to Boa, Fer. xix. 5. through ſome 
tradition of the true God's being appeaſed by an oblation 
ſuffering his wrarh, that is compared to fre. And amongſt 
the latter heathens we find them building their hopes on an 
incenſed fire or burning—— ' | 
Placat odoratis berboſas ignibus auras. | 
+4 eee pong) Ov1D, Met. 15. 571, 
At Rome the prieftr ot Mithraz, the fre, that were called Loses, 
lions (as the rites were called Leontica and Eliaca from He 
were to he unblemifþed and to be initiated by throwing them- 
ſelves into the fire. Montfaucon Vol. 11. So at Cabo de monte 


and other places; the devotees are purified by fire and ſaid to 
be born a Rel unregenerate they 2 and unfit 


for any | 
Univ, Hift, of relig. Cerem, Vol, 4. 451. 


1 
ſet in the front of the divine conflict (y)? Am 1 
not to conceive it as bringing Hi whoſe name 

5 1 , P "4 ' : is 


(y) Though there muſt unavoidably be a harſbneſt in 
becauſe of the aſperity in the fact, yet had rather 
chuſe to offend the ear, when it is to wound the heart with the 
deeply-penetrating obligations the Lord has laid it under, than 
to offend my Gov by concealing what he glorys in oor at- 
knowledging 17 to have done, and has ſo repeate{ly rgpre- 
ſented to us, For to give my reader an idea of this, Uriab's 
Nory was recorded, 2 Sam. xi. For, we find this perſon bear- 
ing the typical name of Uriab, i. e. the /ight, the efſence, to 
conſtitute him a repreſentative of Hi who alone is, what the 
title ſignifies, VR AU, my light, and Ian, the . 
And this character being plainly Chy:f*s, we are to canſider 
what is recorded as done or ſuffered by him under this impor- 
tant appellation, as a or graving beforehand of what 
the divine ſurety did or ſuffered. in this view of the 
facts, I apprehend it requires no great diſcernment to trace 
the condeſcenſion I am dwelling upon: ſo expreſſive is the 
painting of the divine tranſaction. For Uriah's being ſet by 
a. perſon under the character of the beloved (David) in the 
fore front of the botteft battle, that the beloved might e- 
pouſe Bathfbeba, i. e. the-daughter of the oath, and an adul- 
trous woman, muſt repreſent to every reader who conſiders 
this ſacred ſcripture as a graving, the human nature, in the like 
character of the beloved, cauſing the true light (in the Jab or 
the eſſence) to be in the front of a ſimilar conflict, that by - 
ing down his /ife, the beloved (Chr:f ) might eſpouſe us, 
— agS oa he had taken to himſelf, like Hoſea, i; 8. the 
cauſer of ſalvation, the declared figure gf this heavenly /over, 
c. ii. 2, 19.—iii. 1, If it be aſked why the two perſons are 


treated as types of Chrift ; I muſt anſwer that it is not as they 


are two perſons, but as they ſuſtain rwo characters, (ſee 
pag. 37. in the note) under which Chrif acted, which 
could not be gd, but by perſons in two fmilartha- 
racters. It being in conſequence of his character as a David, 
as the beloved taking the church or human nature, that be 
acted the part of Ur:ab and laid down hi He of in the 
front of the controverſy between juſtice and the crimma/ na- 
ture of man, To which t. Jobs alludes when he ſays, here- 
by perceive we the love of God, in that he laid down his life 
{was anUriab) for us, that we, the Bathfbeba, might have 
Him for our beloved or David. Again, if it be objected that 
For Bathſbeba David contracted guilt, which cannot * _ 
icat 
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is the MronrY Gop, from his matchleſs life - 


of glory, in the higheſt empyrean heauens, by 
an 


dicated of Chrift ; I anſwer it is true, though he ſtands ſo- 
lemnly acquitted before Gop in every other reſpect, yet he is 
charged with being guilty of a very beinen offence in this 
affair. But it is the effect of a very haſty judgment to affirm 
this can in n wiſe refer to Chriſt, For though Chrift was 
N and wndefiled (fee the note on A yet did 
bear mo blame for human nature, his Barbſpeba F Did not 
he, in the. character of the b:/oved, the imputation 
of Sn by aſſuming our nature? Yes, he ſovingy contracted 
that of all the complex guilt of the adultrous ſpirits, Fer. ii. 
and of the murderous nature of men that brought the divine 
22 lay down his /ife of glory for an humiliated ſtate; ſor 
e our fins in bis own body, Whence'it appears with 

what exadt reſemblance David's being clear in every thing, 
ſave only in the matter of Uriah, I * 5. has a part 
in the picture of the character of the true beloved ( David) who 
was pure and undefiled, and did that which was right in the 
eye of the Lord, but through exceſs of love for his Bachfbehe, 
the church, ſtooped to be charged with our offences, and to 
appear the criminal in the eye of divine juſtice, And whilit 
this ſhews us with what propriety David is ſaid to have been, 
as he was eminently in this reſpect, a man after this incarnate 
Cop's. own heart, ſo it alſo diſcovers to us with what f7. 
neſs this accumulation of guilt is recorded in David's cha- 
rater—Perhaps, though it aroſe from an afe#ion for a beau- 
tiful but finſul woman purified according to the law, there 
never was a greater complication of crimes in one; laſcivi- 
oufneſs and — uncle anneſs and diffimulation, treach- 
and murder. - And muſt it not be ſuch to give us an idea 

of that innumerable multitude of offences, of that prodigious 
load of guilt, intolerable to aught but ownjpetence, that our be. 
hwved Chrift fabmitted to bear for us, his Barhſorba, For 
to conceive of this aright, is to conceive all the foul variety 
of ſin as flowing fromthe heart of every individual of our race, 
and aſſembled in ene black character, and this by imputa- 
tion ſuſtained by Chrif for his church. And as none in ioſe 
times, any mere than in the preſegt, could have an idea of 


Hrs condeſcenſion to take this i, of guilt for his church, 


but from a-fmilar fact, ſo whit we have full convictiom or its 
being the ed of his divine diſpenſations to ſhew his beloved 
Cbrift to the world, we muſt acknowledge the —— of a 
like accumulation of guilt contracted for another a 1 


— 
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r 
an infinite d iſcent from ſtate to ſtate toa thought 
ſurpaſſing humiliation in our nature, in ordet 
1 1 

Iu bt ü „ 21 li 15829-206 | 3 No #0 30 22K 
in the charaRer of David, his fgure, And if any need other 
authority than that of the ales in full convocation to prove 
him ſuch, A#s ii. 2 7 &c. they will meet with it in Ezekiel, 
xxxiv. 23, 24. I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them; and be ſhall 
feed them, even my ſervant David; he ſpall fue them, and be 


j 


Hall be their ſpepberd. Ard I the Lord will be thein God, and my 


ſervant. David a prince amongſt them. For here ary and veer 
is promiſed to rule over them in the character of and 


conſequently one whoſe character we are to take our idea 
of from David's, and whom David therefore is an apt cype 
of. So that the prophet ſo evidently juſtifies my looking 
upon David as a figure, by referring us to him as ſuch, that 
Cornelius a Lapide giving us the myſtical interpretation of this 


88 from St. Ambroſe, I. 3. c. 1. in S. Lucam and from St. 


Auguſt, lib. 22. contra Fauſtum need not have added **guod 
novum & mirum e what is net and ſurprixing. For won - 
der as men may, it is nothing neww'to conſider David's cha- 
raQer as figurative of Chr 'r, the prophets and apeſties ha ve 
done it before us, —and common: ſemſe bears witneſs to the 
neceſſity of our doing it, if we would have an idea or image in 
our minds of Chr:ff*s amiable character. But Socinians and 
Arians may well militate againſt it, becauſe we have Cbriſ : 
condeſcenfion to bear fin for his church, and his co-efſential di- 
vinity ſo ſtrongly expreſſed in this picture, that if they allow 
the hiſtory to be a picture, they muſt fos ever ſbut their lips 
againſt theſe important truths, It may be neceſſary however 
to obſerve t diſtinction, that Dæuid's ſin was his a 
and per ſonal offence, whereas Cbriſ only bore ſin by imputation 


to his perſon, though it could not hexepreſented but by a man's 


contracting guilt out of b to avother: in his own perſon. 
Nor can I conclude this note without deſiring my reader to 
remark the abundant long-ſuffering and mercy of Gop to- 
wards ſinners, who on their hearty tance, tho* under 
David's load of guilt, ſays to them, thou ſhalt not die 
Go alſo hath put away og ſin'*and. the death of 
the innocent jon of Dawjd-for them. z Sam. xii. 13. For abri- 
Hianity is grace in its utmoſt extent: and if Chris death at- 
toned for the fins of the world, how can ſt thay: quen-r ate 
it as a fanſom for thy fins ?: If it was accepted as à ſatisſac- 


tion for the e, it muſt much more be effectual for a part. 


Lord, give us faith to apprehend its efficacy and end, for the. 
Tan en of fin, to 70 glory. . 1 
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to bring the ſatisfaction up to the elſe unattain- 
able height of the demands of divine juſtice ; that 
Hz, who is called, and for this tranſcendent be- 
nignity has an undoubted title to the diſtinguiſh- 
ing name of (a) the beloved, might eſpouſe his 
church, approved as foreſeen by him, like ano- 
ther Bathfheba, in her purified ſtate, 'and make 
her a partner of his celeſtial diadem ? Certainly 
theſe patterns of heavenly things are meant to di- 
rect the teachable mind to look upon our DR- 
VOTED Cmn1sT, our glory-beaming Gop 
and Saviour (O] may he never be mentioned 
without every aſcription of praiſe and honour) 
Submitting — ſtrange myſterious ſelf-denying 
love! that proves indeed by deeds the hardeſt leſ- 
ſon that it (b) taught, and as far out · ſtrips that of 
the Athenian Codrus, if we are to eſtimate the 
merit of the action from the dignity of the agent, 
and the extent of its con ſequences, as Gon ex- 
ceeds man ſabmitting I cannot think of it, 
without pauſing in ſilent confeſſion of its tranſ- 
cendency above our moſt exalted ideas of it, to 
wonder and adore—ſubmitting to what, accord- 
ing to man's low conceptions of real grandeur, 
it ſeems indeed injurious to predicate of a divine 
perſon, but to what bis wiſdom has made it 
piety and gratitude to acknowledge to leave the 
immenſely- "brilliant court of heaven, to be found 
Qa in 

(a) PP 1039 hel bx. 4. M Dos or David, Cant. i. 


14.—viii, 5. — Hoſea iii. 5. — Matt. 11 7 —Epb. i. 16, 
(5) Fobn xv. 12 2 
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in the fleſh, under the penalties of God's law, 
and to receive the effects of juſticiary vengeance 
upon him: though it ſubjected bim to. empty 
himſelf of the richly-effulgent appendages of his 
divinity ; though it required, in /atisſaction to 
its demands, that HE, who made the worlds, 
who has heaven for his throne and earth for his 
feolſtool, and meaſured out the waters in the 
hollow of his hand; Hz, on whoſe appearance, 


at (5) Sinai's mount, theſe immeaſurable bea- 


wvens once nodded, this earthy orb trembled, the 
retiring ſea fled, and the aſtoniſhed people quaked 
for fear, ſhould be reduced to ſuch an extreme 
poverty of appearance as to be unknown to his in- 
hoſpitable creatures (c). So much unknoton, as 


from being a confefled object of holy AporA- 


TION to the worſhipping, 5% of heaven, amidſt 


a deepened circle of admiring and loving ſpirits, 


to become an object of contumelious reprogch 
and bold unacknowledging diſdain (d) from be- 
ing PUR1TyY unimpeachable, to be made fn for 
his rebellious ſons (e): from being Powe ſc- 
n by the naked foree of all the crea- 

ot VC es "ER, 


Exod. xix. 16,<P * xviii, 7- un. ben. 3. 
4,1 10. -L 1i | 
hem. ix. 6 1 2 * Ixix, 7 N ys 
eld XX, 9.—Fer. vi. 10.— Heb. xi. 16.— . 3.— 
Prov, xiv. 31. =-- Amos viii. 7. Gad ſwears by the excellency 
of 29 Fon, vi. 8. he ſays, I — the 2 of Jacob, doubt - 
leſs, as bearing fin; as being our repreſentative : for Gol 
. 34 prove this to be th fork; er in 


, 5 2 &: v. N 
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tures, to be in the fleſh, a perſon, beyond ex- 
preſſien wonderful ! — without vengeanze, 
perſecuted without reludtance; nay, aſtoniſh- 
ment cannot riſe in the vaſt proportion this con- 
deſcenſion increaſes in, taten as a powerleſs 
captive in the ſnares of men (/); brought, tho 
the Sur REME JUDGE of all the earth, (une- 
qualled humility !) to the bar of human preſump- 
tion: nay more, arraigned of guilt, and,—how 
can but men and angels wonder at the mighty 
love their joint underſtandings are not able to 
comprehend? ſentenced to an accurſed death, 
and ſuſpended on the croſs, receiving for glory 
the iznominy of the malefactor, for the tribute 
of allegiance the indignity of the ſcoffers (g). 
O how ſtrongly does a ſenſe of this depth of hu- 
miliation to which our divine ſurety voluntarily 
ſubmitted himſelf for man's recovery, convince 
me how God abhors /in where it is but imputed, 
and of the abje# . id difireſsful ſtate we were 
reduced to by the fall, and muſt have continued in 
throughout eternity, had not Gop our Saviour 
ſtooped thus low in order to take human nature 
together with himſelf from this mire and clay, 
from theſe deep waters to glory, For what, ac- 
cording to 88, could redeem my life from de- 

2442 Arue- 

(f) Pſa, bxxviii, 6. He hath delivered bis ſtrength into 
—_— and we learn from x Sam. ii. a4. that the Grength 
Iſracl is Junovan.” And this voluntary giving up of the 
exerciſe of his power and being found in weakneſs * us, 


are the things figured in the tory of Samſon ; the be. 
(g) Matt, XXvi. 65, 66.— Xvi. 22, * 35 and 39. 
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firuftion ? What atone for my fin ? What ſa- 
t15fy incenſed juſtice ? A DIVINE PERSON emp- 
tying himſelf; A DIVINE PERSON ſuffering 
A DIVINE PERSON laying down his life! 
Heart-ſurprizing refletions! For is emptying pre- 
dicable of HIM who is in himſelf FuLLNess 
) inerbauſtible; ſuffering of Hi who is IM- 
PASSIBLE, or death of Him who is LITE? 
How can theſe things be? Was the'ceſation of 

being, that our bodies have upon death, meant 
by the phraſe © laying down his life ;” or aught 
intended by emptying or paſſion more than a 
different mode of appearance, voluntarily ſubmit- 
ted to as man's ſurety, it could not fail of being 
blaſphemy to aſcribe them to him. Therefore it 
remains, that we underſtand by the phraſe, << lay- 
ing down life, his giving up a life in glory; to 
enter upon and ſuffer or undergo a life of hu- 
miliation and reproach, And did I enjoy the 
greateſt pleaſure the accumulated magnificence of 
this world could ſupply me with; and was I, in 
order to give my riches to another, to live a life 
of poverty for a time, would it not be juſtly ſaid 
J had laid down my former life? But if it might, 
with how much greater truth may it be ſaid of 
the divinity of Chriſt, that * he laid down his 
life on the croſs,” which the tree was but the 
| 2 


( Fre i. 16. Of. bis fulneſs bave we all received — Cot. 
i. rg leaſed (the Father 3 in bim ſhould all fulneſs dwelh 
ii, 9 all the fulneſs of the Gopnzad 10 | 
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viſible part of, when he, (i) rich in the poſſeſſian 
all the opulence of all the worlds, became poor 
for our ſakes, that we through his (voluntarily- 
incurred but judicially-induced) poverty might be 
made rich? And does not he, whom ; JEsus. 
loved, accordingly aſſert that (4) HE Laid 


DOWN HIs LIFE—Does not the apoſtle of 
the Gentiles ſtyle the church God's purchaſe 


(1) with His BLooD, and whilſt he ſays, (n) 


Gop WAs IN THE WORLD RECONCILING 


THE WORLD, aſſure his Philippians, that 


Cbri (n) being iN THE FORM (or frame) or 
GoD EMPTYED HIMSELF? So that I find 
from the new teſtament, that the one perſon, 
Chriſt, is to be conſidered as atoning, not ſepa- 


rately in his human nature alone, but (0) jointly 
with the divinity thus emptying himſelf to ena - 


ble the human nature to bear it. And may we 
not affirm, that the human nature without this 
mitigation could no more have borne it, than the 
buſh, the figure. of it, could have remained un- 
conſumed amidſt the fire, had not this Angel, (p 
this ſent perſon of the eſſence been preſent in 
the midſ of it; when mitigated as the wrath 


was by his powerful concurrence, it cauſed the 


human nature in the divine agony or contęſt to 
« (wedt, as it were, great drops of blood (g O 


Won- 


k) Jobs iii. 16. (1) Af xx. 28, 822. v. 19s 


For this is the language of 88, x Cor. viii. 9. 
„ Phil. ii. 16. (0) Aft iii. 15. (f Vile 30. 


7 Luke xxii, 44. 


- 
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wonderful ſight! as far ſurpaſſing that whie 
Moſes beheld, as the afllictive wrath of Gov 
| exceeds in its violence the fury of any material 
fire. But I perceive the evidence of the d teſta- 
ment is not leſs clear about this partieular. When 
I conſalt the P/almift (2) I find this diraction to 

| | | the 


0 Hehice the true David, i. e. the beloved ohe, the man 
after Gop's own heart, thus prays to Go, Pſal. vi. 1 
Rebuke me not, (N TuvxIANI make not an implead- 
ing with me) is thine anger. (DK Ar) Seither chafiin ric 

with the e for man's peace, V Sex, Iſaiab liii.) 
is thy heavy diſpleaſure. (Heuer n, a diſpleaſure like the 
ce fiery heat of the ſun** which is called by this name.) For 
who may fand in thy fight when thou art angry? So Pſal. 
XXXViii, 1. he repeats the petition and comforts himſelf with 
this reflection, Tnov wilt anſwer for me, O Lord ( 
ADnz) my (MX Arx, ſingular) allied Gop,”* © Jznovan 
my (Ar, fng.,) Gov enli my eyes leſt I ſleep the 
death (n HemvTHa) For to bear infnitely-painful ſuf- 
ferings, the ſuſtainer muſt have an infinite ability. ut this 


is ho of a hama nature; it belongs only to Gov : 
therefore the nature that ſufined theſe ſufferings in Cbriſt, 
was the dizjne nature of Chriſt, And is it not owned he 
ſupported the manhood ? Then it follows that he did, accord- 
ing to our common ſenſe of a ſupporter, ſuſtain and according 
to Iſa. xlii, 1. bear the weight upon him, in which charac- 
ter David ſpeaks of him, when he fays, 319% Thy nn 
c the poor will caſt himſelf, Or.1x, vros thee, as oxen 
ſaid, by this word, to be left is or upon the land. And our 
being commanded ſo often to raft in (a) to depend and hen 
(Sy) upon Jn ov an is an evident proof of his being patient of 
us, J. e. of his ſuffering us—not a little only, but long, as our 
rs have re ted him, For tho' I would moſttare- 
fully avoid detra#ing from the human nature of Cbriſ who 
ſuffered fs much for my ſoul thro” the —— ul ſup- 
port he had, yet I humbly apprehend we muſt not confound 
the attributes of the two natures in the one perſon, any more 
than their ſubfance, And if this is not to be done, then infi- 
nity is only predicable of Cbriſt, this one perſqn as Gop : inſo- 
much, that if he did not ſufain a weight (as the altar bore 
the ſacrifice with the confaming fire,) the ſufferings could 
not have been of infinite. aſperity, nor the meritori ws of 


SO -_— w————_ O_o — T —ʃ W. —2 . 
e Ry 
* . : 
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the human nature. Caſt thy Bux run av 

EHOVAH;” and this aſſurance, that Hs will 
(impaſſible as. he is in himſelf, as ſurety for 
man, be patient of this burden ca/t on him by 
the human nature, and) Spsr Alx it (). If I 
turn to 1ſaiah (5s), I hear this affectionate re- 
monſtrance of the incarnate Word from his 
prophetic mouth; THo HAST MADE ME 
TO SERVE WITH THY $INSs. Accumulated 
love | I made not thee to ſerve with an offering 

(for thy ſin) but thou haſt made M, who am 

(t) JEHOVAH OF HosTs; Mx, who am () 


THE 
inſinite availance, For “ no man ſhall redeem his brother,” 
is the — of the moſt high now of _ juſtice. ' And 
none but a divine perſon e ve an infinitely-heavy weight, 
ſo none but he 22 an infinite merit, wide. Gas ths 
righteouſneſs that juſtifies us, that makes us weight in the ſcalcs 
of juſtice, be called the RicxTzougnEsss of Gob. Matt. 
vi. 23 —Rom. iii. 22, 28.—X. 3. 2 Cor. v. 21, —= Iſai. xlv, 
24. Cc. Theſe — 1 —— to 9 7 1 rea - 

er's attention, as they might prepare him wit di 

90 receive the awful, the (lems truth : which, eo 
generally overlooked, ſtands, I think, very conſpicuouſly -re- 
preſented in SS and illuſtrated in nature; and which is of- 
fered with only ſome part of its evidence in theſe pages, as 
the everlaſting ſpring of ſreaming peace and comfort to the 
chriſtian believer. Iſai. Ixvi. x2. | 

(7) In order to have the preciſe idea, the word for ſuſtain, 
vamely, JO Sxemer conveys[ would intreat my reader to 
remember that by this word Jznovan is ſaid to wphold the 
juſt, P. xxxvii. 17.— (See Ainſworth.) | 

( xliii. 24. 471290 Eonrermi : If we conſider this 
word ine ludes in it, and is uſed to expreſs all the ſw%jeftiap 
of a ſervant to his Lord, Gen. xxiv. 52. all the ſervitnde 
of a ſtate of captivity, Geneſis xv. 13. as well as the ſub. 
ſtituted miniſtration of the vicarious prieſthood, Numb. viii. 
tor to bear the iniquit * + ſanctaary, xviii. -- we the 
people 23, we cannot fai ceing the amazing 
c hatacter this divine perſon ki declares Mack hs 
brought to by his creature's fins, 

: (t) Jaiah zliv. 6. (®) xliii. 3. 


0488] 

Hur för ons or ItBArL, THY Sarvropn, 
and © befides whom there is no Saviour &); 
Mx, who am thy KINSMAN REDEEMER (y), 
to miniſter in a ſervice ſimilar to that of the High- 
Priſts, and to become A 8ERVANT with thy 
fins. Nor does this divine perſon bear leſs teſti- 
mony to this truth, by the inſpired herdfhan of 
Doloab (z). In all the beautiful fipnificancy of a 
pafteralſtyle, he ſays, © BRHOL D (who brought 
you out from the land of Egypt and led you forty 

years thro' the wilderneſs, and raifed up your 
ſons for prophets.”) I am PRESSED uUnDER 
YOU AS A CART IS PRESSED THAT 18 
FULL OF SHEAVESs, And as theſe eviden- 
ces prove the matter of fact, ſo I find the aiim 
agent denominated from this incomprebenfible re- 
ſignation. For whilſt He, who is Lok D of 
thers is declared to be the sERVANT JE- 
HOYVAH, (what immeaſurable worth is there not 
in his divine obedience for man I) heareſt thou 
not JEHovan of hots, my ſoul, when he ſhews 
this amiable perſon the GLORY, Ori ts 

Aefes, (a) proclaim him under the tremendous 
name 


x) Fer. 11. Fer. 14. 593 GAL- 
- Amos ii. 13. It & not be without its uſe in the Yead. 
phecy, as well as for ſhewing the eminent pro- 


ix of this 
700 of of this. _expoſtulation, to obſerve that the prophet ſpeaks 
A under the fg pur ative charater of 8 5 i. e. the 
L 


. aso, (See Leigh's Crit. Sacr, on the word} 
like his Saviexr, a falſe accuſation, ; 
"(6)1 0d. Xxxiv. 3, 6.— James ii. 1. 
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name of IEHOVYAH, the * sg the 
ehga ging ticles of merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffifing abundunt I gone and truth,” keeps * 
ing wercy for thouſandt';—and in the ubm 
charaRter that conſtitutes him thus gracious, of 
one #« BEARING (as a burthen, RW) Nes nA, 
and, ſa x forgivi ng or giving fir, tho' not clearing 
but (2 ee in bis fleſn) T. TA v, 
RY RANS E8$I0N AND SIN? Or canſt 
thou hear G proclamation a A d not haſten with, 
Mo ſerand bow th yſelf to the earth and worſhip. 
(9)? 25 further, behotd him in the character of 
HEPHERD, repreſented in Zechariah as the 
object, 0 ſtretch gf love !) of vindictive juſlicc, 
and inet lag the fe ems nende, © AWAKE, (9), 
O $WORD, A Kind uy SHEPHERD AND 
AGAINST. THE MAN, THAT 18 My FEL- 
Low,” in order” to bring him to this extreme 
of humiliation on the croſs—Nor leſs determi- 
nately does 88 ſpeak of its conſequences upon 
this ee For the Lox p Jt Hovan 
ſays, (4) ® THEY SHALL Look ON ME whom 
THEY HAVE e And did ferovant 
in and with the Human natute bear the Bog 
THEN ?—did Hz become aSERVANT?— 


las” rr 
1541 


wy N25 nd Gov Yays _E ls vg therefore 
741 1 4 ge forth out of == againſt | TY 4: 


the |, Jo iy the north wer, v. it ball not return any more : r 
there was to be no ra N tern with 


Iſa. xxxiu. gig 1 j,— Yer. xlvli. 6. 2 
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the Sw ox p lifted up againſt n 
PIERCED. on the croſs? Then wha Te 
theſe expreſſions ? It cannot tg died that thele 
are deſcriptions of; a nature that ſuffers or is pd. 
tient of a burden andi in the ſtate of 8 ſervant 
and feels the ayenging ſword. pierce him. And 
though. it is a ſolemn truth that t the divinity ir in 
his own efential nature, as he is Gop, is in 
peſſable, yet is it reaſonable that I, - beli ever 
of the 88, ſhould affir he c not, , A man's 
ſurety, ai to bear, t 15 den an id the Pierc- 
ing word of ayenging juſtice, to reduced i in 
cireumflances and fate, when * are ſo * 

prels that HE, dig? No, dis is arrogant y to 
aſſert that to be an impeſſih iy which they fe- 
peatedly deglare the agcomp Mn gi. Fache 
then do leſꝭ than, on. this teſtjmgny, own the a- 
mazing fact, the humiliated, the ſacrificed and 
ſacrificing Gop, than conſel extreme of glory 
for me, in extreme of miſ miſery, ta f 72 1. the 
one in the immenſity of the, other : a that it 
would now be as mu PLONE: 1 me to de- 
ny, a as it would be + aſphemy t 5 it to the 

ivinity in any other view than as numbered, 

(O! ſearchleſz depth of diving wiſdom) joiatly his 
| human nature, amengft the tranſgreſſors (e). F - 
thoug 


I have the eaſure of fi is truth 7 7 ty 5 
1. Arft epiſcopal o 2 th e 
. grace, and for the p̃urity oi bizd Mk 80 0 Wo 
ieee ie 
an 0 not uc 8 a A . 
ithops and miniſters of of every age. See e pts och 
Vol. 1. p. 270, 2775 268. 
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Abend many are inclined to think out Saviour's 
ſufferings to have commenced after his baptiſm, 
I petceive it is demonſtrable from 88, that the 
dibine nature ſuffered on his coming into the 
world in or fleſh; evacuated his glory; became, 
as dur ſutety, 4 miniflring ſervant; hay more, 
ftood as 4 rihdimied criminal and malefattor for 
man. I ſee this reduction of Gon, (O eter- 
nal Spirit teach me all harmony in life to ſhew 
fotth his praiſe!) was the fire on the divine altar 
which gave the ſanRifying worthto the Jamb ſlain. 
1% Hideed he wis l. fyec- will offeting. His ſub- 
miſſion to be ſurety ſor man J have already ob- 
ſerved was voluntary. But when he had become 
a SPON$SORz'did he not ſuffer: i. e. did he not 
ſubmit to What followed upon him in this — 
racter in a jaſticiary way? Yes; as it 

vine ju/tice demanded his being reduced to 

of intightty; in otter to its being ke, ſo it 
is. plain this humiliation was the proceſs or exe- 
cution of incerifed juſtice upon him for my ac- 
quittance. 


Surely it is hence the dealing of God with the 


N is deſcribed 26 2 (f) n and a con- 
| R IT. 2 52 flia, 


le) Matt, XXiii. 19. eres ' 

09,26 In Iſa. xxxiv. %. itis called Ante ne „like 
the cont oberſi et in the emblematical place of jud it, in 
the gates. Deut. xvii. 8. So in Fer, xxv. 31. the Lord will 
plead (as in a controverſy) with all fes, and (to the comfort 
of out contrite ſpirits under a on of their — 
to the wrath of Gov, as they are by hature; may * 
rable 


— — —— —— 
- . ” * — 


. ings of 
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fliat, as an impleading and Judgment which, the 
reparatory judgments of the Jaw, even! 161 198 
life,“ were preſiguratiye of. And what 

found of exhau ſtleſs loye appears in the, humili 9 
on of this Loxp Jan (g)! when Mota bu 
the reſult of a judicial proceſs. upon him, before 
he could reign our peace, our heayenly. peace: 
when! it is conſidered as the ſubmiſſion (h) of Gad 
my God; of God the helper (i), of the ſun- like ri- 


ſing Jan (H, to the great but equitable demands 


of the incenſed Deity'on man's voluntary ſpon- 
for (1. 0 Ao ye ſons of N ye that 2. 


0 1257 1 Far J} * 9 4 011 


alis deblaration of E. d eder bare them B (or with) 


Bre will ſxnovan be judged. Fot phꝗ]n Nesny ner — 
according to all rules be in any other than the pofſive voice 
and denotes a patient. So the ſacrifice or oblation is called a 
1227p Quor Ben—a conflit or congreſs, where the differences are 
ſettled. Whence, in Iſaiab xli. + the 582 let us 
come near (N) to ent—xli. 2 . He fs (1 
Wen nv,) their cauſe (RIB, ) So that it. is plain, the d 
Goy with-man, were far from ſetting *©* law and 
juſtice aſide in Mr. Taylor's language, that the words a 
plied to them are all judicial terms, as my, reader, may ſee 
more evidences for, if he will conſult the concordances —_ 
the words VD Sner ner, M Dun, p Zepet, 2B Rip, 


2 

e is the meaning of the name VIM Adoniab, borpe 
$629 of Cbrift, for no otherwiſe could a man be the 

e eſſence Us by Solemon's brother, who is recorded to 

Rave — ſlain before Solomon, i. e. Pra cx, could aſcend 
the throne, 

(b) So b N ALI the ons of. nel fignifies, 
3 Chron xxxĩ. 13. 

5 ') Eliazet W398 a name of the Levine, I Chron, xxl 


4) Zerachia . 0 f 
(To ſbew this, wedad made called n Nevnie 
e one, Me, Winde 
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paſs by, regardleſs of more than crowns, in- 
attentiye to all the grace of this heaven · cuacua- 
ting Lord (m), recall all your attention from 
ſublunary things, from every covetous purſuit 
after the diverting allurements of this earth, 
which, were ye maſters of the whole, is but a 
duſt in the ballance when weighed againſt the 
glory ta he revealed reclaim your eyes that owe 
the tribute of their moſt aſſiduous ſervice to their 
divine Opener, and ſurvey the burdened, the /uſ- 
pended, the pierced, the incarnats JEno van in 
his marvellous and ſacerdotal character of the re- 
compenſing Cd (a); ; becoming a ſervant, a bearer 
- of /in, and of the wakeful /wwerd. And for whom? 
Not for the favourite of heaven, not for the ahe- 
dient child of Gop, but for a captive enemy—for 
a convict rebel, for a worm (o), a man, that as he 
crept on this earth, on this fette of the Al- 
mighty, at whoſe look the earth trembled, feared 
not ta be ruſhed ynder his feet, but formed theun- 
equal ee in his members againſt Chriſt's 
pure and divine government. And is not this ex- 


piation 


109 To fignify this charaQter in Which « Gov, manifeſt in 
the fleſn, ori appear in, a man bare the name of 
Beanequir, the evaruate d one ol (Jab) the eſſence, or ac- 
cording: to the ſcriptural rule in Gen. XII. 32, the rye 
emptied ont of the ce. Another bore the tame of 1 
uro, the empried one of the ſelf - exiſtent efſence—a f 2 DI 
Be qut, the en * one—a fourth dw the exbaufted or reduced 


2) Treats is X _ rut of Eliſhab the. en name, 


two of the figurative priefis officiated under. 
* Jſaia 1 14.— el. xxv. 6.—Fſal. xxii. 6. 
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piatibn of juſtly-incenſed wrath entitled to al my 
reſpe& ? Stupendous benevdlence it had been for 
Gor to have reſpited ſuch a pride-ſwoln crea- 

ture for a day, an hour, a minute—to have flay- 
ed his potent hand from the immediate execation 
of his feyceff anger on nie; But be has not only 
usferrid the ſolemn execution for a time, and 
reſpited my guilty foul ; but with a fab e- 
qual to the fulneſs of FE grace, remitted my fins 
and pardoned and called me to his heavenly ta- 
ble (p). when nothing but the FELLow IR- 
80Nn's humbling himſelf, nothing but tHe incar- 
nate Je HovaAH's evacuating heaven and laying 
down à life of conſummate glory for a life of com - 

plex ſhame, nothing but his becothivig à /e vunt, 

and being pierced with blaſting reproach (3) on 
the croſs, could obtain the c pardon, and buy 
me off from the ſad and'ceaſelefs' vi of happl- 
neſs, from increafinglamentation al woe to peace 


and joy in endlifs ly. Thie more 1 dwell on 
this precious commutation of J s for man, | 


to a FLiefed fellowſhip with Chriſt, the true David, we have 2 
rege picture in David's calling the halting Mephi- 
9 K and in the parable. Lyke xiy. 13. 
90100 TA He e Hebrew name for winter is. the 25 
0 25 caſt $00 our $2 view and his followers, F. 
2 8, &c. in or er o giye us a preciſe 

—— idea of it + Hgnifying that der is to a fair charattes 
what winter, with train of ſnow and froſt and t — 2 i 
to the beauties of {.the procecipg: ſeaſon, and ta the ornamental 
folFage of the earth; oP it of the amiable; and with the 


breath of envy, as we ſay, blaſting every . 


(þ) Of this invitation of 25 balting nature of man, 
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the fuller. it ſeems of an aſperity and indignity, 
that it is not poſſible to believe of a diving per- 
ſan without a ſort of relufance in the heart tg, 
aſcribe them to him. For we are led ta ques 
ſion how this reverſe of pure and glorious at- 
tributes, which it is extreme injuſtice and biaſe 
Phemy to aſſign to a divine perſon, as he is ig 
himſelf, can belong to him with any equity and 
propriety. But however irreconcileable this pas; 
radox may at firſt appear, ſee we not the im- 
portant /olution ſtand in the wiſdom of the ever- 
laſting Gop? “„ Hz, Gop manifeſt in the 
fleſh, became the SURETY (r),” is the language 
of 88, And « Hz that is Sag v0 for a 
ranger ſhall ſmart for it,” is the decree of the 
judge of all the earth. Then however yoluntarily 
he aſſumed this character in the fleſh, however 
free he was in himſelf from every unfayoura- 
ble charge or imputation z it is certain this cha · 
rafter brought on him all the ſeyere obligationg 


of the, ſponſor, made him ſubject e 


cies z diveſling it of its bonaurable ſpread ; and inſtead of glory, 
bringing a nipping coldneſ; upon the budding virtues. 
reader from this rough ſketch, may poſſibly collect, at leaſt, 

propriny of the divine drawing. And whilſt it gives him a fur- 


t eaves priority of the SS in this point of j 
l r wall ani , 1235 ſhew bum alte wit 39295 
he muſt expect from the 1 2 world, and the neceffi 
there is for his abiding in Cbri, that he may fand this worſe 
than winter's blaſt ; chat be may ba rev iſted with the Ig o 
Gop's'\caunrenance,, and\bring forth fruit unto, be{ineſe, Dei 
muſt own it is but natura to c a ſpring after a winter, .: 
(* Heb, vi. aa. ? (s) Prov, xi. 15.5 
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| of a ſurety, and liable to all the demandi an in- 
| fnitely-exact juſtice had upon the 2 ranged bu- 
| man nature he was become reſponfibl le for. And . 
| | - whien thou conſidereſt him, m my foul, As he is, 
revealed in the chriſtian ſcheme of grace, i. 7. 
not as he is in himſelf, but as thy SURETY GOD 
(?), ſtanding for thee in the front of divine di. 
pleaſure in the day of wrath—when thou recol- 
lecteſt what a ſhameful imputation thy nature l. 
boured under, what demandi the righteous] Lok 5 
had upon it, and what offenſroe circuinftances, 
and penal indignities it merited, ſay whether 
there is not as eminent fitneſs in predicating 
theſe things of this holy perſon, i in his, acquired 
character of ſurety, as there was love in his volun-. 
tarily aſſuming it with all its humiliating penal-' 
tiles; as there was s juflice. in the formidable execu- 
tion of them? For grant him to be a ſurety for 
man, grant him to be the retributor of © life for 
life,” and what ſhould he in j»/tice do, and be 
but what we ſhould have done and been ? "What, 
But be reduced to that ſad ſtate we deſerved to 
have been brought to; to ſojourn under the full 
expanſion of the wrath of Gop; Since then this 
is pure and unexceptionable ju/tice,. ſhall there 
be found 1 in me ay 88 hiding itſelf un- 
1 | mv 7 n 10 der 


AM, bart | 1 $4.11 04) an YorFir £2987 
00 However new and anworranteble this attribute 
appear to a modiſh and arfanized \faith, if my reader 
lien to David, he will hear him calling upon Jznovan „ 
with all the ferwency of defire, to be his SuzzTY, Pſa 
cxix. 122, and of courſe, to take bit obligation upon him. 
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der a diſguiſe of piety, any unwillingneſs to con- 
ſeſs this divine offerer to have ſuſtained the hu- 
miliation which I ſhould otherwiſe have been 
liable to in my own perſon ? Forbid it, heart- 
engaging Lord, forbid my being ſo much taken 
up with the ſad variety of outward indignities, 
which my Saviour bore on the part of (u) ſea- 
like raging men, as to overlook this demand of 
juſtice, this wondrous humiliation of the holy 
nature in him, which conveyed a divine and ine- 
ſtimable merit to his obedience : it being evident- 
ly in this view the perfecly- atoning ſervice of our 
reconciling Gop—the reſtorative loving» hind- 
neſs of JE Hov AR, which the Spirit of Chriftfays, 
by David (x), he declared or made manifeſt : — 
the world-rejoicing and everlaſting righteouſneſs 
of Gon; for the ſake of which, «© the Loks is 
well-pleaſed,” (y) and by which this ever-amia- 
ble perſon is become, as he is called, JEHovan 


GUR JUSTIFIER or JUSTIFICATION (a): 
8 JC. cloath- 


Cu) The enmity of wicked men, by the ſuſtaining of which, 
together with the wrath of Gov, - Chrift was to re 
wwaſbed from our fin, is compared to the — waters 
Pſal. xviii. 3.—XxXiv. 5. &: to a troubled ſeaIſa. Ivii, 20. 
to waves, Exek. . : 

(x) Pſal. Ixxi. 15. | 

(y) up xlii. 21. 

2 y this name it was foretold be ſhould be called in 
the Day of grace, Fer, xxvi. 3. which the reflex light of the 
ſhadowing legal diſpenſation was but introdsFory to. 
this righteouſneſs (compared to the 2 is naturally re- 
preſented to ſhine out and min;fer on this day as a ſun, in 
order to be that brigbener Mu in the 3 ſyſtem, which 
the viſible ſun is in this natural world, 
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eloathing us, as another fun, with what brightens 
up our gloom and clears our black · charactered 
nature. Rather when I contemplate the humi- 
liation of the pure and ſpotleſs (a) manhood of 
Chri/t, may it lead me to admire alſo the peace» 
bringing condeſcenſion of the Divinity in him, 
fubmitting to be reduced ſo low for me, in con- 
ſequence of the wrath of God's falling upon my 
furety, the whole Chriſt (b)! Or, to ule the ſa- 
crificalyle, when I ſee the Fews and Heathens, 
the ignorant executioners of God's ſentence ( 

binding the ſacred victim, and with the point 
ſpear piercing his immaculate ſide, may I have 
reſpect alſo to the fre of Gop's righteous indig- 

= nation 
(a) This our Saviour was. The ſons of Adam indeed de- 
rived from him his. corrupt and poiſoned conſtitution of body 
and foul, Pſal. v. g,—xiv, 1.— Rom. iii, 13.—Pſal. Wii. 4. 
had evil in td them, by the improper matter vy 
n fed upon, Gen. iii. and they are on this account ſub- 

12 to incitements diFerent from thoſe which exiſted in man's 
incorrupt ſtate. But the manhood of Chrif, though made of 
a woman, made under the law, and ſo the ſon of Adam, 
was yet by a miraculous operation, like to that which form- 
ed the j man, framed out of the nature, under the im 
ration of fin, to be an boly conſtitution, free from the irre- 

ular movements our corrupt frame is liable to, and therefore 
not ſubje to thoſe inordinate paſſions which are the teſult of 
the ſpirit or influence af this world, acting upon our diſerdered 
nature and which lead men to approve carnal gratiſications in 
preference to /piritual things. O may Go p by the faith of his 
Holy operation give my reader bis earneſt, a birth from this 
7 tion of mind into a participation of the new ſpirit and 

fe of Chrif, that he may partake of his incorrupt and glorious 
_ alſo in futurity. | 

(6) This is the la of our lit in one of her creeds, 
where ſpeaking of our ſurety it deſcribes him as being Go» 
and man, and of biſhop Latimer in his ſeventh ſermon before 
king Edward. "AN | 
(e) Act iv. 28. 
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nation falling from heaven upon the attar, which 
fan#ified the oblation, upon the divine incarnate 
- ſurety, as once fire fell from heaven on the 
Levitical facrifice upon the altar. For talk men 
of lee Was ever love equal to this of the incar- 
nate JEHOVAH, becoming not only a SER · 
- VANT, but (ſtrange (c) report to be credited) a 
ſervant miniſtring to man? No, it is impoſſible 
to be equalled, becauſe of the incomparable 
. dignityof the lover, and the vileneſs of the ob. 
je& beloved. An indifferent heart is not leſs - 
inferior to ſuch ardent affection, than this would 
be to the conſummate diſplay of divine love. In 
the ſuppoſed caſe, the be/oved would be a tranſ- 
greſſor againſt man; in this, the is an offender a- 
gainſt the Lox Þ of heaven ln the former, man 
is the lover; in this latter, the lover is the mighty 
Go, the life-giving ſus of right-ouſne/s (d). O 
powerful force of love / how eminently is it ſeen 
operating in the Sa viouxꝰs breaſt: overèoming 
every ene of ſhame, and bringing him 

82 who 

Ifaiab Ril. 2. 


c 
01 I need not take wp my reader's time with proving that 
vine light is repreſented under the character of a lover : 
fr he e will ſpe beautiful inſtances of this in Cant. ii. 4,—1/a. 
Iii. 5. — Fer. XXxxi, But I may obſerve, that the Hea- 
ens Ted lainly to dae had their notions of of the bamiſbment of 
their Apollo, their £ ted, the material ſun or 7ighr, to 
he ſheep on the ea d of his being overcome by their god 
of . — — — Cupid, Ovid. Met. 1. 
corrupt ed traditions about the humiliation of the rru⸗ 
tight, 25 700 his vari - working love for his chured. 
or can propriety of this 
tation — ever look r G Gos to love them, Love being a 
word that refers us to natural affeftion for our idea of it. 


out paſſing through, and if I may be allowed the 
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who overcometh all things, even the victory of 


Jrael, to be the ſuitor of his creature, With 
what pious ſollicitude then ſhould I not bow be- 
fore HIM who is love: pure, holy love! How 


ought I to intreat him to pierce my heart with 


a feeling of this unequalled affection, to immflame 
me with a deſire to enjoy my inviting LoxD 
in all the fulneſs of his engaging grace; and to 
rule with his ſweet dominion over my thoughts, 
and words and works, that every other conſide- 
ration being ſubdued by its all-conquering power, 
they may yield this heavenly ſellicitor of my heart 
a pleaſing though imperfe& ſer vice. 

But may not ſome object againſt this fundamen- 
tal article of our faith, that it is contrary to all 
our natural notions of things to conteive HIM, 
who is light inacceſſible to ſubmit to be thus hum- 


' Bled for man in conſequence of any demands of 
Juſtice? They may. But ſince they are willing 


to abide by nature's ſenſe of things, let us enquire 
if theſeadmirers of natural religion have not miſ- 
interpreted nature. What ſee we then in this 
ſignificant volume of heaven? We may perceive 
the light that viſits our eye, and ſheds its power- 
fully - acting radiance around me, riſes not with- 


expreſſion, without falling a ſort of ſacrifice to the 


inconceivable fury of the central fire at the ſur. 
I call it inconce:vable fury, For what propor- 
| Kon bears any fire we know. of to it? A fire 

* Lt  _0n 
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on earth burns indeed violently with its encir- 
cling flame on the pabulum or fuel it is ſupplied 
with and powerfully reduces it from its former 
ſtate of being, cleanſing gold of all drofſy mat- 


ter and remitting a finer metal. But ſhould I 


ſuppoſe all the fires on earth in one vaſt aſſem- 
blage, and all the torrid rays on Afric's burn- 
ing ſands collected to one impetuous focus yet 


fiercer than this does the ſolar" fire blaze and 


exerciſe its fury. And as the luminous ſub- 
ſtance upon its miſſion, has the powers of darkneſs 
to croſs its paſſage, ſo it is ordained that it muſt 
be a kind of ob/ation to this fire, in order to its 
acquiring the purity neceſſary to make it light 
for man; Is it not this that evidently confti- 
tutes the exhilarating beam? Or was there zo ſo- 
lar fire, would not the world abide in darkneſs, 
and all this green-clad earth with its variety of 
herbage be loſt in one common gloom? Let def: 
ſeriouſly make the reflection, and however they 


object againſt there being wrath in God's bh 


ritual œαο õ,uiu they muſt be convinced that in 
nature's ſyſtem there is a wrathful and fiery diſ- 
penſation: that it is a philoſephic truth, if there 


was no interpoſing and preventing medium, it 
would conſume the world—and that Gon now 


ſupports the earth and its off5pring by the medi- 


ating light which undergoes all the attrition of 


the central fire, to robe the outward man in its 
glory. But if this is the true ſtate of Gap's ad- 
miniſtration 
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miniſtration in the vibe world, (and that it i» 
not, what man of ſenſe will affirm?) Then how 
vocal is the ſcheme of nature of the doctrine of 
« a mediator under the character of light” in the 
ſpiritual world, and of its perfeR correſpondence 
with the natural courſe of things, ſince we ſee 
nature is a ſcheme of mediation! And how decla» 
rative is it of this Mediator's ſuſtaining wrath and 
making interceſſion for man] For if Fam to con- 
ceive of God's ſpiritual diſpenfations from his 
natural œconomy towards us, methinks it is 
plainly, but in conformity to the courſe of nature 
to admit a ſimilar mediating agent, a divine 
light, offering himſelf to receive the like, but 
larger collection of the refining fire of the al- 
 mightys wrath, and humiliated under its juſtici- 
ary power from what he was before to another 
ſtate of exiſtence, in order to riſe, as he is, our 
crowning GLogy. Becauſe a ſyſtem of things 
wherein no fiery execution is admitted, ſuch as 
that modiſh plan which deiſts have framed, and 
wherein ju/tice is ſuppoſed to have no ſatisfaRion, 
is plainly no natural ſyſtem. Nature's ſyſtem 
has a fiery agent in it. And it is not more con- 
trary to nature to ſay, that man needs not a 
glorious LIGHT to give him eternal /ife,” than 
it is contrary to all our idea of light, to fay, it 
ſuffers not, or becomes not a ſacrifice to a hu- 
miliating fre, that it may not conſume man. 
Let men then object as they may the #ndigrity 
AH. tibi of 
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of the thing, and the impropriety of admitting 
ſuch a ſupporter; it is a truth revealed in nature's 
language to all lands, written with every ſun- 
beam, that as man cannot be naturally con- 
ceived to live in ſpiritual /ife without ſpiritual 
light, ſo he lives by a glorious agent being offered 
(e) in a /ihe judicial and refining fire for him (f).” 
And whither would nature lead me by this cha- 
raFeriftic of the divine light, to whom I muſt 
be indebted for all 'the white robe I hope to 
ftand in before the throne of Gop ? Does ſhe 
not in this page of her works comment on theſe 
words? CIS, (the light) our paſſover is 
ſacrificed for us?” For ſhines not the light of this 
world a mediating oblation to the fire before the 
face of all nations, to lead them to the grand 
oblation made in God's ſpiritual ceconomy, by 
a fomular but far more illuſtrious agent ? And is 
it not a concluſive evidence of the divine original 
| 2 


(e) That the airy ſubſflance of the light (for the SS call it, 
and Sir I 2ac Newton hath proved it fo) is offered or given to 
the fire, as ĩts pabulum or ſupport is demonſtrable from a can- 
ales not burning in the ex banſted receiver, And to juſtify this 
expreffion from SS, I need but obſerve, that offerings in the 
holy fire under the law, are called TUX and DUR Azncn, 
the fered offering, Exod, xxix. 18. &c. as the retributory ob- 
lations are called S2>U Snermnn, the plural of the 
the light is deſcribed by. Pſal. civ. 2. and that Chrif, the 
light, is ſaid to have the wrath burn ( Box) e fire, 
againſt him. Pſal. Ixxxix. 47. 

Hence the word TW Jen r, that is applied to the re- 
Fring of things in a furnace, in order to ( Bes) — and 
(T5 Lexen) to whiren them, is uſed to give us natural ideas 
of the purification of God's people, Ezek. xx. 38. which is 
faid to be effected by fire, Iſa, ix, 5,—Xx, 17. 
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of the chrifian ſcheme. of ſupport, for the cre- 
ature nature in her preſent courſe, thus to hold 
out © life by the bright oblation of a glorious 
luminary.“ For whilſt, ſhe demonſtrates. the 
unexceptionable fitneſs of the holy diſpenſation, 
by ſhe wing us in this ſcene, a ſimilar one, are 
we not directed by it amidſt our enquiry in ber 
ſchool after truth, to the Mediator of the new 
heavens and earth (g); to JesUs, made perfect 
by ſuffering ; to the true Abſalom (b), the Fa- 
4 | ſs 1 IT THER, 


(g) The happy ſp:ritual diſpenſation provided for man is 
mol expreſſively repreſented to us under theſe images of a 
new beaven and new earth, Tſa, Ixv. 17, and by the name of 
the kingdom of beaven. Matt. iii, ii, iv. 17. And what is it but 
a natural notion of things to admit heaven and an earth for the 
ſupport of life in a future ſtate z when it is by a /ike proviſion 
Boy ſupports us in bit? PLL PO AR - 851 

(5) This is the meaning of the name of Abſalom >\5WAK 
the type of Cbriſ. It is rendered indeed in concordances and 
diflionaries, the peace of the father. — But this verſion 
franſpoſes the original words, as if they were Snerun AB 
a Sw, whereas as ſtands firſt and ſignifies the FA TTA, 
and Suel um has the laſt place and ſignifies peace or RI TAI1- 
nu rox. Forif we conſult SS about the meaning of the word, 
it informs us Pſal. vii. 4.—XXxXxv. 12. that it denotes ſuch a 
commutative act as makes a return to another for ſomewhat - 
ceived, by way of $11 Genet recompenſe : Pſal. cxxxvii. 8. 
ſuch as Foſeph's brethren were charged with making Gen. xliv, 
4.—according to works, Pſ. ii. 12,—Ex. xxi. 36. ſuch a ſubfti- 
tuted retribution, as the owner was to make (4#]orod'id\op) 
when he ſhould give an „ ox for an ox and life for (F 
Tnenern) life ;'* or Jud. i. 7. as Adonibezek owned he had of 
Gop, when be was ſerved as he had ſerved orbers ; or ſucha 
recompenſe as was offered in the ( οτ Suer min, peace- 
offerings, or as it had better be — recompenſing or retri- 
2 roy by fire under the law, thas made amends 

e harm done (as our tra ſlators very expreſſively render 
the word Lev. v. 16. and was not to be eaten on the third 
day, Lev, vii. 8. and was to be perfeF and without blemifo — 
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THER, theReTRIBUTOR, the ſon of David,” 
unblemiſbed as he was, yet bearing fin, and ſub- 


mitting, in order to bring many ſons unto glory, 


to undergo the divine indignation ; as the auxi- 
liary light of this world does the ſeverity of the ſe-· 
lar fire—an indignation, with whoſeaſperity com- 

Ttt ' pared 


be accepted, Levit. xxii. 21. and was to be imputed to him that 


offered it. Levit. vii. 18. Particulars that merit a pecu- 


liar attention from Mr. Taylor, and indeed from all the diſ- 
ples of Socinus : who, whilſt they own the figurative meaning 
of the law; deny the prefgnified oblation, Cbriſ, our peace, 


to be what its fᷣgure is expreſsly called, a reti ibutory ſacrifice 
that makes. amends for injuries done. In ſhort, _ de- 
notes the father who makes ſuch a retribution or anſwers ſuch 


a drought, as is made in this circumſcribed ſyſtem by the fire 
upon the ſubſtance of the heavens : it being dravghted out at 
the fun to replace every diminution of light. For Fob ſpeak- 
ing of this drazght ot the light from the ſun, as well as of the 
repleni ſping the ſolar fire with the draughted- air in the big 
bea vent QD Mea vn) fo as to preſerve concord and 
peace, &C. xxv. 2. deſcribes, it by the word dw SneLM.:The 
Pſalmift alſo ſpeaks of the light as a raiment, (a 1 SAT- 
MeT) that is drawn forth, as the SxeL Tr) ſpoils or tim of 
beaſts are by ſeparating in ts drawn forth from the 
beaſt to cover our bodies. civ. a: from which perhaps came 
the Egli word, Sbell. And the church in the Revelation 
of St. Xii. 1. is ſaid in alluſion to this, to be cloathed 
with the ſpiritual ſun or ligbe that is drawn forth to repair 
our loſs, and to make amends for our harm by a trial, 
as the light of this world is replaced on our bodies by a like de- 
duct᷑ ion the ſolar fire. So that the name An ATLom, 
the FA TER, the RxTaIinvuToOR, is deſcriptive of a natural 
character, which the created ligt of this » draughted out 
to replace things as they were 


we find in the ſor of David, under this name, one who was 
indeed eminent for perſonal form and excellence; a Sam. xiv. 
25. being without blemiſh from the ſole of bis foot to the crown 
of bis bead; who xv. 2, 3, 4 and g, — 2pm oy 
tenderneſs for people, and a defire to take their cauſe in 


hand, when there was none appointed of the king to hear them, 
— a lead of foul rebellion, was 


juſtly 


drew upon his unblemi ſpcd 


ore the fell of the earth into 
darkneſs (ſee page 70.), yet gives us a beautiful idea of. And 


Sm — — — — = 
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pared the ſun's moſt ;nfuriate fire is feeble, and its: 


fercęſt eruptions cool? So that a man muſt eraſe 
this diſpenſation of glory by a faffering light 
out of nature's ſcenes, or own it is but in con- 
| formity to it that we conceive a lie procedure 
in Gon's ſpiritual ceconomy—2a converſion to 


juſtly numbered with the-tranſereſſors, was prerced on a tree, 
and died an accurſed death. For it is written, ** curſed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree. Deut. xxi. 23. And does 
a review of him in this compound character of an «nble- 
mi ſbad brauty and a bearer of fin and rebellion,' at a time wher 
he was in oe love, 2 Sam, xiv. 33. raiſe up no ro- 
membrance of a ſimilar event in my reader's heart? Were 
we not told that this was a prefigurarive character, a ſacred 
graving, Rom. xv. 4. and had we no reſerence to it as 
cal and deferiptive of another S-ui/ar. perſon, can any one 
has ever read the goſpets, even the greateſt enemy to the fps 
rative ſenſe of 88, Abſalom in it, and not acknowledge 
there is ſo eminent a correſpondence between h character and 
that of our adorableRncomyaNstR p— + in ahprhegys ng 
ing to. bear fin, when he was-in his Farber"s love, that rbre 
might have been well employed to delineate that to the ming; 
A Mediator adorned with every perſonal exceltence of body, 
of an' irreprebenſible form and anparallelled beauty, drawing 
fin upon him out of an avoroed ion for — 
in the attempt, and Banging. on a tree; and this r the 
name of the FA THERA, ETRIBUTOR, and thus 
an accurſed death, are particulars ſo plainly pertinent to bees, 
that perhaps it may be hardly a queſtion with my reader, 
whether-the one is not purpoſely recorded to give us, not a. 
deſcription in vords, which are liable to be interpreted, but 
a reprefentation, ina ſeries of /a#?s which cannot be miſtaken, 
of the complicate character, which Cxxz18sT, the ſou of Da- 
vid, lived and died in for bis brethren, But we have expreſs 
evidence from Ss of its being this figure, to give us an idea 
of Chris more amiable character. e as to Abſalom's 
name, we find Cbriſ called, in one verſe in Iſatab, ix. gt | 
the tavo words (of which it is allowedly compounded, 
Due As and >3U Sneim:) au iy Ov As the inſtituted or 
verlaſfing Fa rA, the prince, the . Snetn, 
the ReTzxin3yuTOR or PAC. And conſequently ” his 
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Inperior glory by the divine light, Jesus, ſacri- 
Feed for us. For thus eminently does nature at- 
teſt that it is in conſequence of /iufering we are 
to conceive the divine light riſing to be our 
glory. And it is to this circumſtance in nature 
the SS refer my ſoul for her idea of this inte- 

Tet 2 reſting 


being thus called an Awsar om, we are referred to the per- 
fon, who dore the oand title, for an idea of him, as 
much as promiſing an David in Exel. xxxiv. 23. was re- 
ferring men to the David for an idea of him, that was 
prophefied to ariſe and rey over his Iſrael, (See the note 
page 478.) For to me is a fair concluſion. And tho“ men 
are aptto ſay a man is another Ceſar, Homer, or Seneca, who 
is /ike to any of them in one circumſtance of brawery, or poetry, 
or ethics, Yet in the revealed delineation of ſpiritual perſons 
and characters and actions, it is clearly otherwiſe, no incom- 
plete figure, nownfinifſbed form can have a place in the divine 
ſyſtem, any more than it can in the natural world. For 
whatever is referred to as a figure is ſo in all its circumſtan- 
des, in all its particulars, as I have before remarked, unleſs 
there is in the context an expreſs /imitaticn of it to ſome one 
circumſtance. And as to the latter title Set u , the Rx 
TRIBUTOR or perſon drawn on for man, it is repeatedly gi- 
ven to Cbriſ, whom the goſpel ents to be theFaTurr; 
Jobs xiv. 9. calling us the chi of the /ight, xii. 36. as 
well as our Px ACE, Eph, ii. 14.-Pſal. Ixxxv. 8. He will, 
reveal the peace, the RxTxInBUTOR to his people: and 
Zec. ix. 10. to the nations. In Iſa, xlii. 19. we find him 
thus characterized, who fo blind, (meaning to man's of- 
fences) as the & Mesnrem, R:zTRIBUTOR Of MAkER 
of RxeTaIBUTION, and blind, as (O wonderfully. meritorious 
name!) the SSM YANT JzHovan.” And the time of his ad 
vent is called Iſa. xxxiv. 8. the year of recompenſes or the year 
of retributions for Zion, as well as the day of the Lord's ven- 
| geance, the year of making amends, of making ſuch a retalia- 
tion, as the wicked that borrowerh doth not make (La Sner u 
Sw ,) Pfl. xxxvii. 21. of fuch a retribution as the wi. 
dew, our type, was enabled and ordered by Elijab, the fi- 
gure of Chriſt, my Gov the eſſence, to make, under this word 
, 2 Kings iv. 7. in full payment of her debt, And 
laſtly, 1ſaiab ſays, ii, 5. that Y Muses, the means of 


con- 
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reſting particular, For “ my light“ I have 


obſerved is the gracious title he bears—the moſt 
amiable office he miniſters in, in the ſcriptural 
ſyſtem. To apprehend then the idea the word 
conveys, am I not plainly ſent to what /ight is 
in this world, and to believe Chrift, the moſt 

il- 


converſion, | this draught upon or recompenſe due from us 
was upon bim: deſcribing him in the character of one who 
was thus made our peace, by having the h the demand 
made upon him. And the circumſtances of Abſalom in this 
character, ſuch as his b/rth in a time of enmity, 2 Sam. c. iii. 
1. his being deſcended, tho* with an unblemiſbed form, from 
a crooked nature (Maachab) vi. 3.—his attempt even unto 
death to deliver the people from the legal dominion, xv. 10. 
and his ſtanding for a criminal, in conſequence of a profeſſed 
wow to be r him ver. g. and at a time when the 
2 were pronounced by Gop's command upon David, the 
beloved—xvi. 14. his having more ſlain by the tree than by 
the ſword, xviii. 8. his ſatisfying the law and being pierced, 
but not without a franſgreſſion of his legal father's command- 
ment concerning him, ver. 5. and his death's turning the 
ſalvation into mourning, Xix. 2.—theſe, I ſay, are finely pre- 
dittive of the time oi the hirth of the true ſon of David, 
Chrift of the perwerſe nature of whom he came as touchin 
the fleſh, tho elle. of his gracious purpoſe, tho” he di 
fer it, to deliver us from under the dominion of the law, Rom. 
vii. 4. when there was none to belp—of his being made fin for 
vs, in conſequence of his voluntary wow, P/al. xl. 7. and when 
the curſes were inflicted upon human nature in the beloved ſon 
Gal, iii.—of the enmity*s being ſlain by his croſs on the tree, 


Epb. ii. 15, 16.—of his not being pierced by men, tho' ſtand- 


ing for a criminal in his Father's eye, without their tranſ- 
refirg Gop's commandments, A#s ii. 23,—v. 30. and 
f. ly, of his precious deatb's indeed turning the ſohoation 
obtained by his croſs, into mourning to all the people. Zech, 
xii. 10. For however intereſted men are in the victory and 
ſalvation obtained for them by the death of Chrift, however 
they may and ought to rejeice in the deliverance it has wrought 
for them, by putting a fniſbing ſtroke to ſpiritual rebellion 
in his own ſpotleſs perſon, and taking away their ſin: yet 
what ſoul can conſider whoſe life muſt be laid down, can "o_ 
| t 
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illuſtrious ſource of glory, to be in the ſpiritual 


ſyſtem, what the natural light is in this? Doubt- 
leſs I am. 80 that. whilſt nature demonſtrates 
againſt the ders that it is an appointment wor- 


thy the divine wiſdom for H1M, who is our de- 
livering 


it is the life of him who was ſpotleſs and undefiled in his own. 
matchleſs perſon which muſt be lovingly ſacrificed to be our 
Mediator, and this, under the character of a criminal, and not 
be touched with a compaſſionate feeling for his caſe ; not ſor- 
row for the unblemi ſbed princely ſufferer, not mourn his ingle- 
rious death for us, not lament the means, whilſt he thankfully 
receives the end of them, the victory through our Lox v 
xsvus CuRAIS T. As to my own part, I cannot read this 
5 without finding myſelf, as it were, in Calvary's mount, by 
the ſuſpending tree, whereon the ſon of David, Ixus, my 
Mediator bled, under a load of ſimilar guilt for me: without 
bearing a part in the ſorrow of Mary e me- 
lancholy occaſion, tho' I am but, like her, a beh afar 
off. Mark xv. 40. And when [I hear the porhetic exclama-. 
tion which the /egal nature in David (whom the curſes were 
laid on by Gop's appointment) makes, on the Farnzz RI 
TRIBUTOR'S laying down his life in ignominy under this 
accumulated guilt, (O, my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon : 
would Gop I had died (for thee) ine, of fhee—lO 2 
my ſon, my ſon !**) I am carried by it to the gracious words 
that dropped from mouth of thotrue kabuid, Chrift, bear- 
ing the curſe for us, when, whilſt the FaTxzn, the N. 
TRIBUTOR, in him, (even the Divinity, who became the 
ſon of David) ſuſtained on the tree the weight of fin, he chear- 
fully reſigned himſelf to God, as a ſacrifice in the ſtead** 
of the imputed rebellious body. - So beautifully does David 
rebearſe in dis perſon (as the Maſiab or Chrift of Gop in a 
feure, and witb a /ike heavenly- wrought ſpirit,) our Sa- 
wviowr's refignaticn of himſelf to die in his er of the 
David or beloved of God, “ in the ſtead*” of the criminal 
he was by eſtimation, as a retributor, Perhaps my reader 
may not readily come into this notion, becauſe of its being 
cpparently unfit to look upon a perſon in a rebellious 
as a repreſentative of our Saviour, And to remove the objec- 
tion he may have to it on this account, I muſt obſerve, the 
argument before uſed to juſtify the iety of David's be- 
ing ſo will alſo eſtabliſh the of this, For it is clear 


1 
| 
: 
| 
' 


I s10 ES: 

'#pering SON (i), to paſs through a fre · lil 
wrath, in order to mediate between its violence 
and us and to tranſlate us from darkneſs to 
light; I find the 88 atteſt the reality of this il- 
luftrious oblation in Chriſ, the light, and refer 
me to this natural diſpenſation of the material 


fire, that reduces what paſſes through it from the 
ſtate 


chris bore our fin and rebellion, took it upon his own per- 
fon, and ſuffered under the load. Conſequently nothing could 
give men an idea or ſimilitude of this unſeen event in futurity 
that was not ſimilar in its circumſtances. A perſon then 
voluntarily contracting fin for another, and fo deſerving condem - 
mation for ſuch fin could be the only pointing employed to 
deſcribe Chris ſubmitting to have a /oad of guilt for men 
ed to his perſon, and july ſuffering under it. And no 

rs could expreſs his own perſonal undeſiled nature in the 
midſt of his ſufferings, but Abſalom's un blemiſbed excellence of 
| body on the tree. He is ate, becauſe he was chargeable with 
in on his ſpotheſs perſon. For my reader muſt remember, all 
true ideas are to be taken from 2bingr, and conſequently only 
from types or prints where the originals are not preſent. And 
when men did vo attend to the idea of the true /ight's ſuffer- 
ing and taking exr imputed blackneſs upon him, according to 
his on by Feremiah viii. 21.—*©for the hurt of the 
daughter of my people I am black;“ to the idea which the 
natural light ſuffering the fire and taking the fain of our dark 
Kate gives us, is there not abundant love in Gop's thus re- 
ing theſe repreſentations of this grand ſcene of mercy tomen, 

which they could be informed: and in thus ſupply- 
ing us, as in bis ſyſtem, ſo in the ſpiritual one, with ſucceſſive 
manifeſtations of ſpiritual IIb: for the ſupport and b of 
the inward man in the knowledge and life of Gop ;; Is there 
not an eminent wi ſdom in the courſe of his providence, that 


Siler things ſhould be freely tranſacted which might be thus 


advantageouſly uſed by his Spirit to the edification of poſteri- 

? And does not an indiſputable evidence of the truth of the 

and of-the'chrifiian f ariſe from the amazing correſ- 

there is between the diflant facts. 

(i) Henee perhaps the beathen ſtory of Herenles, their 
index terre, the avenger of the earth, a ſon of Jupiter, dy- 
ing by fire and by the cloatbing he received from his ſpouſe, 
x y to his derficatron, which he is ſaid to merit, æc. 
Did. Metam. Lib. g. | 
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ſtate it before enjoyed, for my idea of the terri- 
ble aſperity of the humiliating wrath which he 
ſuſtained for me, and by which he was per fected 
to be my light. 

And ſhall we in this chearful: hour. view the 
glory, that is ſignified with great propriety to bs 
conſequent to Chriſt, the trus light, after his ſuf- 
fering a wrath like that of the ſalar fire; ſhall 
we behold, in the (4) clearne/s of this body of hea- 
ven, a glimpſe of the purity which he roſe with to 
deliver the fallen world from the power of dar. 
nefs, and not on that 181. event, far furpaſy- 
ing every ra of worldiy felicity, is worthy to be 
received into our memory with all the tribute 
of praiſe we are capable of hymning out? For 
if the riſing of the material light from the de- 
youring fire ſhall be welcomed by the ſymphonic 
aviary of the fields and woods—how agreeable is 
it to the &nown courſe of things, that upon the 
aſcenſion of the true light, men ſhould alſo /pea# 
with tongues and declare the wondrous works of 
Gow? (1) If the far of this world meets with a 
returning concert of melodious yoices; when its 
light ſhines and its beams glow only for a tranſient 
exiſtence, ſhall man be dumb to whom alone its 
fair commiſſion runs as an expoſifor of 88) ſhalt 
he be ſilent to whom every ray glances an illuſ- 
tration of Chriſt, and ſhines out his reſurrection 
in the n * light of the world ? No. If 

| there 


(k) Exod, 1 10. 0) Aa l. 4. 
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there are no hymns of praiſe to the true G Lok v, 
Chriſt, in dour little world, it is plain we have 
not received the light of his countenance, And 
yet men may here ſee the eminent fitneſs of the 
one event determining, againſt all objection, the 
propriety of the ſimilar proviſion of the tri- 
umphantly- aſcending /:ght of life, to redeem a 


fallen world by. For this (/) foſtering light on 


its r:/ing again from under the entombing cloud 
to revive the world, (n) does but give us a copy 
of its MasTER in the favourable manifeſtation 


of his glorious grace to humble minds. It alſo, like 


him, draws near to us, whilſt we (n) commune 
about theſe things; it would till ſay, 4+ ought 
not Chri/t to have ſuffered theſe things and to 
enter his GLoRY?” and, like him, rehear/es the 
particular circumſtances of Chrit in his character 
of light to the ſenſe of every generation. And this 
it does in ſo lively a manner, that it makes the 
unbeliever give way before it, and the apprebend- 
ing heart burn with deſire to enjoy Chrift's ſecond 
advent. Becauſe here we perceive chriſtianity 
_ preached by diſcipling nature, as an inſtrument in 
God's hands, to inform mankind. We ſind it 
enforces no, doctrine that is repugnant to our ideas 
of the divine difpenſations | in nature's n z but 


on 
) Alma 8 ſo Virg, Ae, I. ago. juſtly calls it. 
m) And S Quun' the wor for the N 
XXV. 3. RA to riſing m the Grave and the bed, 


1 Sam, xxiv. 8.—Fſa. CXXXiX, 6 6 
(5) Luke XXiV, 27. b 
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on the contrary, that it ſtands upon this retom- 
mendation of it, that it is a divine ſyſtem which 
refers us to, becauſe it applics nature to give us 
ideas of it. For does a man own the exiftence 
of a glorious being, who is {ight inacceſſible, or 
hope to live in his g/ory Then ik Bile means any 
thing, whilſt he owns he is a fle a0us being or light 
that viſited the earth, as humble as the day- 
ſpring, he muſt acknowledge he is one, who 
roſe alſo triumphantly thro' the (e) everlafiing 
deors with a like human, i. e. earthy nature 
into glory. Becauſe what but this is a natural iden 
of light? And if he owns ſuch a light, be ac- 
knowledges CHRIST. For as we may thus with 
preciſion collect from the vi/ble courſe of na- 
ture not only the n of the advent of the di- 
vine ligt, but of the circumſtances he was to he 
in, after his advent in this character, ſo we find 
theſe, particulars conſpicuous i in Cg8187 alone. 
T herefore it is not without the ffrenge/} evidence 
that He is propoſed to be the true light ; when 
we ſee his correſpondent advent and the reſult 
of it on earth, and his reſurrection and aſcenſion 
into the highe/{ heavens as certainly di/tinguyb 
him to be, what he is called, the /ight of the world, 
as the natural light is diſcernable from, the time 
and manner and conſequences of its appearance. Q 
that this demonſtration. out of nature's ſchool 
might have its due influence on every of her 


U uu boaſt - 


(e) Pſal. xxiv. 9. 
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boaſting diſciples, then, muſt they, I think, be 
convinced this ſervant ſur riſes to guide the in- 
ward as well as to ſhine on the outward man, 
whilſt the brutes derive only bodily advantages 
from its luſtre. And under ſuch a conviction 
of the ſuperior (ſervice it is of to us, may every 
admiring creature in this early hour apprehend 
-his more numerous obligations to exert every 
power of his ſoul and body, to yield unto Gop 
a greater tribute of gratitude | may he ſurrender 
himſelf as a ſuperior im/ffrument of praiſe, to 
Join.the warbling ſong flers of the field, in hymn- 
ing out thanks-giving to Gop for the 4if+- 
refreſhing period in nature, and more, abundant- 
ly more, for this glorious event, the reſurreſion 
of CHR1sT which this ſun would point out, ful- 
filling, like the moon, the almighty mandate, 
praiſe bim ſun and moon; (p) and without which, 
this world's light would have been a torment ; 
raiſing an idea of à felicity, never, never to 
have been enjoyed by man. For let the unbe- 
lever ſay, what glory can crown him, according 
to the common ſenſe of things, that is not 
obtained by a ſuffering light, or what grates 
adorn this human (i. c. earthy nature) till it 
receives the gladſome riſing of the eternal day-. 
fring. So that ſhould every faultering tongue 
be ſilent in thy praiſe, co-eſſential 'Jesvs, 
ee ee thy 
6-6 ( Pſaim cxlviil, 3. 
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(9) thy works themſelves ſtill raiſe a general 
voice * proclaim thee the lovely cauſe, ſup- 
Uu u. 2 port 


6 ) Though I apprehend my candid reader from the evi- 
22 of SS and nature admits it to be an awful truth, that, 
the great ob/ation to redeem man was the incarnate Oro- 
nr, JeHovan, emptying himſelf and ſuffering an humi- 
liation for #s—yet it may not be without its uſe to mention 
ſome of the remarkable names, which the —— priefls and 
Levites miniſtered and ſacrificed, and the ling: lived and died 
under. Firſt, as to prieſi and Levites, we them under 
the names 2 
"PARK Abija, “ the father, the (Jahor) eſſence." — 
ie Adonijah, „te LORD, the efſence.” - 
ate Azaniah, ** the bearer ( ah) the efſence.”” 
mr Ahijah, © the brother of the eſſence (or Jah)” 1 Chron, 
xi. 36, the name alſo of David's (the beloved's) 
Hero, ii. 26. 
e Eliab, © my GOD, the fotber. 
Ne Eliel, 00 00 'D, my OB. 
Ne Eliathee, * my GOD, thou,”” 
Wee Eliſhib, © the GOD of converfion,"* 
Np Elkanah, « the jealous GOD.“ 
7225 Benaiah, e the ſon of the eſſence.” 
15 3 Bachbuchia, ve the evacuated one of (Jah) the fence. jy 
pa Bucchijahu, «© the ſame. 
2 Bucchia, ** the evacuated one.“ . 
r Jchoram, *©* the exalted of ah) the Merce. * 
u Jehijah, „be living 42700 ence. 
bur Irpeel, ©* the healin .* 4 
9 Melchiſedek, 40 oY king of ri bteou ſmeſi 
wan money « the voluntary one 64504 the eee a 
yp Uzi, my th, — firong ont,” 44 
My Uziah, 7 rength or firong one of ( Jah) the e inc. 
ry « the a ee, by fre. e. 70 0 1 , 

M Sadoc, ry Juſt one. 

dx Zephaniah, « the bidden one »f (Jah) the offence,” 
TIA Sebania, ** the converting one of the efſence (Jah)."* * 
=>v Shallum, «> tbe peace-making one or Atributor,""' : 
TW Seraia, ** rhe pr — of ow eſſence (Jab).” 4 | 
nM Tahat, ** the ahbe one. 

2dly, As to the names of the kings, , 
TAR Abijah, be father, the eſſence: 2) 

VIW Adonijah, “ (fon of David, flain by Solomon the 
peace or retributor,) the Lord (Jah) tbe eſſence, ' 
wing 


Ce II — 
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port and end of all our life, and joy and peace, 


Under this world's lige „ Di 
103 oben as | 6 *Tzs 
WINK Achagiabu, ** the po//effion or po the LORD.“ 
Iwan Abimelech, en. agen 145 Of | 


"g 
WAR Abinidab, ©" my willing father.” j 3 -3 
1 X Eliakim, GOD viii riſe, 


* Elah, „“ the ſavearer ; father of ( Hoſeu) the Saviour. 
rde Ameziah, “ the firength of the (Jah) eſſence.” 
TR Zechariah, ©* the man of the efſence.”” 
pin Hezekiah, 4 the perſon laid bold of (Jah) by the eſſence"? 
IR" Jair, “ tbe illuminating one. ; 
A Jotham, be perfeed one. 
M22? Jechoniah, the prepared one of (Jah) the eſſence. 
KY Jehu, © the exiſtent one. e 
rend Jehoachas, the poſſefſion of the Lo xv. 
Puy jehoaſh, „ who has the fire ef tbe LoD.“ 
yy Uziah, „ the firength of (Jah) the efſence, ac. 
I might add other remarkably deſcriptive names, that men 
—— under the ſhadowing diſpenſation, ſuch as 
dee Abiel, © my farber GOD.*" 


"IT Jediel, “ rhe united GOD.“ 
7? Jezrahiah, ©* rhe 4 rifing one of (Jah) the efſſence,”? 
KU Uriel—““ my light, GOD." | | 
N Elijah, © GOD, the (Jah) eſſence. 
N29 Michal, “the ſmitten 0D.“ | 
bn Hiel, © rbe living GOD: who rebuilt Fericho, and 
really laid the foundation thereof in his f- born, 
1 Kings xvi, 34. | g 
vo ſoſaba, 7be fatixſoion of the eſſence (Jah). 

MANCE Seharia, ** tbe morn- like one of the cſſence (Jah). 
And however men may deem theſe names unmeaningly impo- 
ſed, it is certain, that in the ſacred grawings, the men under 
thoſe names are not unaptly introduced. For let an unpreju- 
diced mind conſider the important titles under which theſe men 
lived, miniftered, and yr oo and he will readily allow that the 
names could not belong to them in any ofber ſenſe than as 
they were to be the recorded figures of the great pri and 
ting, &c. whoſe names they bore, and as they were wemo- 
iali of what that perſon was to be, who, like them, and in 
their fleſh ſhould offer a ſacrifice, and live and die under impu- 


ted fin. And as this is the reaſon why you ſee in general the 
characters the kings of {ſrae/ lived under ſo full of iniquity, 


ſo it alſo affords us a very ſtrong evidence againſt the diſ- 
tuiſed enemies of our faith, that the true ſacrificer 2 
jo R a- 


. 
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6 Ji beauty all, and grateful ſong around, _ 
« Feind to the low of kine, and numerous laat 
& Of flocks thick-nibbling thro' the claver'd wale i 
4% And ſhall the byma be marr'd bythankleſs nas 
&« Moft favour'd, who with worce articutate ; . 
6 Should lead the chorus of this lower world? 


Forbid it, juſtifying Lozv,. and convince 


lee lr the true king of Iſrael, who was to lay down his 
fe under the imputation of all thoſe criminal charaRters, 
is a perſon of the eſſence (Jah) in the fleſh, And the peo. 
ple, that ſaw the miniſtration or ſacrifice of an Adonijab, or 
Abijab, or Abijab, muſt have conſidered them, not as the 
ſervices or oblations of the mere men they ſaw with their 
outward eye, but as the 2 of what the men were 
not, except in a flgare, as the offerings of an AdoniJab, the 
Lord, the efſence; of an Abijab the father the efſence ; an 
Abijab, and of the brother of the efſence, &c, according to 
Zech, the man that is my fellow, If my reader perceives how 
the ſpiritual import of their ſervice was thus declared to 
them in the names the men that did the ſervice bore: it will 
be needleſs to go about proving to him how much it muſt be 
darken'd by men's not attending to their meaning, and 
confidering them as empty ſounds. | 

(r) Leſt all theſe arguments drawn from nature ſhould not 
weigh with the deiſt, apd convince him of the propriety of 
anotber”s ſuffering for us, I would a ip 60 alk himſelf 
this one queſtion, whether Gov has not ordained that nations 
and kingdoms ſhould receive a temporary protection from one 
of their brethren's taking the management of the war upon 
him, fighting and dying for them, In time of war, which 
viſitation Gov mercifully keep us from, we mult ſo evide 
be obliged to ſuch a ſubSitured ſervice, that 1 — 4 may ſay, 
we muſt withour it loſe our religious and civil and liber- 


ties. But if bi is the courſe of Gop's Acton in this 


world, what room is there to inſinuate an impropriety in 3 
ſimilar ſabfiitution of our omnipotent brother, the Loz p e 
life, for our ſakes, or that it is repugnant to our natural notic 


them of the propriety and neceſity of thy (r) 
LEES WARS 


* 
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ſuffering a fire of wrath, and riſing into glory, 
from this ſcene before us, that reading thy re- 


ſurrection in nature's ſtriking characters, and 


warmed with the ſacred feelings of thy purer 
ray, they may with me hail thee, OCHRISHI the 
| | 8 divine 


of things ? When it is clear that the objection againſt the fe- 
neſs of the one would make alſo againſt the expedrency of the 
other; and borb objections be equally abfurd, And it is not 
leſs plaln, that Gop refers us to theſe natural difpenſations bf 
2 Irn ſervice ſor the good of a people, by repreſenting 
Chrift, ©* the LoD of hoſts, as a man of war—as a captain 
of the beſts of the Lox D—Exod. xv, 3.—Jeſb. v. 14. and the 
captain of our ſalvation, Heb, ii. 10. and us, as 8 re- 
deem' d out of the hands of the enemy by the Hood of his body, 
ſhed in the field of this world, I/, Ixi, 1.—Epb. i. 7. And 
after ſuch evidence, how ſhould not men bluſh to have aſſer- 
ted that chriſtianity was not a natural account of Gop's 
ſpiritual economy, and that it is matter of indifference to 
them, whether they receive this ſub/ituted king of glory 

t to ſhame for them, or not ; and that they ſhall be ſaved 
| they do but one part of their duty, and be but honeſt 
and kind to their fellows? As if it was a rational part for 
a people to be indifferent; whether they had or had not 
the ſubſtituted ſervice of their warrior, and to imagine their 
moral honeſty to one another would certainly keep an enemy 
from invading them— There are few rich unbelievers, that 
in this parallel caſe would chuſe to have nothing but their 
moral ſenſe and rectitude, to truſt to: few that would turn 


_ deifts in politics, as they do in religion, and refuſe the ſervice 


and actions of others to guard their lives and properties even 
unto death. Nor can I help obſerving that there are ſome 
traces of this condeſcenſion of the LoxD, the man of war 
who fights for us, ſuffering ſhame for the object of his love, 
the church, from the hands of our offended Gop, who is a con- 
ſuming fire, to be met with amongſt the beat ben mythologiſts, 
who, wiſer than modern ſeceders from divina religio, the 
divine religion, which even Cicero owned, thought it not be- 
neath the dignity of their nature, in his language, pugnare pro 
ris et ſociti. For we find in their fable of Mars Ultor, one of 
whoſe emblems was a Lion, according to Spon in Monefaucon, 
and whom they worſhipped as the fighter of their battles, that 
they believed him in a matter of love with Venus to be put to 


ſhame by Yulcan, their god of fire, in the face of the ſun, 
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divine SAviouR and Sun of righreob(rieſs 
redeeming us to Gop by thy blood. Rev. v. g. 

Redemption by the reſurrection of our ranſoming 
God! (i) is not this doctrine become a reproach, 
though it is the doctrine of ' revelation, and 
therefore enforced to all the ſons of our bleſſed 
church? Has it not been rejected dr explained 
away by many, becauſe it excludes man's me- 
rits? Have not its advocates been reviled with 
the moſt invidious charges and hard imputations 


of a Toland, and a Tindal, a Woolflon, and a 
Chubb? How oft have I heard the-/eheme" re- 
demption treated as an exceptionable plan and un- 
worthy any favourable regard from rational 
creatures by men that have profeſſed a high re- 
verence for the Deity? How oft, objected to as 
entirely inconſiſtent with every natural notion 
of Gop's œconomy; and other ſchemes of recon- 
ciliation, as « a ſorrow for paſt fins joinꝰd to an 
imperfeR, if but a ſincere and moral ſervice, c.“ 
propoſed in its ſtead? But may not the devil 
put on the face of an angel of light, and a look of 
ſincerity to catch ſouls? It is nothing uncom- 
mon in nature ſor 3500 to be diſguiſed under the 


eiu 


, * - : 4 


60 That this was the | belief of the primitive chriſtians [ 


may be gathered from the old Greek coin, of the year 208, 
that: was ſent. to Lipfius by Dionyfius Villerius, and has this 
inſcription, 00/48 ToAUTgoy , F Ots Aoyu—— 
© The blood of * the woRD, e ranſom ofthe world.. 
See Lipfius de Cruce, 1 1,0 | 


caſt, as ſo many ſtones} upon them by the hands 
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5 company of the apo/ils 
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faireft appearances. And can it be, that a 


ly fellowſhip of the prophets and the glorious 
5 and the noble army of 


martyrs and all the faithful reformers of our 


church ſhould have concurr'd, as theſe men 


ſuppoſe, to propagate a doctrine as the revelation 


of the Creator which he had cauſed his crea- 


ture nature and reaſoning from nature to give 


NO. countenance to, but conſtantly refute? Or 


is there any ground in nature for a reflection 
that thus bears as hard upon their wi/dom as it 


does upon their integrity? Let us enquire, left 
the moſt unnatural Hypotheſis ſhould ſteal into 


our minds under the name of a natural notion of 


things. What then have I ſeen in nature? 


Did not the diffuſive ſhade of the night fit lately 
on all the proſpet? Were not heaven and earth 
funk in the quenching glam? (5) Did not atdes 
lie compounded ; all beauty void? Was not di- 
ſtinction 1%, and gay variety one univerſal blot? 
It was indeed, at firſt, a joyleſs darkneſs, till 


the Harry lights and forerunning luſtre of the ' 


moon, befriending earth, ſhone thro' the depth 
of the filent heaven. But now how changed is 


nature on the reſurreũt ion or riſing again of 


the ſun! the glowing day is diffuſed over hea- 
ven, and the earth cleared of the incumbent 
load? a growing warmth, a fleecy ſplendor in- 
veſt it. For now the radiant /un's enthroned, 
and 

"eg 'Themſen's Seaſons, * 


* 


[ 521] 5 
and the earth below it is brought by its media 
tion or means from the ſable cinQure of the night 
into all this freely- given glory, and our bodies 
are recovered from the gloomy ſtate. And is 
not this an eminent revolution or redemption ? 


Was there ever change or deljverance in tempo- 
ral affairs or from any worldly bondage more 


conſpicuous, more intereſting than this ? Surely 
none, in the face of this ſenſible demonſtration, 
can deny that there is in Gop's natural diſpen- 
ſations a revolution or redemption by the reſur- 
rection of a /uff” ring light, provided and ſent 
for the clearance of the earth in conſequence of 
its fall, Are we then to conceive the provi- 


dence of the Almighty towards the inward man 


to be ſimilar to this beauty-beaming diſpenſation 
of his towards our outward man ; or, in other 
words, are we to take nature's ideas of it? If we 
are, how evident is it that we muſt admit it to 
be «© a ſchemeof redemption by the reſurrection 
and aſcenſion of a ſimilar but far more tranſcen- 
dent and everlaſting light in a glorified body,” (t) 
| X x x Be- 

(:) However men ſcoff d at the doctrine of the reſurree- 
tion of the body in St. Peu/'s day, I have already obſerved 
the heathens had in their mythology an account of a mian's 
being rais'd (See Ovid, Metum.) to life by a ſon of the light, 


(A ſculapius) born of a virgin nymph, (Coronis ) though he 
—— ſuffer the wrath of their ſuppoſed god, * ſor 


doing it—And I may now add, that if we ſee their Hercules, 
the vindax terre, fabled to deſcend into hell to deliver Theſeus, 
we ſee him alſo ſpoken of (doubtleſs from ſome faint notices 
of the divine revelation) under the name of Trinoctium Her- 
culem, ©* the three-night lodging Hercules,” by . 


— 
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Becauſe let ſtrangers to the common ſenſe of 
things object, as they may, againſt the doctrine ob 
redemption, I perceive this ſyſtem of nature is 
an inferior ſyſtem of experienced redemption by 


a gladning light freely provided for (O] were it 


as thankfully received by) the ſons of men,” Nor 
5% Bi | Rand 


Caſſandra, and bodily aſcending from the Tartarean 17 


as a conqueror with Cerberus in chains — And if we behol 
their Mercury, ©© Deorum nuntius, the meſſenger of their: 
gods and declarer of their. will ſpoke of as reviving ſouls, 
and placing them in bodies according to Horace : we find 
Caftor and Pollux alternately « (5 to life, Sic fratremPol- 
lex alterna morte redemit—and Tithonus obtaining a grant of 
immortality by Auroras means and Adonis, &c. And whence 
but from ſome notices of the doctrines of the reſurretion and 
immortality of the body, though obſcured in apoſtate hearts, 
come theſe phraſes in their writers er eternys, Ovid. 
Aterna Feventa, eternal youth, Cicero excitare,ali- 
nem a mortuiz—** to raiſe a perſon from the dead, — and 
reddere animas ademptas, and revocare ah inferis, and like ex- 
preſſions that are to be met with amongſt the Grecian 


And in ſeveral of the Indian nations according to the account 


of them in the Univerſal Hiſt. of Relig. \Cortmon. theſe doc- 
trines are amongſt the articles of their religion. The Bra- 
min's honour the memory of à penitent, whoſe fon was ſa- 
criſced, as many of them ſay, and ya;ſed from the dead. 
The 8:ameſe believe the death and regeneration of their deit 
as well as their regeneration with him, beſides the food? 
Se. — The Perfian Goures, who hold the ſun to be an em- 
blem of their deity and call themſelves diſciples of Abraham, 
belle ve the reſurrettion of the body as well as the fall; and 
other people alſo in America, Indeed the wiſe men, when 
they went about demonſtrating the certainty of that which is. 
"matter of faith; might well fail and, not ing the word 

from whence the notice firſt came, grow doubt ful about it. 
For though we can, when it is re „ Thew its 
with Gop”s courſe in nature, remonſtruting with St. Pas, 
thou fool, that which tbon ſoeſ is not quickened except ir die, 
vet the truth of the matter of fact reſts entirely on the far/b- 
4244 of Go p who hath promiſed it—it not hein a a 
effect, but the reſult of a promiſed exertion of divine power 
upon dead matter. 
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ſtand I ſingle in theſe my apprehen ſions of it. Per- 
ſons of allowed abilities in their ſeveral ages have 
had the ſame (v) opinion of the /ight of this world: 
therefore pretend men to embrace what ſyſtem 


of religion they may, if it is a ſyſtem which a 


ſimilar but ſpiritual redemption by the ri/ing of 
e | XxX2 a 


os As the inſpired writers evidently entertained bis idea 
of light as a material purifier, reparrer and converter, &c, with 


. 


the ig of the morn, ulimg the words WO Tx n to cler, RI 


Rer a to heal, and Jn Erex to convert, Amos v. 8. for the 
ſenſihle 7+ ponder the nat ural light, to give us a deſcription of 
the ſpiritual purifier, repairer and converter, I SU CunrsT, 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, ſo it is obſervable; that the revoltin 
heathens continued to look upon the material light in cheſs 
characters. For whilſt the Greeks deſcribed it as a ſon of their 
god, d'ioytvns os, they ſpeak of it as P@THRY@Y/05, 
2 bringer of light—as av&TS$Axay, matur, or having a _ 
rectios as the generator o the vegetable world, Hom. | 
68,—as aſcending (@goosCned]o) to a throne 49.—as 2 
xa0agwy purifier=—as AUT NHeπ⁰e an expiatory ranſoming 

——Sopborles calling him by this name which they gave to 
upiter in the planteria or ablutery vites at Athens, and allowed 
men at that time to ſwear by. The Latins too thus repreſent 
the natural light. For as we read of /abores ſolir, © the la- 

bours of the ſun, and in Virgil oi the clanſum diem, , 

the gay - light entorab' d, (buried out of fight for a time, a0 

5 to Seruius s comment upon the words) ſo we find it 

called ſur gen: on or icas ſob, the rifing ſun, nov ſol, the new 

ſun dies .renatue, the new-born day by Seneca==Tibullas aſ- 
figns to it the renovation of the years ; Virgil ſays; aurora 
reducit diem, W the day, and c/oaths the fields with 

— light, Ovid, that (refecit) it remakes the tender 

r hence Virgil alſo calls it, almus ſol, the foſtering ſan, 

And this latter poet gives it an expiatory character : for as the 

Greeks.deſcribe.it to be AuTYE5 an expiatory light, fo he 

ſpeaks of it as Aran omninu-—performing a /uftration upon the 

earth—/uftrabat , de terras——4or the heathens not 
thought it gave a to the body and a clearance from 

— bur ignorantly affigned-to it the office of the incarnate 

V's 


yand imazined it gave that Ia to the ſoul, that clear 
ance 
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a ſuffering ſun of righteouſneſs is no part of, it 
is as antinatural as it is antichrifiian, For that 
alone is agreeable to the ſyſtem of nature which 
is a ſyſtem of free redemption, and where a re- 
trieving ſcene by a riſing light, ſpringing up to 
them that before ſate in darkneſs, ſtands as emi- 
nently manifeſt to the eye of the mind, as this fa- 
vorable revolution is to the now relieved world. 
And ſay, my ſoul,. whither are we ſent by 
this golden record of the truth ls it to the 
inconſiſtent tenets of a Confucius or a Mahomet ? 
Is it to the devices of a ſelf-ſufficient Sacinus, ot 
(wonder at the ſtretch of human preſumption) 
to the ill · conceited ſyſtems of morality formed 
by a creation-boaſting dei? Be the biaſs of pre- 
judices as ſtrong as it may on their ſide, nature's 
87 and which ww only hve rom f , bg 
thing not much to be wondered at, if we conſider they had 
left the ſpiritual Trinity and worſhipped the powers of hea- 
ven, one of which, namely, the /ighr, actually does a 
2 on the body. Hence too we On ax ls + g of 
power of makiag the aapderie for nip I Haſte 


feelus expiandi Jupiter. And theſe men acted more natural 
amidſt all their apoſtacy than modern unbelievers, who rei 


«ll outward luſtration or purification or (Aue) diſcharge 
of their ſouls from guilt by the ring of a gracious redeemer 
for them. And as to our own poets, if my reader will pleafe 
to examine them or the proofs I have given from Shakeſpear, 
he will ſoon be convinced that men of allowed geni 20 5 
aſſigned to the natural light under God, the property of re 
Aoring the world to material ſplendor, by the aſcenſſon oſ the 
- wok bs day, Cc. or as Prior ſays, that «its returning * 
fire kindles day, Ce. or in the language of Thimſon | it 
dis ſeaſons, that it is the delegated ſource of gb and 4%, > 
 awerld-reviving ſun, | ö | 
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evidence will preponderate on this oceaſion: ſhe 
preſſes us to the frank confeſſion, that ſhe points 
not to any of theſe, but to the ſweetly· recovering 
ſyſtem of CurIsTIANITY, not invented by 
men, but revealed, like this goodly revolution 
in nature, from heaven, Becauſe in no other 
ſyſtem do we find a free REDEMPTION of 
the fallen world by the ResunREcTION of 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, breaking farth as the 
morning. O!] was there a traitor doubt left in 
the heart of natures humble contemplator, one 
would think this brightly-remonſtrant ſcene, 
this experienced revolution in favour of the glad- 
dened world would powerfully remove it and 
convince us that the ſcriptural repreſentation of 
the divine economy has all the marks of truth, aa 
being alone conform to the courſe of God's diſ- 
penfations in the em of nature. And it is cer» 
tain that SS refers us to this ſor our idea of the far 
ſuperior revolution ( x) wrought for us byCyrIsT, 
| For 


0K) For the word uſed in 88 is NA car, which accord- 
ing to Marias de Calaſio fignifies © a redemption of ſome 
external thing which was loſt, by a man's ſelf or © by a re- 
lation of the ſame blood, in order to recover a former 
right © in it by parchaſe, and ſo redimo, from re and emo, i. e. 
« re-purchaſe or bay again”. We have this interpretation 
it in Leigh's Critica Sacra, and 8 adds, de volt are, 
the thing's . chat brings it to its former 
condition or ſtate of being, Whence Mercer. in Pagnin ſays, 
there are ſome who make the word related to 9 4 GeLL, 
(conſequently of the ſame ſenſe, as a relation —_ WW 
blood) and to fignify, to revolve or to bring back by 4 
tion—an inheritance for inſtance, thayit may devolve to its 


4ormer poſſelſur. And he adds from others, that is hr” 


— — — —-— CO. — a 
— _ . 


| 
ws | 
1 
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| 
| 
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For as we have ſeen him called the light of the 
world, and ourſelves darkreſs, ſo the word for 
the revolving or converſion of the world, is the 
word uſed to ſignify to us this other ineſtimable 
change, this tranſlation of us from ſpiritual 


darkneſs to light. What jut objectians therefore 
is 


alſo to pollute, becanſe things rd or involv d in blood or 
impure matter are polluted — Upon which Mercer. juſtly ob- 
ſerves, Con jectur a non aliena eſt, it is not a conjecture fo. 
xeign to the purpoſe.” For, ſetting aſide that ia is not ſtrange 
in an hiſtory of a ſpiritnal revolution to CenotCit by a word of 
the ſame original with that, which {ignifies the natural rovoly- 
Intion of the carth from darkneſs to the rilily At, it is 
certain that, in the Hebr:wv, derivations of this kink with the 
& Heph inſerted are uſual. For we have FN Nag from VA. 
Nej— HND xaz from r 2 LAX from 158 
ELEK, & c. See Mercer. in Pagnin. Nom. 5999 {to which this 
word is profetedly a relation, tho it is formed with an N., 
when it is applied to the partici reyolytion we call rcd. 
tion) Ggnifies volver. to urn, or roll back, to revolve, or 
to remove by a revolntion, and it ig applie to the revolvings 
of food, &. ſprdes, * excremem”', Ge. © wolitationes 
Mercer, &c", ny. GLE is alſo uſed-for revolutions of men's 
circumſtances, ſuch as eaptivities, &c. and ) Mer I for 
a volume of a book—and- en to the revolving or nnfol4. 
ing of the volnmes or book, and ſo to revelation. Again, 
the root doubled 29379 G2L cel is applied to a wheel, be. 
cauſe of its double roll, rownd its axis agd farward — I cer 
to a wave, unday that ſupervenit „ to the re/lings or re- 
volvings of the ſea; nds convollta eftnante mari.” Joſh, 
XV. 19. to bubilings, devolvmgs or rellings of wacers. But 
what is fully to our purpoſe, 5 16eL is applicd to the earthy 
as cel GEL is to a revolying whep!, to denote the ſimilar 
revolving or revolution of it, by which it rans like a wheel. See 
Pag- 63. note (a). For we read, 1 Chugn. xvi. 31. let the bes. 
vent rejoice and the earth Tecet be gixd—but both words re- 
late not to inward joy, but to the owtggard expreſſion of it; 
and the word 53 Tecet refers to thewghfaltatory motion of 
the earth in its rounds, which was imitated amongh the hea 
thens by dancing in circles, tripudiis et valat atiomi but, (Seq 
excer. on the word )it being made by the Lexicons. affine ver- 
zum, i. ©. a word related in ſenſe, as ene man is to another 


ja 


} 
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is it liable to? It cannot be ſaid it in cn to 


nature, becauſe it is plainly ſimilar to the courſe 
of nature. Neither can it be impeached of any 
:mpropricty, becauſe there is an allowed Streſs 
in the œconomy of this viſible ſyſtem; a con- 
felled correſpendency with the pureſt wiſdom, 


in ed, and conſequently importing the revolution of the 
earth 2 that of (Oer Ger) a whee/: whence we find 
the word v1 Ger. app to the great revelution or rolling up 
of all things at the la day, when the beavens, ſpread aut 
they now are, ſhall have a revolution or turn like a ſcroll, roll. 
ed iel. Xxxiv. 4. This deduction of the ide of 
the word Crow a licht on. theſe beautifu 188, 57 
roll on Fx n0VAK-—0r have a revolution in him from 
fin to putity, or from g/oomy to ginn circumſtances; as 
the cart rolls and has a revolution on the /ight. ©* The 
of (Zion) the enlightned one ſhall have a revokution.”” Fort 
ii, 43. I ſhall have a ->wolution in the Gov: of my ſelvetion x 
who is as alight, Hab. iii. 28.—I%, xk. 16. thou 
Have a revell. ion in JBxo0vAan—the deſert ſhall have 
4,51 -extolation + be fruitful, Ce. 22 a revolution in 
4 ſalvation. Nor leſs does it illuſtrate the meaning of the 
aame; % Gar which our only Saviour, the incarnate Jz- 
novan bears. For fince it is affine wer and has the 
ſame ſenſe as 51 Ger, it plainly denotes him to be our redeem 
ing Revolver, that gives the revolution promis d to ug 
under the word vg, in the above texts, with reſpect to our 
iritual itate of. darineſ: and alienation, fimilar to that the 
Ger or revolving eur gives our bodies in this of 
nature—and: conſequer...y ropoſes to us a natiral * 
And as there is an eminent a ps. exhibiting to us 
a re r of man from ſpiritual darkneſs in a naturally-repre. 
ſeated ſyſtem of religion, it is clear from SS, that our Rx 
voLVER is not only a man, but alſo the glorious Jzxovan 
of hoſts in the fleſh, For though it is true, none but a cu 
of our nature could red-em or work a revi/ution for it, (bo- 


cauſe let the derf ous the thing that can be [by 
nec d. it is 


what has not à connec en with or relation to it 

true, no man can rc em or work this revolution for his bro« 
ther. He might with leſs difficulty make the ſun rife at mids 
night on his 


TS „ 


r and give him the grins change which . 
he hr by che rovelarien of the carb inte the! fan's luſtre, - 
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with the moſt preciſe jufice, and with the moſt 
_ amiable goodneſs. To what crafty ſubterfuge 
then can the heart of unbelief retire, when it 
is thus purſued by ſignificant nature; when this 
revolution-working light, redeeming the earth 
from'the Jlarkneſs it had fallen into, encompaſ- 
ſes man with its diffuſive evidence of the confor- 
mity of the chriſtian ſcheme to our natural ideas 
of things, in order to compel him to come into 
the kingdom of Gop ? The deiſt muſt ſurren- 
der to the force of truth, if he will not unrea- 
ſonably believe himſelf ſecure in objections that 
are fallen to the ground; if he will not abandon 
the principle he holds, namely, that what is a+ 
greeable to the courſe of nature and to our com- 
mon ſenſe of things muſt be true, beyond que- 
ſtion true. To ſtand out now is to hate the 
light. For ſhould he now urge a /elf-redeem- 
ing, ſelf- converting power in himſelf to blot out 
his cloud of ſin and ignorance, to work a favoura- 
ble revolution in his ſpiritual ſtate, without the re- 
ſurrection of the ſun of righteouſneſs, which is a 
fayourite article of his ſuppoſed natural religion, 
| | | 4 how 


On which account, as the natura light is manifeſt in the re- 
volving earth, ſo the Gon v of the Father was manifeſt in 
our earthy nature, in Cbriſ, to be our relation, GA ut 
O! how high is our calling, to have the Loxp for our 

rother ) and to be the rewa/ver of us from ſpiritual dark- 
neſs, &c. May we partake of the happy change by faith 
and of his enlightning grace here, that the Groxy of [zh 0- 
van may at the laſt revolve to us, who thro ſin havefallen 
ſhort of it; that we may be with him where he is! 


Det eta 
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how would theſe bright records, (y) the heavens, 
convict him of error ? For was it man that 
work'd or his wealth that purchas'd the change 
1 £54 y 1 ſo 


erer | 1— 
(y). By this name they are call'd in Pſal. xix. 1. The bes- 
wens are (271209 Meran) the records of the glory I no- 
van; that particularly figni/fy or relate or expound to us 
the true light in his many amiable offices, and his ſeveral gra- 
cious manifeſtations and beneficent a#ions in diſcharge of 
thoſe office with all the integrity of a faithſul ſcribe of the 
public acts of the moſt high king of heaven and earth; - with 
an expreſſion equal to that with which the fat beri der the 
noble works of the LoD to their children, Pſal. xliv, a. or 
David rehearſed Go p marvellous works or his greatheſs, bxvi. 
16. and cxlv 6.--and with characters and types not inferior 
in point of fgn/ficancy to the letter d rehearſal or book of the 
enerations of Adam, Gen. v. 1. or to the letters of the law 
ound. by Hilkiab, 2 Kings xXii. 13. or to the characters of 
the book of rbe kings, 2 Chron. xvi. 11. in which they and their 
ſeveral actions; c. were recorded. For the word O Sren 
is the word us d for aſcribe, for the rehearſal of the works of 
the Lox», and for the book or record Iſa, xxxiv. 1. of the kings, 
And conſequently when it is applied to the beawers it — 
bem to be ſimilar regiſters of the true glory, IIS CunisT, 
o called in James Ii. 1. And it is not unaptly ſaid in the al» 
monacks, if taken in this ſenſe, K 1 u 12 


TI. beben book, 1h ſtart are lerteri fair, © 
M.! Oo n is the wtiter t men the readers are. [| 


For we perceive nature, whoſe ſuggeſtions have been, unwarily, 
I hope, urged as repvgnant to the goſpe! of the glory of Gov 
in the face JR Cas T was made to be, and is ac- 
cordingly called a regiſler, a record of the Gronrovs Go 
to the ſenſes of its contemplators: and therefore muſt be a 
conſtant advocate for his truth, a public expoſitor of 88 
as a — . of things. Search — unbelievin 
man, read this Sn of nature, this regifer of Cbriſt, our hi 
be convinced that SS and nate u the dae 
all nations, and fall down . with me before his ſootſtoal in 
admiration of this bright teſtimopy of his truth—leſt when 
the heavens ſhalt be roll'd up as a (429 Syen) regiſtring vo- 
lume, thou ſhould ſt ſoſe for ever thoſe ideas and. this viGon in 
part, which we muſt have here before we can have it perficł- 
ed in à contemplation of the originals face to face in eternity, 


* 


—————ů — — — w_— 
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ſo lately manifeſt? Was it by my arm the clouding* 
night was expell'd? Was it by my ſtrength that 
" I was reflored to this blaze of glory: and by my: 
ll xeQitude or riches that my eyes were bleſt with 
3 this lovely proſpect? No. Had it been left for 
me to buy the bleſſing change, though I had been 
poſſeſſed of all the riches of the earth and ten- 
der d all the gold yet latent in its bowels, I 
eould not have proeur'd it Or had it been left: 
to me or to the united force of men with all our 
ſtrength to accompliſh the mighty work, and 
1 to convert my body into this material kingdom 
I. of heaven and to make darkneſs light, I had 
| ſtill remain'd under the night's black incum- 
bence, unapparel'd with this. encircling luſtre. 
This is evidently a natural concluſion, my out- 
ward man has us ſelf- reſtoring ability to tranſ- 
late itſelf from darkneſs to light. It is Gop's gift 
ofa miffionary light, freely riſing on the high and 
low, rich and poor, I am plainly indebted to for 
| the beautiful redemption- of my body from the 
clouding gloom into the ſplendor of the day. 
What then is it but rebelling againſt the light, 
and flying in the face of nature's ideas to predi- 
ente of man, as he is a member of the ſpiritual 
ſyſtem, an attractive merit of a brighter day 
of grace, an innate power of removing the far 
blacker cloud of guilt under which he is fallen 
and daily falls, a power of recovering at his plea- 
ſure by genances and ſelf · denials and tears a 2 


dure 
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pure luſtre to his ſoul, and of obtaining bye d 
coſtly tender, that wears a face of charity, the 
more difficult revolution from under the influ 
ence of the enſlaving powers of Yarkneſs into'n 
happy fellowfbip with the gh of (Gow's'66un- 
tenance ? Does not nature repreſent to us that 
this cannot be done by a tender of all the flocks 
on all the hills or of ten thouſands of rivers of 
oil, and that whoſoever -beheveth not (and de- 
pendeth not) ox the $0N (the true light of the 
world, for this tranſlation to light, for this call to 
glory) abideth in darkneſs? Does it not offer it- 
ſelf as a faithful expoſitor of this (z) propoſition 
of our church ? ι The condition of man aſter the 
fall of Adam is ſuch; that he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf by his own natural ſtrength and 
good works to faith and calling upon Gon ?? 
And does it not enforce the propriety of David's 
conduct? * My ſou] waiteth for the Lok 
more than they that watch for the morning for 
with him is plenteous redomption and be ſhall 
redeem Jfrasl from his troubles?” Yes, contrary 
to the invidious aſſertion that nature is againſt 
nn all thy works — out thee (incar- 

F KR yy 2 * 24 f wp 


(ﬆ) Artic. 10. bn e en 
natural ſtate to ca ling. u Gov AS — modern ſe#arjes 
do, in of our c 
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le ſervant has, and preſſing them, thro? this grace 5 


855 OD by Chriſt (into whom they were baptized ) preventing them, 


40 turn to the Lox d. 


** ( Pſal. cxlv, IO, 11, 12, : 
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nate Lond) they reveal the glory of thy kingdom 
and talk of thy power : and for this end, to make 


Lou (and give ideas to the ſons of men in or- 


der that they may have this knowledge) of thy 
mighty acts (a) and the glorious majefly of thy 
kingdom. And ſhall not our eyes be to thee, O 


Son the Lorxp, ſn of righteouſneſs, for 


redemption, when nature, fignificative of truth, 
demonſtrates that it is the ſettled courſe of thy 
diſpenſation to convert and recover: the fallen 
world from cloudy darkneſs by a r:/ing light, 
without money and without price? Yes, I am 
convinced it is thy excluſtve-attribute to make 
darkneſs light, to remove black-ſtaining guilt 
from my mind, to convert and redeem me to a 
participation of thy glory to be reveaPd. Tis 
thy beaming grace can alone inveſt our nature 
with an illuſtrious habit of purity, as thy light 
now. arrays the rich and poor. And whilſt I 
ſee nature, in the earth uplifted to receive the 
light, repreſent it to be agreeable to Gop's 
courſe of acting for to conceive. a like parental 
and human or earthy nature lift up his head to 
receive the king of glory, may I ever be found a 


partaker of this more intereſting revolution from 


ſin and guilt, that as my body is riſen unto the 


brightneſs of the day and under the infuſion of 
the ſpirit of this world, my ſoul may riſe by 
faith into an inveſtiture with thy far more glori- 


ouy 
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ous righteouſneſs, O CarisT, and into a fellow- 
ſhip with thy more convincing ſpirit; giving 
me an earneſt of that grace thy truth ſhall fully 
perfect in glory. 

For if this alteration in nature's ſcenes is wor- 
thy the name of a revolution, if it is entitled to 
our longing wif, how much greater and how 
far more deſireable is that which the in ward man 
experiences, who by faith receives the grand re- 
demption by IE SUSI If the refreſhed earth aſ- 
ſumes a new face in the ſpring under the ſunny 
bounty, if the pregnant fields, the leaf-clad woods 
and the chalic'd flowers ſwell with new beauty, 
and all, like one great altar of incenſe, emit their 
odors to the skies under the morning ligt, not 
leſs ſurprizingly chang'd would they fignify hu- 
man nature to be, on the manifeſtation of the 
like remediate ſcene of love to it, by the G Lo v 
of the Father's more wondrouſly redeeming it from 


the ſepulchring powers of darkneſs. So naturally - 


repreſented () is CHRIS on his reſurrection to 
be a nature yielding incenſe of merit to God, full 
of a fragrancy, ſuperior to that of thoſe aroma- 

ties 


(3) * A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved (David) 


unto me. Cant, i. 113. Who is this that cometh, out of 
the wilderneſs (an allowed type of this ww9r/d) like pillars of 
ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincenſe ?**_ jii,. 6. 
Until the day break and the ſhadows flee away (as they did 
on the riſing of Cri, the light) ' will get me to the moun- 
tain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincenſe, 46. my head is 
filled with dew and my locks with the coſy of the night: his 
cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, towers of perſumes; his 2 
- | * es 
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tics with which his type (c)approach'd the ſymbolic 
preſence; above that of thoſe ſweetly aſcending 
odors from the dewy morn that now regale my 
_- ſenſe; 


lilies dropping Tweet-ſwelling myrrh. v. 13.”” Senſible re- 
* of the human, f. e. earthy nature of Cbriſt on 
is reſurrection - borrow d from the natural and worldly pro- 
ducts in ibis earth under the ſun, For he is figured in Hoſea. 
Xiv. 6, % beautiful as the olive, ſweet ſmelling as Lebanon, 
and His garments in Pſal. xlv. 8. as ſmelling of myrrh, aloes 
and caffa. And in Iſa. Ix. 6. the people of Gop are repreſented 
as bringing incenſe, And in Rev, viii. 2, the great offerer is 
ſaichto have incenſe. The fweet emanations ofthe earth and 
its products under the light being all preſſed into a chr iſtian s 
ſervice, to be to him ſo — — of the more exceeding 
ſweetneſs there is in Chi to glory, K 
(e) Exod. xxx. 18. A 4 575 incenſe of ſweet ſpices, 
was ordered to be burnt the Lon p in his holy place, 
RXXVii. 29+ as a det, Epb. v. 24-—Heb. viii. g. of that 
feveeter- ſmeiling- ſavor of merit which ſhould ever be offered in 
Chriſt to Go p for us, to małe us alſo pleaſant and acceptable 
an irxenſe not to be aſſumed or offered by any but the high · prieſt, 
without deſtruction: ſee Num, xvi. 35. an incenſe which Gop 
calls mine incenſe, Exel. xvi. 18. The apoſtate heathens convin - 
ced they wanted ſomething to make them agreeable, burnt 
theſe to their deities, For as Virgil ſays, Juno had a temple, op - 
bentum er numine Dibæ, 3 in that of N, ( Centum- 
e Sabeo thure calent aræ. Claudian allo ſays, 1. 1.“ Lau- 
dibus Stilicon, Thuris odorati cumulis et meſſe Sabeea pacem con- 
ciliant are." And when men forgot or ed nature's 
ideas of the more than incenſe-ſweetneſs they were tobe 
made aceeptable by being not in rhemſelver, but in one Chrif, 
as the incenſe and ſpice and aromatics men uſe for like 
ends are not in their perſons but in the one earth, was it net 
a merciful proviſion for Gop graciouſly to give them freſb re- 
preſentations of this ſolemn truth, by furniſhing the 2 
the figure of Cbriſ, with pure incenſe of ſweet ſpices that was 
to aſcend like Noah's ſweet-ſmelling ſavor, continually before 
him on heir behalf, making atonement () covering and 
fo preventing the offenfive ſmell of fin ? Nomd, xvi. 47. O 
may we, who by nature MK) NATen are ftinking, more 
than ordure, Pſal. liii. 3. plead the merit alone in Chrif, 
.compar*'d to the ground he hath _ _ Ixxvili. 69.— 
Heb. ix, and feek in him alone what ' top hy 
-our fin, and make us 5 le than 
the fmell of Lebanon before Gos. 
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fenſe ;/ and far tranſernding all the balmy exhala- 
tions of the ſpicy . For is a man bleſs'd 
with the reviving diſpenſation of Gop in the 
ſpiritual world? According to nature's expreſs 
ideas of the conſequences his underſtanding muſt 
have a light, and his ſoul a purity it was before a 
ſtranger to. Inſtead of the obſcure notions he had 
of divine and heavenly things, like thoſe, a new- 
formed man would fancy of the earth in the dark, 
he muſt, under the manifeſtation of the glorious 
goſpel, abound with clear ideas of them, and in- 
ſtead of drooping under a heavy cloud of black 
iniquity and guilt witbout a ſenſe of fin, he muſt 
ſee it like the night removed and himſelf purified 
in the fuller luſtre of Gop's righteouſneſs. In 
ſhort, the frame of his thoughts muſt be as 41- 
ter d, as the earth is under the natural ſun, his 
mind be truck with new objects, and his affec- 
tions be carried in new purſuits after them, (d) 
as our bodily ſenſes are after material objects 
reveal d by the day. So that it may be truly 
affirm'd of him that he has taken a new turn, 
that be is not the man he was, but that he is a 
new man, one that is, through this inveſtiture, 
in as new circumſtances as this /ight-rob'd world 
Rin. And does nature thus powerfully fignify, 
«< that every one that is in Cyg1sT, the re- 
newed image, is (e) a new creature, that 
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« old things are done away,” and that “ all 
things are become new ?” (f) Then may I 
+; + clever 


ſtate of the Indians, &c. or the old inhabitants of this king - 
dom that apoſtatized and left the pure enlightnings of divine 
ſcience, and at the ſame time admit what I apprehend to have 
been already proved, that we, without this revelation, muſt 
have been in a lite ſtate, he muſt grant that we are indeed in 
a meaſure partakers of a happy change of circumſtances, 


however men in, (and the once regenerate may according to 


our 16th article fin) in the face of ſo much mercy. ' For how 
alter*d would the frame of Indian minds be upon their hear- 
tily receiving the chriſtian revelation and thoſe: ſeveral tranſ- 
ni ions of it from father to ſon which we have! how different 
would be their education under it, and their ſentiments con- 
cerning Gop and their ſouls z concerning another ſtate and 
their preſent duty in order to the enjoyment of it! The 
principles they would act upon would be quite the reweyſe of 
their preſent motives, and alſo the views they would act 
with They would not be the idolaters they are, but con- 
ſider themſelves as ſervants of the Lox H of heaven, entruſted 
with talents for their mutual edification as veſſels of Chr 
mercy, and amidſt all their wandrings be more enlightened 


and civilized than they are. For that all nations, who with 


all their difference of opinion receive, if but idlly, the 
revealed notices (and Mahomer's followers, like deiffs and 
Sociniant, have ſet up with them, though they do not alto- 
gether own-it and have perverted them) are more civilized 
and in general have more clear notions than the Indian na- 
tions, whom hardly a few rays of revelation have reach” 

through the apoſtacy of their fore-fathers, is a certain truth. 
So that upon the whole, Chriſt by revelation is to the under- 
Nanding wherever it is come, and however men oppoſe it's 
progreſs and diſown it's effects, what the light of the ſun is to 
the body, making as it were a day in their minds, and im- 
printing a great profuſion of clear ideas upon them, as the 
day does upon the ſenſes. O! may we, in this day of good 
things, acknowledge the grace by Chr, that we may be 
more and more made ligbt in him: remembering it is not 
for our uprizhtneſs, for any rencwvivg wrought in us, 
though cbriſtians ſeek to perfect holineſs, but for the love of 
him who hath begotten us through the travai (not of our 
ſouls, though the regenerate travail, waiting for the adoption 
they now believe, Rom. viii. 23. but) of bis ſoul, and by his 
rifing from the dead, 1 Pet. i. 3, that we are delivered from 
worle than Egyptian darkneſs, 


(fY 2 Cor. v. 17. 


> 
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ever ſtrive to be found thus newly circumſtan- 
ced in CHRIST riſen from the dead, with more 
ſollicitude than others would endeavour to be 
found in this revolved earth. Happier far in the 
endearing enjoyment of this revealed excellence 
in CHR1sT and in the % m of wiſdom : hap- 
pier far with her ornament of grace and with 
her crown of glory, tho" in a dungeon, than 
the licentious profiitutor of his mind is or can 
be, who for ſome baſe bribe of preſent gratiſi- 
cation, gives himſelf up to the flattering em- 
braces of a ſtrange opinion, or a debauching 
world (g). For felicity like this preponderates 
(+) in the ear againſt every other ſollicitation to 

Z 2 2 the 


(x) See Prov, iv. 9.—v. 20.—vii. 10. where man's ſpiri- 
tua adultery againſt Gop, the huſband of the church, and 
Caſting off his , love to icolize the natural agents and adore 
the gaudy creature, is moſt aſſectingly repreſented under the 
natural image of a ſimple youth and a flattering barlot. And 
if men in this wanton age did not ſo far forget ruth, as to 
make it a queſtion with them, whether there is any fin in 
the latter, we might have great hopes they would be con- 
vinced of the greater guilt of the former crime of gadding 
after frange gods and ſtraying from the Lond in ſtrange 

the—a crime that will be followed by this melancholy re- 
flection at the laſt. How have I hated infiru#ion and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that infiru#ed me. 
I was almoſt in all evil in the midſt of the congregation and 
aſſembly. Prov. v. 12, 13, 14. 

() 1 uſe this word rather than another, becauſe the ears, 
in the deſcriptive language of God, are called by the name 
of the ſcales of the balance, M AzN1M (a noun from d 
to lay togetber )—into which the verbal propoſals of men are 
firſt laid in order to be weighed by the mind. Gen, xxvi. 8 
And however it may have been deemed a part of a natural 
ſyſtem of religion for a man to ſet up his mind, not only . 
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the ſenſe. And tho? the body of fin abiding in our 
crucified fleſh, may now and then return upon 
us, ſo far as to add a further influence on the 
will, a further heavineſs for a night, kee ping the 
light of Gop's countenance from us, as the 
heavy night takes the ſun-beam ſiom the body; 
yet this is but to ſhew the patient believers the 

ne- 


the ballance, but alſo for the fandard weights by which things 
are to be tried, yet I conceive it to be but agrecable to our 
naturol notions of things, to ſay, that the flandurd <vrrghts, by 
which things are weighed, and the bal/ance, in which they 
are weighed, are diſtin things; the form:r being no part of 
the ballance, neither what it makes for itſelf, but receives 
in common with others from without and from authoriry too. 
Which, it true, proves it to be alſo agreeable to our common 
ſenſe, when we would weigb opinions, not to ſet up the /- 
lance of our minds for 2 weights of truth, but to take 
firſt, as all determining inſtruments do, external weights of 
truth, ordained and ſtamped by the authority of the ſovereign 
of the earth, and given in common to his ſubject ſons, and then 
by theſe true ſtandards of the ſanctuary to weigh every pro · 
Poſal to the mind, Whence, in Exod. xv. 26, the promiſe is 
to thoſe who (HN EAZEZNer) give ear, who are a ſcale to 
Cop's commandments. For if the mind has not theſe au- 
ttorixed weights of truth but uſes ſome falſe weights of its 
own device, which alone are forbidden in our eſtimates, Levit. 
xix. 35. it is no wonder, not only that things ſhould pot 
weigh the ſame with every man, as we yet ſpeak in our lan- 
guage, transferring the operation of the ba/{ance to denote 
the inviſible act of the mind, but alſo that things ſhould 
weigh with men for truth and piety as well as inter, which 
fall far ſhort, and have the urn of the ſcale of the mind in 
their favour, Nor ſhould a dei pretend to ſay he weighs 
things before he reccives them, when he uſes not the pub- 


lic weights of his divine ruler to try them by. He has ears 


or ſcales indeed, but he hears not, neither makes uſe of 
them as ſcales, And all is notions of this or that opinion or 

ice muſt, in ſuch caſe, be as much wanton efimation, as 
my notions of the weigbt of worldly things would be gueſs- 
work, which I had never eftimated by the allowed wergbers 


of the kingdom : however I might paſs it off as a reaſonable 
con- 


_—_ | 
neceſſity there is for CHRIS, the true light, to 


ſhine his grace upon them for their clearance; 
this is but to give them a bleſſed experience how 
much his righteouſneſs and relieving love out- 
weighs all the impoſitions of fin and corruption, 
and full with joy, like that which this morning 
luſtre chears the world with, effectually prevails 
in our favour, O may I be convinced of this! 
| Z 22 2 And 


conjecture or throwing together of things. For if reaſon is 
an obſerved ratio between t things (con je a) or thrown to- 
et ber, then the two things muſt (not be diſcovered intuitive- 
, as men row pretend to find out the being of Gob, Ce. 
but) be firſt. mani ſeſt from 2o:rbout to the ſenſe, as things are 
received from without and not diſcovered by the ſcale, before 
this obſerved ratio between them can ſnbſiſt in the mind, 
Whence it is, that all right reaſoning is ** obſerving the ana- 
logy or agreement there is between our conceptions of Gop's 
ſprritval diſpenſation and thoſe of his evident courſe of acting 
in the natural world.“ The one being diſcovered to the bo- 
dily fenſe, and the other to the ſoul by revelation to that ſenſe ; 
that men furniſhed with the tπ¼π ) objects might apprehend the 
ratio between them, and tb, reaſoning praiſe and adore 
Gop for the harmony of all his works, and for the juftice and 
truth of all his ways—not pretend to diſpute ther of the 
objects out of being, becauſe through ſome default they can- 
not apprehend the ratio or reaſon, And it is remarkable that 
Gov, by Moſes, bids the heavens alſo, his (D Snemin) 
natural Ciſpoſers of things in this world, be the ſcales to 
what he ſhall ſay, Deut. xxxii. 1. and like ſcales hold in them 
the amps or impreſſed marks of bis truth, as I have ſhewn 
they do, that men might ſee his revealed ceconomy exactiy 
agrees with his courſe of acting in nature —or that theſe pub. 
lic marks of truth in the ſcales of heaven might bear witneſs 
againſt them who receive ſuch ſentiments as come ſbort of this 
agreement. And it were to be wiſhed, that men, inſtead of 
ſuppoſing from a corruption of this SS, forms of ballances in 
the ſtarry heavens, a Libra, as the Rabbins, &c. have done, 
had always treated the heavens as the great ſca/-s that con- 
tain the Fandord weights, thoſe ideas, images or repreſents - 
tions by which the propriety of every account of God's ſpr- 
ritual diſpenſations is to be weigh'd. Then ſhould we not 
have 
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And when recollected {in and experienced corrup- 
tion riſe to throw a heap of doubts into my ſoul, 
whether I ſhall be able to Hand in judgment, 
may I never ſeek to prevail by deceitful weights 
of human device, by imperſe ſervices or ſchemes 
of mine — ſor deceitful weights are an abomina- 
tion to the LORD. But may I, in thoſe diſtreſ- 
ſing moments, remember this cqurſe of God 
in the natural world and his promiſe of ſimilar 
relief in his ſpiritual adminiſtration ; and may 
I /o wait for the hope of righteouſneſs by faith, 
that I may be found in CHRIST, the true gra- 
vity, (i) the divinely-appointed weight of be- 
lievers: that however deficient, (DH) I am 
in myſelf, though lighter than vanity,” I may 
thus be made weight in the ſcales of infinitely- 

exact 


have ſeen ſo many counterfeit weights abroad in the great 
market of the world, and wares of opinion and practice diſ- 
honeſtly put off by impoſing ſpirits, that come far Sport of the 
ſtandard mark, O that men had not turned the ſcale of their 
ear from attending to the grand ProJzcT of powerful lov 
Prov, xxviii. g. to ſet up the devices of their own hearts,” as 
Fanatic unbelievers or enthuſiaſts have done; thoſe pretenders 
to a divine commiſſion to work contrary to his eſtabliſn d or- 
der in nature, to act without means, to determine the guantity 
of truth or the value of ſentiments without external weights, 
merely becauſe they are furniſhed with the ſca/er—O ! may 
they hear Cbriſt, whilſt he graciouſly ſays, (** incline your 
ear) turn your ſcale tome, and your ſoul ſhall live. And may 
they have their influenced ear, together with their bands and 
their feet, that have been employed in other works and ways, 
purged by faith in Cbrift, nſed, as Aaron was, for them 
with the blood of the m—_— ſacrifice of the offenſive nature, 
that they may be, in and by his fleſh, conſecrated to be priefts. 
unto Go p, offering ſpiritual ſacrifices, Leuit. viii. 24, 
: (i) Pſal, viu, 6. JAI Kenon, 
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ext juſtice may be complete (i) in the GLony; 
e ſet in our earthy nature; enlightened with 
this revealed and foreign (I] L1GHT, arifings 
& ſhining, coming from without.” For ſhall 
the thirſty meads ceaſe to drink in the dew-drops 
of this morn p Shall the hunted hart refuſe the 
cooling waters of the meandring ſtream ? Shall 
the covetous ſtuain conſent that this delegated 
light ſhould no more riſe with its prolific warmthi 
to ripen his teeming ears for hdrvefl; and truſt 
to other expedients of his own device? Yet 
ſooner will theſe things happen, than the bleſt 
believer forego the more efficacious dews of 
doctrine, the more refreſhing rivets of living 
waters, the more lovely fruit-raiſing ligt in 
CnRIs H]; who gives the ſoul; by his holy gra- 
vitation, ſtability, direction and nouriſhment. 
So much ſtronger i is the believer's attachment to 

the GLORY he is called to and has ſe:/o of 
than any worldly connections are. And whilft 
nature, * the ſeveral bands which ſhe holds 
the captivated ſenſes in, would imprint her ided 
of thoſe cofds of A man, thoſe bands (m) of di- 
vine grace upon the ſoul, may I thro' faith more 
and more experience their ſweetly-obliging effi- 
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cacy. .. May I never be found in carnal ficd- 
— ſuch a Hine of merey, leſt I. ſhould 
be followed ap in the deſtruction ; (n) which 


aſually follows it, as an earthquake does a flilbiefs 


' mithe (o) air; but may I be awakened under it 


unto nightreouſugſi. For 'tho' a man is ſooner 
enligbtenad than ſencliſied, as this ſun enlightens 


(9) -in/an inſſant, but begets heat in a length 


of time; yet I fee they ſhould never be ſun- 
Arnad, and that the one is the end of the other. 
Be then the manner or time of my departure 
from theſe flecting ſcenes what they may, may 
nothing, nothing ever ſeparate me from the 
joyous effects of the more wondrous REVOLUs 
io wrought for us by ChRIST, who, ha- 
ving now given the Gentile church, that (q) 


before, like Ruth from Boaz, had the glean- 


ing of his truth from the Few/h reapers, 
handfuls and pure and winnowed feed in him- 
felf, and having married it, is riſin a-renewing, 
MIGHT to redeem a. fallen world: ſo. that. 
both the church of the petriarchs, which went. 
befare and the church of Chriſtians, which fot- 
Inws after, (r) like the way and _ enlights 


*(n) Hence e the cxconomy in neture the 7 


2 is _ to take place — men ſay peace, feace, 


„ By. Brownrig's application of this prone _ 


75 8 Rail * 
2, „ He (that is) in 5*. 10 125 
<9 1 Fa f. 9. ren of this circumſtance 


aue It ſhews us the cllicacy of unf and * 


15810 . 
pet's by this one ſun, might, with palms 
of victory in their hands, a/l fing Hoſanna to the 
fon of David, But may I, on the contrary, 
be ſo enlightened by him as to be inflamed with 
the love of him, that I may chearfully ſurren-' 
der every thing, even my fe to the ſervice of 
nnter, that I may jon in the loud acclaim 
and win CRHAISsT. For what ſhould I be pre- 
fited (s) if I ſhould gain the whole world, that 
in the great fall of things ſhall paſs away, as 
Laves thro” fervent heat, and bſe my own ſoul 
in miſery and woe throughout the countleſs ages 
of unceaſing eternity? Ol be the good part (t) 
my choice and may it not be taten away from 


me. 


r , bur before it uns 
* ſhed and ter it was F. cit. 12. « XXks 9. 
(*) _ xvi. 26. | 
( Link. x. 42. a 
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